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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

APRIL 26, 2001

ITEM 1

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME TO CONTINUE OPERATION OF THE COASTAL FISH CONTAMINATION PROGRAM IN FISCAL YEARS (FYs) 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04.

DISCUSSION

The State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Coastal Fish Contamination Program (CFCP), initiated in 1998, is designed to investigate the safety for human consumption of California’s fish and shellfish.  In July 2000 the Legislature passed and the Governor signed AB 2872 incorporating the CFCP into the Water Code Section 13177.5. The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has satisfactorily operated the field collection and laboratory aspects of the CFCP under an interagency agreement with the SWRCB.  The current agreement with DFG for the CFCP expires on June 30, 2001.

In the first three years of operation, the CFCP identified the most important public fishing areas and the species of marine fish and shellfish most often caught at those areas.  Pilot study sampling plans and schedules for each fishing area were designed and field sampling and laboratory analyses were initiated.  Pilot studies were initiated to identify those fishing areas most impacted by contaminants.  Sampling locations and methods were determined by a marine fish/shellfish Technical Advisory Committee whose members include staffs from the SWRCB, Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs), DFG, Department of Health Services, and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).  Comprehensive studies leading to human health evaluations associated with eating contaminated fish are being developed. 

An interim public health advisory was recently issued by the Marin County Department of Health and Human Services for mercury in sport fish from Tomales Bay.  This interim advisory was based on the CFCP data. OEHHA is conducting a full health evaluation and developing a State health advisory for Tomales Bay based on two years of the CFCP data.  OEHHA’S participation in CFCP is fully funded and is not part of this interagency agreement with DFG.

Staff is requesting authorization to expend up to $400,000 to continue operation of the CFCP in FY 2001-02.  Staff anticipates the need for a similar maximum amount for the CFCP in FYs 2002-03 and 2003-04.  The maximum three-year total is expected to be $1,200,000.  The actual amounts will be determined via the annual budget process.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt a proposed resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, a three-year interagency agreement with DFG effective July 1, 2001 to continue operation of the CFCP in 

FYs 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 for an amount not to exceed $400,000 per year from the General Fund, subject to appropriation in the FY 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 Budget Acts, respectively?

FISCAL IMPACT
The CFCP will not exceed a budget allocation of $400,000 from the General Fund subject to appropriation in SWRCB’s FY 2001-02 Budget Act.  Staff anticipates the need for a similar maximum amount for the CFCP in FYs 2002-03 and 2003-04.  The maximum three-year total is expected to be $1,200,000.  The actual amounts for FYs 2002-03 and 2003-04 will be determined via the annual budget process.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes.  Coastal RWQCBs ( Regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 9 ).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, a three-year interagency agreement with the DFG effective July 1, 2001 to continue operation of the CFCP in FYs 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 for an amount not to exceed $400,000 per year from the General Fund (total over three years of $1,200,000).  The actual amounts for FYs 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 will be determined by funding approved in the Governor’s annual budget.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2001-___

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, 

EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AN INTERAGENCY

AGREEMENT WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME TO 

CONTINUE OPERATION OF THE COASTAL FISH CONTAMINATION 

PROGRAM IN FISCAL YEARS (FYs) 2001-02, 2002-03, AND 2003-04.

WHEREAS:

1. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has the responsibility to investigate water pollution and its effects, including the impact on the fitness of fish and shellfish for human consumption.

2. The purpose of the Coastal Fish Contamination Program (CFCP) is to assess contamination levels of fish and shellfish and evaluate their suitability for human consumption.


3. The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has qualified personnel, facilities, and experience to perform the field collection and analysis for marine fish and shellfish.

4. The office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment’s participation in CFCP is fully funded and is not part of this interagency agreement with DFG.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director, or his designee, to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, a three-year interagency agreement with the DFG effective 

July 1, 2001 to continue operation of the CFCP in FYs 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 for an amount not to exceed $400,000 per year from the General Fund (total over three years of $1,200,000).  The actual amounts for FYs 2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04 will be determined by the funding approved in the Governor’s annual budget.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 26, 2001.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Administrative Assistant to the Board
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