Water Quality Report Card

Nutrients in the Malibu Creek Watershed

Regional Water Board: Los Angeles, Region 4
Beneficial Uses Affected: COLD, EST, GWR, MAR, MIGR, MUN,
NAV, RARE, REC-1, REC-2, SPWN, WARM, WET, WILD

STATUS Improvement Needed

Implemented Through: NPDES Permits, MS4 Permits, WDRs,

Pollutant Type: Point Source Nonpoint Source

Conditional Waivers of WDRs

March 21, 2003 and July 2, 2013 (U.S. EPA
TMDLs); March 6, 2017 (Implementation Plan)

Effective Date:

Attainment Date: Various dates, no later than 2032

Wastewater Discharges

Urban Storm Water Runoff

Nonpoint Source Runoff

Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems
Irrigated Crop Production

Grazing

Pollutant Source:

Water Quality Improvement Strategy
The Malibu Creek Watershed (MCW) is in western Los
Angeles County and southeastern Ventura County. The
MCW was added to the USEPA Clean Water Act 303(d)
list as impaired for nutrients and sedimentation in 2002.
To address the impairments, the U.S. EPA established
two TMDLs; the Malibu Creek Nutrients TMDL in 2003,
and the Malibu Creek & Lagoon TMDL for Sedimentation
and Nutrients to Address Benthic Community
Impairments in 2013. These TMDLs address seasonal
nutrient impairment by establishing summer and winter
waste load allocations (WLAs) and load allocations (LAs)
for total nitrogen (TN) and total phosphorus (TP). An
implementation plan requiring Los Angeles County MS4
permittees to meet LAs and WLAs by 2023 was
developed by the Los Angeles Water Quality Control
Board and approved on March 6, 2017. On March 11,
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2021, the Los Angeles Water Board extended the
implementation deadline to July 15, 2026.

Since approval of the implementation plan, MS4
dischargers have completed 5 projects to restore native
creek habitat, divert urban runoff, and treat stormwater.
More projects are currently in development.

Water Quality

Seasonal Nitrogen Concentrations below Malibou Lake

Season =
TMDL Implementaticn
154 B3 winter °
E Summer
")
o]
£ .
c 101
@
o
g
3
©
[s] 5—
I‘_ -------- i
0 T | Iﬁ —— | Summer Target
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Note — one outlier (TN = 93.9 mg/L, Winter 2019) was removed for display purposes.

County of Lds.Angeles, California’State Parks, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeaTechnologies, Inc,

Water Quality Outcomes

MS4 numeric targets for TN concentration are
consistently achieved during the winter season
above Malibou Lake (data not shown).

MS4 numeric targets for TN concentration are
frequently achieved during the winter season below
Malibou Lake. TN targets are occasionally achieved
during the summer season below Malibou Lake. The
data show a decreasing trend in TN concentrations
during the winter season since 2019, and during the
summer season since 2017. Exceedances during both
seasons still occur each year.

MS4 numeric targets for TP below Malibou Lake are
rarely achieved during the winter or summer season
(data not shown).

Four out of five completed MS4 implementation
actions affect Malibu Creek downstream of Malibou
Lake. Most implementation actions in development
affect waters upstream of Malibou lake. More time is
needed to determine how these projects affect
water quality conditions.
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/performance_report_1314/plan_assess/docs/bu_definitions_012114.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/Established/Malibu Creek Nutrient TMDL/final_nutrients.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb4/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/2013_MCW Nutrients & Sediments TMDL.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb4/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/2013_MCW Nutrients & Sediments TMDL.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb4/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/2013_MCW Nutrients & Sediments TMDL.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/board_decisions/basin_plan_amendments/technical_documents/120_new/MalibuIPRevisedFinalStaffReport.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/board_decisions/basin_plan_amendments/technical_documents/137_new/StaffReportFinal_w_EOCrLtr.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/board_decisions/basin_plan_amendments/technical_documents/137_new/StaffReportFinal_w_EOCrLtr.pdf
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