STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

MARCH 18, 2004

ITEM  3
SUBJECT

APPROVAL OF A CLEAN BEACHES INITIATIVE GRANT FOR THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COASTAL WATERS RESEARCH PROJECT (SCCWRP) FROM THE CLEAN BEACHES PROGRAM

DISCUSSION

Public beaches provide significant benefits to California.  In recent years significant attention has been given to the problem of bacterial pollution at California’s public beaches.  The Budget Act of 2001 appropriated a total of $32,298,000 from the Proposition 13, Coastal Nonpoint Source Control (CNPSC) Subaccount to address bacterial water quality problems at several California public beaches.  In 2002 the Watershed, Clean Beaches, and Water Quality Act (Act) appropriated an additional $43.7 million from the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 40) for clean beaches grants to address bacteria at public beaches.  The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to date has committed approximately $28.5 million to projects that reduce or eliminate bacterial pollution at public beaches. 

Proposition 40 provided $300 million for clean beaches, watershed protection, and water quality projects to protect beaches, coastal waters, rivers, lakes, and streams from contaminants, pollution, and other environmental threats.  The Act further specified that the following types of projects may be funded by the Clean Beaches Program:

(1) 
A project designed to improve water quality at public beaches so that they meet the bacteriological standards set forth in Section 115875 of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) 
A project to make improvements to existing sewer collection and septic systems.

(3) 
A project designed to implement storm water and runoff pollution reduction and prevention programs.

All projects receiving grant funding from the Clean Beaches Program are required to meet the following criteria:

(a) projects shall be consistent with the state’s nonpoint source control program;

(b) projects shall demonstrate the capability of contributing to sustained, long-term water quality or environmental restoration or protection benefits for a period of 20 years;

(c) projects shall address the causes of degradation, rather than the symptoms;

(d) projects shall be consistent with water quality and resource protection plans prepared implemented, or adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the State Coastal Conservancy (SCC);

(e) projects shall be reviewed by the SWRCB in consultation with the SCC and the Clean Beaches Task Force (CBTF) to determine if they are consistent with the requirements of the Clean Beaches Program;

(f) applicants shall inform the SWRCB of any necessary public agency approvals, entitlements, and permits that may be necessary to implement the Project; and applicants shall certify to the SWRCB that such approvals, entitlements, and permits have been granted;

(g) projects shall be consistent with recovery plans for coho salmon, steelhead trout, or other threatened or endangered aquatic species;

(h) applicants shall be required to submit to the SWRCB a monitoring and reporting plan;

(i) the SWRCB shall provide the opportunity for public review and comment;

(j) upon completion of the Project, the recipient of the funds shall submit a report to the SWRCB that summarizes the completed activities and indicates whether the purpose of the Project has been met;

(k) grant funds can only be expended to the extent that the SWRCB determines that the expenditures are consistent with the requirements of Proposition 40 and §16727 of the Government Code.

The most recalcitrant bacterial pollution problems are found at beaches located in closed bays.  In many of these locations bacterial pollution persists even though traditional methods of alleviating the problem, that are effective at other locations, have been implemented.  Four of these locations were appropriated CNPSC Subaccount funds, but to date only one of these locations has proposed a solution.  The solution to bacterial problems in closed beaches appears to require a collaborative effort.  SCCWRP proposes to help local agencies identify effective, long-term solutions that meet state bacteriological standards at beaches located in closed bays.

In addition clean beach projects are required to develop a monitoring plan and prepare a final report that evaluates whether the project met its original objective.  The main goal of the monitoring and evaluation done by each project is to determine the success of individual projects.  This data can also provide valuable insight into the SWRCB’s reporting efforts on the quality of water at California’s beaches and the efficacy of projects funded by the clean beaches program.  SCCWRP proposes to evaluate ambient water quality results obtained by individual clean beaches projects to provide a more in-depth analysis of ambient beach water quality that can be used for statewide reporting on the quality of water at California’s beaches and the efficacy of different types of projects funded by the clean beaches program.  The analysis is expected to provide information that will improve the success of future projects funded by the Clean Beaches Program.

In addition, the SWRCB consulted with the CBTF and the SCC; the CBTF and the SCC determined the Project meets the requirements of the Act.  

POLICY ISSUE
Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution approving grant funding for SCCWRP for the Project for an amount not to exceed $250,000?

FISCAL IMPACT
The Watershed, Clean Beaches, and Water Quality Act (Public Resources Code, §30901), appropriated $43.7 million to the Clean Beaches Program to provide grants up to $5 million per project to restore and protect the water quality and environment of coastal waters, estuaries, bays, and near shore waters.  On July 16, 2003, the SWRCB adopted Resolution No. 2003-0050.  Resolution No. 2003-0050 made available $20 million from the Clean Beaches Program for grant commitments.  This project will be funded by the Clean Beaches Program, and will have the following fiscal impact.

Available for Commitment per Resolution No. 2003-0050
$20,000,000

Total Previous Commitments
$7,060,000

Funds Available for Current Commitments
$12,940,000

SWRCB Funding Commitments for March 18, 2004:


Southern California Coastal Waters Research Project
$250,000

Funds Remaining for Future Commitments
$12,690,000

RWQCB IMPACT
None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution approving grant funding for the Project for an amount not to exceed $250,000.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004 – 

APPROVAL OF A CLEAN BEACHES INITIATIVE GRANT FOR THE 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COASTAL WATERS RESEARCH PROJECT (SCCWRP)

FROM THE CLEAN BEACHES PROGRAM

WHEREAS:

1. The California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 40) provides funds for projects that protect beaches, coastal waters, rivers, lakes, and streams from contaminants, pollution, and other environmental threats;

2. The Watershed, Clean Beaches, and Water Quality Act (Public Resources Code 30901) appropriated $43.7 million from Proposition 40 for clean beaches projects designed to improve water quality at public beaches so that they meet the bacteriological standards set forth in Section 115875 of the Health and Safety Code;

3. The Clean Beaches Task Force, in cooperation with the State Coastal Conservancy, reviewed the project and determined that it is consistent with the requirements of Proposition 40 and the Clean Beaches Program created by the Watershed, Clean Beaches, and Water Quality Act. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves a grant for the Project not to exceed $250,000 from the Clean Beaches Program.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the forgoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on March 18, 2004.


_______________________________


Debbie Irvin


Clerk to the Board

