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thing wrong with

Kalin Co. .
P.O. Box 1234 (619) 344-2550 Brawley, CA 92227

OCover ... ... Y
DAuthor. ..o ii
HDedication ................................ it
UOAcknowledgements .............. ... . ... .. iv
CiHistoryof FishinSaltonSea ... ............... . 1
OPresentFishinSaltonSea .................. .. .. 90
wOangemouthCorving ... .. ............. ... . R 9
wGulfCroaker .. ... .. 9
'SAGO e e 10
liapia . ..o 10
LICHAPTER 1 ~ CORVINA — WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ........ 12
wholing. ... 15
RCBSHNG oo 16
whgging ... 16
wlveBal .« ... 21
wlookingNote .. ... ... 22
[ICHAPTER 2 - CROAKER — WHAT YOU N EEDTOKNOW ....... 24
wCookingNote ... .. ... o 24
LJCHAPTER 3 — SARGO — WHATYOUNEED TOKNOW . . .. .. . | 26
wCookingNote .. ............ ... . . . 26
OCHAPTER 4~ TAPIA — WHATYOUNEEDTOKNOW .. ... .. .. 28
*CoOKingNOle ... .. 31
LICHAPTERS — TOCATCHAFISH— ANYFISH ., .. . .. P .32
LICHAPTER6 ~ TIPSFROMTHEEXPERTS. . .., .. .. ... .. 36
*Caplain "Lucky"Pugh .. ......... . ... . . . .. 36
e Emie Gow(winercomving) .. ... L L 38
“Ken "Bushbuck” Frederick . .. ........... ... ... 40
®'Sunshine"George . . ... ... ... .. 40
LISPECIAL REPORT — Afuliength SloybyBiffKarr . .. ....... ... . 42
"IN SEARCH OF SALTON SEA CORVINA'
LICHAPTER 7 — WHERE TO LAUNCH, CAMP
~ BUYBATANDTACKLE,ETC, ... ... .. e 48
DFish Identificaion Table .. ................... 6
DMapofSattonSea. ....................... %{;‘EES




OVER: The cover is a sunset photo taken frorm
the top of Red Hill in the south end of Satton
Sea. This is the beginning of each year's fishing
at Salton. Sea, and the first corvina of each
season are taken in the Red Hill area, Thiswasa
litle-known secret until the author wrote a story
entiled "In Search of Salton Sea Corvina™ for
WESTERN QUTDOORS magazine in August of
1983. In that story, longrtime Salton Sea angler
Eenie Gow of Calipatria first made public the fact
thal corvina could, indeed, be caught in the
winier months.

INSET: TOP RIGHT ~ Gaplain “Lucky” Pugh
with the auihor’s son, Zach, afier a successhul
day's angling out of the “keys” on the West
side. fwas during this ip that "t ucky’" showed
the author that fish could be caught under even
the most adverse condifions.

INSEY. CENTER LEFT - Sargo, Sargo, Sargo.
Excellent-eating fish, these fish are available to
even the laziest angler. and in quantities that can
fil & freezer. JM. “Tex” Ritter Chief Ranger at
Salton Sea State Park for many years, showed
the author the secret 1o these barred beauties.

INSET. BOTTOM RIGHT - Tom Asaro of Palm
Springs lands a winter corvina that weighed
in at just under 19 pounds. The fish fell to a
cast thinfin in the shalow backbays around
Red Hill. The author's son, Zach, walches
on,

The autor with some nice winter corving caught i t bay at H / i o

Of, \ , Hif M, )

He was fishing afone from a rubber raft in the late afternoon,yand the fish ngén;'l

taken on a small shad Thinfin lure, Sifence was the key. and paddiing the rubber

gaffg q!fc%c?d the autthor to get within easy casting distance of the foraging schools
ig fish,
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' Service

¥ FISH THE SALTON SEA WITH REBEL JOE+
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(619) 395-5806
498 Scott Drive » Desert Shores

HOPKINS® T ios o™

Acclaimed an outstanding lure
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the 314 oz, SHORTY® 751is a-
deadly Jig for Corvina too. Mrs.
B Terri Ordonez caught ithis
} trophy sized 32 |b. 4 oz, flsh jig-
ging the 75 in tha Salton Sea
off Desert Shores. The lure is
available in polished stainless
(75) or gold plated stainless
steel (75G). Other Hopkins®
Lures from 1/8 oz. 10 6 oz.

ASK YOUR DEALER
FREE COLOR CATALOG

" 1130 Boissevain Ave., m
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ADOUT THE AUTHOR

Biil Karr first came to my attention in late 1982 when a manuscript reached

my office “over the transom’ from an unknown author. Of course,

magazine editors are' bombarded with unsolicited articles from new writers.
Nearly all are unreadable, and most hardly rate the cost of postage for their
returrn, '

This slory, though, caught my interest immediately. The writér had cap-
tured a spirit of adventure, a sense of “being there, " that thiust the reader in-
to the narrative from beginning to end. The author obviously possessed the
kind of talent every editor dreamns of discovering - a mastery of a subject and
an ability to communicate action and excitement in words. ! had to learn
more aboul this person, Bill Karr. :

Atthe time, Bill and his wife, Marilyn, were managing a marina in Flam- -

ing Gorge Reservoir, on the Utah/Wyoming border. Through. ietters and
telephone calls, Bill and Marilyn and | became closely acquainted, then
friends. Subsequently. his story appeared in the February 1983 issue of
WESTERN QUTDOORS magazine under the title, “Flaming Gorge: Are the
Monster Browns Retuming? The title, however, did little justice to the exciternent
Bill generated in his narration of the caplure of a new Wyoming state record German
Brown trout, : '

Bilt and his family, Including son Zach, soon retumed to his first fishing love,
the Sallon Sea, near where he grew up in Palm Springs. As it turned out, he actually
was not an unknawn talent, having already published articles and phelos in athey
magazines, the SALT LAKE TRIBUNE (he was corresponaent for Daggett County,
Utah), and outdoors columns in the Vemal, Utsh EXPRESS and Indio, California
DAILY NEWS. St | believed Bifl was a true WESTERN OUTDOORS discovery, and
in 1983 alone we presented three of his major articles ~ including “In Search of
Safton Sea Corving™,

Since then, Bill Karr's byline has been feaiured in WESTERN OUTDOORS
and its sister publication, WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS. Those we tum down we
regrel, because they are grabbed by compelitve outdoors magazines such as
OUTDOOR LIFE. In our estirmation, Bill is an adveniuresome sporisman/writer with a
fare ability to communicate in words with fellow sportsmen,

The Karr family now lives in a spacious hore with a panoramic view of
the Sea that Bill foves and knows so well. From there, he has written this
book about the Sea and its fishes, the corvina, croaker, titapia, and sargo,
that draw numbers of anglers to California’s vast and often beautiful inland
“ocean.” That same spirit of adventure and excitement which first attracted
us to the writings of Bill Karr are wilhin its pages. May you find it, also,

Jack Brown, Managing Editor
WESTERN QUTDOORS magzzine

T,




The author and son Zach with some fine winter corvina taken in the Red Hill area
under the guidance of winter fishing expert Ernie Gow. This pholo was taken at
the Red Hill Marina boat ramp. Many smaller fish were taken, but Ermie doesn’t
fike lo keep anything under ten pounds, so the rest were released unharmed.

Debicartion

This book is dedicated to the memory of my
Grandfathers: The Reverend Lester P. Sund
and Harrison M. Karr. They both loved the
desert and Salton Sea... and their memories live
on in each of us who knew them:.




gcKnowLenGements

HANKS TO ALL WHO ASSISTED in this

book, including those fishermen who shared
their secrets of the sea, along with the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game Biologists, especially
Glenn Black.

But especially thanks to my wite, Marilyn, and
son Zach, who had to put up with me while put-
ting the finishing touches on the book.

And a special thanks to my Mother and Father,
Norman and Geneva Karr, for their backing in
this first official **Karr Enterprise” production.

~ Saltor Sea experiencing one of it's
valley. Waves crash on the shoreline and rock jetfies, and wise fishermen have -

¢

‘w

rmeods as a stormn front moves across the

long since headed for shore,
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HISTOrY OF FisH

in SALTON 5€9

uring the past few million years

Safton Sink has been llooded with
fresh water, salt water ancl waler much
more saline than the ocean... but there
have always been fish,

" Originally, when the sink was a
portion of the Sea of Cortez, there were
conving; totuava, yetlowtau and other
‘warm waler species of the Baja, in-
cluding the giant Finback whale of the
Midlriff,

Back then the course of the
mighty Colorado River changed fre-
quently as sediment seflled in some
areas while banks were ealen away in
athers, alowing the course of the river to
change. After many hundreds of thou-
sands of years of flowing into the Sea of
Cortez the Colorado River sediment
" eveniglly built up a land bridge be-
* tween what is now known as Salton Sea
and the town of San Felipe in Mexico.

The -Colorado River continued
flowing into the basin created by the
land tridge, filing Salton Sink and in-
roducing freshwater species of fish
such as suckers, mullet, caffish, crap-
pie, bluegill and even trout. The water
area reached 40 feel above the level of
the world's oceans and covered many
thousands of square miles, sparkling
and gimenng in a humid, hazy environ-
ment.

courses once again and hegan flowing
into the Sea of Cortez. The body of water
et behind was the .ancient Lake
Cahuilla.

Fish sunvived in the huge body of

water throughout most of the next few
hundired years, but without input by the
Cotorado River the water began evapor-
aling, and eventually aimost the enlire
iBke dried up in the hot desert sun,

Then the Colorado River changed |

leaving only a few small bodies of water.
Fish stiit suivived in the form of the hardy
but now endangered desert pupfish.
i.ake Cahuilla was s0 large i was
affected by tides, and Indians of the
region trapped fish by means of forrming
rock enclosures during low tide. When

the tide came back up, fish would enter -

the basin in search of food, and as the
tide receded the fish couldn’t escape
over the fip of the basin, and they were
left high and diry, ready 1o be picked up
by the Indians camped nearby. These
“fishitraps'” can still be found around the
Imperial and Coachella Valley foothills,

-primarily along the southem edige.

As civilization approached and the
need for waler increased, the Colorado
River was channeled and directed so
that i's seasonal wandernngs were more
contained. But then, in 1904, one of the
relaining clikes broke through, and wa-
ters of the Colorado once again flowed
into the valley.

Some people have emonecusly

referred to Salion Sea as a man-made

“fake™ when in actuality the reflooding
was simply a recccurrence of what had

been going on for thousands of years. -

For more than two years the flood
waters poured back into the Salton Sink,
once again refiling the sea bed of the
once immense Lake Cahuilla, but to a
smaller extent. The depth of the new
lake reached 85-ect before the walers
ware fedirected into ancther channel

that led the waters 1o the Baja, leaving

the lake behind, It |s now known as
Salton Sea.
Salton Sea fies in a sink thatis 278

* feet befow sea fovel, and the present

body of water has 110 miles of shore-
fine. The length is 36 miles. while the
width varies from nine miles 10 14 miles.

Far from being a dead and dyrng sea, more than three hundred species of
birds, including sorme rare and endangered species, make their home around
Salton Sea, Here, one tree indicates the productivity and attractiveness of Salfon
Sea, with Great Blue Herons sitting on nests while black Cormorants fil in all re-

maining available branches.

The fiood waters once again infroduced
fresh waler species of fish, but by 1929
the salinity of the sea had increased so
that only the razorback sucker and
striped mullet remained. The muliet pro-
vided a limited sport fishery and some
were laken commercially. Muflet lsland
was the base for one of the commercial
mulket canneries, and the foundations of
the cannery can be seen Io this day.
The commercial mullet fishery dis-
appeared, but as recently as 20 years
ago mullet were still in the sea. |
remember hanging over the railing of
the New River bridge, walching the
spectacular sight of thousands of huge
mullet jumping out of the water while
heading up the New River. And some-
times, while hunting ducks in the shal-

lows around Benson's landing, large
fish would run into my legs, almost trip-
ping me. To this day ¥m not certain
whether they were mullet of farge
oovina,

It is belleved the muliet never ac-
tually reproduced in the sea, and that
they entered continually from the Col-
orado River via the irrigation canals, Un-
lortunately, when Morales dam was buil
it effectively blocked the entry of mullet
into the Imperial Valiey and Salton Sea,
and none have been seen for years.

. Between the years of 1951 and
1956 35 different species of fish were
planted in the sea, but only three were
able 1o suvive; the sargo, croaker and
convina, interestingly enough, no fish

have been purposely planted since




Safton Sea is not only the best fishing in California, it is also one of the best

places to kick back and relax, away from the smog and cily fife - complete with
beaidiful sLrises and sunsets, And even more, there is ample space for scuffing
your feet in the sand and strelching your arms without hitting someone. And it's

only three hours from downtown Los Angeles.

1956, and the miflons of fish in the sea
are descendants of the initial planting of
only 65 sargo, 67 croaker and lewer
than 200 corvina. And, of courss, the
Adrican Intruder, the tilapia.

Resulls from the initial plant were
notimmediate, and many biclogists and
obeervers believed the transplant had
been a lailure, but by 1957 some cor-
vina were being caught by anglers, and
not many years iater everyone was cat-
ching fish. The once bamen walsrs be-
gan 1o fhrive,

File worms and bamacles were in-
wodced rom the pontoons of Navy sea
planes, and the warm waters proved a
perfect home for all the transplanted
species of sea life. Reproduciion was
rarnpant.

The sea is more saline than the
ocean and all species of fish could not
adapt. -Even so, the crangemaouth cor-
vina, gulf croaker and sargo proved
themselves not only abie to sunvive, but
to thrive, These species have provided

-anglers with unswpassed sport for

many years, and oofvina continue 1o
grow larger, Presently, convina fishing is
better than any time in the past, and
improving.

The next, and mast recent, fish to
gain a foothold in the sea was by acci-
dent. The African filapia {meaning
“fish”} was introduced to irigation
ditches and canals 1o controt algae and
aquatic growth, as 70% of their diet
consists of vegetation, Surprisingly
encugh, the tilapia had a tremendous

You don't necessarily need a power boat to catch

fish at Safton Sea. A rubber raft

served the author quite well while fishing off Mecca Street at the Sunken Mote!

near North Shore. These tilapia and sargo and croaker were all caught around

the trees using com and chunks of nightcrawlers.

adaptability, and it wasn't long before -

they worked their way inlo the drains
around the sea, and then into the sea
itceff.

The tilapia is now believed to be
the most abundant sporffish in the sea.

Many people feared the tilapia
would feed on other fish and eggs and
affect the population of the established
species, but over the years the other
species have held their own, These has
been no noticeable affect at all on the
sargo or croaker populations, and the
affect on corvina has been favorable,

. Big corvina are even more common

than. in years past, and a limit of nine
Corvina will probably have at least one
fish over ten pounds and many limits

have a total weight of more than 100

pounds,
In & 1983 survey of fishermen by
the California Departrment of Fish and
Game, Safton Sea was lound to, have
the best fishing in the Stale of Califomia,
with an average of more fish per angler
than any other bodly of water in the state,
To establish the total number of fish in
the sea would be impossible, but ang:
lers calch between three- and six-million
fish per vear. 0
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Thousands and thousands of tifapia Zillii five in the ditches that enter the sea. The
waler is brackish, but less saline than the sea itself and tifapia live and breed

freely. Many anglers fifl buckets with these fine eating fish.

C:-B- VALLEY
Communications
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Bud & Jean Hefferon

BUILDING MATERIALS
CARPET

.iSO-Scott Drive, Desert Shores, Califmia 92274
Phone (619) 395-5774

v

SKIP'S

t Gas...Propane
Liquor...Beer...Wine
Groceries...Ice
Fishing License...Bait

OPEN MON. THRU FRL
6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

GOOD SERVICE

Original Owner
FRANK & SHERRY

- 98775 Hwy. 111, North Shore

Helow/s.
Beack House

. The Fun Spot of the Salton Sea

FINE FOOD
Cocktails
Open 10 am, - 2am.

PP

Helen Burns

221 Brawlay Ave: - g
Salton Sea Beach, - -
California 92274

PHONE (619) 395.5638

Even the yong can ence fine fishing a Sea ere the autin i .

Zachary, admires his own catch, including an 18-pounder, Not many l?}rdssscoar:'}

boast having caught a good fighting sportfish at that young age. in fact, many a
~mature adult cannot say he or she has caught a fish more than ten pounds..

Salton Sea can rectify that, however,

LA e e s By,




present FisH

OF SaLTON Sea

here are four species of fish in Safton
Sea of interest o the angler, and all
four are excellenteating. The corvina is

the largest of the gamefish and has a

limit of nine per day, while the croaker,

sarqo and tilapia have no limits.

Corvina and croaker are both bul-
ket-shaped fish, while sargo and tilapia
are shaped like pan fish,

There are no seasons set by law at
the sea, but certain times of the year are
better for one species or another, and
the weather can sometimes stimuiate &
 bite from a species that is seldom
caught during that time of year. In other
words, the Salion Sea is every bit as
hard to figure Out as any other body of
water and the fish that live within it are
evary bit as difficult to catch as any other
species, but there is always good fish-
 ing somewhere around the sea for one
species or another, regardiess of the
time of year, And when an angler gets
into the fish, he can Joad the boat.

RANGEMOUTH CORVINA -
Orangemouth  convina are the
largest fish in the sea, and the only fish
with a mit — nine per day. There is No
size limit on corvina, but most fishermen
- return any fish under three potinds, and
many feturn any fish under 10 pounds.
Iif handied carefully, the chance of sur-
~vival for a released fish is good.

The average sbke o covina
caught at the sea is four pounds, ac-
cording to Fish and Game angler inter-
views, but many limits weigh more than
100 pounds, and most fishermen who
have fished fhe sea very olfen have
-caught a fish over 15 pounds. Hun-
dreds Of fish over 20 pounds are
caught ‘every year, and almost yearly

one or two over 30 pounds are weighed

in. The curent record corving is 36V2 -

As the name implies, corvina have
an orange mouth, and the tail area is
heavily tinged with yellow, Larger cor-
vina have a yeliow inge around their gil
plates, somelimes even extending be-
low their belly.

Coivina have a mouth ammed with

vicious, needleshamp teeth, and they

feed voraciously on croaker and tilapla.
They are a prime gamefish and a close
cousin o the white sea bass.

ULF CROAKER - (Bairdicla)

Criginally this small fish was the
primary food solrce of the corving, but
now the rapidy expanding tilapia
population has provided an equally Im-
portant part of their diet.

The shape, fin structure, and color

_ of the croaker is similar to the corvina,

alihough it is a much smalier fish,
geldom extending 15 inches in length
and averaging ¥z pound. One means
of telling the wo apart is by the needle-
like front teeth in small corvina that are
not present in croaker,

Croaker are very prevalent during
the summer months, providing unend-
ing action for the angler. Strangely
enough; during winter months anglers
rarely see a croaker, and catching one
cring the colder months is an unlikely
event, .

As huge schools of croaker move
through the sea thay feed on almost
anything, and can be caught on small
lures, live bail, spoons, jigs, worms,
shrimp, cut bait and sometimes even
com.

Part of the fun — and

part of the problem, Some of these anglers were probably

fishing two hundred feet further out the previous year, but rising waler at Salton
Sea has caused sorme problems. Rapialy dropping water will gfso cause some
problemg, rnc;lugﬁng the possible death of aff fish, Increased public awareness is
dermarding action to save Sallon Sea — the best fishing in California. This piciure
s laken at Corvina Beach, a popular camping spot for weekend fisherrnen,

SARGO ~ This fish is of pan fish
shape and ranges from V2 1o 2V%
pounds with an average weight of 34 of
a pound. These are very scrappy fish,
and an angler ammed with an ultralight
rod and reel can have loads of fun when
he finds a sargo hangoiit.

- Sargo live prmarily around under-
water suctures such as sunken build:

" 1ings, trees or jetties, and they feed mast-

ly on bamacles. The best bait for sargo
i canned cormn.

- Sargo are easlly recognizabie by -
the strong spines on their dorsal and

anal fins and by the black bar extending
down the middie of their body. They
rarely exceed 15 inches in length,

'l'!h_mA — This pan fish came from
Africa and can survive in both fresh
and salt waler. It's primary enemies are
temperature fluctuations and as with
pther species in the sea, lack of oxygen
in the waler. There are 50 many tilapia in
the sea currently, and they are sa sus-

- ceptible to cold water temperatures, that

when there is a die-of, many thousands
of tilapia die before the other species of
fisht are affected.

~"Tiapia” means “fish'” in Mozam-
bique, and there are two species in-
froduced to the Coachella Valley that
eventually found their way inlo Salton
Sea. The tilapia Zilli (redbelly filapia) and
the tilapia Mozambique were those two




Tilapia Mozambique. These fish have tall dorsal fins that extend well down their
back, and the long lower fins are a characteristic of tropical fish species. The
ilapia is, in fact, a tropical fish typically found in aquariums. They were originalty
imported from Afiica for the control of algae in imigation difches and canals.

species. The Zilli has not been found in
the sea itself for the past three or four
years, and they survive primarily in the ir-
rigation ditches along the sea. The pri-
mary difference between the two is that
the Mozambigue is a mouth breeder
and the Zillii is a nest breeder.
: - The most visible difference is in
the Mozambique male, which attains
bright red coltors invils fins, gill plafes and
lower jaw during the rating season,

The Mozambique also has a large un-.

dershot jaw that is used for canying
.. Titapia can mate al the age of 60

days and every 30 days thereafter in

ideal conditions, hence, they are a very
prlific fish.

ks now believed thal several
. species of lilapia have interbred and

the present fish being caught are not
clealy recognizable as any one
species.

Due 1o the breeding rate of the
flapia it may have overiaken the gulf
croaker in abundance at the sea, and it
is now believed 1o be the most prolific
fish in the sea.

Tilapia average one pound apiece.
and fish over two pounds are very com-

mon. The tilapia is still gaining in size, -

and they have been caught up fo four
pounds. l

CHaPTEr One

Corving
WHBT YOU neeD TO KNOW

he king of the sea, cowina, are
remendous  fighters and atiin
weights in excess of 20 pounds,. fre-
quently — and 30 pounds, occasionally.
The sea record is now 36%2 pounds,
and a few fish over 30 pounds are

caught every year.

Corvina, are a schoofing fish and -

they feed primarily on live bait fish. in
Salton Seq, the mainstay of the coving's
diet is made up of gulf croaker and
lilapia. it will serve the corvina fisherman
well 10 keep those two tish, and their
shapes in rmind when fishing for condna.

Avtificial ures have aways been
the primary weapon in. the Salton Sea
anglers arsenal for corvina, and they
hold a tried-and-rue place for caiching
conving, As stiange as it may seem,
there are certain times of the year when
lve bait won't catch a fish, but a trolled

~ Thinfin or jigged Hopking spoon will

result in lirnits. This usually ooccurs in the
early spring and the late fall when fish
are scaliered or in deep waler due to
ooofer water temperatures.

Lures that belong in your Salton
Sea box are sinking Thinfing in small,
medium and large sizes, Hopkins
spoons, Kastrnaster spoons and Lunker
Lures or other rubber-bodied lead-head
jigs. Other lures such as siver-colored
Rapalas and Rebels, diving rattler lures,
Spoonplugs and various spoons are
productive. But the heavy silver or gold
jigging spoon, Thinfins and  Lunker

. Lures are the mast commonly used

lures and have been proven effective
over the years,

During hot summer months the
shore angler has almost the same op-
portunities for catching corving as aboat

fisherman, but he should be ready to
pick up and leave a spot if the fishing is
not productive. S o

- For example, it may be that Cor-
vina Beach has proper waler color and
is producing fast limits of corvina while
just down the shore at Mecca Beach
there may be an algae bloom that has
shut the bite off, A prime rule at the sea,
no matter what you are fishing for, is
don’t spend too long with one un-
productive bait or area. Far 1oo many
people come 1o the sea, set up camp,
cast ot their line and stay right there for
the whole weekend, whether they catch
anything or nat,

Summer months mean the cor-
vina can be al any depth of water and
anywhere around the sea. Many corvina
are caught in water as shallow as three
feet, so fishing the shallow shoreline and
flooded brush can be productive. An
angler should cast a spoon or sinking
lure almost parallel to shore and work
the casts in a half-circle untif almost
parallel t© the shore on his opposite
side. He should vary the speed dof
refieve and the depth of the lure’s
return. The lure should be changed
every forlyfive minutes or so until a fish
i5 caught, then he should stick with the
produciive one.

Many corvina fall to bait fishermen
during summer months, and the best
fait by far is a live bait fish. Live mud-
suckers are the most readily available
live bait, and they can be purchaged at-
most bait stores in and around the sea. |
use a dip net 1o catch small tilapia from
the drains along the edge of the sea,
and these are great bait, Other times |
calch small croaker and then re-hook




b

thern with a heavier rig for corvina.
Each of the guides and old-
timers that fish the sea have their own
methods, techniques and preferences,
bt anyone who has fished here for long
will agree that mudsuckers, tilapia and
croaker are excellert bait for coving,
Things can change from hour-to-
hour and day-to-day, so talking to fellow
campers, motel managers or focals
about current conditions can put an

_ angller on 1o fish.

For thase with a boat, trofling is the
way 1o begin fishing. One angler should
use a % or ¥ ounce Lunker Lure and
cther anglers should try different color
Thinfins, The troling speed should be
varied, and anglers should give action
1o the lure by pulling the rod forward and
then fetting # back at different speeds.
This action impars lifelike movernent to
the lure, bt even more, it varies the fure
speed in case the corvinag want a faster
o slower maoving “hait”, This means of

trolfling was covered in a story | did for
OUTDOOR LIFE entiled Tiggering
the Strike Reaction”’, and the concept of
erratic moverment in lures does help
calch fish. _
When there is a hook-up while trol-
ing, don’t leave the area! 100 many
people roil until they find the fish and
ihen trofl away from them, Once the first
fish is netied, tum the boat around and
iry the same pattem in the same area.
that doesn't work, try casting lures in the
area. I here is live bait available, try dirift-
ing minnows with a light sliding sinker.
Jigging with a %, % or % ounce
Hopkins spoon can sometimes have
excellent resulis on convina. There have
been times on Salton Sea when | have

anchored in one spat and caught every -

species of fish on the Hopkins. First |
would hook up a big tilapia or sargo,
then maybe a croaker, and mixed in
here and there ¥'d bring in a corvina.

- Hopkins spoon is the only fure | have

Salton Sea
'Fishing Charter

Private Parties
- Half-Day and
‘Full-Day Charters
Fishing for Corvina,
Tilapia, Sargo, Croaker

CALL CAROL FOR RATES

“SunShine”
GEORGE

ALL TACKLE FURNISHED

“SunShine” George, right,
shows off nice corvina caught by client

 Lance Clairmont of Redlands.
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Tom Asaro of Paim Springs, ane of the author's fishing rtners, hel

Zashary out

with a fish that weighed close to 19 pounds. The author, son Zach, and Tom, al
caught numerous fish over ten pounds that day,

ever used in the sea that could catch
every species of fish available,

During warmer months the: jig will
probably be struck almost continuousty
by croaker rather than corvina, but don't
be discouraged, croaker are an in-
dicator thal corvina are close behind.

Ore long-ime Salton Sea fisher-
man and guide, Emie Gow, replaces
the treple hook on his jigging spoons

- .with a larger treble hook, then, when a

croaker gets hooked he puts the fish on
a separate live bait rig. The freshiy hook-
ed croaker is panicked, and lunging
back and forth he puts out frantic vibra-
tions in the water. Large predatory cor-
vina then close in on the undenwater

- vibrations and engulf the croaker. t use

this method of fishing every ime there
are croaker around, and most of the car-
vina | caich i this manner weigh more

than 12 pounds.

Sorme of the “bait” croaker weigh
more than a pound and run 12 or 14
nches long, so “the bigger the bait, the
bigger the fish” Is applicable when us-
ing croaker for bait for corvina,

it an angler fishes half a day with
No results, you can bet he's in the wrong
area for existing conditions. If his boat is
a cartopper, he shouid pack it up and
head down the shoreline for another
area - it he has a high-powered boat, he
should head for another spot.

Many anglers head for other boats
thal are visible in the sea. Rather than
dropping anchor and jolning them,
though, many a seasoned angler will
start trolling in the outskirs of the boats,’
The schoo! may have moved on, as is
often the case at he sea.

An angler that keeps trolling




The author, netting a large corvina, Rubber rafts can be a key 10 calching big fish in
the shallow bays at the souith end of Salfon Sea. They are certainly quiet and as long
as the raft is not taken too far from the shore, they can be safe. Care must be taken
around sunken trees — and they are not safe in high winds.

Thinfins or Lunker lures, jigging
gpoons or drifting live bail witt evertually
find the fish, and then the real fun
begins. . .
The limil on convina is nine, and an
angler may regret having kept smaller
fish in the two- to five-pound range when
he gets into a schoot of really big fish
later on.

TROLLING FOR CORVINA -
Many fishermen devole their full fishing
experiences al Salton Sea 1o trofling,
and a good percentage of afl corvina
caught are attributed to this method.

- Most anglers at the sea trolt Thin-
fins, and the sinking variety is preferred

over the fioaling model, The average -

depth of the sea is 13 feet, and sinking
Thinfins troll well at that depth.
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The productive color of lure varies
greatly, and al times a grey lure will out-
pertorm alt others, while other times the
lure must have red, or spats, o sitver, 13
est o maintain a wide variety of colors
in your tackle box,

‘While trofling, use different colored
lures at different distances from the boat.
Always longine -one lure, preferably
over 100 yards from the boat. In shallow
waler, under six feet deep, corvina will
scatter from a boat motor and reium to
the area only after the noise has sub-
sided. This is directly contrary to deaper
water corvina fishing where it is widely
believed running motors, splashing
water, and even stomping an the bat-
torm of the boat, actually atiracts corvina,

t rernember one cold winter day a
lew years back when Jimmy “Tex”

Ritter, then Chiel Ranger at the Safion
Sea Stale Park, and | were fishing at the
five-rile hole out of Bombay Beach. |
was doing research on winter covina
fishing at that time, and we were jigging
in about 30 feet of water. The late Willard
Woolen, Ol Jigstick™ by handle, had
gone along with us in his boat - Willard
believed in making noise to atlract cor-
ving, and he would always leave the
motor running and stomp up and down
on the boat while figging. The only fish
we got that day was a small one-pound-
er, and Willard blarned # all on the fact
thal we weren't noisy enough. i's

lificials. These anglers use bass rods or
fairty whippy spinning rods, and line test
will go from 8 pound test to 20 pound
test. Lures used are primarily ' Lunker
Lures, Thinfins or spoons. Heavier res
will cast further,

Once again, while fishing winter
walers, maintain a slow retieve. A Thin-
fin should be cast and allowad to settie
for only a moment before a slow, jerky
fetrieve is sfarted. Lunker Lures should
be afiowed to hit bottom, then lited up
off the botiom, retrieved a few feet, and
allowed 1o settle. Winter convina often hit

- softly, and sometimes there will be wo

rumored that “Jigstick” stormped the-

bottom out of three boats in his day, and
! don't doutst it.

While in shatlow water though, the
noise level In the boat must be kept
down, and the trolling lures should ba a
long distance from the boat. it's also
beneficial fo maintain a weaving course
so thal the lwes intersect water not
distrupted by the boat motor. This is
especially important while trolfing in
shallow bays for winler corvina,

Vary the boat speed between very
slow and very fast, maintaining one
speed for at least 15 minutes before
changing. When “the right speed is
found, maintain i,

Productive trolling speed in winter
will normally prove to be very stow, while
in the summer months some anglers
troll fast 1o very fast.

It is always a good idea to give ac-
tion 10 the ture by pulling the rod forward
and letting it back, this makes the lure
spurt forward — and then slow - as real
bait fish do. Thinfins, Lunker Lures,
Rebels, Rapalas, Spoonplugs, Hopking
and Krocodiles are all frequently used
while trolling Salton Sea.

CASTING FOR CORVINA - Dt
ing or eleckic froling a boat along
brushlines and shore is a preferred
fishing method for those casting ar-
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distinct strikes felt in rapid succession.
When that occurs, an angler must wail
for the second strike that comes a split
second after he first. .

Driing and casting is the best
method for winter corvina fishing. after
fish have been localed, since il cuts
down on uNNecessary noise,

JIGGING FOR CORVINA - The

ondy time jigging doesn't work very well
is when an angler is fishing in water
shallower than five feet, mainly because
lures are constantly being pulled out of
the water and back into the faces of

those doing the jigging.

Otherwise, jigging has probably
accounted for more covina taken from
Salton Sea than any other method. 1t's
not always the best fishing bet, but once
the fish have been located, and it they
are feeding heavily, jigging can't be
beat.

The most commonly used lure for
ffagingis the Hopkins spoon, and the
best weight is the % ounce Shorty. Silver
has been the only color available, but a
new gold finish spoon wifl probably out-
perform the silver, since gold reflects
fight while silver reflects whalever color
water it's in. Logically, in murky water the
gold finish would work better. :

Mast anglers know that jigging re-
quires letting the lure down to the



Croaker are the best bait available for catching really BIG corvina. The problern is in

keeping therm alive and active — they must be either kept in a live bait tank or transfer-
red to another fishing rig. and they must be very active in order to entice a hungry
corving - but, put an active croaker in front of a hungry corving and its "FISH ON",

bottorn, jerking # up and letting it seitle
back down o the bottorn. There arg,
though, many variations in manipulating
the lure on and around the bottom.

A more effective means of jigging’

i with a shorter lift of the pole, and many
limes a “coublesiike” action rather
than one fonger pole sweep is prefer-
red. The reason being that corvina
sometimeas hit on the dowrward move-
rment of the jig, and with lois of slack fine
out the angler won'l feel the hit. Many
fish that are caught while jigging have
actually hooked themselves when they
hit the lure while it is settling, and were
-stil on the line when the angler began
his rest upsweep. The "doublestrike”
. Sweep entails a much shorter settle
time, then ancther short jerk is given o
the lure before it's allowed to settie all the
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way back to the bottom. Many times an
angler will hookup on the second jigo-
ing motion.

Another way to improve on hook-
ups while jigging is to let the rod tip
back down more slowly after the up-
sweep, so there is kess slack between

the pole and the lure in the event afish

hits on the way down,

Some anglers sweep their rod up .

as high as possible when jigging, but in
aimost evety case this is an unneces-
sary action that resulls in fewer fish than
using the “double-strike” method closer
to the botiom, It stands 1o reason that if
there’s less slack between the rod and
the lure, there is less opportunity for a
fish to spit the: lure before the hook is set.

Besides the Hopkins spoon, some
anglers jig with hula-skirted jigs, Lunker

1

NOTIGE: Salton Sea can be hazardous. High winds can come up
aa?(idly and there are numerous sunken hazards throughout the Sea.
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Take extreme care while on Saiton Sea waters.
KEY: C-CORVINA CR-CROAKER S—SAHGO T-TILAPIA
1. Cleveiand Street CICR 28, I\RIaftiona! Wildlite . CICRISIT
. - l
2. North Shore Maring CICRISIT ? UGS CLOSED T0 BOATS DUOY line
27. Old Ranch rOPLESSPALM TREE)  GAGR
3. Sunken Motel CICR/SIT
- 28. Black-Rock CICR/SIT
4. Sneaker Beach CICRT .
Salton Sea Stat i 29. Steam Well CICRISIT
5. Salton e RS . .
Recreation Area MaRNA) 30. New River Bay CICHIT
6. Mecca Beach CICR/SIT  31. New River sHaLLow) CICRT
7. Corvina Beach . CicrigiT - 32. Sunken Barge CICR/ST
8. Salt Cresk CICRIT 33. Benson's Landing sunkenGICRISIT
0, %E,E’A Playa Riviera CICRISIT 34. Bessie’s Post sMILE FOsT) CICR
¢ y 35. Navy Base c.osep) CICRISIT
10. m&gm& RV Park CICRISIT HAazARDOUS Sunken Structures
36. Target CICR/S -
11. Freeloader Beach CICR/SIT -
‘ 37. Blockhouse Hazarpous  GICRISIT
12. Mesquite Beach _GICR Sunken Posls »
X ! CICR . i
13. Short Hole . 38 Mlnt HAZARDOUS CICRIT
14. Three Mile Hole CICR 39. The Keys CICRISIT
15. Bombay Beachnfny - GICRIST 4 vooniClubooseni  GIGRISIT
16. Brush Line ‘GiCR 41. Salton City army CICRSIT
17. Niland Marina(ciosepy  CIGRISIT 42. The Dome CICRISIT
19. HogPens CICR 44, Salton Sea Beach s CICRISIT
20. Basketball Court G/CR 45, Desert Shores MARINA) . CICRISIT
21, Mullet Island CICRISIT 45, Rose Garden ivenues CICRIT
- 22. Duck Blinds CICRT 47, The Snag avenves GICRIT
23. Alamo River GIGRIT 48, The Pole Line CICRIT
24, Old Red Hill Marina Jetty CICRISIT 49, Whitowater River . CICRIT
HAzaRDOUS Sunken Rocks HAzarDous Sunken Rocks
25. Red Hill parnay CICRISIT  50. Johnson Street CICRT
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Lures, Sassy Shad, Krocodiles and
Kastmaster $POONS,

LIVE DAIT FOR CORVINA - Bis
of plastic and hammered metal catch
a good percentage of the Salton Sea's
corving, but inmany cases there is no-
thing like the real thing. And in Salton
Sea the real thing is either a mud-
sucker, tilapia or croaker.

- Mudsuckers are the only live bait
available in bait shops around the sea,

" but tilapia and croaker are availabie

with a little effort.

' Most drains entering the sea
have schools of smalt tilapia that can
be caught with a hand-held dip net.
These tilapia can be kept alive in-
definitely in an acreated live bait tank
or in.a bait bucket with occasional
water changes. The Johnson Street
crain, between Mecca and Poor
Richards on Highway 111 side, is a
good place for netting tilapia {throw
nets and gill nets are ilegal).

Croaker must be caught by
hook and line, and some anglars use
one rig to calch a croaker and then
they transfer the bait to another rig for
covina. But the best way 10 use
croaker for bait was shown to me by
Ernie Gow of Calipatria {featured in
WESTERN OQUTDOORS magazine,
August 1983, “In search of Salton
Sea Corvina™.

Emie jigs unti he hooks a
croaker, al which time he transfers the
fish to ancther rig with a live bait hook
and light weight. He then lets the
croaker have a little line, keeping just
enough pressure on the croaker to
keep track of it. The croaker puls out
frantic vibrations, attracling corvina.
Most corvina caught in this manner go
more than 10 pounds and many will
be. 18 pounds or belter. See the
chapter “Tips from the Experts” for
more  information  on  Ernig’s
techniques.
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The most commion set up or five
kit fishing is a sliding sinker, splitshot
and a single live-batt hook. The size of

-weight will depend on the wind and

speed of drift #f you are in a boat, as
the bait should be kept next to the bot-
tom. The faster the drift, the larger the
weight needed.

Hook size should vary with the -

size of bait, and *4 hook is a good
hook size tor small tilapia and mud-
suckers, while a slep up to *2's is
good for medium sized bait. For larger
bait fish, like croaker, a number 2/0 or
even as large as 5/0 will be needed.
(Sorme croaker used for bait weigh in
at more than one pound.) A hook fre-
quently used al Salion Sea -~ that
works wonders when dirifting live bait
- ig the Kahle Horizontal hook from
Belle Plaine, Minnesota. Longtime
sea fisherman Ken Fredearicks,

"Bushbuck”™ by handle, says "l didn't -

lose more than two fish off the Kahle
hook in an entire season of fishing,
and that was a lot of fish,”

Live bail should be let out until
it's a distance from the boat, but still
near the bottorm, and the boat should
be allowed to drift freely. Then close
the bail, set the drag for medium and
bounce the bait along behind the
boat. From shore, the best you can do
is cast it out and walit. If you're fishing
on a jefly, such as the State Park on
the north shore, you may want to try
casting out live bait with no weight at
all, or with a bobber - once fish are
found, the same drift should be
repeated.

Mudstckers are the best when
hooked through the lips, while tilapia
should be hooked through the lips or
just under the forward part of the dor-
sal tin. Croaker should be hooked
through the lips or under the dorsal
fin. 3

— -

COrVina COOKING NOT@

Due to their large size, corvina are generally fillated. The white
meat is of excellent texture, with large, white flakes of meat
when cooked. The filet's are well-suited to baking - with or
without sauces; pan frying; batter frying; or barbecueing while
basting with seasoned, melted butter.

TRAILER
SERVICES INC.

PARTS & SUPPLIES

CAMPERS - RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
HITCHES INSTALLED -
TRAILER WiRiN
* INSURANCE ESTIMATES .

+ BOAT TRAILER SUPPLIES & REPAIRING +
‘PROPANE # FIBERGIASS REPAIR
¥ BUDDY BEARINGS, HUBS & AXLES «

MON-FRI B-5:30 (FRI TILL 4)
SUNDAY §-12 [CLOSED SAT)

347-6060

45831 SALTON INDIO

MINI-MOTOR HOME
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Fred Wilson displays a nice 12 pound corvina caught near the ol marina at Red
Hitl. The bridge and gas pump from the old marina, visible in the background,
flooded out a number of years ago. The boat is “Gunmunner, * belonging to the
author who is a field reporter for WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS.
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CHBPTer TWO

croaker
- WHaT YOU neeb 1O KDOW

Iso known as Bairdiella, the

croaker looks like a miniature cor-
vihg, averaging about 10 inches in
length and about % pound in weight,
They travel in large schools throughout
the sea. S

For sheer numbers of fish, an
angler can creel more croaker than any
other species of fish in the sea... and
probably faster, too,

Croaker feed primarly on fve
minnows, but when feeding they hit
anything that moves and fils into their
mouth. Anglers have caught croaker
on com, cut bait, worms, minnows,
SpOoNs, spinners, flies, plugs and even
bare hooks. The best bait, though, is a
ive minnow, followed closely by cut
bait (cut up mackeral, anchovies, etc.)
and then worms or nightcrawlers,

A *4 hook. is good for croaker.
and many anglers use a bottorn weight
with two or three snelled hooks attach-
ed above the weight, so more than one
fish can be caught at a time. 1 there are

corn on the bottom hook and worms or
cut bait on the ather two hooks. This
gves the angler a shot at sargo,
croaker and titapia. Corving, also, can
be caught on worms occasionally. Ar-
tificials will also catch croaker, and a
small spoon, fig or spinner will save the
trouble of baiting hooks.

. Croaker can be caught at afl dep-
ths. They will sornetimes be on the bot-
tom while other times on top, and some
schools are so0 thick i's a mass of
croaker from the surface (o the bottom.
I've seen warmn summer evenings
where the surface of the sea was still as
glass except for the ripple created by
thousands of croaker moving along,
just under the surface.

These fish can be caught readily
almost anywhere arcund Salton Sea
during warm weather, but when winter
months arfive and walers cool, the
croaker seem 1o disappear. Seidom, if
ever, does anyone catch a croaker in
the winter.

sargoin the area it's a good idea to us%%/ Thereisnolimiton croaker. [0

/"-_‘ =
L —~

CroaKer CooKinG note

Croaker are good-eating, although some people find the number
of bones more than they want to contend with for the amount of
meat. Croaker can be filleted or gutted and scaled in a normal

" manner. If cleaning, scale the tish well and cut out the dorsal fins
to help eliminate some of the bones. The small fillets make ex-
cellent battered fish strips for fish and chips,
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structures where they feed on bar-
nacles. They tend to congregate
together in suitable habitat areas,
athough they are not known as a
schooling fish.

- Sargo are tremendous fighters,
and an angler armed with an ultralight
outlit can have loads of fun catching
these excellent-eating fish.

~ Corn is the most productive bait
used for sargo. In years past, it was
common practice to chum an areg
heavily with canned com to attract the
sargo to the area, but recently it was
determined that chumming with pro-
cessed foods (including canned corm)

was as iliegal in Salton Sea as any other .
inland body of water. Some anglers -

have taken to chumming with dried
“processed,”
hence; legal. But whether that helps or
not has yet to be proven,

WH3T YOU neeD TO Know
: SARGO have a flat. pan fish shape Canned com remains the best
and they hang around underwater  bait for sargo, and a *4 hook is well-

suited to this fish. A bottorn weight with
wo snefled *4's attached to the line
works well, and com should be trvead-
ed on the bottorn hook with worm or
cut bait or both on the upper hooks..A
half hour's fishing will tell you if you're
into sargo, croaker, tilapia or a com-
bination of those fish, and you can ad-
just your bait to the species you want,

Sargo, as with the croaker and
convina, make-a loud croaking noise
when brought out of the water, Some
fishermen feel the fish should not be
kept outside the boat on a stringer or in
a wire-mesh basket because the croak-
ing warns other sargo away. On the
other hand, some anglers believe the
croaking attracts other fish 1o the area.
Try it both ways and go with the
method that works best,

There is no limit on sargo, O

SArGéo COOKING NOTE

Sargo are an excellent-gating fish and they can be either filleted
or cleaned. The firm, white fillets make very good fish and chips
or batter-fried fillets. These fillets are also very good in ceviche (a
Mexican dish where the meat is "cooked” only with lime juice.)

gl
MOTOR HOTEL .
Marina
FINE ROOMS | CHARTERS
SUPERB DINING | ¢ Tackle -
' Gas & Qil
COCKTAILS Tie Ups
Welding
Entertainment Nitely Beer
' Soft Drinks
For Reservations Call Snacks
Fl Morocco CEMENT LAUNCH RAMP
Motor Hotel Open 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
82643 Miles Ave, » Indio, California (619) 395-5700 ;
-3 47-2306 DaserlShnres, CA92274  David Urbanoskl " .
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TiLaPig
WHaT YOU neeb To Know

Tilapia are a flatsided pan fish, and
il their basic shape is simiflar to that of
the sargo, although their coloration is
completely different. The huge mouth of
the titapia, in addition to the darker col-
oration sets it apart.

Tilapia feed on about 70% plart
matter and 30% animal lile, and worms
or nightcrawler chunks have been prov-
en 1o be the best bait for them. Even

$0, lilapia have been caught on almost
everylhing ever used in Salton Sea, and
catching them on Hopkins spoons or
trofled Thinfins while fishing for corvina is
not uNcommon. :

The maost common method of fish-
ing for tilapia is wilh a bottom weight
and wo snelled hooks above the
weight. Number 4 or 6 worm hooks are
good, and a chunk of nightcrawler two

Luring certain times of the year hordes of fishermen line the arains when they fil Ih

ligpia. The titapia Zifli sometimes are so thick they seem o boil the waler, and
fishermen come from hundreds of miles around. Unfortunately, cleanlingss is not
always one of the priorities, and these fishing areas may be closed 10 public access
g{ffrggrermen don't pack out what they pack in. it really doesn't take that much more




Tilapla!!! This large-mouthed fish was caught in the Johnson Street orain just
above Poor Richards on Highway 111 side of the sea. At times of the year an angler
can land fifty or more of these a day, providing some fine-eating. They can become
skittish though, and an angler will clo better if he uses no weight with just the hook
and worm — and if he fishes an area of the ditch that is not popuiated by pecple -
these fish also, are adversely affected by too much noise.

inches long threaded on the hook will
catch any siza titapia. '

- These fish tend lo congregate to-
gether in any water that is of a suitable
lemperatfe, sO you may catch one
three inchas long, or three pounds, the
size of the fish can vary with every cast.

Once you focate an area with tia-

pia the aclion is constant. They're a
good fighting fish in water that is warm
enough [0 keep their matabolism mov-
ing, and they'll even put up a fair fight in
cold water, During the summer, many
an angler has thought he was hooked
“up with a big corvina, only o find out a
~ big Mozambique male, with bright red
- fins, has latched on to his lure,

When the water iernperature.

reaches the upper 70's and tilapia are

* spawning, the males attain red fins and

jaws, and the rermainder of their body
color is a dark green. Obwiously, they
are parficularly violent al this time. The
titapia can first reproduce at 90 days of
age in ideal conditions, and every 60
days thereatfter. With that kind of repro-
duction, it's litle wonder there are winter
die-ofts of hundreds-ot-thousands of fish
fom cold-water temperatures, and yet

stilt plenty of fish remaining for good ac- 7

fion the next year.

Tilapia sometimes prefer a moving
balt — not a constantly moving ture,
necessarly - but in many instances
tilapia won't go after a worm uniil it jig-
gles, or moves just a bit, Mary times |

have been fishing next to 10 or 15 other
boats, and the only ones who were
calching fish were the ones that were
just barely moving their bait.

Sometimes the proper water tem-
perature for the fish is just up off the bot-
tom - or maybe in a stratified layer two
or three teet up rom the botiom - in
which case it's necessary 1o lift the bait
up off the bottom and move it slowly up
and down or sideways. If you have oo
ruch weight when the tilapia are look-
ing for-a suspended, or moving bait,
they will spit it out immediately. In many
instances the only way you can calch
them consistently is with 2 small spiit-
shot as weight, or none at afl. No weight
is sometimes the way 10 Qo because the
bait covers all depth levels. It is moving
slowly as it descends, and the fish fesls
no resistance when it hits the wom of
"crawler, ‘

- The same applies when fishing for
tilgpia Zifti in.the imgation ditches that

“drain into the sea, such as Johnson

Street drain and Lincoln Street (White-
waler River} It always seems an angler
catches more fish when he uses little or
no welght in the drains. Plus there is
aways the added possibility of catching

- a huge flathead catfish, some of which

Tilapia and sargo meake up the mejority of ihis hefty stringer of fish, representing just a

exceed 40 pounds.

All in all, the tilapia has added a
new dimension ko fishing Salton Sea,
and # hasn't seemed to hurt the existing
fish poputations at all.

With no limit, the tilapia has provid-
ed fishermen with a fish that is easy to
catch, profific in numbers and excellent-
eating. Just what the doctor ordered to
keep the entire family happy, including
the disgruntied comvina angler it he was
in the wrong spot at the wiong time. [

few hour's fishing out of Salton Sea State Recreation Area on the North Shore.
Crystal and Carla Los, with some help from Zach Karr, show off the fine stringer,
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“TiLaPid COOKING NOTE

Tilapia are an excellent-eating fish, provided you DO NOT CUT IN-
TO THEIR STOMACH AND GET THE CONTENTS ON THE MEAT. Per-
sonally, I never even think of gutting a tilapla, and the only way |
clean them is by fillating. Even then | take extra precautions to
ensure | don’t cut into their stomach. The contents of a tilapia

.. ! stomach is what it eats, 70% vegetable matter and 30% animal
. matter, and the combination makes a black, smeily mess in their

. stomach. The meat, on the other hand, is a very fina texture and
flavor, similar to scallops and well suited to any type of fish
cookery ever invented.

Tiapia filets. These fine textured fillets have a faintly scalﬂavor when cooked, and”
they are one of the least “fishy" tasting fish | have ever ealen. They are excellent in
mostanyfishfecpeyoucantmnkof

CHaPTe( Five

TO CATCH 8 FlSH
~ 3NY FisH

or the angler who just wants to have
action and put some meat in the
freezer—this chapler is for you.

There are two specific seasons at
Salton Sea... winter and summer. We're
qoing o cover those two seasons, but
remember that one season can exlend
into another, and one “summer”’ tech-
nique may work during a mild winter, or
vice versa for the summer.

Summer fishing months-are those
with ternperatures of 80 degrees and

above, oorsisiently. Summer fishing -

can begin earlier in the year, but it can
also shut off just as fast. When you first
get to the sea during summer months,
ask the locals, park attendants and bait
store owners what fishing is best,

it they say sargo. buy one can of
canned com per angler per day. If it's
tilapia, get one dozen nighicrawlers per
angler per day, but it it's good tilapia

fishing, you'll need two dozen per per- .

son. Keep them cool or they'll all die on
you. If croaker is the main bill of fare, buy
cul bait such as anchovies or mackeral.

~ Nightcrawlers also work. I the report is

for corvina, the possibility for alt other fish
varieties exists, and i's a good idea to
et some nightcrawlers and com along
with fures or live bait. |

¥ you're fishing from shore, try
corn on a *4 or *6 hook with a bottom
waight and cast it out from shore, leav-
ing it still for about a half hour. If no ac-
tion, you'lt want to fry a chunk of night-
crawler or cut bait. i vou use two hooks
above the bottorn weight, try com on the
bottom and nightcrawler or cut bait on

the second hook. I still no hookup .

within a half hour, fry casting kires in the
area for awhile, and see ¥ there

are any corvina actively working the
area. If stil no action, fry a chunk of
nightcrawler below a botsber with no
waight at all. This might pick up a tilapia
if they're feeding cautiously. if the worm
doesry't get it just sitting there, try jigging
the bobber and bait, or pulling it in
closer to shore — that sometimes stimu-
lstes a tilapia or croaker to hit the bait. If
stifl no action after an hour or two of try-
ing all these possibilities, t's time 1O
move on o ancther spat (miles away,
not feet} or cast your bait out, sit back
and try to wait themout,

Sometimes during winter months

~the tilapia begin feeding well around

2,00 or 3:00 in the afternoon, and any
other time will ondy result in occasional
hook-ups. The winter convina fishing
around Red Hill is best from 3:00 p.am.
uniil dark when it first gets slarted, and
any cother time you're on the water it's
pretly slow.

When you get to another section
of the sea, try the same techniques. It
may be best io give a call to the other
aress first, 10 see if they're doing very
well. Many fimes though, when the
report is bad it's only because there isn't
anyone fishing, not because there aren't
any fish being caught.

If you're fishing from a boat, the
same fishing techniques apply, but
forget the bobber and simply let the bait
down to difierent depths. Keep the
necessary weight lo a minimum so hsh
won't feel resistance.

Fvou are going 1o Salton Seafora
weekend of “fif the freazer " type fishing,
call Salton Sea State Recreation Area,
Bornbay Beach, Desert Shores and one
o two of the bait shops to see where



FISH, FISH, FISH. The end of the jetly at Safton Sea State Recreation Area has
aways been a favonte fishing spol. During the summer, when coving, -sargo,
croaker and tilapia are all feeding well, anglers on alt sidies will be pulling in fish of all
types. Here, the primayy fish was sargo, but the bite went from tilapia to sargo fo
croaker (o titapia, then to covina. That's why it's best to have all types of bait when at
Salton Sea.

the aclion is — then head for the best

fishing available, and make prepara-

tions for each type of fishing that could FOf 3DDITION3L

be available, _ COPIes OF
Bring a number of plastic baggies

for wrapping the fiiels, and if you want to
be completely prepared, bring freezer
paper and tape for double packaging

~ “FiSHING
SOLTON

your fillets to Iast six months or fonger
after freezing. : Sea "
. Don't forget while fishing, DONT

WASTE YOUR TIME ON A NON-PRO- Send $3.95

DUCTIVE METHOD OR PLACE. If no- Plus $1.00 Postage and
. body'is doing any good where you're - Handling to:

fishing, and there isn't one specific time |-+ BILL KARR

of day that has been good, try either a . PO. Box 3062

different bait, a different method, or North Shore, Ca 92254

eavethearea [
| 33
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These fish were caught in mic-winter at the south end of Salton Sea. an unheard of
accomplishrment for most corvina fishermen uniil the author wrote *In Search of
Saiton Sea Corvina” for WESTERN QUTDQORS magazine. Thanks to Emie Gow

of Calipatria, hundreds of fishermen now begin their corvina fishing months earfier
than previousty. Unfortunately, many of thern violate the first rule of winter corvina
fishing, which is KEEP QUIET. This restilts in a much lower percentage rate of suc-
cess than would be possible if boats kept the noise to a minimurn in shallow water,

Captain

Lucky Pugh

- CORVINA
~~  FISHING

- CHARTERS

— SAITON SEA -
CHARTER BOAT

SRS os-305-5558
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o SILVER SANDS
'RV ano CAMP RESORT

Salton Sea Beach
T HWY. #86

Swim Pool Great Fishing
Pool Table Complete Laundly'
Rock Hounding MANAGERS:
Leisure Games Lyte and Betly
Na Smog or Fog Moerica ,
FULL HOOKUPS TeL: 619-395-5437
MAIL: R#3 Box 610  Thermal, CA 82274

WELCOME
RV’ERS - MOBILE HOME'RS - CAMPERS

Bombay Matina
o Hwy 111 | fSaliton Sea
' California &

Boat Rental Ramp-Tie up

RVSP Hook-up Bait Store

lce ~ . Cold Drinks
Restroom - Shaded Camp
| Air Conditioned Campers
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TIPS FrOM THE eXperTs

Fishin_g Salton Sea, as with any
body of water, becomes easier
and more productive the more you

fish-it. The person who lives at the.

sea, or fishes it consistently, is
bound to be better acquainted with
both the Sea and the fishing than a
Derson who only goes there once or
twice a year. Consequently, the peo-
ple who fish the Sea lhe most,
shoutd know the Sea and it's fishing,
the best. Within this chapter we will
cover the people who-know Salion
Sea best. These people have chal-
lenged the fish for years... and won,

CAPTAIN “LUCKY" PUGH - A
legend within his own time, Captain
"Lucky Dog” has been around
Salton Sea for 20 years, and he has
fished every comner of this immense
body of water. He has fished it in the
best weather and the worst, and he
has guided thousands of people to
good fishing on the Sea. The few

times | have been fishing in

“Lucky's” boat with him, | have
always caught fish, even when |
didn’t think we would even go figh-
ing. let alone catch fish. He does
know the sea, and probably better
than any one man tishing Saiton Sea
presently.

““Lucky" feels the main thing to
reckon with at Salton Sea is the water

- thal is suitabie for fish.

Waler color at Salton Sea varies
constantly, changing from a clear
blue or green to a darkish brown col-
or: When there is an algae bloom the
water can turn reddish brown over-
night, and the water becornes a hot-

_becl of growth, Actually, it is this

prolific growth that takes up all the
oxygen in one certain section of Sait-
on Sea, killing all fish within that area
for lack of oxygen. But at the same
time, that growth creates the perfect
habitat for fish to live in. The death
comes with clearer water, of blue or
green tint, That's when nothing at all
can five... and the area is normailly
devoid of life. But when it's stifl dark
brown, that's where the fish are,

As the boat moves through the
waler you can even see lhe algae

growth from the back of the boal,

parting as you pass through. It ap-
pears as though there is a fim over
the water, and as the boat moves
lhrough the water that film parts,
showing a different color of water.
That's when you know you're in fish
walter,

“If you want to catch fish at
Safton Sea, you have to find water
the fish can live in... and that's
brown water. You may catch fish in
an in-between color water, but
brown's the best. You can iden tify it
because you can't see through it at
all.” Lucky says. “Of cowrse, YOou
alteacly know the approximate area
of the Sea the fish are in, because
you fish there every day, but when
you head ouf the next morning, you
Just look for the right water."

- "There really isn't any secret,
Other than going fishing when the
fishing is good, and then finding the
fight place to f#ish. Anybody can
catch lots of fish at Salton Sea, but
the person that can't devote the
necessary time (o locating the fish,
finding what they're hitting and then




Ernie Gow; (foreground). of Calipatria, and George Wallet, of Westrmoreland,
show off big corvina taken in midwinter out of Redhill, Ernie was the first person |
could find that knew of catching corvina consistently in midwinter, but George
Wallet obviously was also aware of the well-kept secret.
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getting there at the right time... that's
where the guides come in. We know

-where they're at and how lo calch

them.” :
And thal's the truth, proven time

and time agaln... even though Salion

Sea is the best fishing in California, an
angler who wants to catch convina can
experience the best fishing with a guide.

Etnie Gow - Winter Corvina -
Emie Gow fives in Calipatria at the south
end of Salton Sea, and he is a special
kind of person. He's quiet, unlike many
fishermen.

A number of years back | wanted

lo do a story on winter corvina fishing,

and | bagan a long search for someone
who could take me out and prove with
some consistency that corvina coulkd be
caught in the winter. | knew darned well
that wenty pound fish didn't go into
hibernation during the winter, but it ook
me over a year to find someone who

said "Swure, | catch corvina in the

M

Emie Gow in action,

released. These are great fighting fish, and

fighting a nice corvina in the eight pound range that he later
many anglers go after them with fight out-

winter.” It took me another two months
to talk him into taking me fishing with
him.

That first trip was memorable: The
first cast Emie made, he hooked up with
a 12 pound corvina. Not that a 12
pound corvina was that big of a dedl in
warrm weather, but Emie had not only
shown me cavina could be caught in,
winter, but he was catching them in
water three feet deep.

it was aboul two years prior 1o the
writing of this book that Emie first show-
ed me the secret to winfer corvina
fishing — and | have written about that
secret time and time again. | have
shared the secrets with other fishermen,
and put it into print and yet people sl
ignore the primary rule of shallow water
corvina fishing.

Anglers must maintain  silence,
both in the boal, and with motor use
while in shallow back bays during winter -
fishing. The corvina are skittish, and
when a boat with a 24 inch motor shaft

fits. Sorme, including the author’s wife, Marilyn, only use ultralight spinning rigs.
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2, FhinFin “Shver Shad” Is a fisherman's "classic’

’ favorite lor catching many diferant speclas of fish,
#  The ThinFin bas claimed state records throughout

& the nation lor fish such as Walleye, Northern Pike,

. FRainbow Trout #nd While Bass. Tha Thinfin is now

avaliable in a vast assoriment of newer fish.caiching
colors. Let its natural bait-fish profile and s true-to-
lite awimming action help yeu to take the big
ones...by Storm|

Pioase wrile for a free catalog

roaring through water that's only
es deep, it can have a disruptive
on conving. They scatter rom the
only to re-group much later, and
fitferent area. Even a trofling boat
s enaugh disturbance to scatter
eeping them out of casting range.
is fact was brought home to me
inter day a year or 50 back when |
addling a nubber raft around Red
3y, casting Thinfins for convina, |
locate the fish by paddiing along
saw the disturbance on the sur-
f the waler caused by a large fish
off In fiight. When | first saw the
ce | would slow my paddiing
e disturbed water was only 30 feet
instead of 50, and then 1 would
casling. Even with the silence
d by a rubber raft, | would some-
eep the fish disturbed enough so
sould hardly reach thern with the

e fish are always in schools, it
., and when you find a distu-

ance you will know there are other fish
around.

Emie, at that time, always used
silver shad Thinfins. He would, at times,
use large ones, but at other times the
smaller sizes were all that worked, But
he always motared the boat to the gen-
eral area he infended 1o fish, then he
would cut it back to a bare idle until he
saw the swir of a fish, He would then cut

it back and let it drift, casting as far away

from the boat as possible. Every time |
ever fished with Ermie { caught fish... and
atways big fish. :

During warmer months, when
croaker are prevalent, Ernie always uses
croaker for bait because he likes big
convina and a big croaker bait will catch
a big corvina, He uses one rod to hook
a croaker, then he tansfers it im-
mecdhately to another outfit. He then lets it
back out and only keeps enough pres-
sure on it to ensure that it keeps moving.
As with all fish, a hooked croaker emits

frantic vibrations that attract predatory
fish. It's a great systern, and it usually
results in mighty big fish. All in al,
Ernig’'s about the best big fisherman
around the seg,

BuUSHBUCK"” — Ken Fredericks was
given the handle "Bushbuck” after one
of his excursions to Africa where he did
a lot of hunting. His favorite hunting,
though, has always been for convina at
Salton Sea. He never wanted to quide,
"It would take too much time away from
my fishing”, Ken would say.

Ken's lavorite method of convina

fishing is a combination of whatever he

finds to be working, but he never keeps
the boat in one place for long — he
always drifts while using live bait or jig-
ging - or he's trolling.

"When you can take a cold show-
er at Salton Sea,” Ken Fredericks says,
“thal’s when your're going to catch cor-
vina."" “Another thing,” adds Ken, “/
never touch the fure or bait with a bare
hand.. these fish are very sensitive
about scent.” 'l afways wear gloves or
kegp anisst in the boat to kilf odors. ™
"One of my friends”, Ken says, “keeps
garlic in the boat and rubs his hands in
it before pulting on a bait or fure.”

Whatever it is, "Bushbuck” wil
always be found where the fish are. He's
a limn advocate of moming fishing,
mainly because he doesn't want t0.be
caught out on the water in the hot sum-
mer afternoons, '

"I igure you have to find the fish
and then keep changing lures or bait

wntit you find what they 're hitling... that's

all there is 1o it", says Ken.

And thal's always been the way it
was when we've fished on “Bush
buck’'s” boat, we would change areas
and baits unt! we found fish. And we
always found fish. '

SUNSHINE” GEORGE - Although
only guiding professionally for three
years, “Sunshine” George has been
fishing Salton Sea for 23 years. Over
those years he has come to understand -
the habils of corvina, and the aremss

‘where they will most likely be found

under certain circumstances and during
certain limes of the year, “But the rmost
important thing in fishing Safon Sea,”
George says, s {o fish continually and
Systematically, EVERY day — lo know
where the fish are and what they are
feeding on.” “Tendencies of the fish
change from day-to-dlay, as does their
focation,” according 1o George, “and
you have lo stay on top of the fish day-
after-day to go out any one particular
day and expect to calch fish.”

~ That point was brought home o
me one day in early spring when | was
fishing out of Red Hill around the
"Duckblinds”, This area is shallow,
averaging less than three feel deep, and
100 much surface activity rom boats wil
run the fish out of the bay, or sendt them
on a game of hide-and-seek around the
bay. This day there were more than sev-
enty boats already there, and a fishing
derby was to begin in an hour. People
were calching fish, but nobody was
coming close to George and his clients.
Hfollowed his dirift, changed tures, drified
slow and fast. changed to live titapia,
then began casting Thinfins. But |
couldn't tempt the fish, Later on, George
filted me in on what was going on.

The boat activity had, indeed,
spooked the fish, but they had not left
the bay. They sirmply hit the bottom, and
stayed there. While 1 was driffing live bait
with no weight, and casting Thinfins, the
lures and baits were going over the tops
of the fish. George, on the other hand,
had his clients rigged with a medium
weight and a live mudsucker, and he
was drifting’ his bait right past their
noses. The covina couldn't resist it,

"Sunshineg” George had some
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other valuable information — for those
who use plastic or rubiber ure bodies on
weighted hooks — put a little crazy glue
oF super glue on the head so that the
plastic body will adhere o the hook,
thenzwhen fish hit the iure, the bodly isn't
quite so easy o rip off the hook. That's
good money-saving aclvice, '

Arother tip he has, is when you're
leeling bites — but not hooking the fish ~
use a spiit ing and put a small treble
hook on the eye of the Lunker Lure or
Hopkins spoon you're using. In many

the ‘bait and don't hook themselves.
This extra treble hook will increase your
percentage of fish-per-hits considerably.
- "Sunshine” George was the own-
er of a manufacturiing concemn, and
three years ago he sold the business to
o what he loves best.., fish. And he has
three different boats, including a pon-
toon boat, to suit the different clients and
different conditions at Salton Sea. “Sun-
shine™ George has this to say about
Salion Sea: Y have looked alf over the:
US. for better fishing than Salton Sea...
and there is none bettex " |

cases the fish are hitting at the "head' of

The Target. Lbng Known as a

prime desp-waler fishing spot at the Salton Sea, it

is only accessible by boat, and best by those that are somewhat seaworthy. The
larget is about two miles offshore from the Navy base, and at least five miles from
the nearest marina. It is quite a sight though, and at times it sits in water the
same color as the sky, melding into a foating platform of history and destination

of sportsmen,
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“FALLPREVIEW'S3
IN SEARCH OF

SALTON SEA
CORVINA

Angler Ernie Gow Unravels the Secret Of
How To Catch These Golden Battlers
In Late Fall and Winter

by Bill Karr

TWISTED GROTESQUE SHAPES OF LONGDEAD TREES REACHED
L their branches out of the water, and a row of official “National Wildlife
Refuge” signs stretched across the shallow bay. The sound of gunshots had
mingled with the cries of Canada geese not long before, and the snow cover
was still at the 4000foot level of the Santa Rosa Mountains around the
Salton Sea. ‘ ‘

A lone boat was drifting along the row of signs, and the angler standing
in the bow cast his lure. The Thinfin sailed through the air, hit one of the
signs and bounced into the water.

Ernie Gow of nearby Calipatria raised his rod tip and began a mediusn-
slow, jerky retrieve. Suddenly a small St. Helens erupted, sending geysers of
spray over the boat. Ernie leaned back into the rod as a twofoot length of
yellow-gold dynamite exploded from the water and tail walked toward the
boat. The line slacked for one instant, and the lure flew from the fish's
mouth. A “V” wake marked the escape route as its tail waved a farewell,

“1 always lose the first corvina of the year,” Ernie said. o

Sure, Ernie, but {n the middle of winter? It was early February, the inbe-
tween time, when guns have been cleaned and stored and fishing rods have
vet to be dusted off. By all the rules in the book it was not the time to be

catching corvina. But Emie had never read the book, and he was ‘catching
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~ oorvina. He catches them every winter. Even more surprising, he catches
them on lures, and he catches them in water less than four feet deep,
- Ernie’s secret for catching year-round corvina? Here it is:

When other fishermen can’t find corvina in their accustomed summer
hangouts, they hang up their rods with the customary phrase, “Sometimes

~ you can't catch corvina” The only difference between those fishermen and
Ernie is, when he hung his rod up for the first time a few years back and
said, “Sometimes you just don't catch corvina,” he asked a question, “Why
not?™ And he looked for an answer.

He lnew that as water temperatures cool, the metabolism rate of cold-
blooded fish slows and they feed less, but how much less? Do they actually
stop feeding? Ermie didn't think so.

' He experimented with different types of fishing outfits, different fishing
techniques and different lures. He experimented with different lure speeds,
fishing depths and at different times of the day. He experimented in the
winter; when the only other boats were those of duck hunters.

Finally, one warm January afternocon in 1980 Ernie noticed a huge boil
in the shallow water ahead of his boat as he neared the boat ramp at Red
Hill Marina. It was from a large fish, much larger than the sargo one would

expect in that area. He was on his way home after having spent the entire

-day in water 10 to 12 feet deep jigging and trolling unsucoessfully,
- He stuck his hand in the water and was surprised to find it warm. It was

as warm as surimer water temperatures, but only in the shallow, protected

bay where the wind could not mix the water and the currents created by the
Alamo and New sivers could not reach. There had been three still, bright
days with air temperatures in the low 70s, much warmer than it had been
the week before. _ ,

Exnie set his trolling rod aside and picked up his sevenfoot spirming
outfit. He reached for a Thinfin BT)-S Silver Shad, tied it to the line and lob-
bed it toward the boil.

‘The splash from the landing of the lure was still mixing with the ripples
from the boil when the strike came. It was not the strike of a' mad, active
corvina in the summer. It was the strike of a mad, active, hungry corvina in
winter-warmed shallow water near shore. The first unnerving strike, follow-
.ed by the aerial acrobatics of a 10-pound corvina, converted Ernie. He had
guessed that corvina fed all year around, and now he knew where. Shallow

. ‘water. But he was to keep it a secret for another two years.
He let two people know about the secret. And to keep it secret, he in-

sisted on them fighting any fish with the rod tip held under the water when -

other anglers passed by. At that time he didn’t know whether this one area,
actually within the bay at Red Hill Marina, was the only spot where this
could be done, or whether it occurred all over the sea, So he experimented,
and searched, and tried for another two years. '

When | called him this past winter, after a {ong search for someone who
could catch year-round corvina, he had made some findings. One of them
was that shallow water corvina were a permanent part of the Salton Sea. It
had not been a fluke that one day, and it was not that one place. It was ev-

erywhere near t_he southem side of the sea, but only after certain weather
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-conditions prevailed.

So Ernie decided to share his findings.

It takes three days of calm, still weather in the desert, with temperatures
in the 70s for at least a part of each day. When those criteria are met, you
will catch corvina in water less than four feet deep in areas not affected by
the currents from the Alamo, New and Whitewater rivers. The fishing
begins in the southeastern end of the Salton Sea, and since Red Hill Marina
is the most noticeable landmark in that area, it is mentioned first.

‘Actually, the fishing starts in all the protected backwater bays where the
water is warm enough to activate the corvina, and fully active they become...
rapidly. They are hungry and they are in search of young sargo, tilapia and
croaker, : '

The lure that most resembles these forage fish is the 34inch Thinfin
Silver Shad, with grey-scale silver finish, sinking variety. Ernie ties the lure
directly to the line without a swivel,

- Heavy line is a must in this shallow water fishing because of the sunken

- trees, bushes, signs and fence lines scattered throughout the bays, To make

matters worse, everything underwater is covered with sharp barnacles, and
one touch can sever a thin line. Besides, Ernie has caught corvina upwards
of 20 pounds in these shallow bays, and lost fish much larger, He wants to
be prepared when that new state record, the one over 37 pounds, spots his
lure. He uses 20-pound-test mono.

This type of fishing breaks many of the old standby rules, one of which
is noise.

Most oldtimers leave their motors running when they are jigging over
corvina hot spots, believing the noise attracts schools of corvina to the area,
That’s quite possible, and enough corvina have been taken in this manner to
support the theory. When fishing one winter with the late Willard Woolesn,
old “}igStick” from Bombay Beach, he even stomped up and down on the

- boat to add to the racket. If you didn’t catch anything, he figured everybody

had been too quiet.

With Emnie’s technique it is different. He circles the area he wants to
fish, cuts the motor and lets the boat drift, casting Thinfins to cover the sur-
rounding water. The slightest noise will send these shallow water corvina
ruaning, so he keeps talking and unnecessary noise to a rainimum.

The retrieve is a bit different, also. Ernie casts the sinking Thinfin out
and immediately begins his retrieve. He holds the rod tip high, reeling a cou- .
ple of times and then jerking the rod two or three times, keeping tension on
the lure to feel any hits, then he reels again. It's a medium/low retrieve, and
very erratic.

Corvina are a schooling fish, but when they come into shallow water
they tend to split up and spread over a much larger area than they wouldin
deeper. water, probably because the bait fish become spread out once the
corvina go on the prowl, :

When a fish strikes, the hit is always double. It goes “tap-tap” at almost
the same speed as if you said it in a normal speaking voice, Trying to set the
hook on the first tap will always leave you reeling back an empty lure, so

- five yourself another split second after the first tap. These hungry corvina
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will try to swallow the whole lure, so don't have too itchy a trigger finger
when responding to a hit.

_ Shallow water corvina fishing can shut off as rapidly as it begins, faster

in fact. The bays take three days of warm, still weather to reach a comfort-

~ able temperature for corvina, but that can change in a matter of hours.
Strong winds will “mix” the shallow bay waters, lowering water
temperatures and shutting off corvina activity, They will still be there, and
you ¢an see their movements as the boat approaches, but they will not feed
as readily as in warmer water. After a wind or extended cold spell, the winter
shaflow water corvina angler will have to wait uniil the arrival of another
three days of still weather in the 70-degree range.

" Ernie’s discovery of how to catch corvina in shallow water year-round
will simply add to the astounding numbers of fish that are being caught an-
nually at the Salton Sea.

But summer is the best time. ['s the time of year when the corvina are
fully active and feeding constantly, It's the time when many corvina
fishermen don’t keep any fish under 15 pounds. It's the time when your
arms get tired from catching fish.

When the air temperatore is sometimes in the 100s and the water

. temperature reaches as high as the 90s, it is necessary to fish deeper water,
because the shallow bays become too warm and there is a lack of nxygen in
the water. It's this timme of year when many corvina fishermen head out into
the 20foot depths, but not Frnie, He will go deeper too, but he very seldom
fishes water more than 12 feet deep. His Thinfins are set aside now, only
taken out of his tackle box when he runs into a school of corvina feeding on
the surface, : :

His favorite fishing techrique this time of year is live bait. Not if he
wants to simply catch fish, but when he wants to catch big fish, Live croaker
have proven to be the most productive big fish catcher available.

Ernie motors his boat to the general area he wants to cover, cuts the
motor and drifts his boat. The eroaker is hooked through the back dorsal fin
and allowed to freeswim, with no weight. The bigger the fish you want, the
bigger the bait you need. And Ernie tends to stick with croaler in the seven-
inch range. He wants the new state record, one over 36 pounds, 8 ounces,

~ The other methed for summer corvina is jigging, Many anglers will drift
their boat, casting jigs or spoons until they connect with a corvina, then they
will anchor and either keep using a jig or switch over to live bait. Another
method of jigging, for those without a boat, is wading into the shallow sea up
to the armpits and casting either a lure or live bait from shore. Both these
methods have accounted for untold numbers of summer corvina

Corvina are without a doubt the king of the Salton Sea, and they reign
over the dinner table. They exceed all other Salton Sea gamesters in size,
and some anglers will say they exceed them in eating, too. They do have
huge flakes of white meat, tender and tasty. '

- .But don’t discount the other denizens of the sea, both oldtimers and
new. Croaker have been prevalent since the corvina were introduced. In-
deed, they were planted at the same time and have increased in population

~ proportionately to the corvina. Groaker have always been the corvina’s
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* primary food source, and they probably still are. It's hard to tell, since all the

facts aren’t in on the African tilapia that is having such a heyday in it ex-
ploitation of this large inland sea. JM. “Tex” Ritter, chief ranger of the Salton

‘Sea State Recreation Area, says that since the introduction of the tilapia he

would not be surprised if more than 8 million fish were caught last year!
Other than corvina, when fishing the Salton Sea people don't ask, “How

many you got?” They ask, “How many buckets{ull you got?” It’s not, “Do

you have a limit?” since the only limit applies to corvina, It’s, “Are you tired

of catching fish, yet?”

Who knows? The Salton Sea many go from being the best fishing in
California to being the best fishing in the United States. It may very well be
that now, since the introduction of the tilapia. '

There is simply no way around the fact that if you like to fish, you will
have fun at the Salton Sea. No matter what tackle, technique or type of
fishing you prefer, and now, no matter what time of year you prefer, the
Salton Sea is the best fishing in California.

w

at Indio, Californio.

Outdoors writer Bill Karr often fishes the Salton Sea that sprazels neqr his home

HOW TO GET THERE: Go east from Los
Angeles on Interstate 10 to Highway
111, then to the Salton Sea State
Recreation Area on the northeastern
shore. Turn off on Highway 86 at Coa-
chella for the southwestern shore.
From Prescott, Ariz., head west on 18,

WHERE TO STAY: On the southwestern
side, Desert Shores has three camp
SroundsAraiter courts with full hookups and
the Saltana Hotel, Salton Sea Beach has one
campgroundArvailer court and the Palms
Hotel. Salton City has two camp-
groundArailer courts, and each area has
small stores and cafes, The Salton Sea State
Recreation Area Campground has a boat
ramp and 50 developed campsites with
solar-heated showers, Mecca Beach has 140
developed sites and solar-heated showers.

Salton Sea Tnp Facts

“~. CALIFORMIA
SALTON SEA

"' Horl Shars l

BEST SEASONS: Corvina are primarily caught during the summer, although certain areas
and conditions will produce big fish in the late fall and winter, :
WHOM TO CONTACT: For current information on camping and fishing contact the state
recreations area at (619) 393-3052; Poor Richard's on the north shore, (619) 396-2180; or
Mike's Tackle Box on the south shore, {619) 395-5114. ]
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Longtin
'Bait & Tackle Co.

WHOLESALE DISTRIB i 0125

BIG BEAR LAKE # COLORADO RIVER
% SALTON SEA ¥ INLAND WATERS +

619) 926-3491

Dost Office Box 2146
Homeland, California 99348

CHAPTEf seven

wHere 10
LBUNCH, Camp
DUY D8IT & TaCKLe, €TC.

Rebik’s Half-Pint llquors

Reblk

STEVE & MARY REBIK

302 East Main Street ¢ Box 168
Calipatria, California 92233
BUS: 348-5024  REs: 344-0413

Bait » Tackle * Licenses

NORTH SHORES'
Highway 111 Side

DILUCCHIOS ONE STOP SHOPPE oIy ...,
GEMCOMNDIO) ... oo
K-MARToNDICY .. o U
MUDSUCKER BAIT SHOP anvoicy ... TR
NORTH SHORE YACHT CLUB & MARINA (NORTHSHORE) .. ...
POOR RICHARD'S Mecca) .
SKIP'S LIQUORINORTHSHORE) ...
VICTORY SPORTING GOODS & LIOUOR {COACHELLA) ... ... ...
YELLOWMART gnDIOy . ... . e e

WEST SHORES
Highway 86 Side

DESERT SHORES MARINA (DESERT SHORES) . . . L
JOE'S SALTON SEA SERVICE (DESERTSHORES) . ... o
MIKE'S TACKLE BOX (DESERTSHORES) ... ... ... .

SALTON SEA BEACH MARINA (SALTON SEA BEACH) |

SOUTHERN END

BOMBAY BEACH MARINA (BOMBAY BEACH). ... ... ...
GRANDMA'S BAIT & TACKLE ®eDHILLY .. .
LANSPORTINGGOODS pereanoy ...
REBIK'S 2 PINT LIQUOR (cavipATRiA). ... ..

619-347-3023
619-347-4081

619-342-2199
619-347-1691
619-393-3891

...618-396-2180

619-393-3661

.619-398-8500

619-347-1107

.618-365-5700

619-395-5806

coivre.. B10-305-5114
.....619-3955212

619-348-1694

..618-348-2310
...619-348-0674
" 619-348-5024




Marina » Launching

NORTH SHORES
Highway 111 Side
AL'NCHRISRV PARK voRTHSHORE) .

BOB'S PLAYA RIVIERA (NORTH SHORE) .
BOMBAY BEACH MARINA momaay BEACH). .

...619-348-1272
. 619-348-1835
619-348-1694

NORTH SHORE YACHT CLUB & MAFiINA {(NORTH SHORE) ........ 619-393-3891
- SALTON SEA STATE RECREATION AREA (NORTH SHORE). ... ... 619-393-3059
WEST SHORES
, Highway 86 Side
DESERT SHORES MARINA eseaT SHORES) . ... ... ... .. .. 619-395.5700
SALTON SEABEACH MARINA (SALTON SEA BEACH) N i) 9—395—5212
WEST SHORES LAUNCH RAMPatonciy . _. South Marina Drive
' SOUTHERN END
RED HILL MARINA men HiLy. Off Hwy. 111 betwesn Nitand and Calipatria
Repairs » Services
"NORTH SHORES
Highway 111 Side
CBVALLEY COMMUNICATIONS ooy ... 619-347.7747
CURT'S TRAILER SERVICES, INC. NDIOY) ... 61 9-347-6060
WEST SHORES
Highway 86 Side
BIFF'S TOWING (pesert SHORES) ._............ ... . .. ..619-395-5113
BUD & JEAN HEFFERON wesent SHORES) . . .. S ... ...B19-395.5774
BUILDING MATERIALS

JOE'SSALTON SEA SE RVICE (pEsent sHorgs)

SOUTHERN END
MILLHOUSE MAF\'!NE (BOMBAY BEACH) . .

.. B19-395-5806

... 619-348-1231

Tt e e et tom e e e e

‘Groceries Supplies

NORTH SHORES
Highway 111 Side _ ' -
POORRICHARD'SMECCA} ., ..o 619-3962180

SKIP'S LIQUOR inoRTH SHOHE} .. 619-393-3661
WEST SHOHES
Highway 86 Side
DESERT SHORES MERCANTILE (pESeRT sHORES) ... 6510-395-5221
JOE'S SALTON SEA SERVICE (DESERTSHORES) ... ..... ... 619-305-5806
LEAQMINIMART saLTONGIYY . 619-394-4330
SALTON CITY MARKET satronesty .. £19-394-4403
- SOUTH ERN END
GRANDMA'S BAIT & TACKLE ReDHILL MARINAY. . 619-348-2310
L&NSPORTING GOODS mmwanNDy . .. 610-348-0674
NEW BOMBAY MARKET (BOMBAY BEACH) ... ... .. SR 619-348-1304
REBIK'S V2 PINT LIQUOR cALpatawy. £19-348-5024
Restaurants ~ Dars
NORTH SHORES
Highway 111 Side
THE ANCHOR (NORTH SHORE) .. : .......819-393-3822
NORTH SHORE YACHT CLUB {NORTHSHORE). .. .. ... . 619-393-3801
SKIP'S (Swampcooler) wortHSHOREY ... .. 619-393-3661
WEST SHORES '
- Highway 86 Side s )
HELEN'S BEACH HOUSE saLton SEABEACH)................. .. ..619~-395-5638
MIKE'S TACKLE BOX (DESERT SHORES). ... .. . .. . SRR 619-395-5114
ROWBOAT CLUB@aroNGIT) 619-394-4464
THE TIKI(SALTONSEABEACH). ... ........... ... 619-395-5172
SO UTH ERN END
GASTON'SCAFEmIAND). ............. .. -..619-348-0616
PASTIMECAFE& BARwwaNDy. . . ... . £19-348-0561




RV Parks # Campgrounds + Motels

NORTH SHORES
Highway 111 Side

AL ‘N CHRIS RV PARK INORTHSHORE) .. .. . ...
BOB'S PLAYA RIVIERAMORTHSHORE). . . ... ..
EL RANCHO DEL SOL NORTHSHORE) .. ... ... ...
NORTH SHORE YACHT CLUB & MARINA (NORTHSHORE) . ...
SALTON SEA STATE RECREATION AREA (NORTHSHORE). .. ...

WEST SHORES
Highway 86 Side

MARINA MOBILE ESTATES & RV PARK (DESERT SHORES) ... ...
RIVIERA TRAILER PARK sautoneyy ..
SALTANA MOTEL (DESERTSHORES). . ... .......
SALTON CITY SPA & RV PARK (saLTONCITY) . T
SALTON SEA STATE RECREATION AREA (NoRTH SHORE).. ...

SILVER SANDS RV RESORT (rHeRMAL)
Hwy. 111 east of Desert Shores

WEST SHORES RV PARK saLtongity) e
SOUTHERN END

BOMBAY BEACH MARINA BOMBAYBEACH). ... ...

BASHFORD'S HOT MINERAL SPA wiangy ..

FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH SPAmNiLAanDy .. ..

IMPERIAL SEA VIEW SPA miLanD) .

OASIS MOBILE HOME VILLAGE twanp) . .

619-348-1272

.619-348-1835
£19-393-3931
. 619-383-3891

619-393-3069

619-395-5227

619-394.4406
613-305-9294
619-394-4333

..619-393-3059
. 619-395-5437

..619-394-4755

.619-348-1694
..619-348-1315
....B19-348-1340

..619-348-1204
....619-348-0411

RED HILL MARINAREDHILL) . off Hwy. 111 between Nitand and Calipatria
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