STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – LAHONTAN REGIONAL BOARD

May 17, 2001

ITEM  20

SUBJECT:
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS SUPPORTING WATER QUALITY RESEARCH IN THE LAKE TAHOE BASIN

DISCUSSION:
Lake Tahoe, famous for its extraordinary clarity, has suffered many negative impacts associated with urban development.  According to the Lake Tahoe Watershed Assessment (2000), Lake Tahoe continues to lose transparency at a rate of 1.2 feet per year.  The UC Davis Tahoe Research Group (TRG) has been monitoring changes in the water chemistry of Lake Tahoe for over thirty years.  Research indicates the primary threats to lake clarity are fine sediment and nutrient additions.  Specifically, increased phosphorus additions stimulate primary production (algal growth) while fine sediments remain suspended in the water column, both contributing to transparency loss.


The Lake Tahoe Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) proposes spending over $900 million on projects to enhance Lake Tahoe’s environmental health.  Sound scientific research is necessary to identify and quantify the specific sources of fine sediment and nutrients entering Lake Tahoe.  Results of research and monitoring will be used to prioritize and improve EIP projects to maximize pollutant reduction to Lake Tahoe.

The Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring FY 2001-2002 Budget Change Proposal  (BCP) 20 (currently in the legislative approval process) plans to allocate $2,948,330 in contract funds to support scientific research at Lake Tahoe.  Due to the complexity of the research and the vast scope of the issues to be addressed, several contracts will exceed the current limit of $200,000 per contract.  In addition, we anticipate several contracts requiring less than $200,000 may be combined into larger contracts in order to improve administrative efficiency.  Currently, contracts up to $200,000 can be approved by the Executive Director of the SWRCB under a delegation authority in SWRCB Resolution 90-14.

The proposed resolution would provide the Executive Director with the authority to execute and amend all contracts, interagency agreements, and intergovernmental agreements associated with the Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring BCP.

Adopting this resolution would streamline the contracting process for water quality research and modeling and thereby enhance the ability of the RWQCB to make informed decisions regarding EIP implementation.  Furthermore, by granting the Executive Director the authority to spend BCP contract funds, both the SWRCB and the RWQCBs would save considerable administrative time that would otherwise be spent preparing and hearing board agenda items for each individual contract that might exceed the current spending cap.  

POLICY

ISSUE:
Should the SWRCB delegate to the Executive Director, or his designee, the authority to execute and amend all contracts, interagency agreements, and intergovernmental agreements that support contracts associated with the Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring FY 2001-2002 BCP 20?  Proposed contracts include: 

(1)  Fine Sediment Loading and LTIMP Stream Monitoring Design;

(2)  Storm water Monitoring Network;
(3)  Intervening Zone Hydrology Model;
(4)  Phosphorus and Sediment Model;
(5)  Quantify Bioavailable Phosphorus;
(6)  Evaluate Phosphorus Biocycling
(7)  Project Data Management;
(8)  EIP Design Criteria;
(9)  EIP Project Load Estimation;
(10) Submodel Linkage to Main Model;
(11) Verification Monitoring of Success;
(12) Lake Tahoe Environmental Improvement Research and Monitoring  Program 

The Regional Board may modify tasks or substitute tasks related to water-quality monitoring, investigations, or research that are clearly identified as higher priorities for protection of Lake Tahoe water clarity by current and emerging research.  

FISCAL 

IMPACT:
Expenditure authority in the amount of $18,793, is included in the SWRCB’s general fund budget for FY 00-01.  Funding for future years depend on FY 01-02 budget approval from the Legislature.

RWQCB

IMPACT:
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region staff shall manage the proposed contracts.

STAFF

RECOMMEN-

DATION
That the SWRCB adopt a proposed Resolution that will authorize the Executive Director, or his/her designee, execute and amend all contracts, interagency agreements, and intergovernmental agreements that support water quality research associated with the Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring BCP.

DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2001-____

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS SUPPORTING WATER QUALITY RESEARCH IN THE LAKE TAHOE BASIN

WHEREAS:
I. State Water Resources Control Board Fiscal Year 2001-02 Budget Change Proposal No. 20, Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring, is in the process of legislative approval to allocate $2,948,330 for continuing research and monitoring needs.  

II. SWRCB Resolution 90-14 currently authorizes the Executive Director to execute and amend contracts up to $200,000 without acquiring specific authorization by the SWRCB. 

III. Several of the proposed contracts exceed $200,000.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and/or amend contracts in excess of $200,000 for projects associated with the Fiscal Year 2001-02 Budget Change Proposal No. 20, Lake Tahoe Research and Monitoring.

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 17, 2001.
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Clerk to the Board


