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VIEWPOINT

Hillside
grading and
politics

upervisor Mike Ryan wants you to be-

lieve that everything is just fine out in

Creston. Nowhere in his Feb. 20 letter

(Hillside grading not to blame for mud-
dy Highway 58) does he mention that the
grading activities he defends as “brush clear-
ance” have resulted in the biggest Clean Wa-
ter Act violation in the hisfory of San Luis
Obispo County. Specifically, several hundred
acres of extremely steep hillsides on two con-
tiguous properties along Highway 58 have
been scraped bare of all native vegetation and
the shallow soil pulverized to the consistency
of talcum powder. The Huer Huero Creek
runs through these properties, (owned by
Dave Pierson and Haig Kelegian, developers
from the San Diego area), as do several blue
line streams.

Predictably, when the rains came, giant
crevasses opened up and entire hillsides
slumped down into the drainages. While the
slopes don’t drain directly onto Highway 58 -
(the developers wisely elected to do their
dirty work outside of the public view) the re-
sulting erosion dumped significant amounts
of mud into Huer Huero Creek and its
drainages, which definitely contributed to the
flooding of Highway 58 and neighboring prop-
erties.

Cumulatively, these types of activities are
contributing to the irrevocable loss of topsoil
in this country, the loss of estuaries and wet-
lands, and the filling in of reservoirs and bays,
which much be dredged or replaced at public
expense. But even though the Regional Water
Quality Control Board is considering fines of
up to $10,000 per day for this mess, Mike
Ryan “cannot condone arbitrarily changing

1anas, ana me NNg m oI reservors ama pays,
which much be dredged or.replaced a-t public
expense. But even though the Regionzal Water
Quality Control Board is considering fiines of
up to $10,000 per day for this mess, M ike
Ryan “cannot condone arbitrarily char ging
land use policy on a case by case basis.”
Translation: the county will continue to con-
done grading practices that put proper-ty own-

ers in‘direct conflict with state and federal law. .| Association in New York(

i@oincideéntally, these violations tooks ‘place

at'the-same time the community was t¥pdating:
its.general plan. The El Pomar Estrella Azea..... -

Plan update process is the appropriate ‘vehicle
for implementing policies and standards that
would prevent this kind of abuse in the future.
But there is no mention of these issues any-
where in the document. Ryan eventried to *
keep the plan from being reviewed by the
Santa Margarita Area Advisory Council, the
body that has been the most concerned with
these violations. Attempting an end-rumn
around the locally elected adv:sory council sti-
fles public participation and is an outright af-
front to democracy. Fortunately, the public de-
manded a local hearing, and as a result,
SMAAC will get to hold exactly one meeting
on the entire general plan update. Comapare
this with advisory councils on the coast who
take as much as a year to review and rework
their general plans.

‘While Ryan claims that he treats all of his
constituents equally, he does not mention that
he personally requested and received a spe-
cial, project-specific general plan amendment
for another parcel owned by the same devel
oper. Pierson wants to build a home on the
Eagles Nest Ranch in Creston, but didn’t want
to wait for the rezoning through the update
process, like the rest of us peasants. So
thanks to Mike Ryan, we the taxpayers are
coughing up $4,000 so Mr. Pierson can start
building his house in March, instead of June.
Project-specific general plan amendments are
usually paid for by the property owner, but in
this case, we are footing the bill. We should
all be so lucky as to receive such “equal”
treatment!

Sarah Christie lives in Creston and has been
working with the county and state agencies to
resolve the grading violations on Highway 58.
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ViewPOINT

The voice of the > people

cann make a diffe

erence

By AnprEw Cunismie

yWO years ago, David
Pierson and Halg Kele-
gian epparently

ers threw up so much dust that
CDF fire spotters originaly called
it in a5 a wildfire. Neighbors hiked
over to see what was going on and
were horrified. They called a com-
munity meeting, and when the
county refused to respond, my ale-
- ter Sernh reported Plerson and
Kdednw&nkegimlwm
Quuality Control Board.

Sarah is a resident of Creston
and a member of the Executive
Committee of the Sierra Club's
Santa Lucis chapter. For the next
two years, she attended every

drew up a formal complaint

a long list of violations and affixed
a fine: §25,500 cach — simple re-
tmbursement for estimated staff

hours devoted to the issue over

moueotwhrhmssxﬁ*
lion & year in taxes, g 30

t of the annual budget of
percen ann
the city of Bell Gardens.

Naturally, the property
engerly

of San Lais Obispo showed up at 7

the board's Dec. 2 meeting, As
ECOSLOspicMuofPierm

givmforthcgnding—l‘udnev-

made such projects necessary
seems like an obvious way to go.

One by one, the board mem-
bers agreed: The fine was too
low. The done deal was undone.
The checks were returned. The
complaint will be reissued and
fines remssessed. There will be s
full hearing, probably in March. -
Justice, it is now much more
kikely, will be done — so long as
the people continue to speak,
and are heard.

Andrew Christie is chapter coor
dinator for the Santa Lucia chap-
ter of the Sievva Club,
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falsehoods
By Mikr Ryan
arah Christie’s Viewpoint, “Hillside grading
and politics,” March 3, is nearly totally false.
The writer says brush clearing in Creston re-
sulted in the biggest Clean Water Act violation
in the history of San Lujs Obispo County, A
:all to the Regional Water Quality Control Board re-
ealed that they never said this and don't believe it to
)¢ true. They are the enforcement agency for the
"lean Water Act.

The writer states that two contiguous
properties along Highway 58 have
been scraped bare of all native vegeta-
tion. One parcel is more than 400 acres
and the other is 640 acres. The 640-acre
parcel has had less than 30 acres
tike Ryan is cleared. More than 600 acres of that
ifth District  parcel remain with all-native vegetation.
iupervisor The writer states the owners are

from San Diego. The writer comes here
rom Hawaii, and I arrived here from Ireland. What is
he point?

The writer states that the clearing of brush on this
roperty resulted in erosion causing mud to flow into
1uer Huero Creek, and eventually onto Highway 58,
‘alse. This cleared property does drain into Huer
uero Creek, but not Highway 58. It has not and will
wot cause flooding on Highway 58,

The county does not condone grading practices that
wut property owners in direct conflict with state and
ederal law, as the writer states. Acceptable countywide
rading practices are best addressed in the grading or-
linance, rather than the E Pomar/Estrella Area Plan
Jpdate.

The writer states that ] kept the Santa Margarita Area
Advisory Council from reviewing the E] Pomar/
Istrella Area Plan. That is totally false. I invited them
0 join in the process of updating the plan for more than
wo years. Some members did participate. I have en-
ouraged them to review it and respond.

The writer states that [ approved a General Plan
mendment for the Eagle's Nest Ranch in Creston. The
seneral Plan Amendment Wwas approved by a majority
f the Board of Supervisors, not one person. It wasn'’t
-20ne change. It changed a stipulation on his proper-
v that wouldn't allow him to build one house on 1,500
icres. Staff estimated the cost as being significantly less
han $4,000, as the writer states, )

This writer brought forth so much misinformation,
im surprised it was printed.

Mike Ryan - Fifth District Supervisor
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