
(5/20-21/14) Board Meeting- Item 12
Drought Emergency Regulations

Deadline: 5/19/14 by 5:00pm 
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PAUL R. MINASIAN (SBN 040692)
MINASIAN, MEITH,
  SOARES, SEXTON & COOPER, LLP
1681 Bird Street
P.O. Box 1679
Oroville, California  95965-1679
Telephone:  (530) 533-2885
Facsimile:    (530) 533-0197
Email:  pminasian@minasianlaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs STANFORD VINA
RANCH IRRIGATION COMPANY

BEFORE THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

STANFORD VINA RANCH
IRRIGATION COMPANY and DEER
CREEK IRRIGATION COMPANY,

Plaintiffs,
v.

Defendants.
                                                                     

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DECLARATION OF SOME BOARD
MEMBERS OF STANFORD VINA
RANCH IRRIGATION COMPANY 

The undersigned Members of the Board of Directors of Stanford Vina Ranch

Irrigation Company make the following declaration under penalty of perjury:  

1. We, the undersigned, are some of the members of the Board of Directors of

the Stanford Vina Ranch Irrigation Company which receives water from Deer Creek in

Tehama County, California.  The District has a exterior service area of approximately

4,500 acres lying North and South of Deer Creek.  The Deer Creek Irrigation District

diverts from the same Creek at a higher elevation and easterly of our diversion facilities.  

2. We are landowners or representatives of landowners within the Stanford

Vina Ranch Irrigation Company and we have had an inadequate period of time from the

receipt of the proposed Emergency Regulation to fully canvass and notify the users of

water of its impacts.  However, we are informed by our many years of experience with the

Mutual operations and experience with flows in Deer Creek, and we believe based upon
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our past observations and current attempts in the last 5 days to determine the impacts of

the proposed emergency regulations and new flow regime proposed, we can state that we

are informed and believe as follows:

3. If Stanford Vina is required to forego 2/3 of 50 cfs, or if ____________ a

decline occurs to gradually all diversions of the total flow otherwise available to Stanford

Vina and Deer Creek Irrigation District for the latter part of May 2014 and all of June

2014, because flows in the Creek are dropping off very fast it will probably lose a right of

access and use of approximately 2,000 to 2,500 acre feet of water in 2014.  

3.1 Obviously, the requirement of a bypass flow of 20 CFS if November

2014 through April 2015 is dry could result in a further loss of capacity and water, but

little irrigation occurs in that period.  The proposed pulse flows would be an additional

250 to 500 ac/ft.  The proposed steelhead requirement to bypass 500 cfs in October would

result in an additional 1,000 to 1,400 ac/ft in most dry years.  

3.2 We estimate the requirements amount to an approximately 1.2 to 1.75

ac/ft applied to each irrigated acre during the irrigation season in the Mutual, with the total

duty of irrigated lands being approximately estimated at 3 to 3.5 ac/ft per acre irrigated,

depending on the crop.  We think the regulation would mean approximately 40% to 50%

of agriculture on lands served with our irrigation supply would be lost, and approximately

30% to 40% of the total irrigation land (whose water supply is already reduced because of

the drought, and with groundwater already being increased in use) will lose its crop this

year.

4. At a meeting of our Board on Thursday, May 15, 2014, an estimate was

made of the numbers of acres that would have to be idled and the crops lost if the

regulation is adopted.  The District water supply from Deer Creek is already supplemented

with well water through wells owned and operated by our landowners in a dry year, and

therefore our general observation was that well water production could not be increased

substantially to make up the reduction deficit.  Because it is a drought, our users had

already planned to reduce their plantings of annual crops and to maximize well pumping.  
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4.1 Because of the dry conditions, we have already observed our users

idling portions of their property, but the cut of approximately 40% to 50% of the

anticipated supplies will result in prune orchards having to be abandoned and the crops

allowed to shrivel, alfalfa plantings which have a life of 3 to 4 years will have to be left

unirrigated, and pasture that was planted or could have been maintained for the full

irrigation season which allows the maintenance of sustaining cattle breeding will be left

dry, and if available, hay will have to be purchased or the livestock sold off and the

breeding efforts destroyed.  Walnuts and almonds will be stressed and under irrigated,

resulting in smaller meats and yields, depending on air temperatures.

4.2 Some of the grape crops upon the Vina Monastery (about 550 acres

total) will have to be abandoned or will be stressed.  This affects their output and long-

term efforts to have a sustainable market for their wine in order to be economically

sustainable.  

4.3 Our Directors point out that reductions of those volumes in surface

water use would affect recharge to the underground aquifer depended upon by both the

Company landowners and adjoining lands because more groundwater will be pumped and

water levels will be correspondingly lowered.  Our soils are quite light, and therefore a lot

of annual groundwater recharge occurs through irrigation of the overlying lands with

surface water.  Reducing groundwater recharge, combined with causing increased

groundwater pumping in the range of 2,000 to 3,000 ac/ft in a 7-month period, is a

significant change in the balance we have achieved.

4.4 The unincorporated area of Vina includes approximately 100 families

or about 500 persons, many of whom are agricultural workers in the area.  These

residences are served by individual domestic wells in the groundwater aquifer, and

generally because the groundwater has been well-managed by the surrounding agricultural

areas within the Stanford Vina service, area the wells are believed to be shallow.  The

Declarants remember some well failures in 1989 through 1992 and would expect that the

increased groundwater pumping and reduced recharge from overlying applications
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proposed by the Proposed Regulations in 2014 would result in a rapid increasing trend of

failure of these wells over time.  The owners and occupants of these homes will have to

relocate until new wells can be installed if that is possible, and there is very little low

income housing available in surrounding areas or cities and many of the occupants do not

have the funding for new well drilling.  

5. Historically, Stanford Vina and Deer Creek Irrigation District have been

made aware of when adult salmon are migrating during low flow conditions up Deer

Creek from the Sacramento river.  The Mutual Water Company has proposed to provide

equipment to realign riffles and gravel bars in this channel stretch to create a low flow

channel so that a smaller pulse flows or bypass flows might allow adults to move

upstream and through the fish ladders of each of the Stanford Vina dam and the Deer

Creek diversions more rapidly.  The low flow channel would both allow the water

bypassing the Companies’ dams to remain cooler but also provide a deeper and swifter

area of water for the fish to swim in.  We have been denied authority by the California

Department of Fish and Wildlife to provide for operation of the equipment (a smaller

dozer or backhoe) to create such a low flow channel to help direct adults in a more

efficient manner through this area during periods of low flows and to save water.  

6. During the last decade, California Department of Fish and Game has

studied, proposed and then abandoned cooperative efforts to install additional well

capacity to allow foregoance of creek water in the area by Deer Creek and Stanford Vina

landowners.  Further, both California Fish and Wildlife and NMFS have criticized the fish

ladders on the Stanford Vina dam and Deer Creek Irrigation District dam, yet these fish

ladders were designed and are maintained by DF&W, and in the case of Stanford Vina are

at least owned by DF&W.  The overall impression of these agencies’ actions in the last

few is that “cooperation” means that the local water users should pay in water or money

because farmers should not have a right to water, and the State and Federal agencies can

thereby succeed in taking the water.

7. As suggested by the National Marine Fisheries Service and California
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Department of Fish and Wildlife, on Sunday, May 18, 2014 at 9:00 a.m., Deer Creek

Irrigation District and Stanford Vina reduced their diversions for agricultural use to try to

create a 48-hour pulse flow of approximately 100 cfs.  This was very wasteful of water, 

as the water simply spreads across a wide gravel area because we could not excavate a

low-flow channel.  The water was heated by the spreading, and there is no channel

providing a deeper, faster flow to actually encourage the adults to move upstream through

the Companies’ respective dams.  We each determined that we could do some system-

wide maintenance and delay some irrigation use and provide for the additional flows at

this time rather than in late May or June.  

8. Our landowners love to see the salmon and steelhead upon our Creek and

think we are as much interested in their preservation as the bureaucracies.  We do wonder

as a result of our experiences with CDF&W and NMFS why the fishery Agency

bureaucracies cannot get out of the way of our efforts and continue to insist that the

agricultural interests are the enemy.  The fish themselves and the agricultural interests

seem to have adjusted the timing and quantities of uses and needs over the years, and at

least we will pledge to continue to do so, but the adoption of these regulations and the

threats of prosecutions, the refusals of California to fix the fish ladders it owns and

designs on these dams, and other encounters with rigid bureaucracy such as threats of

NMFS prosecutions and now with the SWRCB’s proposed regulations, makes us wonder

if the fish are threatened by government to a greater extent than by our use of water.  

9. We are informed and believe the above to be true and correct, and if the

SWRCB would agree to conduct an evidentiary hearing, we would to the extent of our

information and belief specified above testify to the above facts and information which we

are informed and believe to be true and correct.  We would further attempt to gather more

information and provide as much detail as possible in regard to the predicted

environmental and social impacts of the proposed bypass and pulse flow requirements and

the damages that would be suffered by our landowners and the occupants of the lands in

the Company and near vicinity.  
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Dated: ___________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________________ 

                                                                              6                                                                            
DECLARATION OF SOME BOARD MEMBERS OF STANFORD VINA RANCH IRRIGATION COMPANY 






















































