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Song Her, Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street ’
Sacramento, CA 95814

By Facsimile (916) 341-5620

In Re: Comments for June 19, 2007 Water Right Enforcement Workshop

Dear Members of the Board:

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

1 support the development of a water rights enforcement policy that facilitates the predictable, consistent
and fair enforcement of water right laws, and I am happy 1o see the Board moving to craft a policy
consistent with these prineiples.

As a member of the Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Resources, as Chair of the Assembly Select
Committee on Wine, and as the representative of a district with an acute interest in water rights, T have
followed these issues extensively. The development of a water rights enforcement policy is extremely
timely. Given the proposed augmentation of the Board’s budget for FY 2007-2008 in order to expedite
processing the backlog of pending water rights applications, such a policy cannot be crafted fast enough.

Rigorous enforcement of our state’s water laws is essential to assure compliance. However, the Board’s
enforcement policy must accommodate the reality that hundreds of individuals have conscientiously
pursued permits only to confront years-long processing delays. Therefore, I suggest that the Board
develop an enforcement approach balancing the need for compliance with the good faith efforts taken by
water rights applicants to be in compliance.

The hundreds of water rights applicants caught in application processing delays belie the notion that all
water users intentionally violate our water laws. My constituents have expressed the concern that the
Board may entertain a policy focused on enforcement to lessen the Board’s water rights application
backlog (by canceling applications) rather focusing on the issuance of meritorious permits. If this were to
occur, my colleagues and I in the Legislature would not welcome such a policy because it conflicts with
our rationale for supporting an augmented budget to the Board to address the water rights backlog.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Yours Very Truly,

Novean (N (i
NOREEN EVANS

Assemblymember, 7* District
NE:am
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