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Response to Comment S5-77
The series of observations made in the comment capture conditions
that now exist in the Imperial Valley and discuss how these conditions
would be altered by implementation of the Proposed Project. We refer
the commenter to the Master Responses on Hydrology-Selenium
Mitigation and Biology-Approach to Salton Sea Habitat Conservation
Strategy in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS, which address concerns
regarding Project impacts on selenium concentrations and on Salton
Sea levels. More broadly, we are not persuaded that generating
transferable water through "marginal cropland retirement" as advanced
in this comment is a solution that would be more beneficial to the public
interest than the Proposed Project.

In addition, please refer to the detailed responses from the Regional
Water Quality Control Board (Comments S5-1 through S5-76).
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Response to Comment S5-78
This comment expresses a series of water quality related concerns
regarding the Draft EIR/EIS. We believe that the revised HCP
addresses some of the concerns raised by this commenter. With
respect to specific points raised in this comment, the Master Response
on Hydrology-Selenium Mitigation (in Section 3 in this Final EIR/EIS)
provides background on the selenium concentration numbers used in
the Draft EIR/EIS and discusses the results of a selenium balance
conducted by the RWQCB staff to which the commenter refers. The
Selenium Mitigation Master Response also discusses why selenium
mitigation measures described in this comment were determined to be
technically infeasible for implementation in the context of the Proposed
Project.

In addition, please refer to the detailed responses from the Regional
Water Quality Control Board (Comments S5-1 through S5-76).
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Response to Comment S5-79
This comment is background information on the impacts of selenium on
biological resources and requires no response.
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