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Karen Escobar is an Assistant U.S. Attorney (AUSA) in the Eastern District of California, which 
encompasses 34 counties in the eastern portion of California from Bakersfield to Oregon. She is 
assigned to the narcotic and violent crime unit of the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Fresno as an 
Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force attorney. She has prosecuted numerous public 
land marijuana cases, emphasizing the environmental impact of those crimes. She has been an 
AUSA for over 28 years. Prior to becoming an AUSA, she served as a Trial Attorney in the 
Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., as well as an Assistant 
State’s Attorney in Montgomery County, Maryland. AUSA Escobar obtained her undergraduate 
degree in history from Stanford University in 1980 and her law degree from Northwestern 
School of Law, Lewis and Clark College, in 1984.   
 

 


