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Response to Comment S5-83
Comment noted.
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Response to Comment S5-84
Comment noted.
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Signatory - Curt Taucher.

Response to Comment S6-1
Comment noted.

Response to Comment S6-2
Comment noted.
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Response to Comment S6-3
The components of the Proposed Project do include the conservation of
water in the IID water service area, the diversion of IID's conserved
water, and the subsequent delivery of the conserved water to SDCWA,
MWD, and/or CVWD. These components are clearly listed in Section
2.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment S6-4
The sentence in question has been removed from the text of Section
2.2.6.5 in the Draft EIR/EIS. This change is indicated in this Final
EIR/EIS in subsection 2.2.6.5 under Section 4.2, Text Revisions.

Response to Comment S6-5
The  Draft EIR/EIS has been revised according to the suggestion in the
comment. This change is indicated in this Final EIR/EIS in subsection
2.3.2.1 under Section 4.2, Text Revisions.
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Response to Comment S6-6
Please refer to the Master Response on Hydrology Development of
the Baseline in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment S6-7
Please refer to the Master Response on Biology -Impact
Determination for Fish in the Salton Sea and Recreation Mitigation for
Salton Sea Sport Fishery in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment S6-8
Habitat and species utilization are described in Section 3.2.3.1 of the
Draft EIR/EIS. It is not necessary for the impact analysis to further
delineate the acreage, spatial and temporal use and distribution of
currently utilized habitats for each of the Special Status Species listed
on Table 3.2-5. Additional discussion is provided below as requested,
however. This information is provided as clarification only and does not
change the conclusions of the impact analysis, which indicates that
impacts to such species are potentially significant. Mitigation measures
were included in the Draft EIR/EIS to reduce this potentially significant
impact to less than significant. The information provided below
demonstrates how the mitigation proposed addresses several different
species.

Arizona Bell's vireo - Along the Lower Colorado River, this subspecies
is closely associated with early-successional cottonwood-willow habitat.
The MSCP (SAIC 2001) identifies the creation and enhancement of
healthy riparian stands of cottonwood-willow habitat as a management
priority for this species. This is also the goal of the mitigation measures
identified in the Draft EIR/EIS.

California black rail - Key habitat components for this species include
shallow water, with a preference for saturated versus inundated soil
conditions, and high stem density (Rosenberg et al. 1991, Flores and
Eddleman 1995 in MSCP 2001). Consideration of these habitat
variables can be incorporated into the design of the proposed mitigation
of creating backwater/marsh habitat, thus benefiting this species. The
MSCP (SAIC 2001) identifies the enhancement of existing rail habitat
and the creation of new shallow-water wetlands as a management
priority.
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