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Statewide General Order

In this order, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) adopted General Waste Discharge Requirements (General WDRs) for discharges of dredged or fill materials that have received state water quality certification under section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act and section 13160 of the California Water Code.  Section 401 requires states to certify that projects will not cause violations of state water quality standards before certain federal licenses or permits are issued.  The most common permits for which section 401 certifications are issued are federal Clean Water Act section 404 permits for discharges of dredged or fill materials.

Although the issuance of the section 401 certification satisfies federal requirements, the California Water Code still requires that waste discharge requirements, or a waiver thereof, be issued for the discharges.  To satisfy this requirement, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted these General WDRs.  The General WDRs require dischargers to comply with the conditions of their water quality certifications.

