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SIGNIFICANT GENERAL PERMITS

Statewide Policies and Significant General Permits: The Policies and Permits Table 
stores and displays information about on-going planning, policy development, and 
permitting efforts by the State and Regional Water Boards. The table includes timelines, 
milestones, and other important information. The Statewide Policies and Significant 
General Permits report can be accessed at 
Policies / Significant General Permits | California State Water Resources Control Board

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
Clear Lake Watershed Co-Management Agreement

The Division of Water Rights joined State Water Resources Control Board (State Water 
Board) leaders and other tribal, state, and local governments in the Clear Lake 
Watershed on September 11, 2026, to sign a co-management agreement to restore the 
Clear Lake watershed. The agreement aims to improve water quality, restore habitat, 
strengthen native fish populations, and support healthier ecosystems for future 
generations. State Water Board Executive Director, Eric Oppenheimer, signed the 
agreement on behalf of the Board.

The Division of Water Rights (Division) has expanded its work in the Clear Lake 
watershed since it began working on the Clear Lake Hitch emergency in 2022, moving 
from emergency response to a sustained investment in science, monitoring, 
enforcement, tribal capacity, and long-term watershed health. The Division has invested 
over $1.3 million in direct contracts and monitoring support for a groundwater–surface 
water study, facilitation and engagement, and water-rights enforcement. Together, 
these investments are building the scientific foundation and partnerships needed for 
collaborative management of the Clear Lake watershed. 

Through the Clear Lake Hitch Emergency Information Order, the Division collected new 
information on groundwater pumping and surface water diversions from roughly  
1,300 properties, strengthening the basis for understanding water use and its 
relationship to streamflow near hitch spawning areas. The Division is also investing in 
the people, partnerships, and monitoring needed to put science to work by supporting 
facilitation and collaboration, harmful algal bloom and eDNA monitoring, and providing 
equipment and technical support for Tribal-led stream, groundwater, and water-quality 
monitoring.

Together, these efforts are creating a shared scientific foundation for decision-making, 
combining state resources and regulatory tools with tribal knowledge, monitoring, and 
stewardship to better understand the watershed and identify actions that can make a 
meaningful difference. This agreement represents the next step in that commitment.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/exec_dir_rpts/pol_per_view.html
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Groundwater Recharge

The Division of Water Rights has two pending recharge temporary permit applications. 
More information can be found at: Pending Temporary Permits

Town of Windsor filed a 5-year temporary permit application T033545 on July 31, 2026 
to divert up to 200 acre-feet from the Russian River starting in December 2026. On 
August 27, 2026, the Town requested to delay commencement of diversion until 
December 2027, because the electrical pump controllers necessary to operate the 
injection well pumps could not be obtained in time for the 2026 diversion season. 
T033545 was publicly noticed on September 4, 2026 with objections due by  
October 5, 2026.

Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District filed a 180-day temporary 
permit application T033551 on September 2, 2026 to divert up to 14,999 acre-feet from 
Cache Creek starting in January 2027. Water rights staff are conducting initial review of 
the filing and preparing the public notice.

Water Right Petitions

Approved City of Yreka’s time extension petition: On September 4, 2026, the 
Division approved the City of Yreka’s petition to extend the development period for 
water right Permit 15379 (Application 22551), which authorizes municipal, domestic, 
and industrial diversions from Fall Creek and a tributary to Fall Creek in Siskiyou 
County. Although the City requested an extension through 2042, the order grants an 
extension only through December 31, 2036, finding that the City demonstrated due 
diligence and good cause but has not made sufficient progress toward full beneficial use 
to warrant an additional 20 years. No protests were received. The amended permit 
requires annual reports documenting progress toward full development, conservation 
efforts, growth, infrastructure improvements, and constraints on water use, and updates 
conditions concerning bypass flows, measuring and monitoring, urban water 
management, and cannabis cultivation. Staff determined that the extension complies 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and will not adversely affect public 
trust resources.

Approved Georgetown Divide PUD Temporary Transfer: On August 25, 2026, the 
Division approved Georgetown Divide Public Utility District’s (GDPUD) temporary 
transfer of up to 3,250 acre-feet of water stored in Stumpy Meadows Reservoir under 
Permit 12827 to Westlands Water District for agricultural use. The water will be 
released from Stumpy Meadows Reservoir, conveyed through Folsom Lake and the 
Delta, and rediverted at the Jones or Banks Pumping Plants, with reservoir releases 
ending September 30, 2026. The Division determined that the transferred water would 
otherwise remain in storage and that, as conditioned, the transfer will not injure other 
legal users or unreasonably affect fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses. Key 
conditions require execution of a reservoir refill agreement with the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), coordination 
of Folsom Reservoir operations and cold-water pool protection with Reclamation, 
compliance with applicable regulatory and endangered-species requirements, and 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/applications/groundwater_recharge/pending_applications.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/applications/notices/docs/2026/t033545-tow-app-notice.pdf
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reporting of transfer deliveries and subsequent reservoir refill. Prior to approving the 
temporary transfer, GDPUD informed the Division that surveying for the Foothill Yellow 
Legged Frog would delay the water release window for the transfer. A condition was 
added to the order to allow for a revised water release schedule with concurrence from 
DWR, Reclamation, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and the 
United States Forest Service (USFS).

Approved Foresthill PUD Temporary Transfer: On August 26, 2026, the Division 
approved Foresthill Public Utility District’s (FPUD) temporary transfer of up to  
2,000 acre-feet of water, plus up to 105 acre-feet to cover conveyance losses (total 
2,105 acre-feet), stored in Sugar Pine Reservoir under Permit 15375 to Westlands 
Water District for agricultural use. The water will be released from Sugar Pine Reservoir 
between September 14 and October 22, 2026, then conveyed through Folsom Lake and 
the Delta for rediversion at the Jones and Banks pumping plants or San Luis Reservoir. 
The Division determined the transferred water would otherwise remain in storage and 
that, as conditioned, the temporary change will not injure other legal users of water or 
unreasonably affect fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses. Key conditions 
require execution of a reservoir refill agreement with DWR and Reclamation, 
coordination of Folsom Reservoir operations and cold-water pool protection with 
Reclamation, execution of a Warren Act contract, and reporting of transfer deliveries 
and subsequent reservoir refill.

Water Rights Enforcement

California American Water Company Monterey Cease and Desist Order – On 
October 21, 2025, Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) filed an 
application with the State Board pursuant to Water Code section 1832 to modify Orders 
WR 2009-0060 and WR 2016-0016. Specifically, MPWMD requests that the State 
Board issue an amended order that rescinds Condition 2, updates reporting 
requirements, and includes a trigger that would allow the Division’s Deputy Director to 
reinstate Condition 2, if necessary. This proceeding is currently underway;  
159 comment packages were received by the August 19, 2026 due date, and six 
rebuttal packages were received by the September 18, 2026 due date. A hearing date is 
scheduled for November 5, 2026. Additional information on this proceeding is available 
on the Division’s CalAm case website.

Hodys – On August 5, 2026, the Division issued an administrative civil liability 
complaint against Jeremy Hodys and Ryan Shields for alleged water rights and 
cannabis cultivation violations on properties in the Blue Rock Creek watershed in 
Mendocino County. The complaint alleges unauthorized surface water diversions, 
failure to file required diversion statements, violations of the Cannabis Cultivation Policy 
involving water storage and recordkeeping, and water use for cannabis cultivation 
without the required state license. The Division proposes $41,000 in joint and several 
liability, plus $29,000 against Mr. Hodys individually and $11,500 against Shields 
individually. Mr. Hodys has requested a hearing before the Administrative Hearings 
Office (AHO), which has been scheduled for November 20, 2026. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/projects/california_american_water_company/
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Hale – On September 21, 2026, the Division issued an administrative civil liability 
complaint proposing a $157,890 penalty against Douglas J. Hale for alleged violations 
of the Scott River watershed groundwater curtailment order. Division staff documented 
irrigation on nine days between June 18 and August 12, 2026, while curtailments were 
in effect and estimated 22.63 acre-feet of water use on those days. The complaint cites 
continued irrigation after a notice of violation, prior curtailment violations, and potential 
harm to instream flows and senior water users. The proposed liability is subject to  
Mr. Hale’s right to request a hearing, which must be submitted by October 12, 2026.

Scott River Notices of Violation – On August 31, 2026, the Division issued 11 NOVs 
to Local Cooperative Solutions (LCS) participants for failing to submit water use data 
required by its proposed LCS plan in the Scott River watershed. The notice directs 
respondents to provide the missing data, up to and including August data, or justify the 
reporting deficiency by September 10. The NOV also advises that failure to comply with 
LCS reporting requirements may result in groundwater curtailment and penalties under 
the June 2026 curtailment order. As of September 23, 2026, 10 respondents have 
submitted their water use data. 

Water Quality Certification, Flow, Data and Administrative Branch

Water Rights Modernization 

Updating Water Rights Data for California (UPWARD): Division staff attended the 
2026 Water Data Summit in Los Angeles and presented in one of its sessions on the 
effort to convert the Division’s data from the old databases into CalWATRS, including 
the challenges of modernizing old data for use in a new system.

CalWATRS also won an award for the best application serving the public at the 2026 
Government Technology Summit. Division and Water Board staff were at the summit to 
receive the award.

Supply & Demand Assessment: The Division of Water Rights continues to develop 
water supply models, water demand datasets, and water allocation tools for select 
watersheds across California. These tools, once completed, will provide predictions of 
surface water supplies and demands to aid state and local water management 
decisions during periods of water shortage. Recent updates include:

· Putah Creek. Staff are working on refinements to the Putah Creek watershed 
water supply model based on recent and ongoing engagement with commenters. 

· Navarro River. Meetings were held on September 30th and October 6th to share 
information about the Navarro River watershed modeling effort, including an 
overview of the completed water supply model and report, how they work, and 
how they can be used. 

· Engagement. During the past month, the staff met with the Russian River Water 
Sharing Program regarding the Russian River watershed, with Butte County and 
partner agencies and organizations regarding the Butte Creek watershed, and 
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with the City of Santa Cruz and partner agencies and organizations regarding the 
greater San Lorenzo River watershed. 

More information on this work is available on the Board’s Supply and Demand 
Assessment website (https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sda). 

Sites Reservoir Project: The Board issued a water quality certification for the Sites 
Reservoir Project (Project) on September 10, 2026. The Project, proposed by the Sites 
Project Authority is a new water surface reservoir that would divert water from the 
Sacramento River at Red Bluff and Hamilton City, to store up to 1.5 million acre-feet of 
water. The Project would be located in rural, unincorporated areas of Glenn and Colusa 
counties. More information, and a copy of the certification, is available on the Board’s 
Project webpage.

Bucks and Grizzly Creek Gravel Augmentation Project: The Board issued a water 
quality certification for Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) Bucks and Grizzly 
Creek Gravel Augmentation Project (Project) on September 3, 2026. The Project 
involves the placement of gravel in Bucks and Grizzly Creeks to improve trout spawning 
habitat. The certification is available on the Division of Water Rights 
Water Quality Certification webpage.

Lee Vining Hydroelectric Project: On September 16, 2026, State Water Board staff 
issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to begin the CEQA process for the relicensing of 
Southern California Edison’s Lee Vining Hydroelectric Project (Project). The NOP’s 
public comment period ends on October 19, 2026. In addition, on October 13, 2026, 
staff are hosting two virtual public meetings to present information on the Project and 
accept public comments. The Project is located approximately five miles northeast of 
the city of Lee Vining along the eastern base of the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
in Mono County. Project-related waterbodies include Glacier Creek and Lee Vining 
Creek. The NOP is available on the Board’s Project webpage. 

Scott River and Shasta River Watersheds: The Board’s 2025 Emergency Regulation
remains in effect under Assembly Bill 263 and curtailments have been reinstated in both 
watersheds as described below. Additionally, the Division of Water Rights is working on 
a variety of long-term flow-related items for the Scott River and Shasta River 
watersheds as directed by Board Resolution No. 2024-0036.

· Scott River Watershed Curtailments: On June 9, 2026, Addendum 12 to 
Orders WR 2024-0024-DWR and WR 2026-0005-DWR reinstated curtailments 
for all surface water rights in the Scott River Watershed. On June 10, 2026, 
Order WR- 2026-0008-DWR imposed curtailments and required reporting for 
groundwater pumping under schedule C of the Scott River Adjudication and 
overlying groundwater diversions associated with parcels listed in attachment A 
of the Order. On July 2, 2026, Addendum 1 conditionally suspended curtailments 
for groundwater rights. On July 4, 2026, the suspension ended because 
minimum flows dropped below the July minimum flow requirement (50 cfs) at the 
USGS Fort Jones gage. A large portion of the farming and ranching communities 

https://cawaterboards-my.sharepoint.com/personal/beba_maletic_waterboards_ca_gov/Documents/SupplyandDemandAssessmentwebsite
https://cawaterboards-my.sharepoint.com/personal/beba_maletic_waterboards_ca_gov/Documents/SupplyandDemandAssessmentwebsite
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sda
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/sites.html
mailto:https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/buckscreek/docs/bucks-creek-wqc-gap-project.pdf
mailto:https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/lee-vining-ferc1388.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2025/2025-scott-shasta-emergency-reg-adopted-searchable.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB263
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2024/rs2024-0036.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2024/order-wr-2024-0024-dwr.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2026/order-wr-0005-dwr-scott-sws-curtailment.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2026/order-wr-2026-0008-dwr-scott-gw-curtailment.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2026/scott-addendum-1.pdf
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-11519500/#period=P7D&dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&showFieldMeasurements=true
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that irrigate with groundwater in the Scott River Watershed have submitted 
proposals requesting groundwater local cooperative solutions (LCS) in lieu of 
curtailment. 

· Shasta River Watershed Curtailments: Diversions impact the flow of the 
Shasta River, causing water levels to rise or fall based on amount of water being 
diverted. Conditional curtailments remain in effect for the Shasta River watershed 
under Addendum 6 to Order 2024-0006-DWR. Conditional curtailments set 
additional requirements that must be met before junior water rights can divert, 
including increased coordination with the State Water Board and/or the Scott 
River and Shasta River Watermaster District. As of September 15, flows at the 
USGS Yreka gage continue to fluctuate around the May 1 - September 15 flow 
requirement of 50 cfs, with the flow requirement increasing to 75 cfs for 
September 16-30, and 105 cfs for October. The Division of Water Rights will 
continue to monitor flows, flow forecasts, precipitation and temperature forecasts, 
and watershed conditions regularly to determine if adjustments to the 
curtailments are appropriate.

Additional information on the Emergency Regulation and related flow efforts in the Scott 
River and Shasta River watersheds is available on the Board’s website for these efforts.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2026/addendum6-shasta-attach-a.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/docs/2024/shasta-order-WR-2024-0006-DWR.pdf
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-11517500/#period=P30D&dataTypeId=continuous-00060-0&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/scott_shasta_rivers/
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DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

Groundwater Regulatory Branch

Urban and Industrial Stormwater Infiltration Policy: The Division of Water Quality 
plans to release the draft Water Quality Control Policy for Urban and Industrial 
Stormwater Infiltration in late October 2026 for a 45-day public comment period. The 
draft Policy establishes a risk-based framework for evaluating urban and industrial 
infiltration projects by considering pollutant types, land use, industrial activities, and 
drainage area size. It provides clear, peer-reviewed, science-based requirements to 
ensure projects are designed and implemented to protect groundwater quality and 
beneficial uses according to their risk level. The draft Policy also identifies conditions 
where infiltration may be prohibited. During the comment period, staff will hold a public 
Board workshop to present the draft Policy, answer questions, and gather feedback.

Wastewater Needs Assessment (WWNA) Advisory Group Meeting: As specified in 
the State Water Board Resolution No. 2022-0019, the State Water Board authorized the 
Executive Director or designee to enter into contracts to support a statewide effort to 
conduct an assessment of wastewater needs to improve sanitation access to all 
Californians and to help achieve the human right to water goals. State Water Board 
contracted with the University of California, Los Angeles – Luskin Center for Innovation 
(UCLA, primary investigator contracted), Sacramento State – Office of Water Programs, 
University of California – Agriculture and Natural Resources, and University of 
Massachusetts – Amherst (WWNA project team) to provide information on and 
strategies to address California’s water-related sanitation system needs. The WWNA 
contract lasts for four years (2023 to 2027) and is conducted in sequential 2-year 
phases.
The WWNA project team formed an Advisory Group, made up of diverse organizations 
across California, to advise on project development and draft analyses, inform the 
WWNA team on wastewater data and information, and to provide other key areas of 
expertise and perspectives. The Advisory Group began meeting in July 2024 and has 
since met quarterly. The next quarterly meeting will be held on October 30, 2026, and 
will provide a high-level overview of progress implementing the Phase 2 Workplan with 
a focus on the WWNA Solutions & Costs (Phase 2D) and At-Risk Assessment (Phase 
2D).

Surface Water Regulatory Branch

Consideration of Amendments to the Seawater Desalination Provisions of the 
Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean Waters of California: The Division of Water 
Quality initiated Tribal consultation requests in September 2026 on this amendment 
project in accordance with Assembly Bill 52’s (AB 52, 2014) Public Resources Code  
§ 21080.3.1, which requires lead agencies to consult with California Native American 
Tribes that have requested notification of projects under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Staff expect Tribal consultations may continue into 2027. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2022/rs2022_0019.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2025/apr/notice_wwna_041025.pdf
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Constituent of Emerging Concern (CEC) Strategy Listening Session: Engagement 
Opportunity: The State Water Board’s Constituent of Emerging Concern (CEC) unit will 
host a CEC Strategy Public Listening Session Late October. This session 
will provide interested parties and partner agencies with an opportunity to share 
perspectives that will help shape documents currently in development and inform the 
strategic direction of the State Water Board’s CEC efforts. Feedback gathered will 
support ongoing program development, cross-agency collaboration, and future CEC 
considerations as we strengthen our statewide CEC strategy and develop foundational 
documents that will serve as a resource hub for the Water Boards. Information and 
materials will be posted on the Water Boards’ CEC webpage as they become 
available: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cec/index.html

Utility Wildfire General Order: This general order consistent with Senate Bill 901 
(Dodd, 2018) will provide a more efficient permitting pathway for electric utility permitting 
across the state by establishing baseline best management practices for a range of 
electric utility activities with the potential to discharge waste to waters. The State Water 
Board will consider adoption on October 20. Additional information and materials are 
posted on the Water Board’s website:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/statewide-utility-
wildfire-mitigation-general-order.html

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program Update: The Irrigated Lands Regulatory reports 
are included in Appendix A of this report.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cec/index.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/statewide-utility-wildfire-mitigation-general-order.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/statewide-utility-wildfire-mitigation-general-order.html


DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Office of Sustainable Water Solutions (OSWS)

Planning/Construction Project Summary
The tables below summarize the planning and construction agreements and amendments executed in the month of 
August 2026.

Drinking Water

Drinking Water Funding Agreements Executed
(August 2026)

PWSID PWS 
Benefiting

Project 
Number

Project Recipient Project Description Funding 
Amount

SAFER 
Status

CA4500023 Hat Creek 
Highlands Mutual 
Water Co

4500023-001P Hat Creek 
Highlands Mutual 
Water Company

The funding under this Agreement will be 
used to prepare a preliminary engineering 
report (PER), environmental documents, 
design documents (drawings and technical 
specifications), and a DWSRF Application for 
Construction Financing to enable the 
Recipient to construct water treatment and 
storage improvements. 

$516,540 At-Risk

CA1510007 Frazier Park 
PUD

EDWG-
1510007-003C

Frazier Park Public 
Utility District

The funding under this Agreement will be 
used to construct a new well and replace 
failing pipelines to resolve insufficient source 
capacity issues.

$23,545,844 At-Risk

CA3700938;

CA3700934 

Pauma Valley 
Mutual Water 
Company; Yuima 
Municipal Water 
District IDA

EDWG-
3701408-001C

Yuima Municipal 
Water District

The funding under this agreement will be 
used to consolidate the failing Pauma Valley 
Water District (PVWC) into the not-at-risk 
Yuima Municipal Water District (YMWD). 
Consolidation will address Compliance Order 
stating the PVWC water system has several 
regulatory deficiencies.

$11,658,100 Not-At-
Risk; 

Failing
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Drinking Water Funding Agreements Amended
(August 2026)

PWSID PWS Benefiting Project 
Number

Project Recipient Amendment Type Amendment Purpose SAFER 
Status

CA2410018;

CA2400201

Santa Nella County 
Water District; 
Volta Community 
SD

2410018-001C Santa Nella County 
Water District

Time Extension Construction Completion 
date extension from 
12/31/2026 to 12/31/2027.

Potentially-At-
Risk; 

At-Risk

CA3310047 Cabazon Water 
District

3310047-001P Cabazon Water 
District

Time Extension Work Completion date 
extension from 9/1/2026 to 
9/1/2027.

Potentially-At-
Risk

CA5010033 City of Modesto, De 
Grayson

5010033-001P Modesto, City of Time Extension Work Completion date 
extension from 6/30/2026 to 
12/31/2028.

At-Risk

CA2702317 Mission School WS EDWG-
2702317-001C

Mission Union 
Elementary School 
District

Final Budget Approval 
(FBA)

Project funding increase 
from $1,281,273 to 
$2,860,888 

At-Risk

Wastewater

Wastewater Funding Agreements Executed
(August 2026)

Project Number Project Recipient Project Description Funding Amount
8753-110 City of Wheatland The funding under this Agreement will be used to construct new 

wastewater conveyance and pumping facilities needed to reroute the 
City of Wheatland’s wastewater to the Olivehurst Public Utility 
District (OPUD) wastewater treatment plant for regional treatment.

$75,000,000

8825-110 City of Rialto The funding under this Agreement will be used to evaluate, design, 
and develop documents necessary to connect approximately 221 
households in the Shamrock, Maple Misc., Bloomington Ave. North 
of Randall, South of Randall, and Pomona/Iris communities to the

$625,000
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Wastewater Funding Agreements Executed  
(August 2026)  

Project Number  Project Recipient  Project Description  Funding Amount
City of Rialto’s sewer collection system and wastewater treatment 
plant. 

 
Wastewater Funding Agreements Amended 

(August 2026)  
Project 

Number  
Project Recipient  Amendment Type  Amendment Purpose 

7878-210 City of Woodlake Time Extension Final Reimbursement Request date extension from 3/31/2026 to 
10/31/2026.

8473-210 Mokelumne Hill 
Sanitary District

Final Budget Approval 
(FBA)

Project funding decrease from $11,740,000 to $9,565,712 and 
Completion of Construction date extension from 12/31/2026 to 
12/31/2027.

Administrator Summary

Work Plan 
Type

Work Plan 
No.

Water 
System

PWSID Project Description TA Provider* Total 
Amount 

Approved

SAFER 
Status

Amendment 1009-C Lake Morena 
Views MWC

CA3700924 Continuation of 
administrator services to 
the community

Stantec $477,791 Failing

Amendment D2217033 West Water 
Company

CA4900893 Continuation of 
administrator services to 
the community

Sonoma 
County

Time 
Extension 

Only

Failing
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Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Summary

PWSID PWS 
Benefiting

Project 
Number

Project Description Funding 
Amount or 
Increase

Category SAFER 
Status

CA1000042 Shaver Springs D2617002 O&M assistance to provide 
a rate subsidy to the 
community for two years.

$143,425 O&M Failing

CA5410025 Woodville PUD D2517007 Agreement was amended to 
extend the duration of O&M 
assistance to Woodville 
PUD to operate their new 
treatment plant.

Time 
Extension 

Only

O&M Failing

Technical Assistance (TA) Summary

No amended or new Master Agreements were executed during the month of August 2026.

TA Work Plans
DFA is providing Technical Assistance to 341 Drinking Water Systems (203 Failing and 48 At-Risk systems) and to  
57 Wastewater Systems. 46% of all Failing systems are receiving TA. The table below summarizes the TA work plans 
executed in the month of August 2026.

Work Plan 
Type

Work 
Plan 
No.

TA 
Recipient

PWSID Project 
Description

TA 
Provider*

TA 
Type**

Total 
Amount 

Approved

SAFER 
Status

Primary 
MCL 

Violation***
Work Plan 

Amendment
5232-J Plainview 

Mutual 
Water 
Company

CA5410039 Planning grant 
administration 
assistance, 
construction 
application, 
construction 
application 
funding grant 

SHE DW $226,339 
($68,512 
Increase) 

At-Risk N/A

CA5400682 Failing Nitrate; 
Nitrate-Nitrite 
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Work Plan 
Type

Work 
Plan 
No.

TA 
Recipient

PWSID Project 
Description

TA 
Provider*

TA 
Type**

Total 
Amount 

Approved

SAFER 
Status

Primary 
MCL 

Violation***
administration, 
and solar analysis 
study 

Work Plan 
Amendment

6604-C Corda 
Road WS

CA2701820 DWSRF 
construction 
application 
including UDWN 
application for 
interim solution.

UEI DW $457,665 
($165,630 
Increase)

Failing Nitrate

Work Plan 
Amendment

6856-F San Lucas 
County 
Water 
District

CA2701676 Engineering 
Report to 
evaluate options 
for long-term 
solutions.

UEI DW $485,753 
($75,000 
Increase)

Failing Nitrate

Work Plan 
Amendment

7121-C Amador 
Water 
Agency

CA0310002 Conduct 
Community 
Engagement 
Strategy Plan, 
Develop a 
Technical Memo 
and Complete a 
Consolidations 
Options Report 

Stantec DW $192,184 
(No 

Change)

Not At-
Risk

N/A

Work Plan 
Amendment

7146-C Tombstone 
Territory 

CA1010029 Outreach/Well 
Testing/Easement 
Acquisition

SHE DW $89,337 
($671 

Decrease)

Not At-
Risk

N/A

Work Plan 
Amendment

7226-B North 
Edwards 
Water 
District

CA1500290 Consolidation 
Study

Stantec DW $107,609 
(No 

Change)

Potentially 
At-Risk

N/A

CA1510052 Potentially 
At-Risk

N/A
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Work Plan 
Type

Work 
Plan 
No.

TA 
Recipient

PWSID Project 
Description

TA 
Provider*

TA 
Type**

Total 
Amount 

Approved

SAFER 
Status

Primary 
MCL 

Violation***
Work Plan 

Amendment
7257-B Helm 

School
CA1000186 Full Planning for 

Manganese 
Violation. 
Includes Federal 
Crosscutters 
since this is 
anticipated to 
receive Emerging 
Contaminants 
Funding

SHE DW $607,297 
($23,968 
Increase)

Failing N/A 
(Manganese)

New Work 
Plan

7261-A Alvina 
Elementary 
School

CA1000181 Corrosion Study SHE DW $66,118 
(New Work 

Plan)

At-Risk N/A

Work Plan 
Amendment

7274-B Palo Alto 
Park MWC

CA4110020 Feasibility Study Stantec DW $280,841 
(No 

Change)

Failing N/A

Work Plan 
Amendment

7299-B Kettleman 
City

CA1610009 Full Planning P&P DW $502,060 
($186,965 
Increase)

Failing TTHM

New Work 
Plan

7374-A Pinyon 
Pines 
County 
Water 
District

CA3301512 Feasibility Study NV5 DW $146,760 
(New Work 

Plan)

Failing N/A

New Work 
Plan

7376-A Alderpoint 
CWD

CA1200501 Feasibility Study GHD DW $252,808 
(New Work 

Plan)

Failing N/A

New Work 
Plan

7406-A Redwood 
Heights 
MWC

CA4900639 Feasibility 
Study/ER

P&P DW $136,256 
(New Work 

Plan)

Failing N/A
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* TA Providers:
Coleman SB Coleman, Inc., dba Sanbell Sacramento
CRWA California Rural Water Association
CWC  Community Water Center
CUWA California Urban Water Agencies
CWH  Council for Watershed Health
GHD  GHD, Inc.
LCJA  Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
NV5  NV5
P&P  Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
RCAC  Rural Community Assistance Corporation
SHE  Self-Help Enterprises
UCD  University of California, Davis
UEI  University Enterprise, Inc (CSU Sacramento)

** DW = drinking water; WW = wastewater

*** Failing system with no primary MCL violation. Failing status due to water source reliability/capacity or water outage 
violations.

Other Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) Program Project Summary (includes Safe 
and Affordable Drinking Water Fund, Proposition 84 Emergency, General Fund, and CAA Urgent Drinking Water 
Needs funding sources)

PWSID PWS Benefiting Project Number Project Description Funding 
Amount or 
Increase

Category SAFER 
Status

CA3600086 Daggett D2217006 Continued bottled water 
assistance to the 
community.

Time 
Extension 

Only

Interim 
Solution

Failing

CA1900100 Mettler D1918124 Continued bottled water 
assistance to the 
community.

$50,000 
increase

Interim 
Solution

Failing



16

PWSID PWS Benefiting Project Number Project Description Funding 
Amount or 
Increase

Category SAFER 
Status

CA1000359 
& 

CA1000019

Cantua Creek & 
El Porvenir

D2018143 Continued bottled water 
assistance to the 
community.

$135,000 
increase

Interim 
Solution

Failing

CA1400036 Keeler CSD D2118154 Continued bottled water 
assistance to the 
community.

$100,000 
increase

Interim 
Solution

Failing

CA5400647 Yokohl Mutual 
Water Company

D2617001 Emergency repair 
project to replace the 
hydropneumatic tank.

$166,500 Emergency 
Repair

Failing

CA4900608 Six Acres Water 
Company

D2417014 Continued bottled water 
assistance to the 
community.

Time 
Extension 

Only

Interim 
Solution

Failing

Emergency Repair Funding Programs
There were no emergencies approved in August 2026.

Schools Grant Programs

Bottled Water for Schools Grant Program
District Name School Name Water System 

Name
PWSID SAFER 

Status
Type of 

Approval
Duration Number of 

Students/ 
Staff

Stone Corral 
Elementary 
School District

Stone Corral 
Elementary

Seville Water 
Company

5400550 Failing Renewal 8/4/2026 - 9/9/2028 175

Allensworth 
Elementary 
School District

Allensworth 
Elementary 
School

Allensworth CSD 5400544 Failing Renewal 8/10/2026 - 10/31/2026 137
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University Enterprises Incorporated – PFAS Sampling Program

This program provides technical assistance to water systems for collecting and analyzing drinking water well samples for 
Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) at all wells serving disadvantaged communities and severely disadvantaged 
communities, as required by State Water Board Order DW 2024-0002-DDW. Sampling and analysis services are provided 
by University Enterprises Incorporated, Office of Water Programs and their partners at no cost to the water systems. All 
drinking water wells will be sampled at least once. A second round of sampling will be decided by the State Water Board 
after the first round of sampling is complete. As of September 3, 2026, 100% of eligible water systems (1,106 of 1,106) 
are registered to be sampled and 3,361 wells out of the 3,375 scheduled have been sampled. 

Loans and Grants Branch (L&G)

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)

SFY 2026/27 Intended Use Plan (IUP)

The Drinking Water IUP was adopted by the Board on August 18, 2026. It outlines the State Water Board’s plan for 
administering the DWSRF and its associated financing programs for State Fiscal Year 2026–2027. 

DWSRF Future Significant Events 

8th Drinking Water Infrastructure Need Survey Assessment

Staff are now starting to conduct the 8th Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey and Assessment (DWINSA). The 
DWINSA estimates the 20-year infrastructure needs of California public water systems eligible for DWSRF assistance. 
The results are reported to Congress and are used to allocate DWSRF funding for four fiscal years. 

Annual Report  

Staff are now preparing the SFY 2025/26 Annual Report. 
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Drinking Water 

Drinking Water Funding Agreements Executed
(August 2026)

PWSID PWS 
Benefiting

Project 
Number

Project 
Recipient

Project Description Funding 
Amount

SAFER Status

Emerging Contaminants 
CA3010027 City of Orange 3010027-002C City of Orange The Recipient will construct a centralized PFAS 

treatment plant that includes four ion exchange 
vessel systems, as well as the necessary 
piping, prefilters and related appurtenances. 
The centralized PFAS treatment plant will 
remove PFAS from groundwater that is 
delivered to the centralized PFAS treatment 
plant using an existing conveyance pipeline. 

$6,923,115 Not Assessed

Drinking Water Funding Agreements Amended
(August 2026)

PWSID PWS Benefiting Project Number Project Recipient Amendment 
Type

Amendment Purpose SAFER Status

CA0910002 South Tahoe PUD 
- Main

0910002-030C South Tahoe Public 
Utility District

Funding Increase Project funding increase 
from $6,934,231.00 to 
$8,775,287.

Not-At-Risk

CA3710020 City of San Diego 3710020-077C City of San Diego Time Extension Construction completion 
extension from 7/31/2026 
to 6/4/2027.

Not Assessed

CA1910143 San Fernando-City 
Water Dept.

1910143-001C City of San Fernando Time Extension Final reimbursement 
request date extension 
from 3/31/2026 to 
3/31/2028.

Potentially-At-
Risk
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Drinking Water Funding Agreements Amended
(August 2026)
Groundwater

NA NA D1912533 Los Angeles 
Department of Water 
and Power

Funding Decrease 
& Time Extension

Project funding decrease 
from $120,008,963 to 
$117,445,930 and Work 
Completion Date 
extension from 6/30/2026 
to 12/31/2026.

NA

NA NA D1912534 Los Angeles 
Department of Water 
and Power

Funding Decrease 
& Time Extension

Project funding decrease 
from $137,808,774 to 
$131,237,874 and work 
completion extension 
12/31/2026 to 
12/31/2027. 

NA

Emerging Contaminants
CA1910240;

CA1910017;

CA1910048;

CA1910096

Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency; 
Santa Clarita Valley 
W.A.-Santa Clarita; 
Castaic Lake Water 
Agency; 
Newhall CWD-
Newhall

1910240-001C Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency

Time Extension Construction Completion 
date extension from 
6/1/2026 to 6/30/2027.

Not Assessed; 
 Not Available; 
 Not Available; 
 Not Available

CA3010001 City of Anaheim 3010001-004C City of Anaheim Funding Increase Project funding increase 
from $10,000,000 to 
$18,250,000 

Not Assessed

CA3900755 Shady Rest Mobile 
Home Park

3900755-001P Shady Rest Mobile 
Home Park

Time Extension Work Completion date 
extension from 6/30/2026 
to 12/31/2027.

Failing
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Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)

SFY 2026/27 Intended Use Plan

The Clean Water IUP was adopted by the Board on July 7, 2026. It outlines the State Water Board’s plan for 
administering the CWSRF and its associated financing programs for State Fiscal Year 2026–2027. 

CWSRF Future Significant Events 

Clean Watershed Needs Survey 

US EPA is rolling out a set of CWNS training modules to get everyone ready for the survey kicking off in January 2027. 
The Clean Watersheds Needs Survey is US EPA’s nationwide check-in on what clean water infrastructure upgrades are 
needed over the next couple decades. It covers everything from wastewater and stormwater to decentralized systems and 
nonpoint source projects. States gather the data, document future capital needs, and upload it all through US EPA’s data 
entry portal. The final results go to Congress and help shape CWSRF funding allocations for the next four fiscal years.

Annual Report

Staff are now preparing the SFY 2025/26 Annual Report.
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Clean Water

Clean Water Funding Agreements Executed
(August 2026)

Project Number Project Recipient Project Description Funding Amount
8841-110 Quartz Valley Indian Reservation This project returns 39,575 acres of timberland to the Quartz 

Valley Indian Reservation and protects and enhances 
numerous drinking water and salmon streams.

$25,000,000

Water Recycling
8644-110 City of Riverbank Improvements to Riverbank WWTP to remove nitrogen, 

produce tertiary recycled water, and recycling of up to 1,800 
acre-feet per year on irrigated crops.

$88,294,420

8768-110 Las Virgenes-Triunfo Public 
Financing Authority

The project consists of an Advanced Water Purification Facility 
to treat disinfected tertiary recycled water from the Tapia 
Water Recycling Facility for California IPR, and convey the 
purified water to the Las Virgenes Reservoir, where it will be 
blended with the existing Metropolitan supply in the reservoir.

$84,240,031

Clean Water Funding Agreements Amended
(August 2026)

Project Number Project Recipient Amendment Type Amendment Purpose

8454-110 Sacramento Area Sewer 
District

Final Budget Approval (FBA) Construction of Completion Date extension from 
12/31/2025 to 12/31/2026.

Water Recycling
8651-110 Public Utilities Commission 

of the City and County of 
San Francisco

Funding Increase Project funding increase $115,000,000 to 
$125,000,000.
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California Financing Coordinating Committee

Planning and Support Unit marketing coordinator and supervisor exhibited at the 2026 WateReuse California Annual 
Conference in-person on August 24 through August 26, 2026. Staff presented information about the Division’s financial 
assistance programs, targeting water recycling.

WateReuse California is the largest state section of the national WateReuse Association and serves as the leading voice 
for water recycling in California. The organization provides a primary forum for education, collaboration, and outreach 
across the state and plays a central role in shaping public policy, regulatory frameworks, and industry best practices for 
water reuse, supporting California’s transition toward resilient, sustainable water supplies.

The conference is designed for individuals, organizations, and agencies involved in or interested in the planning, design, 
management, operation, and use of water recycling facilities and projects throughout California, including Regulators, 
Water and Wastewater Agencies, Government Officials, Consulting Engineering Firms, Suppliers, Manufacturers, 
Environmental Organizations, Advocacy Groups, Academic Institutions, and Water Reuse Industry Professionals.
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DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER

Lead and Copper News

On August 19, 2026, the State Water Board adopted emergency regulations for the 
Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
section 116365.03. As required by Health and Safety Code section 116365.03, the 
proposed regulation text is not more stringent than, and does not materially alter, the 
federal LCRI language. The proposed emergency regulations will take effect on 
November 1, 2027, to align with the LCRI compliance date and ensure coordinated 
implementation by repealing and replacing existing California Lead and Copper 
regulations with the proposed LCRI regulations. 

The Notice of Proposed Emergency Rulemaking was posted on September 3, 2026, 
and the emergency rulemaking package was filed with the Office of Administrative Law 
in September 2026.

Permits 

Permits are issued when a public water system undertakes action that may impact 
public health (i.e. a new source of supply, modifying treatment or adding a large 
distribution reservoir), when the original permit has numerous amendments, or following 
new regulations or conditions that the Division of Drinking Water (DDW) deems 
necessary for the protection of public health.

The following 77 permits were uploaded between August 4, 2026, and  
September 13, 2026.

Water System Permit Type Permit Purpose
CAL AM - PARKWAY PERMIT 

AMENDMENTS
INACTIVATION OF LIPPI PARKWAY 
WELL

SACRAMENTO 
SUBURBAN WATER 
DISTRICT

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

SSWD - INACTIVATE 3 WELLS AND 
STANDBY 3 WELLS

FOUR WINDS WATER 
SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

SCHWEIKART 
WATER SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

UPLANDS OF THE 
KERN MUTUAL 
WATER COMPANY

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

CAMPOS BROS. 
FARMS

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

TIPTON COMMUNITY 
SERVICES DIST

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

REACTIVATE WELL 05 AS ACTIVE 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/lead-copper-rule/docs/2026/notice-of-proposed-emergency-rulemaking.pdf
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MICHELSEN 
PACKAGING

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

MORNING STAR 
KING, LLC

FULL PERMIT CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND PWS 
NAME CHANGE

DELANO GROWERS 
GRAPE PRODUCTS

FULL PERMIT ADDITION OF GRANULAR ACTIVATED 
CARBON FOR 1,2,3 - TCP REDUCTION

BUTTONWILLOW 
RACEWAY PARK 
CLASSIC

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

STOCKDALE 
RANCHOS MUTUAL 
WATER CO

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

CHOCTAW VALLEY 
MUTUAL WATER CO.

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

RANCHO PAUMA 
MUTUAL WC

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

AMENDED PERMIT TO BLEND WELL 
38 WITH WELLS 39, 42 AND/OR 14R 
TO LOWER NITRATE 

SAN JOSE WATER PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

REMOVE CAMBRIAN RESERVOIRS 1 
AND 2

OXXO MINI MART FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

RANCHO DEL REY 
GOLF CLUB

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

YOSEMITE NPS-
ARCH ROCK

FULL PERMIT UPDATE PERMIT CONDITIONS

MARISCOS LA 
LANGOSTA WATER 
SYSTEM

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

REFLECT CHANGE IN LEGAL 
BUSINESS NAME

CITY OF DOS PALOS FULL PERMIT NEW TRIDENT HS SWTP AND 
APPLICABLE PROVISIONS

YOSEMITE NPS-EL 
PORTAL

FULL PERMIT UPDATE PERMIT CONDITIONS

SLIDE INN 
SNOWBOWL WATER 
CO

FULL PERMIT CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

PENA'S DISPOSAL 
SERVICES

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

CHANGE RO DESIGNATION TO IX

PETERS FRUIT 
FARMS, INC

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

POU RO UNITS AT MAIN OFFICE AND 
LUNCHROOM.

LAKE YOSEMITE 
COUNTY PARK

FULL PERMIT ADD WELL 7 

YUCAIPA VALLEY 
WATER DISTRICT

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

INCREASE FILTRATION CAPACITY TO 
19.7 MGD WITH TWO MF AND NF 
TREATMENT TRAINS
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BELLFLOWER 
MUNICIPAL WATER 
SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

MANHATTAN BEACH-
CITY, WATER DEPT.

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

WELL 15 PLACED ON STANDBY

LAKEVIEW 
RANCHOS MUTUAL 
WATER COMPANY

FULL PERMIT NEW WELL AND BLENDING FOR 
ARSENIC AND URANIUM

CALIFORNIA 
PORTLAND CEMENT

FULL PERMIT CHANGE Cl2 FROM DRY SODIUM 
DICHLOROIOSCYUANURATE TO 
SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE

BAKERSFIELD, CITY 
OF

FULL PERMIT WELL 04 INACTIVE TO ACTIVE, ADD 
GAC. ACTIVATE Cl2 TREATMENT 

PINON PINES MWC FULL PERMIT ADD STOARAGE TANK 
KERN MOBILE 
ESTATES LLC

FULL PERMIT CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

THE PATCH FRUIT 
STAND

FULL PERMIT CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

THE GROVE FULL PERMIT NEW WATER SYSTEM
BLOOMINGCAMP 
WATER SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT PERMIT REQUIRED EVERY THREE 
YEARS FOR POU TREATMENT

RUED VINEYARDS FULL PERMIT PERMIT REISSUED AS PREVIOUS 
PERMIT IS OVER 10 YEARS OLD

CSP-HENDY WOODS 
STATE PARK

FULL PERMIT REVISED PERMIT TO REFLECT 
CURRENT OPERATIONS

MISSION HIGHLANDS 
MUTUAL WATER CO.

FULL PERMIT REVISED PERMIT TO REFLECT 
CURRENT OPERATIONS

HAMEL FAMILY 
WINES

FULL PERMIT NEW WATER SYSTEM

LAURA CHENEL'S 
CHEVRE INC.

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

CHANGE FILTRATION MEDIA TO ASM-
10-HP

MOSHIN VINEYARDS FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

CSP-ARMSTRONG 
REDWOODS STATE 
RESERVE

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

VALLEY OF THE 
MOON WATER 
DISTRICT

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

NEW PARK WELL FACILITY

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
ESTATES MWC

FULL PERMIT STATE SMALL GREW TO CWS - NEW 
PERMIT ISSUED 

GOLDEN STATE 
WATER CO - 
BARSTOW

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

AGATE WELL 05 ACTIVE TO STANDBY
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GOLDEN STATE 
WATER CO - SAN 
JUAN OAKS

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

EXPANSION OF DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM BY 20%

SANTA CRUZ WATER 
DEPARTMENT

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

ADD CORROSION CONTROL AT 
BELTZ AND BELTZ 12 TREATMENT 
PLANTS, SOQUEL CREEK 
INTERCONNECTION, AND 4 
CORROSION CONTROL MONITORING 
SAMPLE LOCATIONS

CAMPO GROUP LLC FULL PERMIT NEW PUPLIC WATER SYSTEM
EASTERN SIERRA 
REGIONAL AIRPORT

FULL PERMIT NEW PUPLIC WATER SYSTEM

SOUTH FEATHER 
W&P - STRAWBERRY 
CAMPROUND

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

WELL #2 TO STANDBY STATUS

BLOOMIN BREW FULL PERMIT PWS TRANSFER FROM LPA
CALTRANS-
TRINIDAD NB

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

TWO NEW WELLS, 10,000-GALLON 
FINISHED WATER TANK, BOOSTER 
STATION, AND Cl2 TREATMENT 

LAGUNA SECA WC FULL PERMIT UPDATE PERMIT & ACTIVATE WELL 
01 

CALVARY CHAPEL 
JULIAN

FULL PERMIT FIRST PERMIT ISSUED 

BACK COUNTRY INN FULL PERMIT PWS TRANSFER FROM LPA
ESCALON, CITY OF PERMIT 

AMENDMENTS
ADD WELL NO. 01A

RANCHO 
CALIFORNIA WATER 
DISTRICT

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

INACTIVATE WELL 120

SAN JACINTO, CITY 
OF

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

NEW BATH TREATMENT PLANT

KEYES COMMUNITY 
SERVICES DIST.

FULL PERMIT REVISED PERMIT FOR CENTRALIZED 
GAC AND WELL 9 ARSENIC 
TREATMENT

SAN BERNARDINO 
CITY

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

INACTIVATION OF DEVIL CANYON 
WELL 04

BROOKSIDE MOBILE 
HOME PARK

FULL PERMIT NO PREVIOUS PERMIT ISSUED

RANCHO CORTA 
MADERA

FULL PERMIT PREVIOUS DOMESTIC WATER 
SUPPLY PERMIT WAS GREATER 
THAN 10 YEARS OLD AND NO 
LONGER REPRESNETATIVE OF THE 
SYSTEM, SO A REVISED WATER 
SUPPLY PERMIT WAS ISSUED
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YMCA CAMP 
MARSTON/RAINTREE

FULL PERMIT NEW PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM

MOJAVE PUD FULL PERMIT UPDATED FULL PERMIT 
RAINBIRD VALLEY 
MWC

FULL PERMIT REVISED GREATER THAN 10-YEAR-
OLD PERMIT

RIVERNOOK 
CAMPGROUND

FULL PERMIT NEW STORAGE TANK AND WELLS 01 
and 03 TO INACTIVE STATUS 

CWS-ONYX WATER 
SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT NEW STORAGE TANK, WELL 01 TO 
ACTIVE AND WELL 05 TO INACTIVE 
STATUS

CWS - KERNVILLE PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

ARDEN WELL STANDBY TO ACTIVE 
AND COUNTRYWOOD WELL 02 
ACTIVE TO STANDBY

CWS - LOWER 
BODFISH WATER 
SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT NEW HIX FILTRATION MEDIA 
APPROVED 

CWS - LAKELAND FULL PERMIT ADD STORAGE, NEW WELL 07, AND 
PFAS TO RO TREATED LIST

SKI WEST VILLAGE 
WATER SYSTEM

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

WELL 01 TO INACTIVE AND ADD WELL 
02 AS ACTIVE

CWS - UPPER 
BODFISH WATER 
SYSTEM

FULL PERMIT NEW HIX FILTRATION MEDIA 
APPROVED

SWEETWATER 
AUTHORITY

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

ADD 800,000 GALLON CENTRAL 
WHEELER TANK AND RESIDUAL 
CONTROL SYSTEM

GSWC - CLAREMONT PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

INACTIVATION OF BERKELEY WELL 1 
AND MARLBORO WELL

LYNWOOD-CITY, 
WATER DEPT.

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

WELL 11 AND ITS GAC TREATMENT 
SYSTEM FROM ACTIVE TO INACTIVE

SANTA CLARITA 
VALLEY WATER 
AGENCY

PERMIT 
AMENDMENTS

ADD RESIDUAL MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM TO MAINTAIN TOTAL 
CHLORINE RESIDUAL IN LOWER 
HERON TANKS 1 AND 2.

Violations & Enforcement Actions

Violations for a water system include whether the system has failed to follow 
established monitoring and reporting schedules, failed to comply with mandated 
treatment techniques, violated any Maximum Contaminant Levels, or failed to 
communicate required information to their customers. Enforcement Actions are used to 
obtain water system compliance with drinking water requirements to provide a safe and 
reliable supply of water. The Division of Drinking Water’s formal enforcement actions 
involve the use of statutory authority and includes issuance of citations and compliance 
orders. 
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The following enforcement actions were documented from August 15, 2026, and 
September 14, 2026.

Public Water System Violation Contaminant or Rule
AGUANGA MARKET WATER 
SYSTEM Reporting

DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

ANZA BAPTIST CHURCH Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

ANZA VALLEY BUSINESS Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

APPLE AVE WS #02 Monitoring E. COLI
APPLE AVE WS #02 Reporting CCR
BASS FORK STAR Monitoring RTCR
BEAR RIVER CAMP--SOUTH SHORE Monitoring E. COLI
BEAR RIVER CAMP--SOUTH SHORE Monitoring RTCR
BEAR RIVER GROUP 
CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR
BLU-IN CAFE Monitoring RTCR

C21 ANZA Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

CAHUILLA MOUNTAIN MARKET & 
CAFE Reporting

DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

CALTRANS, WHITEWATER REST 
AREA Monitoring RTCR
CEDAR SPRING RETREAT CENTER Monitoring RTCR
CENTER OF THE WORLD Monitoring RTCR
CLEAR CREEK WATER COMPANY Monitoring LCR
CORDA RD WS Monitoring E. COLI

CORDA RD WS Other
CCR §64554 – SRC 
CAPACITY

CORDA RD WS Other
OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 
LEVEL

CUTLER PUD Other
VIOLATION OF A PERMIT 
CONDITION

ENCINAL RD WS #01 Other
CCR §64602 – WATER 
OUTAGE (OTHER)

FCSA 10A - MANSIONETTE 
ESTATES Other

CCR §64554 – SRC 
CAPACITY

FOUR JEFFREY CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR

GLACIER LODGE Reporting
FAILURE TO COMPLETE AN 
ANNUAL REPORT
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GOLDEN CHAIN MOTEL Monitoring RTCR
HAM'S STATION Monitoring RTCR
IV DESERT MUSEUM SOCIETY INC. Monitoring RTCR

LA PLATA WATER SYSTEM Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

LAKESHORE RESORT Monitoring RTCR
MADISON SERVICE DIST Monitoring COMBINED URANIUM

MADISON SERVICE DIST Monitoring
GROSS ALPHA PARTICLE 
ACTIVITY

NEW AUBERRY WATER 
ASSOCIATION Other

CCR §64554 – SRC 
CAPACITY

ORTEGA OAKS RV 
PARK&CAMPGROUND Reporting

DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

PACIFIC RESERVE NURSERY WS Reporting CCR
RAMONA WATER COMPANY Monitoring LCR

RAMONA WATER COMPANY Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

SABRINA CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR
SAGE FLAT CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR

SAN ARDO WD Other
CCR §64554 – SRC 
CAPACITY

SAN ARDO WD Other
CCR §64602 – WATER 
OUTAGE (OTHER)

SCE/CAMP EDISON-SHAVER Monitoring RTCR
SHADY OAKS MOBILE HOME PARK 
LLC MCL COMBINED URANIUM
SHADY OAKS MOBILE HOME PARK 
LLC Other

VIOLATION OF A PERMIT 
CONDITION

SHADY OAKS MOBILE HOME PARK 
LLC Other

VIOLATION OF A 
WATERWORKS STANDARD

SILVER LAKE CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR
ST ANTHONY RETREAT CENTER Monitoring RTCR
ST ANTHONY RETREAT CENTER Other RTCR
TOOLEVILLE MUTUAL NON PROFIT 
WATER ASSN MCL NITRATE
UPPER SAGE FLAT CAMPGROUND Monitoring RTCR

VALLEY AUTO WATER Reporting
DROUGHT ORDER - FAIL TO 
RPT DROUGHT INFO

WARNER SPRINGS RANCH 
RESORT LLC Monitoring LCR
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Total Violations 51

Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP)

ELAP ACCREDITATIONS ISSUED

August 8 – September 5 Year-To-Date

New Accreditations 1 9

Renewed Accreditations 17 122

Reciprocity Accreditations 9 40

Amended Accreditations 11 107

Total 38 278

Progress and Performance Unit

ELAP evaluates laboratory performance through proficiency testing to help ensure the 
reliability of analytical data and compliance with applicable standards. The following 
proficiency test results were reviewed during the dates identified above.

August 8 – 
September 5

Year-to-Date August PT 
Denials

Review of Blind Proficiency 
Tests

3,759 37,609 91

Program Development, Research and Enforcement Unit

ELAP Enforcement received seven new referrals between August 8, 2026, and 
September 5, 2026, and performed four on-site visits. Five corrective actions were 
required for laboratories to return to compliance.
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DDW-SAFER

The SAFER Clearinghouse Summary Results for September 2026 (on 9/4/2026)

Summary Results

Failing Systems 439 Removed Failing 
Systems 10

Water Systems Removed from the Failing List in September 2026

PWS ID System Name Last Status 
Change

County Population

1010042

MALAGA 
COUNTY 
WATER 
DISTRICT

08/07/2026 FRESNO 1,200

2700612 LAGUNA 
SECA WC 08/16/2026 MONTEREY 162

0400060
HONCUT 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

08/19/2026 BUTTE 25

5500041

ALPINE 
ACRES 
MUTUAL 
WATER CO

08/24/2026 TUOLUMNE 195

3702338
RAMONA 
OAKS RV 
RESORT

08/25/2026 SAN DIEGO 250

3600258 SKY FOREST 
MWC 08/27/2026 SAN 

BERNARDINO 492

4200804 WALKING M 
RANCHES 08/30/2026 SANTA 

BARBARA 54

5700788 NORTH DAVIS 
MEADOWS 09/03/2026 YOLO 314

5400537 LINDY'S 
LANDING 09/09/2026 TULARE 30

5401026

DEER 
MEADOW 
MUTUAL 
WATER 
COMPANY

09/09/2026 TULARE 70
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Water Systems Added to the Failing List in September 2026

PWS ID System Name Last Status 
Change

County Population

2300705
LITTLE LAKE 
MOBILE 
HOME PARK

08/13/2026 MENDOCINO 38

3500579
VINEYARD 
ESTATES 
MWC

08/14/2026 SAN BENITO 90

1000063

NEW 
AUBERRY 
WATER 
ASSOCIATION

08/19/2026 FRESNO 120

2700728 SAN ARDO 
WD 09/04/2026 MONTEREY 575
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DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Update on Water Quality, Water Rights, Drinking Water and Environmental 

Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP) Fees Stakeholder Process

The proposed FY 2026-27 Drinking Water, ELAP, Water Quality, and Water Rights fee 
schedule changes were adopted by the State Water Board at the September 15, 2026 
board meeting.
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OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT

Enforcement Related Press Releases

Water agencies agree to wastewater upgrades after Russian River spill: Under an 
enforcement settlement with the North Coast Water Board, Russian River County 
Sanitation District and Sonoma Water will improve the Guerneville wastewater system. 
The settlement was reached following the January 2026 spill of nearly 5 million gallons 
of untreated and partially treated wastewater into the Russian River. The spill occurred 
after floodwaters entered the sewer system through unsecured maintenance access 
points during severe storms, overwhelming the treatment facility and prompting public 
health advisories for the river and several coastal beaches. The settlement requires the 
agencies to identify where floodwater is entering the sewer system, secure those 
access points, and improve storm-preparedness. Initial improvement plans are due this 
fall, with additional work continuing through October 2027.

Lake Tahoe developer penalized for stormwater violations: The Lahontan Regional 
Water Board enforcement staff have reached a proposed $156,000 settlement with 
Alpine View Estates LLC for failing to conduct stormwater inspections and to submit 
monitoring and reporting for the construction site located at 6731 North Lake Boulevard 
in Lake Tahoe as required by the Lake Tahoe Construction General Stormwater Permit. 
The proposed agreement must still be considered by the Board or its executive officer 
following a public comment period that ended on Sept. 9th.

Other Enforcement Related Updates

Environmental Justice: Office of Enforcement (OE) staff continue to play a pivotal role 
in advancing environmental justice (EJ) for our disproportionally impacted communities 
in California. Key activities this quarter include: 

1)  Taking on a new role with the West Oakland Metal Shredder Collaborative 
Group (West Oakland Collective), serving as a co-agency lead for a subgroup 
focused on Environmental Health Risk and Racial Equity considerations in 
enforcement at Radius Recycling (Schnitzer Steel). OE is also participating in 
the Codifying Best Management Practices subgroup for the West Oakland 
Collective. 

Leading efforts to respond to water-related environmental concerns raised by 
communities in central California and Los Angeles (for example, those arising from the 
Identifying Violations Affecting Neighborhoods (IVAN) Environmental Monitoring 
System), that continue to face disproportionate environmental impacts. OE staff may 
investigate themselves or identify the appropriate agency, such as a local municipality, 
to investigate and remedy the issue.

Participation in a joint inspection with the Los Angeles Regional Board at the JCI Jones 
Chemical facility and later coordinated with State and local agencies to identify 
immediate and long-term steps needed for the facility to address remaining Fire Code 
and Health and Safety violations. 

https://waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2026/pr20260825-local-water-agencies-agree-to-extensive-wastewater-system-improvements.html
https://waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/pdf/2026/R1-2026-0043.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2026/pr20260824-lake-tahoe-developer-agrees-to-penalty.html
https://waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/programs/enforcement/alpine_view_estates.html
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Administrative Civil Liability (ACL) Complaints Issued

No ACL complaints were issued in August 2026.

ACL Orders Issued

Region Discharger/ 
City

Violation(s) Addressed ACL Order 
Amount

Date 
Issued

3 San Luis 
Obispo City 
(SLO)/ San 
Luis Obispo

Mandatory minimum penalty 
(MMP) for one exceedance 
of the average monthly 
effluent limit (AMEL) for 
nitrate at the SLO 
wastewater treatment plant 
(WWTP)

$3,000 (MMP – all 
to Cleanup and 
Abatement 
Account (CAA))

8/25/2026

4 Redondo 
Beach City/ 
Redondo 
Beach City

MMPs for the Seaside 
Lagoon:

· 4 exceedances of the 
AMEL for copper

· 2 exceedances of the 
maximum daily 
effluent limit (MDEL) 
for copper

· 11 exceedances of 
the MDEL for 
enterococcus

· 12 exceedances of 
the MDEL for fecal 
coliform

· 3 exceedances of the 
MDEL for total 
coliform

· 2 exceedances of the 
AMEL for total 
coliform

· 5 exceedances of the 
MDEL for mercury

· 6 exceedances of the 
AMEL for mercury

· Exceedance of the 
MDEL for oil and 
grease

· Exceedance of the 
instantaneous 

$174,000 (MMP - 
$79,500 to the 
CAA and $94,500 
to a Supplemental 
Environmental 
Project (SEP)) 

8/21/2026 
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minimum effluent limit 
for pH

· 2 exceedances of the 
MDEL for total 
residual chlorine

· Exceedance of the 
MDEL for selenium

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for selenium

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for silver

· 3 exceedances of the 
MDEL for total 
suspended solids 
(TSS)

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for TSS

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for zinc

· Exceedance of the 
MDEL for zinc

5S Auburn City/ 
Auburn 

MMPs for the WWTP: 
· Exceedance of the 

average weekly 
effluent limit (AWEL) 
for bis(2-ethylhexyl) 
phthalate  

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for bis(2-
ethylhexyl) phthalate  

$3,000 (MMP – all 
to CAA) 

8/7/2026

5S Lodi City/ 
Lodi 

MMPs for the White Slough 
Water Pollution Control 
Facility:

· Exceedance of the 
7-day median effluent 
limit for total coliform

· Exceedance of the at 
any time effluent limit 
for total coliform

$6,000 (MMP – all 
to CAA)

8/7/2026

5S Quartzview 
Corporation/ 
Alleghany

MMPs for Sixteen to One 
Mine:

· Exceedance of the 
MDEL for TSS

· Exceedance of the 
AMEL for TSS

$81,000 (MMP – 
all to CAA) 

8/8/2026 
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· 3 exceedances of the 
MDEL for antimony

· 3 exceedances of the 
AMEL for antimony

· 3 exceedances of the 
MDEL for arsenic

· 3 exceedances of the 
AMEL for arsenic

· 3 exceedances of the 
MDEL for iron

· 3 exceedances of the 
AMEL for iron

· Exceedance of the 
MDEL for nickel

· 3 exceedances of the 
AMEL for nickel

· Late 1st Quarter 2025 
self-monitoring report 
(SMR) submitted 88 
days late

· Late Report of Waste 
Discharge (ROWD), 
submitted 91 days 
late

5S Town of 
Discovery 
Bay CSD/ 
Discovery 
Bay 

MMPs for the WWTP: 
· Exceedance of the 

MDEL for total 
coliform 

· 7 exceedances of the 
7-day median effluent 
limit for total coliform

$24,000 (MMP – 
all to CAA)

8/8/2026

5S Contra Costa 
Water 
District/ 
Oakley

MMPs for the Segment 5 
Contra Costa Canal 
Replacement Project:

· 2 exceedances of the 
MDEL for manganese

· 3 exceedances of the 
AMEL for manganese

$15,000 (MMP – 
all to CAA)

8/8/2026

5S Sacramento 
Area Sewer 
District 
(SacSewer)/ 
Elk Grove

MMP for an exceedance of 
the 1-hour average effluent 
limit for total residual 
chlorine at the EchoWater 
Resource Recovery Facility

$3,000 (MMP – all 
to CAA)

8/8/2026
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5S Yuba City/ 
Yuba City

MMP for an exceedance of 
the 7-median effluent limit 
for total coliform for the 
WWTP

$3,000 (MMP – all 
to CAA)

8/8/2026

5S Ca Dept of 
Parks & Rec 
Sacramento/ 
Grass Valley 

MMP for an exceedance of 
the AMEL for manganese for 
the Empire Mine State 
Historic Park

$3,000 (MMP – all 
to CAA)

8/8/2026

8 Rialto City/ 
Bloomington

MMPs for the WWTP:
· 6 exceedances of the 

AMEL for free 
available cyanide

· 2 exceedances of the 
MDEL for free 
available cyanide

· 5 exceedances of the 
12-month 
flow-weighted running 
average effluent limit 
for total dissolved 
solids (TDS)

· 5 exceedances of the 
7-median effluent limit 
for total coliform

· Exceedance of the 
instantaneous 
maximum effluent 
limit for total coliform

· 23 exceedances of 
the 24-hour average 
effluent limit for 
turbidity

· 4 exceedances of the 
not to exceed the limit 
more than 5% of the 
time in any 24-hour 
period effluent limit 
for turbidity.

$138,000 (MMP – 
all to CAA)

8/27/2026

9 Pierer 
Immoreal 
North 
America, 

Failure to timely complete 
required mitigation for a 
project to construct a 
commercial corporate 
complex at 30125 KTM Way 

$342,424 (all to 
CAA)

8/7/2026
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LLC (PINA)/ 
Murrieta

in Murrieta that resulted in 
permanent impacts to 0.38 
acres of streambed.

Investigative Orders

Region Discharger/ 
City

Description Date 
Issued

4 Holland 
Investments 
AK, LLC/ 
Santa Monica

13267 Order No. R4-2026-0130 requires the 
submittal of a workplan to investigate 
groundwater, soil, soil vapor, and indoor air at 
the former bakery Let ‘Em Eat Cake, located at 
1804 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica. The 
site currently houses a vacant commercial 
building, but historical uses likely contributing to 
contamination included motorcycle sales and 
servicing and a laundry/dry cleaner facility.

8/21/2026

4 Patagonia 
Works 
(formerly Lost 
Arrow 
Corporation) 
and 
Halliburton 
Company/ 
Ventura

13267 Order No. R4-2026-0003 requires the 
submittal of a groundwater, soil, and soil vapor 
investigation workplan for Patagonia Works, 
located at 210, 230, and 280 West Main Street; 
at 43 and 59 South Olive Street; and at 235 and 
259 West Santa Clara Street in Ventura. The 
site is currently a commercial complex, but 
historical uses included petroleum fueling 
operations and lubricant mixing and distribution.

8/21/2026

4 Mission Linen 
Supply/ 
Ventura

13267 Order No. R4-2026-0002 requires the 
submittal of a groundwater, soil, and soil vapor 
investigation workplan to evaluate volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) and other 
contaminants at the former Mission Linen 
Supply industrial laundry facility, located at 
107/115 North Olive Street in Ventura.

8/21/2026

4 Moe Holdings 
LLC/ Ventura

13267 Order No. R4-2026-0001 requires the 
submittal of a workplan to investigate 
groundwater, soil, soil vapor, and indoor air at 
the Challenge Dairy facility, located at 176 West 
Main Street in Ventura. The site is currently a 
commercial building containing office space, 
cold storage, and warehouses, but historical 
uses may have included hazardous materials 

8/21/2026
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storage and the use of solvents to wash drums 
and surfaces.

Cleanup and Abatement Orders

Region Discharger/ 
City

Description Date 
Issued

1 Sonoma 
County Water 
Agency 
(SCWA)/ 
Guerneville

Cleanup and Abatement Order (CAO) No. R1-
2026-0043 for an unauthorized discharge event 
of over 4.94 million gallons of untreated and 
partially treated wastewater to the Russian 
River from the Russian River WWTP. The Order 
requires a Flow Monitoring Plan; a Compliance 
Action Plan; a Flood-Sustainable Manhole 
Assessment Workplan leading to a Final Flood-
Sustainable Manhole Assessment Report and a 
Manhole Completion Report; and a Final Inflow 
and Infiltration (I/I) Study Report.

8/17/2026

Health and Safety Code section 25296.10

Region Discharger/ 
City

Description Date 
Issued

2 Ali and 
Fatemeh 
Salkhi/ 
Petaluma

Requires indoor and outdoor air sampling and 
the submittal of an amended Feasibility 
Study/Corrective Action Plan (FS/CAP) to 
address leaking tanks at the operating gasoline 
station and automated car wash facility located 
at 483 Washington Street East in Petaluma.

8/12/2026

Referrals to the Attorney General

Region Discharger/ 
City

Description Date 
Issued

1 McGaughey, 
Vern C./ 
Humboldt 
County

Failure to implement required actions prescribed 
in CAO Order No. R1-2024-0026.

8/6/2026
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Time Schedule Orders

Region Discharger/ 
City

Description Date 
Issued

3 Los Alamos 
CSD/ Los 
Alamos

Time Schedule Order (TSO) No. R3-2026-0029 
for WWTP upgrades to meet final effluent limits 
by June 4, 2030. Includes milestones for 
funding, design, project bidding/awarding, 
permitting, construction and WWTP startup. It 
sets interim limits for biochemical oxygen 
demand (BOD), TSS, and total nitrogen.

8/26/2026

Other Enforcement Actions Taken

Region No. of Actions Region No. of 
Actions

1 15 5S 29

2 1 6T 4

3 3 6V 9

4 16 7 3

5F 11 8 124

5R 3 9 4
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OFFICE OF INFORMATION MANAGEMENT AND ANALYSIS and the 
CALIFORNIA WATER QUALITY MONITORING COUNCIL

SWAMP Freshwater and Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom Program

Labor Day Pre-holiday Assessment and News Advisories
The SWAMP Freshwater and Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom (FHAB) Program
organizes pre-holiday assessments at high recreation sites before major holiday 
weekends including Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor Day to monitor for harmful 
algal blooms. The FHAB Program funds most of the laboratory analyses and enlists 
assistance for the monitoring from Regional Boards, tribes, counties, irrigation districts, 
homeowners' associations, non-profits, and federal and state partners. The latest pre-
holiday assessment monitored 118 sites. Monitoring results trigger public health 
advisories ranging from no swimming to the highest advisory level of danger advising 
the public to stay out of and off the water. News advisories were published to notify the 
public of the elevated recreational advisory at 6 popular waterbodies since the day-to-
day advisory posting is voluntary and not enforced. The monitoring results and all event 
response to public reports are published to the HAB Reports Map at: 
HAB Reports Map | Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/freshwater_cyanobacteria.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/freshwater_cyanobacteria.html
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/resources/reports-map/
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OFFICE OF RESEARCH, PLANNING, AND PERFORMANCE 

Water Storage Investment Program
On September 16, staff presented to the California Water Commission on the current 
draft version of a possible contract between the State Water Board and the Inland 
Empire Utility Agency regarding the administration of the Chino Basin Project’s water 
quality public benefit.

Water Conservation
The response rate for the July 2026 Urban Water Conservation Report is 93% as of the 
writing of this report (376 reports submitted). The estimated total production (accounting 
for missing reports) is 194.6 billion gallons (597.2 thousand acre-feet), and the 
statewide residential use is 99 gallons per capita per day.

The Save Water site received 328 water waste reports in August.

A Getting to Efficiency public webinar on data management was held on September 22. 
To register for future webinars and access recordings and resources from the Getting to 
Efficiency series, visit: Getting to Efficiency: A Technical Assistance Webinar Series for 
Making Conservation a California Way of Life. 

Getting to Efficiency is a State Water Board webinar series done in collaboration with 
the California Data Collaborative and the California Water Efficiency Partnership that 
provides information to help urban retail water suppliers address technical and data 
issues when completing water use efficiency reports. 

Staff held virtual office hours on September 1 and 2 for water suppliers pursuing 
variance and temporary provision requests for the Making Conservation a California 
Way of Life regulation. Variance and temporary provision requests for the 2025-26 
reporting year are due no later than October 1, 2026. Requests are submitted to 
waterconservation@waterboards.ca.gov. See our webpage for more information.

Water Board staff attended the 11th annual California Water Data Summit on  
August 19-20th in Los Angeles, California, as well as the California Water Efficiency 
Partnership Fall Plenary in Riverside, CA. These convenings of water agencies and 
data experts had major themes on streamlining water reporting to improve management 
and reduce administrative burden.

Climate Change
On August 5th, Water Board staff attended the CASA annual conference and provided a 
high-level overview of potential updates to the Water Boards climate resolution and a 
related action plan.

https://savewater.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/supplier-training.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/supplier-training.html
mailto:waterconservation@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/conservation/regs/water_efficiency_legislation.html#materials
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International Collaboration
On August 24th, Water Board staff joined a practitioner-to-practitioner exchange 
between Australian and Californian officials on managing the energy, water, and 
broader sustainability implications of AI-led data center growth.
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OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL

Water Quality Petitions Currently Under Consideration for  
Review by the State Water Board (as of September 1, 2026)

The State Water Board is considering whether to grant review of the following current 
active petitions for review of regional water quality control board actions or failures to 
act in accordance with Water Code section 13320. These petitions for review will be 
dismissed by operation of law if (1) the State Water Board does not issue a letter 
granting review or (2) the State Water Board does not receive a written request from the 
petitioner that the petition be held in abeyance, prior to 5:00 p.m. on the corresponding 
deadline. Any exhibits identified in the petitions are available upon request by emailing 
waterqualitypetitions@waterboards.ca.gov.

PETITION 
NUMBER 
AND LINK 

TO 
PETITION

PETITION INFORMATION
DATE 

PETITION 
RECEIVED

DEADLINE 
FOR STATE 

WATER 
BOARD TO 

GRANT 
REVIEW

A-2945

Petition of Defensores del Valle 
Central para el Agua y el Aire Limpio, 
Environmental Law Foundation, and 

Clean Water Action for Review of 
Order No. R5-2026-0032 Approving 

the Modesto Management Zone 
Implementation Plan and Amending 
Waste Discharge Requirements to 

Incorporate the Nitrate Control 
Program, Stanislaus County; Issued 
by the Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board

7/2/2026 9/30/2026

A-2946

Petition of Imperial Irrigation District 
for Review of Notice of Applicability 

for Coverage Under Order WQ 2022-
0048-DWQ, Clean Water Act section 
401 Water Quality Certification and 
Waste Discharge Requirements for 

Restoration Projects Statewide, 
Bombay Beach Vegetation Project, 

Imperial County; Issued by the 
Colorado River Basin Regional Water 

Quality Control Board

7/6/2026 10/2/2026

mailto:waterqualitypetitions@waterboards.ca.gov
https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2945petition.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2946petition.pdf
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A-2948

Petition of Chiquita Canyon, LLC for 
Review of Water Code Sections 
13267 and 13383 Order No. R4-
2026-0156 for Chiquita Canyon 

Landfill, Los Angeles County; Issued 
by the Los Angeles Regional Water 

Quality Control Board

7/13/2026 10/9/2026

A-2940

Petition of Coromar Properties, LLC 
for Review of Wate Code Section 

13267 Order No. R3-2026-0007 for 
26 Coromar Drive, Goleta, Santa 
Barbara County; Issued by the 

Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board

8/6/2026 11/4/2026

A-2951

Petition of Mission Linen Supply for 
Review of Water Code section 13320 

Order No. R3-2008-0027 Revised 
July 22, 2026 for Former Ambassador 

Laundry, Santa Barbara County; 
Issued by the Central Coast Regional 

Water Quality Control Board

8/19/2026 11/17/2026

A-2953

Petition of Gardena Valley 
Democratic Club for Review of Waste 
Discharge Requirements Order No. 

R4-2026-0226 for Stormwater 
Discharges Associated with 
Commercial, Industrial, and 
Institutional Facilities in the 

Dominguez Channel - Los Angeles 
and Long Beach Inner Harbor 

Watershed and the Los Cerritos 
Channel - Alamitos Bay Watershed, 
Los Angeles County, Los Angeles 

Regional Water Quality Control Board

8/21/2026 11/19/2026

https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2948petition.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2940petition.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2951petition.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2026/a2953petition.pdf


47

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 

(Submits Quarterly)
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, EQUITY and TRIBAL AFFAIRS 

(Submits Quarterly)
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IRRIGATED REGULATORY LAND PROGRAM
Appendix A

September 2026

This month’s Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) update provides a summary of 
significant activities of State Water Board staff for the month of August 2026. This 
update also covers the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board’s (Central 
Valley Water Board) compliance and outreach activities from July 1, 2026, to 
September 1, 2026, and the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board’s 
(Central Coast Water Board) semi-annual update on the development of the alternative 
water supply program. Next month’s report will present activities from the North Coast, 
San Francisco Bay, Central Coast, Los Angeles, Lahontan, Colorado River Basin, 
Santa Ana, and San Diego Regional Water Boards from August 1, 2026, to  
September 30, 2026. 

State Water Board staff provide monthly updates on significant activities within the 
program. In August 2026, State Water Board staff participated in a presentation of the 
Regulatory Alignment Study and continued work to implement recommendations from 
the Second Statewide Agricultural Expert Panel.

Regulatory Alignment Study:
State Water Board, CalEPA, and California Department of Food and Agriculture’s 
(CDFA) contractor (Crowe LLP) staff partnered to present and discuss 
recommendations provided in the Regulatory Alignment Study on August 4, 2026. In 
November 2022, CDFA contracted with Crowe LLP to evaluate agriculture's food safety 
and water quality regulatory reporting requirements as part of an effort to streamline the 
administrative processes and optimize information collected by the state. The study 
evaluated CDFA's Produce Safety Program and the Water Board's ILRP, Confined 
Animal Facilities Program, and the Winery Order. The study concluded in 2025, and a 
Regulatory Alignment Report was published in June 2026. Crowe LLP presented an 
overview of the study process and final report. State Water Board staff presented an 
update on current projects being developed in response to many of the 
recommendations included in the report, such as creating dashboards for increased 
data transparency. Staff will continue to collaborate with CDFA to support interagency 
recommendations.

Second Statewide Agricultural Expert Panel:
State Water Board staff continue reviewing the Final Expert Panel Recommendations 
Report (Final Report), which was the result of the Second Statewide Agricultural Expert 
Panel (Panel), as discussed in Order WQ 2023-0081, In the Matter of Review of 
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands Order  
No. R3-2021-0040 (Central Coast Ag Water Quality Order). More information on the 
Panel can be found on the Expert Panel webpage.

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/RegulatoryAlignment/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/RegulatoryAlignment/docs/Regulatory_Alignment_Study-Recommendations_and_Implementation_Steps_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/docs/2026/final-panel-report-2026.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/docs/2026/final-panel-report-2026.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2023/wqo2023-0081.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/2025-expert-panel.html


50

Staff is coordinating a Workshop to facilitate Regional Boards’ input on the Panel 
recommendations and inform the ILRP improvement process. The Workshop is 
anticipated to occur in early 2027. Staff encourages the public to sign up for the email 
list located on the main Agriculture webpage for ILRP updates, including information on 
future public meetings and engagement opportunities.

Central Valley Water Board staff provides regular bimonthly updates on compliance 
and outreach accomplishments and other key activities. The write-up for this month will 
also serve as the seventh annual update for the implementation of State Water Board 
Order WQ 2018-0002. The last verbal update was provided to the State Water Board on 
September 20, 2022, and can be viewed on YouTube. 

The following table provides summary information on the Central Valley’s ILRP 
compliance and outreach activities. More information can be found on the Central Valley 
Water Board’s Executive Officer’s Reports website. The start date for the first 6 items of 
the table is July 1, 2026. The end date for all items is September 1, 2026.

Outreach Activity Type Number

Reminder Letter for Late Report (INMPSR, FE) 1,840

Notice of Violation for Late Report (INMSR, FE) 167

Outreach Letter for Enrollment 384

Water Code Section 13260 Directives 108

Notice of Violation for Failure to Respond to Directive 0

On-Farm Inspection 0

Number of Drinking Water Wells Sampled 14,736

Drinking Water Well Samples 26,749

Drinking Water Well Notifications Required 4,638

Drinking Water Well Notifications Received 4,588

Indicated Only Grower or Family User 2,158

Indicated Replacement Water Provided 1,271

Number of Wells Potentially Needing Replacement Water 1,209

https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2018/wqo2018_0002_with_data_fig1_2_appendix_a.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2h39wAZ2wM&t=3712s
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_info/exec_officer_reports/
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Compliance and outreach activity descriptions:
Reminder Letters for Late Report (INMPSR, FE) – Informal outreach reminding 
growers to submit late Irrigation Nitrogen Management Plan Summary Report 
(INMPSR) and/or a Farm Evaluation (FE).
Notice of Violation for Late Report (INMPSR, FE) – Sent to members who did not 
submit their annual Irrigation Nitrogen Management Plan Summary Report 
(INMPSR) and/or a Farm Evaluation (FE) by the required deadline. The Notice of 
Violation informs the grower that failure to submit annual reports may result in an 
Administrative Civil Liability Order.
Outreach Letter for Enrollment – Sent to owners of parcels who could potentially 
be irrigating a commercial crop and have not enrolled in the ILRP. Information on 
the ILRP and its drinking water well monitoring program is provided in the outreach 
package.
Water Code Section 13260 Directives – Sent to owners of parcels who do not 
respond to an initial outreach package requesting they enroll in the ILRP or claim 
an exemption. The directive requires the recipients to enroll with a third-party group 
within 15 days of receipt of the letter.
Notices of Violation for Failure to Respond to Directive – Sent to owners of parcels 
who did not respond to the 13260 Directive, informing them that they are in 
violation of the Directive and failure to respond may result in an Administrative Civil 
Liability Order. 
Number of Drinking Water Wells Sampled – Number of on-farm drinking water 
wells that have been sampled, required by Order No. WQ-2018-0002. 
Drinking Water Well Samples – Number of drinking water well samples collected 
and reported in GeoTracker. 
Drinking Water Well Notifications Required – Number of growers required to notify 
users and the Central Valley Water Board that their drinking water well samples 
exceeded the nitrate drinking water standard. 
Drinking Water Well Notifications Received – Number of notification responses 
received from growers whose drinking water well sample results exceeded the 
nitrate drinking water standard. 
Indicated Only Grower or Family User – Number of wells with samples exceeding 
the nitrate drinking water standard where the grower or grower’s immediate family 
is the only user(s) of the well, precluding the grower from indicating if replacement 
water was provided. 
Indicated Replacement Water Provided – Number of notification responses 
received indicating replacement water is provided. Note that growers are not 
required to indicate if replacement water is provided; therefore, this may not 
accurately reflect the number of people receiving replacement water. 
Number of Wells Potentially Needing Replacement Water – Number of wells 
potentially needing replacement water for users beyond immediate family 
members. This was calculated by subtracting the combination of “Indicated Only 
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Grower or Family User” and “Indicated Replacement Water Provided” from the 
total number of “Notifications Required”.

Groundwater Protection Targets:
In 2018, the State Water Board adopted Order WQ 2018-0002, which required the 
development of a methodology (Groundwater Protection Formula) to develop township-
level estimates of current N loading from agriculture (Groundwater Protection Values) 
and estimates of the N loading necessary to meet receiving water limitations 
(Groundwater Protection Targets). On June 30, 2023, the Central Valley Water Board’s 
Executive Officer conditionally approved Groundwater Protection Targets for  
379 townships in the region. 

During fall 2025 and spring 2026, Central Valley Water Board staff engaged with State 
Water Board staff, third-party groups, and environmental justice groups to initiate a 
scientific peer of the Groundwater Protection Formula, Values, and Targets framework. 
The resulting feedback package was finalized on May 4, 2026, and will inform updates 
to the Targets anticipated to be submitted in late 2026 as well as updates to an 
uncertainty and validation workplan previously submitted by the third-party groups.

Management Practice Evaluation Program:
To facilitate the implementation of improved nitrogen management practices, the ILRP 
General Orders contain a third-party requirement to develop and implement a 
Management Practice Evaluation Program (MPEP). The intent of this program is to 
comprehensively evaluate the protectiveness of various management practices in 
reducing nitrate leaching across a wide range of crops. The scope of this effort was 
expanded in response to Order WQ 2018-0002 to also include 1) development of crop-
specific coefficients for conversion of yield to nitrogen removed and 2) determination of 
acceptable ranges for multi-year ratio of nitrogen applied to nitrogen removed (A/R). 

On April 3, 2026, Dr. Daniel Geisseler published updates to the report entitled Nitrogen 
concentrations in harvested plant parts – Update 04/2026. This update was completed 
in collaboration with the Southern San Joaquin Valley Management Practices 
Evaluation Program, resulting in new or updated estimates for 11 crops. More 
information can be found on Dr. Geisseler's webpage.

On June 23, 2026, the Central Valley Water Board Executive Officer issued acceptable 
multi-year A/R ratio target values, referred to as Nitrogen Efficiency Targets. Staff 
continues to collaborate with State Water Board and stakeholders to evaluate how 
these and other metrics can be best utilized within the ILRP. 

Irrigated Lands Stakeholder Meeting:
Central Valley Water Board staff hold quarterly stakeholder meetings to provide an open 
forum for communication between staff, third-party groups, environmental justice 
groups, and other interested parties. Stakeholder meetings were held online via Zoom 
on December 3, 2025, and August 5, 2026, with focused discussion on updated surface 

http://geisseler.ucdavis.edu/Project_N_Removal.html
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water quality trigger limits for 10 pesticides and potential program refinements to better 
align with the CV-SALTS Surveillance and Monitoring Program.

Enrollment Summary:
Staff conducts significant compliance and outreach activities to ensure growers are 
obtaining appropriate enrollment in the program. The use of Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) continues to be a vital tool in this effort. Staff utilizes GIS maps that 
incorporate the latest Department of Water Resources land use data, current 
membership lists, WDR land application sites, and past inspection data to identify 
irrigated lands within the Region. Staff is also working with the Central Valley Water 
Board’s Confined Animal Program to identify irrigated agricultural operations that are 
covered by their Waste Discharge Requirements. There are fluctuations in irrigated 
agricultural acreage due to various factors such as, land use conversions, water 
allocations, retirements, land fallowing, ownership transfers, and regulatory coverage in 
other programs. Current efforts are helping to provide a clearer picture of commercial 
irrigated lands in the Region and the status of enrollment in the ILRP. Staff continues to 
identify and follow up with potential non-filers with the goal of enrolling all commercial 
irrigated lands in the ILRP. Trends in ILRP enrollment can be found in the 
California Water Boards’ Annual Performance Report.

Domestic Well Monitoring:
All ILRP enrollees are required to monitor drinking water wells on enrolled parcels for 
nitrate plus nitrite as nitrogen if the wells are used for human consumption.

As of August 25, 2026, approximately 14,736 wells have been sampled with 32 percent 
of the wells exceeding the nitrate drinking water standard (10 mg/L nitrate as nitrogen), 
triggering the user notification requirement. Staff has prioritized tracking notification 
submittals and conducting follow-up, successfully achieving approximately 99 percent 
compliance. 

While the monitoring data are publicly available on GeoTracker, ILRP staff provides 
assistance as needed to CV-SALTS Nitrate Control Program Management Zones staff 
to inform their interim drinking water replacement efforts and long-term solutions. 

Anonymous Field-level Reporting:
Order WQ 2018-0002 required third-party groups to develop anonymous Member IDs 
and anonymous APN IDs to be permanently associated with Irrigation and Nitrogen 
Management Plan (INMP) Summary Report data submitted by growers. This format 
continues to provide sufficient information for program oversight and progress tracking 
and has not limited staff’s ability to identify and work with individual growers to address 
reporting and/or performance issues. 

Additional program information can be found at the Central Valley Regional Board ILRP 
website.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/performance_report_2425/regulate/irrigated_lands.html
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/index.shtml
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Central Coast Water Board’s Regional Alternative Water Supply Program 
Development – Semi Annual Update

On September 20, 2023, the State Water Board adopted Order WQ 2023-0081,1 In the 
Matter of Review of General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from 
Irrigated Lands Order R3-2021-0040 (Central Coast Ag Water Quality Order). The 
Central Coast Ag Water Quality Order directs the Central Coast Water Board to develop 
an alternative water supply program for residents in the Central Coast Region relying on 
groundwater in areas where the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for nitrate is 
exceeded as a result of agricultural operations. The Central Coast Ag Water Quality 
Order also directs the Central Coast Water Board to consider experience gained 
through other similar programs in the state, to coordinate with representatives of 
impacted communities, environmental justice organizations, and others in developing 
the alternative water supply (AWS) program, and to provide a semi-annual update to the 
State Water Board summarizing progress made to develop this region-wide alternative 
water supply program. 

Since April 2024, the Central Coast Water Board staff has provided semi-annual 
updates in the Executive Director’s Reports. The following actions have been 
implemented since the completing of the Central Coast Water Board’s public workshop 
on August 21, 2025, which focused on receiving input on conceptual structure for an 
AWS program in the Central Coast Region for residents relying on groundwater in areas 
where the MCL for nitrate is exceeded as a result of agricultural operations.

Public Engagement Opportunities:

· On May 26, 2026, the Central Coast Water Board released for public 
comment and input on the Proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1, as amended 
by State Water Board Order WQ 2023-0081 (Proposed Order R3-2021-0040-
A1) General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated 
Lands.2 Proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1 amends Order R3-2021-0040  
(Ag Order 4.0) and incorporates changes responsive to the State Water 
Board’s remands and directions in Order WQ 2023-0081, including a 
proposed Drinking Water Solutions Program with regulatory requirements 
related to the development of an alternative water supply program. Public 
comments were accepted until July 20, 2026.3

· On June 18, 2026, the Central Coast Water Board held a public workshop to 
receive public input on Proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1 at regularly 
scheduled Board meeting in Goleta.

1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2023/wqo2023-0081.pdf
2 Proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1 and other documents available for public review are available at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board_decisions/tentative_orders/
3 Written public comments received are available at: 
https://documents.geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/regulators/deliverable_documents/8823606193/Comm
ents_combined_TOC.pdf

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2023/wqo2023-0081.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/docs/2023/wqo2023-0081.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board_decisions/tentative_orders/
https://documents.geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/regulators/deliverable_documents/8823606193/Comments_combined_TOC.pdf
https://documents.geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/regulators/deliverable_documents/8823606193/Comments_combined_TOC.pdf
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· On August 26, 2026, the Central Coast Water Board held a public workshop 
with the Agricultural Partners and Environmental Justice Representatives to 
discuss the proposed Drinking Water Solutions Program included in proposed 
Order R3-2021-0040-A1. The intent of the meeting was to discuss specific 
topics, evaluate potential areas of common ground, and identify options that 
staff should investigate further. 

Additional Outreach and Engagement:
· Coordination with the State Water Board Executive Management and 

Environmental Justice Representatives: On September 22, 2025, and 
December 10, 2025, Central Coast Water Board staff met with staff from the 
State Water Board and with members of the Environmental Justice 
Representatives, an interested party group that has been involved in 
discussion regarding the development of the AWS program. The intent of the 
meeting was to explore the possibility of a State Water Board administered 
AWS program that is similar to how the SAFER fund is administered. 

· Coordination with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board: 
o On September 26, 2025, Central Coast Water Board staff met with staff 

from the Central Valley Water Board and from the State Water Board 
executive management to discuss approaches for the provision of 
replacement drinking water being considered and/or implemented by the 
Central Valley and Central Coast Water Boards. 

o On January 12, 2026, Central Coast and Central Valley Water Board staff 
met to discuss draft Order R5-2026-0032, which would approve the 
Modesto Management Zone Implementation Plan, amend waste 
discharge requirements to incorporate the nitrate control program, and 
would memorialize requirements for the provision of replacement drinking 
water as part of the CV-Salts Program.

· State Water Board Executive Management coordination: On April 27, 2026, 
Central Coast Water Board staff met with executive management from the 
State Water Board to notify them of the upcoming public release of draft 
proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1 and brief them on the public engagement 
process.

· Additional Meetings with Interested Party Groups: 
o On September 24, 2025, Central Coast Water Board staff met with the 

Environmental Justice Representatives to discuss comments they 
submitted related to the first workshop held on August 21, 2025. 

o On June 28, 2026, staff met with the Agricultural Partners to review their 
workshop comments and to discuss next steps in developing the AWS 
program. 

o On March 24, 2026, staff met again with Environmental Justice 
Representatives to continue collaboration on the development of the AWS 
program.
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· Meetings with the Division of Drinking Water, other State agencies, and other 
interested parties: 
o On October 21, 2025, Central Coast Water Board staff met with staff from 

the Division of Drinking Water’s (DDW) district offices to discuss 
considerations for implementing interim and long-term drinking water 
solutions. 

o On April 23, 2026, Central Coast Water Board staff met with staff from 
DDW’s Resiliency and Data Branch to discuss the Long-term Drinking 
Water Needs Assessment. 

o On September 26, 2025, Central Coast Water Board staff met with staff 
from the County of Santa Cruz to discuss implementation of the SAFER 
funded domestic well testing and point-of-use treatment program. 

o On November 18, 2025, and on April 1 and May 5, 2026, Central Coast 
Water Board staff met with staff from the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture’s Fertilizer Research and Education Program to discuss 
proposed Order R3-2021-0041-A1 and opportunities for nutrient 
management training
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IRRIGATED REGULATORY LAND PROGRAM
CANNIBIS CULTIVATION PROGRAM

Appendix B
October 2026

This Water Boards’ Cannabis Cultivation Program (Cannabis Cultivation Program or 
Program) update provides a summary of significant actions and achievements 
accomplished by the State Water Board’s Division of Water Quality, Division of Water 
Rights, Office of Enforcement, and nine Regional Water Board staff (collectively referred 
to as the Water Boards) since the April 2026 Executive Director’s Report. Additional 
information on the Cannabis Cultivation Program, including the Cannabis Cultivation 
Policy – Principles and Guidelines for Cannabis Cultivation (Cannabis Policy), 
General Waste Discharge Requirements and Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements 
for Discharges of Waste Associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activities (Cannabis 
Cultivation General Order), Cannabis Small Irrigation Use Registration (SIUR), and 
enforcement efforts, is available on the Water Board’s Cannabis Cultivation Program 
webpage.

WATER BOARDS’ CANNABIS CULTIVATION PROGRAM:
The Cannabis Program’s regulatory functions continue to be diminished due to 
persistent non-payment of fees by an ongoing portion of regulated entities. This ongoing 
revenue shortfall has constrained resources and limited the Program’s ability to 
maintain a balanced approach between enforcement and compliance assistance. As a 
result, while enforcement capabilities are improving, the Program faces continued 
challenges in sustaining comprehensive regulatory oversight. Annual fees directly fund 
regulatory staffing resources. To help address this issue, annually staff do outreach to 
the delinquent fee payers notifying them of the issue and that their Cannabis General 
Order enrollment will be terminated if the fees remain unpaid which also consequently 
jeopardizes their Department of Cannabis Control license. Despite these efforts 
hundreds of terminations occur every year.

The Water Boards set program fees annually. For FY 2027–28, staff proposed a flat 
28% fee increase for enrollment in the Cannabis General Order. This increase is 
necessary to support the current staffing levels of 10 regulatory positions state-wide. 
Although the Program was authorized for 31 fee-funded positions, only 10 positions are 
currently filled due to the ongoing shortfall in fee revenue. The fee increase is intended 
to only cover the cost of those 10 filled positions.

Given both the instability in the legal cannabis market and other regulatory costs being 
imposed on this transitioning industry, the Program has been hesitant to propose 
adjustments to its fee structure in recent years. This has resulted in the Program’s fees 
remaining relatively low with only small fee increases compared to other Water Board 
agricultural programs. Stagnant fees combined with a much lower collection rate 
compared to other comparable programs resulted in a need to raise fees to maintain 
minimal staffing for administering this critical program. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/docs/policy/final_cannabis_policy_with_attach_a.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/docs/policy/final_cannabis_policy_with_attach_a.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2023/wqo2023-0102-dwq.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2023/wqo2023-0102-dwq.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/
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In addition to the fee increase, staff are also working to improve enrollment accuracy to 
ensure growers are in the correct General Order tier and paying fees that are most 
representative of the staff time needed to regulate their specific site. Future stakeholder 
meetings will be held to solicit feedback on tier structure and program funding issues.

Table 1 below shows the Regional Water Boards’ 2026 metric goals and Table 2 shows 
the Division of Water Quality, Division of Water Rights, and the Office of Enforcement’s 
2026 metric goals, as well as the Program totals for the current reporting period.

Enrollment

The Division of Water Quality processes all applications for enrollment statewide under 
the Cannabis Cultivation General Order and enrolled 129 applicants between 
January 1, 2026, and July 31, 2026. This level of new enrollment has been generally 
consistent for the last four consecutive years. The total number of active Cannabis 
Cultivation General Order enrollments is currently around 4,000- a reduction of around 
400 enrollments from last year. Additionally, we anticipate around 500 additional 
terminations to be issued in December due to lack of payment over multiple years, 
further reducing the revenue supporting Program regulatory staff.
Between January 1, 2026, and July 31, 2026, the Division of Water Rights issued two 
SIUR enrollments, bringing the total registered SIURs to about 530.

Enforcement

The Program continues to focus on enforcement of unregulated cannabis cultivation 
sites which often have egregious water quality threats and unauthorized water 
diversions. Program enforcement staff accompany law enforcement from partner 
agencies on search warrant inspections and document evidence of environmental harm 
resulting from non-compliance with regulatory protections. Staff use this evidence to 
support criminal enforcement as well as administrative enforcement to facilitate cleanup 
and remediation of environmental harm, encourage enrollment in our regulatory 
programs when possible, and to deter illegal cultivation and the adverse water quality 
impacts associated with that activity.

This year, enforcement staff has supported 146 search warrant inspections at illegal 
cultivation sites and issued 15 formal administrative enforcement actions.

The Division of Water Rights, Cannabis Enforcement Section (CES) has been 
coordinating with the Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) to identify licensed 
cannabis cultivators that divert surface water without an appropriative water right - such 
as a Cannabis Small Irrigation Use Registration (SIUR) - and/or failed to report their 
diversion and use of water. CES identified 147 priority properties that appeared to be 
diverting water for cultivation without a water right.

To identify these properties, CES relied on multiple information sources, including, 
Statements of Water Diversion and Use that reported cannabis irrigation; Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s Lake and Stream Alteration Agreements indicating diversion or 
reservoirs used for cultivation; DCC licensing data; SIUR revocations; complaints; CES 
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field inspection data; partner agency Notices of Violation; former water rights filings 
claiming fully contained springs; and aerial images.

DCC issued Notice to Comply (NTC) letters to all 147 licensed cultivators during August 
2025 and required each licensee to contact CES to identify and confirm their water 
source(s). CES completed 74 site investigations in May 2026 for those that responded 
to the NTC letter. CES identified approximately 40 of the 74 investigated sites as 
requiring further infield follow-up. CES has conducted seven joint field inspections with 
DCC in 2026 of the approximate 40 that required additional follow-up. Approximately  
33 of the 74 CES investigated sites came into compliance after contact with CES. DCC 
and CES continue to coordinate outreach and potential DCC enforcement on the  
73 licensees who did not respond to the NTC, including one licensee that acknowledged 
diverting water for cannabis cultivation but refused to obtain a water right.

Outreach

Remote outreach events continue to be popular with both regulatory agencies and 
stakeholders. Local in-person meetings are also occurring, and attendance at those 
events is on the rise. A couple of noteworthy examples include North Coast Water 
Board staff participation on the Cultivating Equity Panel at the 3rd annual Cal Poly 
Humboldt Cannabis & Environmental Stewardship Symposium and multiple Central 
Valley Water Board outreach events addressing various topics including how to enroll, 
understanding the Cannabis Policy requirements, site development, road design, and 
indoor cultivation. Table 3 lists the significant public outreach events hosted or attended 
by Program staff during the reporting period.

Conclusion

As shown in the tables below, the program is doing well overall in meeting its goals. The 
current cultivation season is still underway, and the final numbers will be available in the 
next program report in April 2027.
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Table 1 – Cannabis Cultivation Metrics Reported for Regional Water Boards (January 1, 2026 – July 31, 2026)
Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Regions 4,8,9 Region 5 Regions 6,7

Measure Current Goal Current Goal Current Goal Current Goal Current Goal Current Goal

Ill
eg

al
 S

ite
s Directive to 

Enroll1
9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 0 0

Enforcement2 6 15 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 4 0 1

Inspections3 31 50 4 2 4 3 19 30 28 40 0 6

In
sp

ec
tio

n 
R

ep
or

ts Issued > 30 
Days

11 - 1 - 1 - 5 - 5 - 0 -

Issued ≤ 30 
Days

7 40 5 2 1 3 18 30 21 40 3 6

New Enrollments4 40 0 27 10 12 10 25 15 11 25 14 15
Outreach Events5 3 4 0 0 0 0 1 3 7 10 0 0

1 Directive to Enroll: Water Code section 13260 Letters
2 Enforcement: Administrative Civil Liability, Cleanup and Abatement Orders, Time Schedule Orders, or Cease and Desist 
Orders issued to unregulated cultivation sites
3 Inspections: Performed on unregulated cultivation sites
4 New Enrollments: Cannabis Cultivation General Order 2023-0102-DWQ (Water Quality)
5 Events attended or hosted by program staff to train and inform other agency staff and/or the public on cannabis related 
information including but not limited to the Cannabis Policy, Cannabis Cultivation General Order, and Cannabis SIUR
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Table 2 – Cannabis Cultivation Metrics Reported for State Water Board (January 1, 2026 – July 31, 2026)
Division of 

Water Quality
Division of 

Water Rights
Office of 

Enforcement
Program Summary (Tables 

1&2)
Measure Current Goal Current Goal Current Goal Current Total Goals Total

Ill
eg

al
 S

ite
s Directive to 

Enroll1
- - 60 50 0 0 69 80

Enforcement2 - - 7 10 0 3 15 35

Inspections3 - - 30 70 30 96 146 297

In
sp

ec
tio

n 
R

ep
or

ts Issued > 30 
Days

- - 10 - 1 - 34 -

Issued ≤ 30 
Days

- - 20 70 19 96 94 287

New Enrollments4 - - 0 8 - - 129 83
Outreach Events5 0 2 1 3 0 1 12 23

1 Directive to Enroll: Water Code section 13260 Letters (Water Quality) and Notices of Violation (Water Rights)
2 Enforcement: Cleanup and Abatement Orders (Water Quality), Cease and Desist Orders, Time Schedule Orders, or 
Administrative Civil Liability issued to unregulated cultivation sites
3 Inspections: Performed on unregulated cultivation sites
4 New Enrollments: Small Irrigation Use Registrations (Water Rights)
5 Events attended or hosted by program staff to train and inform other agency staff and/or the public on cannabis related 
information including but not limited to the Cannabis Policy, Cannabis Cultivation General Order, and Cannabis SIUR
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Table 3 - COORDINATED PUBLIC OUTREACH – CANNABIS CULTIVATION 
PROGRAM1 (January 1, 2026 – July 31, 2026)

Date and Location Event Details Participating 
Agencies

Thursday, June 25, 2026 
 Virtual

Road Design Central Valley Water 
Board

Thursday, May 21, 2026 
 Virtual

Termination and Change of 
Information

Central Coast Water 
Board

Thursday, April 23, 2026 
 Virtual

Cannabis Cultivation Policy Central Valley Water 
Board

Thursday, April 17, 2026 
 Arcata

2026 Cannabis and Environmental 
Stewardship Symposium – 
Cultivating Equity Panel Discussion: 
Diverse Perspectives on 
Environmental Stewardship 
Estimated Attendance: 100

North Coast Water 
Board, California 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW)

Thursday, March 19, 2026 
 Virtual

Site Development Central Valley Water 
Board

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 
 Forestville

Cannabis Outreach Event: Sonoma 
County Department of Agriculture 
Estimated Attendance: 100

Division of Water 
Rights

Thursday, February 19, 2026 
 Virtual

Indoor Cultivation Central Valley Water 
Board

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
 Riverside

California Water Environment 
Association - P3S 2026 Conference

South Coast Regional 
Cannabis Unit

Thursday, January 22, 2026 
 Virtual

Annual Monitoring Central Valley Water 
Board

Thursday, January 15, 2026 
 Virtual

Nevada County Cannabis Alliance 
Panel

Central Valley Water 
Board, CDFW, 
Department of 
Cannabis Control

This table represents public outreach. Staff from the Regional Water Boards, Division of 
Water Rights, Division of Water Quality, and Office of Enforcement coordinate closely 
throughout the state with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Department of 
Cannabis Control, and counties on enforcement efforts but these ongoing coordination 
efforts are not included as Program metrics and therefore not included in this tab
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