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July 9, 2012 
 
Mr. Charles Hoppin, Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
PO Box 100 
Sacramento, CA  95812-011 
Sent via email:  commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
RE:  Continued Abeyance of the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
Application for the Klamath Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2082 
 
Dear Mr. Hoppin: 
 
California Trout is writing to respectfully request that the State Water Board (Board) continue to 
hold the PacifiCorp 401 Certification process for the Klamath dam relicensing in abeyance.  We 
ask that the Board approve a resolution granting extension of the abeyance for one-year 
without condition or qualification.  
 
Holding the Relicensing 401 Certification in abeyance will allow agreement signatories to 
continue the ongoing and successful implementation of the Klamath Hydropower Settlement 
Agreement (KHSA) and achieve dam removal by 2020.    
 
Several important measures have been, and continue to be, achieved through the 
implementation of the KHSA.  A few of these include:  
 

 Over $31 million has been collected from ratepayers in CA and OR and placed in a dam 
removal surcharge trust account. 

 Federal and state agencies have developed thousands of pages of technical studies and 
environmental reviews to fulfill obligations to properly inform the Department of 
Interior’s Secretarial Determination.   

 PacifiCorp is implementing over 21 Interim Measures to improve water quality and fish 
habitat conditions.  These measures will be ongoing between now and the time of dam 
removal in 2020.  

Lifting the abeyance would cause existing on-the-ground water quality and fisheries measures to 
cease, force parties into highly contentious proceedings, and send a damaging message to 
Congress.  
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As you know, federal legislation has been introduced but will likely not be acted on by Congress 
this year. This does not mean delay for the implementation of the KHSA.  Recent letters by the 
Department of Interior (May 24, 2012) and California Natural Resources Agency (May 22, 2012) 
assured PacifiCorp that Congressional uncertainty and delay was accounted for in the KHSA and 
does not impact the 2020 dam removal date.  

Progress is being made.  Congressional inaction and election year politics are not reasons to 
abandon the collaborative path established by the Klamath settlement agreements.   

The KHSA and the companion Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement represent the quickest path 
to dam removal.  And equally as important, the agreements represent a basin wide solution for 
water use, habitat restoration, and local community health.  

We urge you to let this process continue.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jeffrey Thompson 
Executive Director 
 
 


