Water Quality Report Card

Metals and Selenium in Los Angeles River

Regional Water Board: Los Angeles, Region 4
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Water Quality Improvement Strategy

Segments of the Los Angeles River and its tributaries are impaired
by copper, cadmium, lead, zinc, and selenium. Elevated metal and
selenium levels in these water bodies impair a number of
beneficial uses. The Los Angeles River Metals TMDL became
effective in 2008, and addresses reaches and tributaries of the Los
Angeles River impaired by cadmium, copper, lead, zinc, and
selenium. The TMDL sets dry- and wet-weather TMDL targets to
achieve standards in the California Toxics Rule, establishes the

allowable amount of metals and selenium for the River and its
tributaries, and allocates that allowable amount among the various
point and nonpoint sources in the watershed. The TMDL identifies
three wastewater treatment plants and the municipal separate
storm sewer system (MS4) in the watershed as the primary sources
of these pollutants. The TMDL allows until 2028 to meet final

allocations.

Copper and Zinc Concentrations in the Los Angeles River
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/performance_report_1314/plan_assess/docs/bu_definitions_012114.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/municipal/index.shtml#los_angeles
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/board_decisions/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sw_construction.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/sw_construction.shtml
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb4/water_issues/programs/tmdl/tmdl_list.shtml
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech/water-quality-standards-establishment-numeric-criteria-priority-toxic-pollutants-state

