
 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP 
 

CONCERNING AMENDMENTS TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLANS FOR 
THE SACRAMENTO RIVER AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS AND  

TULARE LAKE BASIN TO INCORPORATE A CENTRAL VALLEY-WIDE SALT AND  
NITRATE CONTROL PROGRAM 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water 
Board) will hold a public workshop to receive information and solicit public input regarding the 
Central Valley-wide Salt and Nitrate Control Program. 

 
Tuesday, July 2, 2019 - 9:30 a.m. 

Joe Serna Jr. – CalEPA Headquarters Building 
Coastal Hearing Room 

1001 I Street, Second Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
BACKGROUND 
The State Water Board is considering approving the Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board’s (Central Valley Water Board’s) Amendments to the Sacramento and  
San Joaquin Basin Plan and the Tulare Lake Basin Plan to incorporate a Central Valley-wide 
Salt and Nitrate Control Program (Salt and Nitrate Control Program).  The Salt and Nitrate 
Control Program is intended to provide a framework for the Central Valley Water Board to 
regulate salt and nitrate while also ensuring that groundwater users whose wells are impacted 
with nitrates are provided safe drinking water.  The proposed Amendments include: 

• A Phased Salt Control Program 

• A Nitrate Control Program that includes: 
o Early Action Plans to provide Safe Drinking Water 
o Prioritized Groundwater Basins 
o Management Zone Alternatives 

• A Conditional Prohibition for Salt and Nitrate Discharges 

• Surveillance and Monitoring Program 

• Guidance to Implement Secondary Maximum Contaminant Levels 

• New and Revised Policies to effectuate the Control Programs, including: 
o Revision of the Salinity Variance Policy 
o Revision of the Exceptions Policy 
o Drought and Water Conservation Policy 
o Offsets Policy 

• Definitions and Terminology for the Salt and Nitrate Control Program 
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ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AT WORKSHOP 
The purpose of the July 2, 2019 workshop is for the State Water Board to receive information 
from Central Valley Water Board staff and oral comments from interested persons related to the 
Salt and Nitrate Control Program.  The State Water Board may schedule a subsequent Board 
Meeting to consider approval of the Salt and Nitrate Control Program.   
 
In accordance with Water Code section 13245, water quality control plan amendments adopted 
by a regional water board do not become effective unless and until approved by the State Water 
Board.  The State Water Board may approve the Salt and Nitrate Control Program or return it to 
the Central Valley Water Board for further consideration and resubmission to the State Water 
Board.  If the State Water Board approves the Salt and Nitrate Control Program, the State 
Water Board’s approval resolution may include specific directions and expectations regarding 
the Central Valley Water Board’s implementation of the Salt and Nitrate Control Program as 
long as any such directions or expectations are consistent with the Salt and Nitrate Control 
Program.  Such directions could include, for example, a requirement that the Central Valley 
Water Board submit periodic reports to the State Water Board on its progress implementing the 
Salt and Nitrate Control Program.  Interested persons should be prepared to discuss any 
appropriate directions or expectations. 
 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
This workshop is for informational purpose and no formal action will be taken.  There will be no 
sworn testimony or cross-examination of interested persons, but the State Water Board and its 
staff may ask clarifying questions. 
 
The workshop is an opportunity for interested persons to provide oral input to the State Water 
Board.  The written comment period has closed, so no written comments will be accepted.  To 
ensure a productive and efficient meeting in which all interested persons have an opportunity to 
participate, oral comments at the workshop may be time-limited. 
 
The workshop may be able to allocate time for participants with common interests to coordinate 
and provide oral presentations as a group.  For those participants wishing to organize and 
present comments as a group, please contact Anne Littlejohn by June 19, 2019 at  
(916) 464-4840 or anne.littlejohn@waterboards.ca.gov to determine if time can be allocated. 
 
WEBCAST OF WORKSHOP 
To access the webcast please visit the following link: https://video.calepa.ca.gov/ 
 
INFORMATION REGARDING WORKSHOP 
Please direct any inquiries concerning this notice to Anne Littlejohn at (916) 464-4840 or 
anne.littlejohn@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
Related documents and additional information are available at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/salinity/#saltnitrate_cp_bpa 
 
 
 
 
 May 31, 2019            
Date       Jeanine Townsend 
       Clerk to the Board 
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