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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY






APRIL 30, 2003

ITEM 8

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF A WATER QUALITY ORDER FOR GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs) FOR LOW THREAT DISCHARGES TO LAND AND CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTING  A PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND A CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

DISCUSSION

The adoption of the proposed General WDRs would establish statewide WDRs for discharges to land that do not pose a significant threat to groundwater quality.  Many of these low threat discharges have been regulated by waivers issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Boards).  Pursuant to the requirements of California Water Code Section 13269, all Regional Board waivers expired January 1, 2003 unless they were readopted by the Regional Boards.  Low threat discharges to land are defined, in general, as low volume discharges with pollutant concentrations that are less than the applicable Regional Board Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) groundwater quality objectives.  Each Regional Board will have authority to determine if specific discharges in its region are eligible for enrollment under these General WDRs.  These proposed General WDRs do not apply to any discharge that directly or indirectly enters surface waters. 

The proposed General WDRs would provide the Regional Boards with an alternative option to regulate certain low threat discharges, besides the establishment of waivers or individual WDRs.  Waivers may provide insufficient review of these discharges and adopting individual WDRs for each low threat discharge may be staff intensive and inefficient, given the relatively small threat these discharges pose to groundwater quality.

The following discharges to land will be eligible for regulation under the General WDRs: well development discharge, monitoring well purge water discharge,
 boring waste discharge, water main/storage tank/hydrant flushing, pipeline/tank hydrostatic testing discharge, commercial and public swimming pool discharge, small temporary dewatering projects, small inert solid waste disposal operations, and cooling discharges.

An initial study and environmental checklists have been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  It has been determined from the initial study and environmental checklists that discharges covered by and complying with the proposed General WDRs would have a less than significant impact on the public and the environment.  Therefore, a proposed Negative Declaration has been prepared 
(Attachment A).

The public was notified of the proposed General WDRs and proposed Negative Declaration on March 3, 2003 by a notice posted on the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Internet Website and by notices published in newspapers.  Interested parties were notified by a letter dated February 27, 2003 of the proposed General WDRs and proposed Negative Declaration.  The above notifications satisfy CEQA and the California Water Code public noticing requirements.

Pursuant to subdivision 711.4(c) of the Fish and Game Code, all project applicants subject to CEQA shall pay a filing fee for each project for which an Environmental Impact Report or Negative Declaration has been approved unless the lead agency (in this case the lead agency is the SWRCB) finds that, considering the record as a whole, a project involves no potential for adverse effect either individually or cumulatively on wildlife (as defined by section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code).  The General WDRs would not have an adverse effect on wildlife; therefore, a California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption (Attachment B) has been prepared.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB: 

1.
Adopt the proposed General WDRs, and

2.
Adopt the Negative Declaration and California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption?

FISCAL IMPACT
This activity is budgeted within existing resources.  No additional expenditures will occur as a result of adopting these General WDRs. 

RWQCB IMPACT
All Regional Boards. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB:

1.
Adopt the proposed General WDRs, and

2.
Adopt the Negative Declaration and California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption.

For a copy of the proposed permit visit our website http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

ADOPTION OF THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION COVERING GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs) FOR LOW THREAT DISCHARGES TO LAND AND ADOPTION OF A CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION FOR THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION

WHEREAS:

1. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has served as the lead agency for the preparation of the Negative Declaration (Attachment A) prepared for General WDRs for Low Threat Discharges to Land and for the California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption (Attachment B) prepared for the Negative Declaration.

2. SWRCB has circulated the draft Negative Declaration for public review and comment.

3. SWRCB responded to the comments received and prepared a final Negative Declaration.

4. SWRCB found that the final Negative Declaration has been completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

5. SWRCB has reviewed and considered the information within the final Negative Declaration and the California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption, and these documents reflect the independent judgement of SWRCB.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB:  

1. Adopts the final Negative Declaration for General WDRs for Low Threat Discharges to Land. 
2. Adopts the California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of Fee Exemption for the Negative Declaration.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the 

State Water Resources Control Board held on April 30, 2003.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

ADOPTION OF WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 2003-__- DWQ, STATEWIDE 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGES TO 

LAND WITH LOW THREAT TO WATER QUALITY (GENERAL WDRs)

WHEREAS:

1. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has served as the lead agency for the preparation of the Negative Declaration prepared for General WDRs. 

2. SWRCB has circulated the draft Negative Declaration for public review and comment, responded to the comments received, and prepared a final Negative Declaration.

3. SWRCB has reviewed and considered the information within the Negative Declaration, has found that the Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgement of the SWRCB, and has certified the Negative Declaration.

4. SWRCB has circulated the Draft General WDRs for public review and responded to comments received on the Draft General WDRs.

5. SWRCB has reviewed and considered the requirements within the General WDRs, and the General WDRs reflect the independent judgement of the SWRCB.

6.
SWRCB does not intend the General WDRs to be used where WDRs have already been adopted for a discharge.

7.
SWRCB intends for the Regional Water Quality Control Boards to make every effort to avoid the assignment of multiple WDRs to discharging facilities and to consider the use of combined WDRs instead of the General WDRs where a facility has both a discharge to surface water and a discharge to land.  


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB adopts Water Quality Order No. 2003-__- DWQ, General WDRs for Discharges to Land with a Low Threat to Water Quality.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 30, 2003.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board

� Monitoring well purge water discharges are not required to be in compliance with Basin Plan objectives as long as the purge water is discharged to land at the monitoring well facility.  If monitoring well purge water is discharged to the source groundwater, the discharge will not degrade groundwater quality and therefore would be considered a ‘low threat’ discharge.
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