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Att: Sharon Stohrer L

if I'V"'. [ y HETIE Vo)
Lo R GRS
SACRAMENTO
Subject: Possible installation of "Thermal Curtains" at Lake Almanor, Butt Valley
Reservoir, delden Forebhay

This is my reply to a letter I received from your office dated 9/1L/05 to Interested
Party, "ILVITATION 70 PARTICIPATE.M

Rather than going intc a tirade regarding this ridiculous proposal I have enclosed
my letters to various local newpapers and letters to some of our eledted representatives
along with the revivs I received from them.

To make a long story short, I believe, until T am conviinced otherwise that this whole
fiasco has been set up by various special interst groups to insure large amounts of
water be delivered to Southern California during the summer months when they need it
most,

As far as I am concerned, anyone who has dore their homework and followed this process
since the "Rock Creek-Cresia Agreement" was signed,up to the present,has to be really
gullible to believe that this has anything to do with "orotecting the fish" and the
entiroment in the Horth Fork of the Feather River, This proposal overall, will probably
resuly in the destruckion of more of our loeal fisheries, our local envircment and our

locgl economy thah any minor benefit, if any, that will be achieved by the installation
of the "Thermal Curtains.!

ihcerely
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May 21,2004 .
Subject:FERC Project 210: Rl (A\\'g\r‘"@ @:‘L

The FERC project 2105 is the precess for the Federal Re-licensing of the
lake Almanor Basin bvdroelectrlﬂ facilities Jo PG&E for the next 30-40
YyEaArs Gne of *the conditicns attached to the pro 3 is that the water
tempsfhre ip the.wild trou® seciion of the Teathe ‘cr. Belden Bridge to
~rgsta be reduced to ald in the rest“ratlon af the- 1sh9“y. This invclves
drawing massive anounts of COLO water ~“rom the bpottum of Lake Alwa“OL and
sending it dﬁmn river via Buuit &al“e; Reservoir, Belden Forebay and ! cek
Aresx Heservo'r. 1 have suoken with both hydrologists an 4 fish b¢ﬂlogis g
who have %tolé me that because of  the dLstance the water has %o fiow, and
the shallow impoundments 1t _has to flow through, there will be 1ittie or
_no effect on tne water btempgpures down wiver. I heve algo been told that
constructlor of the facl “i1ties necessary to carry this promnsal out could
aost PGE&E FAP million doliars. Obviousiy, PGEE will éo whatever ig re-
quired to retain and rensw their license o operate the aydro faclilities.

residentes of Plumas County and for ugsrs of Lake Almanor and EButt Valls

Reservosir the stakes are elormous 17 the massive eccld water drawdown

resulis in a warmirg of Lake ALlaror in the summer,. it is guite possikble
that noTonly will the trout and salmon be unable to survivs, there cou.d
be massive weed bted growth which could make the lake virtually un-useable
In additicn, the cha in the water tempJJure in Butt,V&“ley eould alte:
the ecologig@al balan' CrEEIRgY destroy tne trophy trout fishery that now
exists.,

There have zalready. been steps taken to insure survival of the native fish
in the river ineluding Ssten and fesease- _artificials only in the secticn

fror Beldan to The riverkesper—working forPLb

A it N

re—brousd.) TRET + aiong Wwilh the increased .
a very godd future for the native trout in thls SFCv¢On. Therefore, to
+AXE The chance ir killing off Lake Almanor and Buit Valley with a pfjoces:
that seems to have li t+tle or no chance of success seeﬂq uncalled for, alQn
taking inte account the soonomic devastation that this venture could bri ng
to +the residents and bdusiness OwBersS in the Almancr Basin. :
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My name is Hugh Moncur and I am ourrently and/have been a voter, taxpayer, home
ard fulltime resident of Plumas County, California since June of 1999,

I am an avid flyfisheyman who has enjoyed the lakes and rivers of Plumag County
Lince the 1950's having had relatives sstablished in Quincy, California, also
in Plumas County,

I am writing this letter to expresas my extreme displeasure with the proposed "Thermal®
Curtainy to be installed at lake Almanor and Butt ¥alley Heservoir,

As a result of these installations, the cold water fishing experience enjoyed by
mary thousands of persons each year will most eeritainly curtailed and possibly
eliminated resulting in a tremendous loss of dolliars to Zhe ILske Almaror Basin,
This would =i most certainiy include the closing of many tourist related bus-
inesses andjsevere drop in real estate values.

This is taking place because a few special #nterest groups pressured PGE into sign-
ing the Rock Creei-Cresta Agreemert under threat of lawsuits which would interrupt
the relicensing process now taking place for hydroelectric facilities in the Feather
River Canyon,

The "Thermal Curtains" are being proposed in order to lower the tempeture in the

Hock Creek-Cresia reaech by perhaps two degrees at the cost of approximately 55 miIfiion
dollars to alledgedly "save the native trout." From my experience in fishing the
Feather River Canyon over many years, the trout population is very marginal at best,
and in addition, unless one ig akin to a mountailn goat, that area is very steep, =ocky,
and very dangerous even for the most sxperienced users,

Therefore, I urge you as officials,who are supposed to revresent all of the people,
and not just a few special interest groups, to put an immediate =nd to this umproven
mulidemillion dollar experiment which will most certainly spell financial disaster
for the lake Almanor Basin aree of Flumas County, California,.

incerely
%Q\
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October 3, 2004

Mr. Hugh Moncur
5938 North Arm Road
Greenville, CA 95947

Dear Mr. Moncur:

Thank you for contacting me regarding Pacific Gas an Electric Company’s (PC&E) aprication
to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for - new operating license coverl.»
Canvon Dam and the Lake Almanor Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2105). [ appreciate
having the benefit of your views on this subject. :

Like vou, I believe the proposal to instail thermal curtai 1s -0 Lake Almanor and Lutt Lake is
misguided and will have serious impacts on the environy . 1t as wo!l as resivenc . thz arez As.
you may know, [ reccnly attended a meeting in Chester . - heard firsthand from residents and .
ieaders about the devastating impacts this idea w ould har . . he environment and economy.
More troubling is the fact that this proposal stan. s to Tuin (. - consensus iviohad kv PG&E and
local stakeholders in April 2004 regarding a muitude of . ther important issues governing lake
management. '

" As a member of the House of Representatives, | .ave consistently championed policies and laws
that would encourage cominon sense land mana: zment programs on both public and privaie
lands. Unfortunarely, the FERC process is ofter neld hostage by extreme factions and excessive
agency demands that have no basis in reality or : 1appreciation for affected communities. As
such, [ have actively intervened on other FERC atters in iy disirict and will do the same for
.mv constituents in Plumas County.

At this point it is important to note that the California State Water Resources Control Board has
the most leverage of any agency involved in this process. While [ will try to influence any
recommendations made by FERC and the United States Forest Service, it is paramount that
Governor Schwarzenegger as well as the state representatives and their staffs are adequately
briefed on this issue. By working together we can exert more influence on these agencies and try
to remove these disasirous thermal curtains from consideration.

THIS MAILING WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND MAWED AT TAXPAYER ZXPENSE

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Mr. Hugh Moncur
October 13, 2004
Page 2

As I mentioned previously, 1 have been in contact with Plumas County Supervisor Bill Dennison
as well as other concerned residents in the area regarding this issue and the effective grass roots
campaign currently underway in Chester. | will continue with this communication and will
strive to keep you informed of any developments as they occur.

Again, thank you for your interest on this issue. If you have any questions or need any further
information please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 786-5560.

Sincerely,

T. DOOLITTLE
.5. Representative

JTD:cp
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QOctober 13, 2004

Mr. Hugh Moncur
5938 North Arm Rd.
Greenville, CA 95947

Dear Hugh,

Thank vou for your letter regarding your concerns about the proposed water curtain at Lake

Almanor. As you know, PG&E is in the process of renewing its license with the Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission (FERC). The relicensing requires a 401 certification from the State

Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) that PG&E meet certain water temperature

specifications in the Feather River. I, also, am very concerned about this problem and am taking
~the steps necessary to support the communities this would affect.

To meet the certification, PG&E researched several possible solutions o reduce temperature in
the river. Due to feasibility and cost, PG&E is currently interested in installing a curtain in the
Prattville area. PG&E will continue to hold public meetings and informational sessions related to
the Lake Almanor issue in order to address concerns. The decision process is scheduled to take at

least two more years.

During the past four months, a field representative from my district office has attended every
2105 meeting in Chico and Chester as an observer to gain information about the project. [ have

met with Plumas County Supervisor Bill Dennison and a group of Plumas County residents who

are concerned about this issue. Recently, I had meetings with representatives from PG&E and
SWRCB to make it clear that I do not support the thermal curtains and will not allow the
communities in my district to be devastated by this project. I requested that the SWRCB alter

the current certification process for the 2105 preject and will-continue to work toward thatend. ] - —
have arranged additional meetings with Supervisor Dennison, PG&E and SWRCB.

Again, thauk you for sharing your concerns about the proposed Lake Almanor water curtain.
m actively taking measures to ensute that Plumas County constituents are represented in the

de ~1sions made by these agencies.
Sincer.:fy,

ph Ko

Rick Keene
Assemblyman, 3 ' District

Representin,” Butte, Lassen, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sierra and Yuba counties
Frinted on Recycied Paper
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~October 29, 2004

Mt Hugh Moncur, 11
58.38 North Arm Road
Gre.:nville, California 95947

Dear Mr. Moncur,

‘Thank you for your letter concerning the Lake Almanor Thermal C irtain proposa!
currently under consideration as part of Pacific Gas & Electric’s ~eeral Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing agreement. Althcucin Lake Almano: is r, -
in the Second Assembly District which | represent, | have been :nonioring this sitLa:ic
and communicating with local officials on this issue. My office Fas been contaciec b~
numerous peopie who own property around Lake Almanor, mary of which are .ny
constiwents in Butte, Colusa and Sutter counties.

After readl'ing your letter, | believe your comments and sentimeats agree with mine ¢n

tris 1ssue. At this point, | would say it is very short-sighted to recommend any sr rt of

plari which wakes the deep, cold water from Almanor and dumns it into a creek with

muyn.al efiect of questionable benefit. The huge cost of the p.roject, which will be

dir 2ctiy borne by ratepayers, is also a point of contention that must be considered. Rest
ssured that | will work diligently to protect Lake Almanor, as we know it currently, aand

the iecreaticnal opportunities it affords all.

Once again, thai.k you for your correspondence. |If you have any further commerits or
questions please cuittact my Redding District Office at (530) 223-6300.

Regards,

S

DouG LAMALFA
Assemblyman, Second District

Printed on Recycled Paper
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State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

http:/ /www.dfg.ca.qov

Sacramento Valley-Central Sierra Region
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

{916) 358-2900

November 23, 2004

Mr. Hugh Moncur
1938 North Arm Road
Greenville, CA 95947

Dear Mr. Moncur:

Thank you for contacting the Department of Fish and Game regarding the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’'s (FERC) Licensing process for the
Uppsr North Fork Feather River and your concerns about the study of a thermal
curtain device in Lake Almanor. Under the Rock Creek Cresta license, FERC
required that Pacific Gas and Electric Company look for alternative ways to
reduce water temperature in the Rock Creek and Cresta Reaches of the North
Fork Father River. A Collaborative, consisting of the Department of Fish and
Gaine, nther resources agencies, Plumas County, and interested parties, was
formed (0 work with P.G. & E. to seek solutions. The thermal curtain is only one
of several alternatives being investigated. At this point, it is a feasibility study
only. Dat. are still being collected and analyzed, so at this time, no decisions
have been made. It is important to note that one goal agreed to by all
participating parties early in process was that the Coliaborative would not
recommel.d any action that would be detrimental to the fishery in Lake Almanor
or Butt Vallay Reservair.

If you ::ave questions or concemns, piease contact me at (916) 358-2899
or Ms. Kathy Hill, Senior Fishery Biologist at (916) 358-2935,

Sincerely,

g

y:t./Cum's

Regional Manager

¢c.  Mr. L. Ryan Broddrick, Director
Department of Fish and Game
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Kathy Hill

Sucramento Valley-Central Sierra Region
Runcho Cordova, CA 95670

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor
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Attt letters o the Editor

Subject: lorth Fork Set Free At Cresta, Rock Oreek article 7/27/05 Cowntywide Sports

e

Jeing a full-time, -ermanent resident of Flumas County, I was guite interesied in the
ateve mentioned article.

I Zownd a cemmert abtributed w0 a lre Dave Steindorf of 4rerican Whitewater to be
Very interesting, ie: "Believe it or nol, this is what this river used +o Llow. at
virtually year-round, " According to the article,I believe he was referring to the
1200 CFS release over Kayak weekend, "

Evenﬁg% river was basically free flowing until the installation ¢f the various power
facilities and findshing with the lake Oroville Dem, the traditional flows ir the -
caryon were like any other Tree-flowing river which is totally dependent on snowpack,
rain and runoff to MRermine the flows, This essentially meens that normally, you would
have increased flows after winter storms, and in the Spring and early summer diue to
runoff from snowmelt and very decreased flows throughout the rest of summer, ‘through
fall and into winter unti? rainfall begins.,

4 statement was made as to the exiztence of 12 resorts, Flus or minus, located in the
canyon. ‘he reason these resorts were located in the canyon was because in the "old
days’ before the daring of tue river, the salmon end steelhead rdpgrated @ the canyen
from the Pacific Ocean op a regular basis. To lead people to believe that we can revive
the"o1d daysqthrough inereased flows does a dis-service,since the Only way to really
attemnt to restore the caryon is to remove all of the hydroelectric dams from Orcville
to lake Almanor, which obviously is never going to havpen.

Heing an indvidual whe is very coneernsd aboul the installaticn oL the "Hermal Curtainsg
at lake Almanor, Sutt Valley Reservoir and Belden forebay, it becomes obvious that a ner-
scn has to really look a® +he varicus pronosals to see who the real nlayers are and

what's in this for thenm,

‘r. Steindorf also stated "Our zoal is to make the lorth Forvk ¥eather River oneof the
sremier, if net the uremier vidtewater destination in the Wastern United 3tates." Ir
order for this tc happen there has to be massive water releases on g continual basis
which will not oniy make the Whitewater organmizaticng haroy but will have the various
water hungry dstricts in Southern California happy t¢ drain our watershed undep

the guise of protecting the fish and the enviroment, since the State Water Resources Board
is the agency to make the final determination, .

413 of the residents of Plumas Ceunty, and particularly ths residents of the Aimanor
Basin should keep this in mind when lake Almanor,and other bodies of water draining
into the North Fork of the Feather start to di sappear before theip Very eyves, just

o satisfy a Small, well funded, specigl interest group, and the water hungry miliions
i Soufftbern Californig,

w ) Ro
Greenville, Ca, %59)
(530) 28L-1467
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California ly Fisher
PO Hox 8535
Truckee, Ca. 6162

Edltor:

ord: T Chesifa regarding
egarding the recent letter from Mr. Richard Fording o : £
ih?i:gi;?lgtimgﬁ of "Trarmal Curtains” in lake Almunor, Butn Vailey Rlfervgly and Belden

Forebay.

100} . i 10 4 have ¢ dgestion thé rsal
wWhe look at the parties in favor of this imstallation, you .
motgvgguof ;aid parties which include Cal-Trout, varigus groupt of well fnded white-water
rafters and the State Water Res wrees Control Board.

i i i k - roups Were talling
Initially, PGAR signec the Rock Cresk-Cresta agreement tscauss various sruups w8
PoLE thag’mm céfld e poss.ble action taken to delay znd disrupt the relieenyimg of the
nydroelectric facilit .es from lake Almanor to lake Orowille.

I have spoken to both nydrolog: sts from PLSE and IFG biologidts over the past tap veArs
and was informed that thes2 “Cu ftains" will haws lttle if any effect on the waser ten-
petures from Belden t . Cre ta becsuse of the rmerous shallow impoumfm?nts the watarfms
te travel through anc tue -ery iot weather we have in the summer in this area.

Bven if the water terg esure could be liwered wu.ough to vastly improye The fishery jn the
canyon, uils is stdll = ar a1 that 3- so phys c.y demanding and dipgepous to firh, only
a limited mmber of [ rsin: vould f1:h f1om B losn to Grestas. I Spegk Fiom axpsyience
sirnce I have fished %.e .arye. from - e late f fty:z up to this year,

I dorn't krow exactly .ha. s-ake Cal-Trovt has in sumorting this venuwre 04 obviously,
if this was to go th: >ugh and the flows are insressedyit berefi*s bot rattess gsage and
the SWRCE because it “as:lita‘es inores e water del sedys from the Fatber Rivear Water-
shed down to the Delt: and eve ‘tuzlly t clways wate. hungry Southern Califgrmia wiich
has the nmoney, the power, and the voter, .

If this project is al owed to go tlrough, it wil wriwally destroy tne cqld water fisherys
at lake Almanor, Butt Valley Rserv. ir, Selden Foret s, and the West Branch 9T the North Y
Fork of the Feather A.iv by total: - altering the ecolisi :al balance that now exists, Thes
nears that taousends f nerscns fre - all over Californ: 1 iwe ecme to Plumar County to
fisn for 3almonids, r + 3ass and Pa "ish, will be depr.vud of the opportul ity beeauge of
the agendas of a few s sapial infere " i Broups Iﬁuaﬁ’?iingﬁxj—g_‘F e
/Im. 1 T ohtti‘i;%ug E.mﬂ ‘ay and %1-.(&;&9;% eﬁ: fedq; asen-
tatives as well 23 Bank X, Cubrtis, gicnal ranager of G wkhe have all Expressed the
view tnat any prcject 4t wauld be damaging t» Lake Almaro: /Bt Valiley ﬁ’efervoir showld
not be recommended. In a dition, in doing some investigation, . believe FWEY the initial
estirate of 50 million dol ars is extremely conzexrviP¥ve,and .. :ny case s ﬂféardless of
the cost, it will Wtiffeiy e paid by the ratep:yers of P, &K,
" -—mm_-m“"--——-——-_.ﬂ . T m——
<h cohelusion, in discuss.ng thnis matter with various individaly © 'Wolvedm' like
4 noble cause to "cool the water and sare the fira' v ren it 1y realy - all about transfméring

rere of our Morthern Calit rnia water W Southerr Cal forrda vad ; :
- : e I Lider the =
concern, ' Tuise of envirgmental

{530) 2Bu-14,67




rer from M. W of Chenter:
regarding the o installation of
thermal curtaing in Atmanor and

~ Butt Valley Reservoirythat would allow
cold lnke waver to be withdrawn and used
to ool river temperatures downsrream’
(see “Letzers,” huly/Aughist '03).

Tnitially, the Pacific Gas and Electric
Company signed the Rock Creck-Cresta
agreement, which requires the cooler river
temperatures, beausr. iots angling and

~ whitewater groups. w¢re telling PG&E
that legul action mijghit be taken to delay
the relicensing of its hyfiroclectric fcilities
from Luke Almanor to Lake Oroville.

1 have spoken to BG&E hydrologists
and California Department of Fish and
Game biologists over ithe past two years
and was informed that the thermal cur-

-tuins will have litde, i gy, affect on North
'T'F%MM; st tEmperatures

St e

' liberics from the Fegher River waterched |

Bt Valiey |
“er by totafly altesing | ecelogm!bdancc

m Caiﬂbm*iuﬁ wM:ml ﬁ
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Even if the watei' tempesarane: conld
be lowered enough td vastly improve the
fishery in the canyon{ thds is seill an area

 that is so physically manding and dan- |

I

i
gorons, only a ligai numbcr of persens 1
fish from Beldeni tg ! . § speak from ;
experience, since T haire ﬁshed the canyon
from the late 1950s upto thia year.

I dosi't know ewchy what stake Cal~
Trout has in su ng this venture but,
obviously, if flows on the Naorth Fork
Feather increascas a %Hult, the beneficie-
ies-are the rafters aﬂd the SWRCE (the
larter benefirs through increased water de-

to Southern Califq*‘nia, which has the |
‘rmoney, the powes, and the votes). :
~ If the thermal J:qmmx project is al-
lowed to go ahud. 11 will vistualty destroy
Gaherjes at Lake Almanor,
oi, Belden Forebay,and
-the Wt Bunahof North Fork Feath-

that now exists. TRiS. means: that thou-
sands of persons frden all over California
wha coroe to Plumas County to fish for
~rout, nep hass- ‘panfish, will be de- |
prived of the appoit«mt} because of the
agmdai of a ﬁ'w intesest groyps ;

:u!!yﬂthbouﬁs

s W@Mdmg |




Septémbe? ié, 2005

Governcer Arnoid Schwarzenegger
Office of the Governor~-State Capitel
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Subject: Possible Installation of “"rhermal Curtain(s)" at lLake &lmanor, Butt ?allsy
Ressrveir and Belden Forebay as per Rock Creek-Cresta Agreenent and FERC
2105 licensing for the Upper North Fork Featner River for PO&E Hydroelectric

Governor Schwarzenegger

I am wrdting you as apgaverage, taxpaying resident of Flumas County asking you/your
office review the abeve mentiened process being headed by the SWRCR regarding the
possible installation of the above mentioned "Thermal Surtain{s).n

I think that as an elected representative of all the veople, and not just a smalil groim
of special interests, that you have a duty Yo use any means at your disposal +e bring
tris "Thermal Curtain® matter to 2 complete and final halt ASAP,

Any benefits that might be obiained by installatinn of these "Burteins’ 1s going to
be minimal at best and the downside possibilities woyld be devastating to the lake
Almanoyr Basin specifically and Plumas County in general,

if tnese EThermal Curtains™ are installed, based on the science available, Lake A3manor

would be virtually destroyed as a colid water fishepy srd could osssible be turned into
2 warm water, weed filled, alges woliluted swamp. In addition, the irouhy tro.t Tishery
at 2utt Valley Heservoir would be severly irpacted as well as recrsatian cpporturities
% Jelden Forebay, the campgroud facilities at the West Branch of the rorth Fork of

the Feather River and down river all tne way 4o the Oroville Dar.

ine fish the persons behind this fiasco are alledgediy trying te wroiest sre not wild
trout in tae true sense,bui decendents of fish that were planted ir the river by PGB
and the OFG over many vears,

The real reason benind this is, as I see it, two fold., First, a small special interest
group consisting of Kayak and whitwater rafters want increased Flows to pursus their
sport and have made no secret about their intent and are using the fish issue as zan
excuse to get the incrsased flows., In addition, it lcoks to me,that theSWnoH may ba
in favor of this proposal,because increased [lows mearnsincreased water deliveries to

goztgergagaliiornia in the summer. I understand that So. Qal. has sericus water issues
ut to e the water frpm our Lake Almanor for delivery to So. Cal, : i ,
' < 5 nder the

enviromental ccreern isr ; ou e guise of

Ty opinion, a very serious violation of the public trust.

;he Lake Almanor Basin and ?lumas County has become home to mamny persons of mesns
:“ildlng large_homes, starting businesses, all denendent on the health of our 106;1
+akes and to'wist business, not o mention the alleseascns Dyer Mbuﬁtmin'yhc t
be built just out of the lake Almanor Basin, hrar M S legsort ito
I have letters from Representative Doolittle, Assemblyman Rick Keene s Agsemblyman
Joag laMalfa and DG Hegional Manager Bankey Curtis all on record as opnosing the
installation of the'"Thermal Curtains,”

in conclusion, there are a number of alternatives io the "Curtaih' instaliation which

will not cost PO&E and ultimately the ratepayers an estimated 50 million o 100 million
dollars not counting the envipomental and econonie destrugiion whish will be healted on
the Lake Almanor Basin ard Plumas County,. E

ll Hugh Moncur
L 5038 N Arm Red _
QR Gr-cnvile, CA 953479615

fdespectially

(530)28L-1467






