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Via e-mail to commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov July 9, 2012

Mr. Charles Hoppin, Board Chair

Mr. Tom Howard, Executive Director _
’ D) ECEIVE |N)
State Water Resources Control Board P - [
PO BOX 100 7_10_12
Sacramento, CA 95812-011
SWRCB Clerk

Re: Continued abeyance of the Clean Water Act Section 401 application for the
Klamath Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2082

Dear Chairman Hoppin:

As you consider whether to grant another abeyance of the Clean Water Act Section 401
permitting process for the Klamath dams owned by PacifiCorp, we ask you to remember the
scale of the problem and the scale of the solutions that are called for in this case. As you know,
the intractable Klamath conflict is bigger than just the dams. The conflict is over how we share
water and other resources. And the solution is to better balance our needs and to support our
neighbors in taking steps that improve conditions for fish and people in our watershed.

It is on that basis that Klamath Riverkeeper urges the State Water Resources Control Board to
extend the 401 permitting abeyance for the Klamath dams once again. It is our hope that this
abeyance will allow the Klamath settlement parties sufficient time and opportunity to advance
the Klamath settlement agreements through Congress. After so many years of hard work and
difficult negotiations by many of our allies, we believe this settlement process and its output
deserve a chance to succeed. Further, after careful analysis, we believe that the Klamath
settlement agreements represent the best path forward for the Klamath Basin.

Having said that, it is also important to note that we cannot support indefinite abeyances of
Clean Water Act requirements. If this question comes before the board again, we may
advocate that the 401 permitting process resume at that time.

Thank you for your patience and your understanding of what's at stake on the Klamath River.

Please contact me if you have any questions or wish to discuss this further.

Sincerely,

\

Klamath Riverkeeper, Conservation Director/Executive Director



