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P e r  The Auaust 18 L e t t e r  From Howard To Barnes 

The South Delta  Water Agency i s  concerned t h a t  s tud ies  r e l a t i n g  t o  San 
Joaquin River flows a t  Vernal is  a r e  apparently being conducted with assumptions 
t h a t  a r e  u n r e a l i s t i c  and which even v i o l a t e  Board standards and water r i g h t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

1. It is our understanding t h a t  a l l  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  being 
analyzedwith os tens ib le  compliance with t h e  Vernalis  s a l i n i t y  standard, b u t t h a t  
t h e  New Melones water q u a l i t y  r e l e a s e s  made i n  t h e  s tud ies  t o  comply with t h i s  
s tandard are l imi ted  t o  70,000 acre-feet  i n  any one year. Decision 1422 contains 
no such l i m i t ,  and t h e  Board has received ample d a t a  ind ica t ing  t h a t  70,000 acre- 
f e e t  i s  f a r  from adequate t o  comply with t h e  standard. The s tudies ,  therefore ,  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  overs t a t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of -water  f o r  f i s h  flows. The Board 
should not e n t e r t a i n  s t u d i e s  t h a t  se r ious ly  v i o l a t e  a Board standard while 
pretending t o  comply. 

2. It i s  our understanding t h a t  t h e  s t u d i e s  do not  provide Vernalis 
flows i n  June, July,  and August t h a t  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  supply r i p a r i a n  and 
super ior  pre-1914 water r i g h t s  i n  t h e  South Delta. To t h e  extent  t h a t  these  
flows a r e  not  provided, t h e  s t u d i e s  overs t a t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of water i n  t h e  
watershed t o  meet t h e  proposed f i s h  flows. 

3. It is  our understanding t h a t  no New Melones water i s  assumed t o  be 
del ivered  t o  eas te rn  San Joaquin County f o r  replacement of groundwater overdraf t  
i n  accordance with USBR contrac ts .  W e  be l i eve  t h a t  an assumption of 
noncompliance with these  con t rac t s  f o r  t h i s  important purpose should be c l e a r l y  
acknowledged and t h e  consequences addressed. 

4. W e  have previously t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  more than half  of t h e  annual water 
q u a l i t y  r e l e a s e  requirement fromNewMelonestypically occurs between March l a n d  
t h e  l a t e  Apri l  start of f i s h  flows. These re l eases  r e s u l t  almost e n t i r e l y  from 
t h e  need t o  d i l u t e  drainage en te r ing  t h e  River from S a l t  and Mud Sloughs during 
t h a t  time. I n  1993 it would have taken about 100,000 ac re  f e e t  of New Melones 
r e l e a s e  t o  m e e t  t h e  s tandard i n  March and Apr i l  i f  t h e  standard had been m e t .  
I f  t h e  S a l t  and Mud Slough drainage w e r e  r e t a ined  f o r  r e l ease  during t h e  spr ing  
f i s h  flows, t h e  annual New Melones water q u a l i t y  r e l e a s e  requirement would, 
the re fo re ,  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduced. I n  view of t h e  overcommitment of ava i l ab le  
water i n  New Melones and i n  t h e  e n t i r e  San Joaquin watershed, w e  be l ieve  it is 
important t o  adopt a requirement t h a t  drainage and f i s h  flows must be managed so  
t h a t  f i s h  flows serve  a l s o  t o  d i l u t e  drainage flows. 


