SALTON SEA

m

Restoration Project

\ S - The many and some-
il_nes ‘conflicting challenges facing the
‘Salton Sea were aired here January 9 and
:10 during the Fourth Biennial Salton Sea
Symposium.

‘The event, sponsored by the
fton Sea Authority, featured presenta-
tions by three members of Congress as
-well as a number of federal and state offi-

S “All of the issues were put on the
< table,” said Authority President Roy
President. . Wilson, a member of the Riverside County
.. Board of Supervisors.

.. Mary Nichols, California’s
™~ - Secretary for Resources and Salton Sea

Congresssor{ﬁi Task Force members Ma

Bono (R-44"") and Ken Calvert (R-43')
- made it clear from their presentations that

because of the need to complete water
transfers, a decision on reshoratlon will be
made this year.

The pending water transfer
between the San Diego County Water
Authority and the tmperial lrigation District
‘is forcing us to face the issue many saw
coming in the mid 1990s,” Nichols said.

“The good news is that there
appears to be ‘affordable’ options for
Saiton Sea Restoration. By that, | mean
$500 million or less,” she said.

“The bad news is that the options
with all of the background analysis and
pros and cons are not getting to the pub-
lic,” Nichols said.

See Crossroads, page 2



“Bridging the Crossroads™

By Roy Wilson
President,
Salton Sea Authorrty Board

: At the recent Salton Sea Symposium, the theme was
“Bridging the Crossroads.”

well as subsequent feedback, we did a pretty good job of pre-

senting and discussing the many political, scientific. environmen- il

tal and economic issues we face in brzdgmg the crossroads and
restoring the Salton Sea.

the next year. The Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA) is
scheduled for finalization by the end of the vear. Because of this
timing and the effect of water transfers on the Sea. a good deal of
time at the Svmposium was spent discussing that historic pact.

The QSA is an important agreement for California and
the six other states in the Colorado River Basin as w ell as the
members of the Salton Sea Authority.

Mary Nichols, Director of Californias Resources
Agency. told the symposium audience that we need to know whar =

the implications of the rransfers are for the Sea.
“There are those who say these are iwo different issues,”
she said. and she agreed that “the m:msfer shouldnt be held
‘hostage” !a the Salton Sea.”
However, Nichols also said the State — and the public —
wants to know the implications af the transfer on the Salton Sea.

“Can the Sea be restored? What are the options? What :
are the costs? We don t want to wake up Jan. 1, 2003 and discov- |3
er we don t even have a reasonable option left to restore the Sea— i

and then also be stuck with the costs of a dving body of water, ™
3 Nichols said.

that work in the very near future. It is not just Mary Nichols who

s

B mental organizations and public agencies.

)| cornerstone of the economies of the Coachella and Imperial
B Jalievs in the future, but we must share the alternatives for the
§ Sea s future with the public for that to occur:

Ifwe do not do this, then our agriculniral and recreation }i

B cconomies as well as the environment for the fish and wildlife that [ _
@ Sea to become hypersaline, because of reducer

depend on the Sea will be put at great risk.

) The Salton Sea Authority and the Bureau of Reclamation £
8 have been working on the questions raised by Marv Nichols for 4 fiows into the Sea “as a waste of water”
some time and it is my hope that we can release the findings of [k

is raising these points, it is also many individuals. nongovern- |-

QEMW

sh id hostage to the restoration effort,
the state needs to know the imp lcations of the
water transfer on the Sea.

“We don't want to wake up Jan. 1 200,
and discover we dont even have a reasonable
option left to restore the sea—and then also be
stuck with the costs of a dying body of water.”

Bono, who chairs the Salton. Sea
Congressional Task Force, told a symposium
luncheon audience that the restoration effort is a
legacy of her late husband, Sonny Bono.

“What an unbellevably politically challeng-
ing project this has been,” Bono said. Because of

"‘ } the impending implementation of the Colorado

River Quantification Agreement and related water

Judging from the comments I heard at the Symposium as transfers, “we are at a crossroads. All of these

things are coming to a head.”
- She said plans need to be developed

'irnmediately to deal with the water needs of urban

areas l_n conjunctlon with the Sea’s restoration

We face some heavy traffic through those crossroads in

Bono said she is concemed with air quality
issues that could result from a smaller Salton Sea.
“We need to look at the warning signs now," she
said.

The Congresswoman also told the audi-
ence that all parties need to come to an agreement

¥& about how the Sea should be saved.

“We haven't even decided on everyone's
definition of what saving the Sea means,” she saic

Calvert, who chairs the House Water anu
Power Subcommittee, noted that the water trans-
fers in Southem California are among several
pending in the western United States.

Because of burgeoning growth, water
resources have become scarce commodities and
the subject of conflicting demands.  “We have
a shrinking supply of water throughout the West,”
he said, adding that the upper basin states are very
sericus about California living within its allocations

2 of Colorado River water.

Calvert said the river and the Salton Sea
re “joined together as close as anything can be.”

- But he also noted the Upper Basin states view

“The quantification agreement was devel-

= oped to help us wean ourseives from (overuse of)
2 the Colorado River,” Calvert said. “The Basin
% states are looking for us to meet that commitment.”
As 1 said at the Symposium, the Salton Sea can be the |
'~ ed a representative of the Pacific institute who dis-

cussed a proposal to expand the options of restor-

Participants at the symposium also includ-

ing the Sea.
institute Senior Research Assistant Mike
Cohen has proposed a plan to allow much of the

inflows, but at the same time preserve some of th
fishery and bird habitat. Scientists at a full day
workshop before the symposium identified several

£ serious issues with the plan.




-

Other speakers told
the audience that fallowing
of imperial Valley farmiand

" might be the only viable way

3 maintain necessary flows
2 the Sea.
' However, Imperial

“Valley farmer George Ray

and Ei Centro Mayor Lamy
Grogan strongly advised
that fallowing not be consid-
ered. :
Ray expressed the
view that the Sea shouid be
aliowed to revert back to its
natural state.

California Audubon
Executive Director Dan
Taylor and Bureau of
Reclamation ‘Regional
Director Bob Johnson said
that if fallowing were even to
be on the table as a means

to restore the Sea, it would ;-

have to include financialand -
" the banquet audience “Milt Friend came to the

Salton Sea four years ago and during his tenure HER
here he has made countless and significant contri- - Dr Milt Friend
- butions to the restoration of the Salton Sea.

other economic incentives
to keep the Imperial Valley
economy whole.

Taylor was - opti-

mistic the Sea could be .

saved but he said the only

“olution to the: conflicting -

ssues facing the lake is
accommodation among the
various conflicting interests.

He recounted his
experience earlier in his
career regarding the suc-
cessful restoration of anoth-
er endangered body of
water: Mono Lake.

‘I have seen this
movie before,” he said.
Success was achieved
there because - various
agencies and interest
groups were able to com-
promise and work together
for a common solution.

Congressman Bob
Filner told the symposium
he is the "new kid on the
block.” Filner currently rep-
resents me San Diego
area’s 50" Congressional
District but his district will
become the 515! next
lanuary because of redis-

cting. It will encompass
imperial County and much
of Salton Sea.

see Crossroads, Page 4

‘School of International

91; riend has: beend:rectly respo:
g the scientific: research, which has e

ing
‘inated many of the damagmg ' yth ) surroundmg
the Salton Sea. " 7

. Authority Executwe Dlrectur Tom Kiz‘k told

“Milt's contributions have come most importantly in the realm of science.
By establishing rigorous and thorough scientific reviews in multiple disciplines, he

. placed the Restoration Project on sound and credibie scientific footing.

“For all of his efforts and in behalf of those of us whe care about the Salton
Sea, let me say that we are sincerely grateful. Milt has also been a critical part of
our restoration project team, offering sage advice and strategic insights.

“| greatly appreciate Milt's personal and professional integrity and will miss
his presence as he returns to Madison to be with his wife Jackie, who for the past
four years has borne the heavy burden of a “commuter marriage.”

Engmeer Resndent Student Recogmzed

An eighth grader g
from La Quinta's John Glenn E

Studies joined a West
Shores community leader
and a representative from
the Bureau of Reclamation 3§
in receiving service awards SN
from the Salton Sea
Authority.

The awards are the first presented
by the Authority. They were presented to
representatives from education as well as
the public and private sectors.

“We instituted these awards as a
means to recognize some of the many
people who have been working so hard on
behalf of the Salton Sea Restoration
Project,” said Authority Executive

Nelso and Karlquist

~ { Director Tom Kirk.

Authority board
24 member Peter Nelson pre-
Lio#] sented them during the
g  |Fourth Biennial Saiton Sea
Symposium. Nelson is also a
member of the Coachella
Valley Water District board of
directors.

Recipients were Paul
Weghorst, a principal hydraulic engineer
with the Bureau of Reclamation, repre-
senting the public sector; Nomm Niver,
president of the West Shores Chamber of
Commerce, representing the private sec-
tor, and eighth grader Casey
Karlquist, representing education.

Neison told the audience that

See Awards, page 4




Awaj[dsi {Contriued from Page 3)

a major part of the Sallon Sea
Authority’s outreach program is an effort
to reach students and teach them about
the importance of the Salton Sea as a
resource.

Last year the Salton Sea
Authority received a letter from Casey,
then a seventh grader, expiaining a
project she was engaged in to test a

“When it comes to the Salton
Sea Stewardship award for the private
sector, the selectee for this award is
really a no-brainer,” Nelson said.

Nelson said that Niver is a
leader among those who are constantly
challenging the Authority and other pub-

lic agencies on behalf of the Sea.

“Norm is constantly challenging

method to reduce us to do better,”
the salinity of the pEEee - Nelson said.
Sea. P He really
The letter §. ~cares about the
described a sys- Sea and it
tem that used, | shows in his
“three  naturally : 5 . words and
occurring forces: : ¢ : deeds.”
gravity, pressure é‘ Weghorst,
and the water! NS 2 o | the public sec-
cycle” fo evaporate | Weghorst . tor recipient,
Sea water and: has worked for
return fresh water to the Sea. the Bureau of Reclamation in Denver

“Casey has been involved in
science fairs for nine years, two of
which she has spent studying and
experimenting with a2 system to clean
the Sea,” Neison said. Last year, her
Salton Sea project was selected fo par-
ticipate in the State Science Fair, where
she won second place.

Casey was joined by her par-

ents David and Robin Karlquist at the
awards banqguet.

Niver, a Salton City resident,
was selected for his activism on behalf
of saving the Salton Sea.

In addition to being active in the
West Shores Chamber of Commerce,
Niver is a member of the Imperial
County Planning Commission and has
been a primary spokesman on behalf of
the Sea.

since 1984 as a hydraulic engineer spe-
cializing in the area of water resources
planning and management.

He is recognized for his expert-
ise in databases and geographic infor-
mation systems and has received
numerous awards and commendations
for his work in this area.

“Paul is known for his ‘can do’

"attitude,” Nelson said. “In an era when

government employees are sometimes
viewed as nine to fivers with little work
ethic, Paul is the essence of the oppo-
site,” Nelson said. “He is a tireless work-
er who has spent many an evening and
weekend fulfiling and exceeding his
commitments to our projects,” said
Nelson.

Crossroads continued from Page 35

Filner is seeking reelection
to the new district. '

if reelected, Filner said
would be playing a role in the
Salton Sea but he admitted he has
a lot to leam.

“My biggest negative fea-
ture is that | don’t know anything.”
he said. However, he added he
would bring a new, enthusiastic
fresh look to the issues.

“l come with lots of opti-
mism,” he said. “We are going to
save the Saiton Sea and we will do
so with consensus.”

Filner added that econom-
ic development must be added to
discussions of both the transfer
and Salton Sea Restoration.

Authority President Wilson
said the symposium, with its theme
of “Bridging the Crossroads,”
achieved its goals.

“The crossroads, which
may look more like a round-about,
is apparent. What we may be left
with, though, is the recognition that
we need to make important deci-
sions very soon and that we mav
need to make them with incor
plete information and imperfect
processes.”

Wilson added that the sci-
ence, engineering, and other
analyses that have made up most
of the work to date would help
inform the decisions.

“But the decisions will rest
on how well all the various inter-
ests can be accommeodated.”
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Board of Directors Meeting
321/02 10 am._

m mgamn District
81%.“% 58, La Quinta, CA

AUTHORITY

Plaza La Quinta
78-401 Highway 111, Suite T

La Quinta, CA 92253
www.saltonsea.ca.gov
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