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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION—Office of Statewide INITIATIVES
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ITEM 2

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO ACCEPT, AND/OR AMEND A U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION EXCHANGE NETWORK CHALLENGE GRANT FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DISCHARGER SUBMITTAL OF SELF-MONITORING REPORTS AND UPLOAD OF THE DATA TO THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY PERMIT COMPLIANCE SYSTEM

DISCUSSION

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has been developing a National Environmental Information Exchange Network (NEIEN) to promote the exchange and sharing of environmental data between government entities, the private sector, and the public.  The concept of the NEIEN is to develop and link data bases at all levels of government to accomplish the intended exchange of data.  Data bases will be associated with NEIEN nodes to form the linking mechanism.  The resulting network will provide the shared data to the government and private sector entities as well as the public.

In recent years, USEPA has offered grant assistance to foster the development of the NEIEN.  For Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2003, the USEPA has tentatively awarded, based on a pre-application, NEIEN grant assistance to Cal/EPA and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB).  This grant assistance is for development and implementation of an electronic system to receive discharger monitoring reports and upload that data into USEPA’s Permit Compliance System (PCS).  Such a system will:

1. reduce the paper burden dischargers now face in submitting discharger monitoring,

2. enable entry at the source of the data that is submitted,

3. reduce the paper burden staff now experience with discharger monitoring,

4. enable system checking of the submitted data for compliance,

5. enable system-to-system upload of discharger monitoring to PCS, and

6. through all of the above, increase staff efficiency and effectiveness.

A final application for this grant has been submitted.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or designee to accept and amend, as necessary, a FFY 2003 National Environmental Information Exchange Network grant from USEPA for an amount up to $1,200,000 to support the development of electronic submittal of discharger monitoring and upload of data to the USEPA PCS system?

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact to the SWRCB as the grant resources will remain with USEPA (“in-kind assistance”) and be invested with federal contractors to perform the intended system development and implementation for the SWRCB.
RWQCB IMPACT
Yes.  All RWQCBs will be expected to provide some assistance with this project to ensure their needs are met, and to share in the benefits of the project.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or designee to accept, and amend, as necessary, a FFY 2003 National Environmental Information Exchange Network grant from USEPA for an amount up to $1,200,000 to support the development of electronic submittal of discharger monitoring and upload of data to the USEPA PCS system.
DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003 - ___

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO 

ACCEPT, AND/OR AMEND, AS NECESSARY, A U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY National Environmental Information Exchange Network (NEIEN) Challenge Grant
WHEREAS:

1. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has nationally made funding available for development of environmental information exchange capabilities to support government-to-government and government-to-the public exchanges of environmental information.

2. The USEPA has advised the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) of a tentative decision to award a National Environmental Information Exchange Network challenge grant of up to $1.2 million for development and implementation of an electronic system for discharger submittal of monitoring reports and upload of the data to the USEPA Permit Compliance System.

3. The SWRCB is the designated State agency in California to administer Water Quality Programs and the lead state agency for Water Quality Information.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB:

1. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to accept and amend, as necessary, a FFY 2003 National Environmental Information Exchange Network grant from USEPA for an amount up to $1.200,000 for development and implementation of an electronic system for discharger submittal of monitoring reports and upload of the data to the USEPA Permit Compliance System.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on July 16, 2003.
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Clerk to the Board

