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ITEM:  8





SUBJECT:





CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME FOR A SURFACE WATER QUALITY MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT REPORT





DISCUSSION:





The Governor’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2000-01 budget contains new resources to support the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Water Quality Initiative.  The Initiative includes funds for water quality monitoring and assessment efforts to identify impacted and non-impacted surface waters.  Critical monitoring and assessment needs have been identified through the SWRCB’s Watershed Management Initiative.  All of the principal watershed management areas in the State, including coastal locations, will receive comprehensive monitoring.  The strategy is to cover them on a five-year rotation so that each area is monitored every fifth year.  The program will be consistent with the monitoring plan developed through the AB 982 process.





Proposed monitoring methods include measurement of levels of chemicals in water, sediment, fish and shellfish; biological assessment; physical habitat measures; and toxicity testing, among others.  Staff propose to conduct part of the monitoring and assessment program through an interagency agreement with the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) for an amount not to exceed $2,000,000.  DFG has satisfactorily performed the field collection and laboratory work and interpretive reporting for similar programs for SWRCB in recent years.





POLICY ISSUE:





Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, an interagency agreement with DFG for a surface water monitoring and assessment report for an amount not to exceed $2,000,000, subject to appropriation in the FY 2000-01 Budget Act?


FISCAL IMPACT:





The proposed $2,000,000 interagency agreement is less than the current amount of $3,600,000 allotted for contracts for surface water monitoring and assessment in the Governor’s FY 2000-01 proposed budget.





RWQCB IMPACT:





YES. All RWQCBs.





STAFF RECOMMENDATION:





That the SWRCB adopts a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, an interagency agreement with DFG for a surface water monitoring and assessment report for an amount not to exceed $2,000,000, subject to appropriation in the FY 2000-01 Budget Act.
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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD


RESOLUTION NO. 2000-___





AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE 


AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT 


WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME FOR A SURFACE WATER QUALITY MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT REPORT





WHEREAS:





The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has the responsibility to investigate the quality of California’s surface water and waterways.





One of the purposes of the Water Quality Initiative is to monitor and assess all of the principal watershed management areas in the state.





The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has qualified personnel, facilities and experience to perform the field collection laboratory analysis and interpretive reporting needed for water quality monitoring.





THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:








The SWRCB adopts a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, an interagency agreement with DFG for a surface water monitoring and assessment report for an amount not to exceed $2,000,000, subject to appropriation in the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget Act.





CERTIFICATION





The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on July 20, 2000.














_____________________________________


Maureen Marché


Administrative Assistant to the Board


 	





	

















