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"STATE WATER RESOURCE;S CONTROL BOARD 

WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 97-10-DWQ 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR DISCHARGES TOLAND BY , 

SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS . '. . 

Findings: 

1. , Section 132~O(a) of the Ca!ifornia,Wa~er-Code (C~C) re'quires that any 
person discharging waste or·proposing"to discharge waste within any , 
region, other than to a community sewer system,. that could affect the " 
quality of the'waters. of the State, file a report of waste,disch'arge (ROWD). 

2. Discharges to .Ia~d from small domestic wastew'ater treatment and 
disposal systems have certain' common characteristics, such as similar , 
constituents, concentrations of constitueh'ts, disposal techniques, flow ' 

,.J ranges and they'requi're the s'arrie or s,imilar treatment standards. Th~se 
types of dis9harges are more appropriately regulated under general ", 
Wast~, Discharge Requirements (general \f\(ORs). 

(3. Only domestic wastewatE?r t'reatr:nent and disposal systems with a 
maximum average daily flow of 20,000 9Cillions 0(les5 that discharge to 
!and (small domestic systeOis) are eligible for coverage under these 
general WDRs. Small domestic systems are tYpically located ~t ' 
campgrouhds, mobiie home parks, roadside 'rest stops, 

, , condqminiumslsubdiVisions using community waste treatm~nt systems, 
r~staurants.' schools, resort hotels and lodge~. small correctional facilities, ' 

, and_ Recreation Vehicles (RV) dump locations, including RV park-&. Single. 
family residences lJ',Jith small domestic ~ystems, for. purposes of these , 
generc;! WDRs, are specifically excluded. . 

4. ," ,-All WDRs must impleme'nt the a'pplicable water quality controi-plan (Basin 
,'PI~n) for the Regio'n .affected by the, disch'arge. Therefore: these general 
'WDRs require dischargers to ;comply V{ith all applicable Basin Plan 
proyisions, i~9luding any prohibitions and water qUa'lity 'objectives, ' 
governing the ,discharge,' . 
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S. This Order establishes minimum standards only for small domestic· ., 
systems. The discharger must comply with any m6re stringent standards 

, in the applicable Basin Plari. In the event of a conflict between the 
prov;'sions of this Order and the Basin Plan, the more stringent provision 
prevails.' , 

6. The beneficial uses fOJ the ground w~ters Cifthe State are: municipal 
supply (MUN), industria.! service supply (lND), industrial process supply 
(PROC), fresh water replenishment (FRESH), aquaculture (AQUA), 
Wildlife habitat (WILD), and agricultural supply (AGR). The following list 
shows the beneficial uses that apply to each region. Some benefichai 
uses only apply to certain geographical areas. 

. Region 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
,9 

" " . ' 

Listed Beneficial Uses , 

MUN, AGR, IND~ PROC 
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, FRESH 
MUN,.AGR, IND; PROC . 
NlUN, AGR. IND, PROC, AQUA 
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC 
MUN, AGR, IND, FRESH, WILD 
MUN, AGR, IND 
MUN, AGR. INP, PROC 
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, FRESH 

To the extent that the applicable Basin Plan designates additional or, 
'different benefiCial, ·use~, the Basin Plan shall cOhtrol. 

7. Dischargers seeking coverage under these general WORs shall file: (1) ,a 
standard application for WORs (Report of-Waste Discharge), a Form 200, 
or an equiv~lent document; and (2),~ first· annual fee of $400 which . : 
corresponds to a'Threat to Water Quality and ,Complexity of 3b in-the fee .. 
schedule !i~ted iri:Sedion 2200 of Title 23. CaUforriia Code of.Regulations. 

, (CCR). Upon review ·by Regional Water Quality.Control Board (RWQCB) 
~taff, a determination will be msde as to whether or not coverage u.nder 
these generCllWDRs is appropriate. The discharger shall be notified by a 
letter from the RWOCS's Executiye Officer when coverage ynder these 
general WDRs has beg·un. . .. 

8. 'Each 'RWQCB has 1t~. own 'waiver policies and conditions'. Any dischi3rger 
currently under a waiver from the RWQC8 doe~ not need to ~pply for 
covera~e under these general WDRs. 

9. Although a discharge ,may be eligible for coverage under this general' 
WDR, the appropriate RWQCB may determihe that the di$charge would 

.. 
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be better regulated und~r a'n'indiv\dual WDR, under another general 
WDR, or under a National Pollutant pischarge Elimination System I 

. (NPDES) permit for discharges to 'surface waters., If a discharge is , 
regulated under an individual or general WDR, or a waiver, or under an 
NPQES permIt issued by an RWQCB, th? applicability of this general 
WDR to the discharg,e is immediately terminated on the effective date of 
the RWQCB's WOR or NPDES permit. ' 

10.', This ,Order does not preempt or supersede the authority' of municipalities, 
, flood control ag~ncies, or other local',agencies to prohibit, restrict,'or 

control ~is,charges ,of waste ~ubject t~ their jurisdiction. 

11. :.These WDRs are exe'mpt from Chapter 1,5 requirements p,ursuant to CCR,' 
" Title 23, Ch?pter 15, Section 2511.(a). ' . . 

I, 

I 
, ,I 

·12. This general WDR is. intended to cover poth new and existing small I 
domestic systems. Th~ aQoption of Wo'Rs for existing small dom~stlc I 

1.3 .. 

14. 

systems is exempt from the Caiifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)\ 
under eCR, Title 14, Section. 15261 or Section 15301' as ongoing or . '\ 
existing projects. ' . 

. , 

The State vyater Resources Control Boar¢ (SWRCB),has'sdopted a , 
Mitigated Ne'gative Dedaration in complian'ce with CEQA for new small 
domestic systems., The potential significant environmental impacts from 
dis'charges from new smalJ"domestic systems can be'mit!g~ted to a lev.el 
of insignificance by compliance with this Order. 

. .' . 
Pursuant to Sedion 13263 of the ewc, the SWRCB, in.establi,shing the 
reqUirements contained herein, consider-ed factors including but not 
limite~ to the 'following: . 

a: Past, p:resent, and probable futUre beneficial uses of water... , 
b. 'Environmental characteristics of the hydrographic unit under 

, consideration, including the quality of water available thereto. 
c. Water quality cc:mditions that coule;! re~sonably'be aclJieved through 

, the coordinated control of all factors 'which a'ffect w'ater quality in 
the area. 

d. Economic cpnsiderations. ,. 
e. The need for devE;!loping housing withln the Region(s). 
f. " The need to develop and use recycleo water. . ." . . . 

15; . The SWRCB has nptifieq potentia.! dischargers and al'l other known 
interested parties of the' intent to prescribe WDRs ,as described in this 

. Order. ' , 
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16. The SWRGB, in a public meefing, heard and considered all comments' 
pertaining to the proposed discharge. 

IT I,S HEREBY ORDERED that the, discharger,' in order to, meet ttie provi~ions 
'containeq in Division 7 of the ewe and regulations adopted thereunder, shall comply 

, with the ',following: ' 

A. Prohibitions: 

1. The ,direct or indirect discharge of any wastewater tb surface waters or 
surface water drainage courses i~ prohibited. ' 

, , 

2. The treatment and disposal of wastes',at the facility shall not cause, , 
pollution, con~amihation, or nuisance as defined in cwe, Se,ction 13050 . 

. 3. The ,discharge of wastewater, other than domesti'c' wastewater, "into a 
, small domestic,system is prohibited. 

4~, Bypass or overilow of treated or untreated' waste is prohibited. 

,5. The discharge of wc;3ste to, land not owned or controlled by the'discharge'r 
is prohibited. 

, 6. The discharge of wastes from small domestic systems which is not 
,authorized by this general WD'R or other Orde~ or waiver by the RWQCB 
is prohibited. ' 

7. Discharge of waste classified as IIhazardous", or 'I.designated", as defined 
in CCR, Title 23, Chapter 15, Section 2521(a) ariq ewe Section 13173, 
respectively, to any part of the wast~water disposal system. is prohibited.' 

B. R~quirements:, 

1. For All Smal) D~mestic Systems: 

a. Odors of sewage origin shall not tie perceiv'able ,beyond the limits, 
of the discharger's property boundaries. ' 

b. The siting, desi'gn,' construction, operation, maintenance, and 
monitoring of all small domestic systems must comply with all of the 
applicable prpvisions of the 'RWQC8's' Basin Plan. 

.. 

oJ 



'. -

2. 

r .... ~ 
,~ I, . ' 

' ... / ...... 
.:5- . 

c.' The discharger ,shall not discharge waste in excess of the 
maximum design and disposal capac{ty of the small domestic 
system. 

d. The dis,charge of waste from small domestic systems shall comply, 
with all applicable provi,sions of the RWQCB's Basin Plan,including 
but not limited to any prohibitions anc;! water qLiality objectives. 

For Septic Systems, the Following AdditionaJ r'equirementsApply: . '. . . . 

a. ,Septic'tank cleanings shall be 'performed only by a duly authorized 
service. 

b. The discharger s'hall maintain a log of all septic cleanings. At'a 
minimum ,the log shall include the date of the cleaning, and the 

. name, address', phone number, and license number (if appli'cable) , 
of the cleaner. . 

, , 

c. Dischargers who accept wastes from RVs or'other mobile waste 
,systems must ensure that'such wastes (with constituents inCluding 
, formaldehydej zinc, and phenol) do not deleterJously affect the " 

" septic system or impact the ground water. 

3. ,For Acti~ated Sludge ,Systems, the 'FolI~wing Additi~nal 

4. 

Requirements App'/y: ' , 
, , ' 

If collected scre~nings, slLidges, a'nd other solids removed fro~ liquid 
,w?stesare disposed of at al~ndffll, such disposal shall'comply with CCR, 
,!itle 23, Section ~510, et seq.' (Chapter 1'5); 

b. If seyvage sludge is land applied, disposed of at a monofill, 'or . 
ihciner<.;!ted, this ,activity shall'comply with existing FedE?rat,state,' " 

, and locE\1 laws and (egulations, including requirements of 40 CFR . 
503, the RWQCB, and the county' ordinances, and sh~1I b.e 
approve~ by the appropriate 'R-WQeS's ExecLitivia Offi~er. , 

. ' .. 

The discharger shall submit a sludge disposal plan and obt"ajn the 
appropriate RWQCB Executive Officer'swri~~en permission prior to 
any disposal of sludge. The Executive Officer ~ha" be informed of 
any ~hanges in this plan at least 60 days in advat:'1ce of the 
change. ' . 

For Aerated Pond Systems, the'Fo'l1owing Addjtio~~r Require~,e'nts 
Apply: 

.. 
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If collected screenings, sludges, and other solids removed from liquid 
.wastes are disposed of at a landfill, such disposal· shall compl.y with CCRj 
Title 2~, Section 25'10, 'et seq. (Chapter 15). ' 

5. For Subsurface Qisposal Systems, the J=ollowing Adc;Jitional 
Re~uirements Apply: 

a. The subsurface wastewater disposal systeri1(s) shall be maintained 
'so that.at no time will sewage surface at any Io'cation. 

b. No' part of the disposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where 
waste may pollute ground water. 

6. . For Surface Disposal Systems, the Following Addition~1 
Requirements Apply: . 

a. Aminimum freeboard of two (2) feetshajl be maintained at all·times 
in the .basins or ponds. . 

b. Public contact 'with wastewater shall be precluded through. such 
means as fences, signs, and other acceptable alternatives. . 

,- i, 

C. Basins or ponds shall have sufficient capacity to a.ccommodate 
.allowable wastewater flow and design seasonal precipitation and 
ancillary inflow and infiltration during the winter season. Design . 
seasonal precipitation shall be based on criteria, if any, set in.the 

, appropriate RWQCS's Basin Plah,'lf no criteria, is set in the 
appropriate RWQCB's .Basin Plan, then seasonal precip'itation shall 
be based on historical 24 hour rain fall, using a 10 year return 
frequency .. 

d. . '. Disposal in po~ds shall be conducted in a tylanner such that there' 
. shall be .no stranded or exposed sewage solids .. 

C. Ground Water and Suria.ce:Water Limitations: 

{ The discharge shall not: 

a. Pollute grownd or surtace wate'rs .. 

b. Adversely affect beneficial uses or cause an exceedance of any 
applicable' Basin Plan water quality objectives for ground or surface 

. waters. . . '. 

. J 
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2. Where. treated wastewater- is' applied t~ land 'by ·sprinkler or spray 
methbds, the discharger shall manage. wastewater application to prevent it 
from commingling with 'storm water runoff, or such runoff shall be fully· 

. retained. .. '.' ." . 

D.' Provisions: 

1. For All Sm'all "Domestic Systems: 

~. Adequate measures shal/.6e.taken.to assure that·flood or surface '. 
·d~ainage waters do not erode or otherwise damage the discharge 
facilities: . . 

b. The discharger' shall ensure that ali site operating personnel are 
familiar with the contents of this general WDR and shall maintain' a 

.. copy of this general WDR aUhe site. ' 

. c.' Prior to any modifications in the discharger's facility which' wciuld 
result in a material change in the quality or quantity of wastewater 
treated or discharged, or any material change in the location of . 
dj~charge, the discharger shall report all pertin.ent inforr:nation in . 
writing to the appropriate RWQCB and obtain confirmation from.the 
appropriate RWQCB that such modifications do not disqualify the 
'discharger from cov'erage un'der these general WDRs. Either 
confirmation or new WDRs must be obtained before any . 
modifications are implemented. 

d. The discharger shall cOl1)ply with "General Monitoring and 
Reporting Program No.·97-1 O-DWQ (Attachmeht A), and any future 

e. 

. revisions, as specified by the appropriate. RWQCB's Exe~utive '. .' 
Officer. . . .' ... 

The appropriate RWQGB'~ Executj~e Offic'er and the Director of the. 
. . County Environmental Health Department or equivalent agency 

shall b~ notified immediately of a'ny failure of the,wast~wat~r 
containment:facilities:' Such'failure' shall be.promptly corrected in 
accordance witH the requirements of this Order. ' 

t The disch~rger at all times shall· properly operate and maintail! all 
facilities ,and systems of treatment and control (and related . 
appurtenances) which are installed or'used by the discharger to 
achieve compliance with conditions· of this Order. The discharger 
shall keep in.a state of readiness all systems n'ecessary to achieve 
compliance with. the conditions of this Oraer. AI! systems,. both .. 
those' it! service and reserve, shall be inspected and. mail1~ained 'on 
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a regular basis. Records shall be kept of:the t~sts and made 
avrailable to t'he RWQC9. ' 

g. T~is Order does not convey any property rights or exclusive , 
'privileges. The requirements prescribed herein do not authorize 
the commission of any act causing injury to persons or property, do 
not prote,ct the discharger from liability under Federal, State, or 
local laws, and do not create a vested right to continue to ,'discharge 
wastewater. 

h. This Orde,r does not relieve the discharger from responsibility to 
'obtain other necessary local, State, and Federal permits to 
construct facilities necessary for ,com'pliance with this Order, nor 

. does this Order prev9'!1t.imposition of additional standards, 
requirements, or conditions by any other regulatory agency. 

,i. The 'discharger shall allow the RWQCB or an a'uthorized 
representative, upon presentation of credentials and other 
dOCUments as may be required by law, to: 

(1) 

(2) 

(~) 

(4) 

Enter upon, the premises where a regulated facility or activity 
is located or conducted or where records must be kept 
under the,conditions of this Order; , 
Have access ,to and copy at reasonable times any records 
that shall be kept under the conditions of this Order; 
Inspect, at reasonable times, any facilities, eqUipment, 
,p~actices,or operations regulated or required "under this 
brder; and, " 
Sp,mple, photograph, video record, and/or monitor at 
reasonable times, for the purpos,es of assuring com'pliance 
with this Order or as otherwise authorized by the ewe .. any 
'substances or'parameters at this locJ3tion. ' 

j. All regulated disposal systems shall be readily accessible for I 

sampling and inspection. . 

k. The SWRC8 wit! review this Order'periodically and will revise 
requirements whe,n nec~ssary: ' 

L Paragraphs of th,is Order are severabl~. If any paragraph is found 
invalid, the remaining paragraphs shall not be affected. ' 

m. After notice and opportun.ity for a hearing; co'verage of an individwill 
discharge under this Order may be terminated or modified for, 
cause, inclu~iing but not limited to the following: 

. 

" 
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'. (1)' .viol~tion of any, term or condition contained in this Order; 
(2) Obtaining this Order by misrepresentation or failure to 

disclose all relevant facts; ..' . 
(3) A change in any condition that requites. either a temporary or 

permanent red.uction or elimination of the authorized 
di,scharge. 

, The filing of a request by tlie discharger for' an Order modification, 
", revocation and reissuance, or termination; or a notification of ' 

planned changes or anticipated noncompliance does not stay any 
condition of this Order. . 

n. The discharger shall furnish, within a reasonable time,' any 
information the RWQCB or the SWRCB may request to determine 

, ,whether. cause exists for modifying, revoking and rei~s!Jing, or 

0'. 

'p. 

,~ . 

, terminating the dischargerls coverage underthis Order.:' The , 
Discharger shall also furni!?h to the RWQCB or the SWRCB, upon ' 
reql!est, copies of r~cords required to.be ~ept by this Order. 

Unl~ss otherwise approved by the appropriate RWQCE3's,Executive 
Officer, all analys,es shall be conducted at,a laboratory certified for, . 
such analyses by the State Department of Health 'Services. All 
analyses shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of 
"Guidelines .Estaplishing Test Procedures for Analysis of ',' 
Pollutants", promulgated by the U. S. Environmental Protection, 
Agency (U.,S.EPA).' , 

The discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information 
including ali calibration and maintenance'records, copies of all 

. , reports required 'by this Order,and records of all data used to " 
',complete the application for this Order. Re~ords shall'b~ -
maintained for a minimum of three years from the date of the 
sample, measurement, or report. This period may be ext~nded 
durif')g the course' of any'unresolved ,litigation r.egar:ding th'is, . 
. discharge or when requested by the appropriate RWQCB's 
Executive Officer. ' ' , 

q. ,The discharger shall imm'ediately rein-ove any wastes which are 
, . discharged at the site re'gulated by this Order in, violation of these 

req uirements. 

All performed maintenan~e and non'comp'iiance issues shanb,~ 
reported with the monitoring reports as require9~ , .. 

r. 
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s. Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that"unauthorized 
persons are effectiyelyexcluded from contact with the wastewater 
disposal facility(s). 

t. The discharger shall comply with all pf the conditions of this Order. 
Any' noncompliance with this Order constitutes a violation of the 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and/or appropriate Basin 
Plan and is grounds for an enforcement action. 

, u. Waste treatment facilities subject to this Or.der shall be supervised 
and operated by persons pos;:;essing certificates of appropriate' 
grade pursuant to Division 4, Ch~pter 14, Title 23 CCR. 

" v. The discharger shall comply .with ·all.of the conditions contained in 
the Sta.ndard Provisions included with.this Order as,Attachment B. 

2: For.Septic Systems, Uie Following Additional Provisions Apply:. ' 

a. All employees of the regulated facility shall receive training on how 
to minimize polluta8't dis,charges to the septic system. This 
instruction should include the following topics: 

(1) Proper disposal of-materials handled at the regulated facility. 
'(2) Methods to wash tools and other object$' so that no ' 

contaminants are introduced into the septic system. 
(3), Methods to wash hands so that no contamin'ants are 

introduced into the septic system.' 

b.' "Any off-site disposal of septage shall be only to a legal point of 
disposal, with the approval. of the legal disposal site operator. 'For 

. purposes of these requirements, a legal 'disposal site is one 'fot 
which requirements have, been established }:>y the' appropr-iate , ,. 
RWQCB and whk;h is in full compliance therewith. Any septage 
handling shall be in such a manner as to prevent its reaching 
surface waters or watercourses .. 

3. For Activated Sludge'and Aerated Pond Systems, the Fo'lIowlng 
Additiona) Provisions Apply: 

a. The Discharger shall obtain prior'written approval from the 
appropriate RWQCB's Executive Officer specifying location and 
method of disposal before disposing of treated or untreated sludge 
or similar solid waste materials. Such written' approval is valid until' 
a change in the manner or IOGation of disposal occurs, or u~til the 
discharger is otherwise notified by the appropriate RWQGB's .. . . . 
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Executive Officer. In addition, the discharger shall provide the 
results of any sludge analyses as specified by the RWQC8's 
Executive Officer. ' , 

b. The discharger shan provid.e safeguards to electric power fai/ure:as 
fpllows: 

(1) The dis'charger, within ninety (90) days of the effective date: 
, ' of t~is Order, shall submit to the, ap'propriate RWQC8 for 

'approval a oescription pf the'existing safeguards provided to 
assur~ that; should there be reduction, ,loss; ,or failure of ' 

, e'lectric power, the discharger shall comply with the terms 
'and conditions of its Order. ' Such safeguards may 'include 
alternate p'ower sources, standby generators,' rete'ntlon 
capacity, operating ,procedures, or other means. A 
description of the,safeguards provided shall include a11 : 
analysi~ of the frequency, duration, arid impact of power 

" failures experi,enced over the past five years or from time of 
start.:.up, whichever is shorter, on effluent quality and' on the 
capabilitY of the discharger to comply with the terms and, 
conditions of the Order. The appropriate RWQC8 shaH " 

, determine whether the safeguards are adequate. . ' .' 

, (2) , Should 'the RWQCB not approve the existil")9 safeg\Jard~, 
the discharger, w.ithin ninety (90) days of having been: 

i advised by the appropriate RWQCB that the exi~ting 
safeguards are 'inadequate, shall provide to'the RWQCB a 
schedule of compliance for providing safeguards 'such that in 
the event 'of red,uction, loss, or failure of electric power, 'the 
permittee will cqmply with the terms and conditions of this, 
Order. ,The schedule of compliance, ' upon approval of the 
appropriate RWQC8's Executive Officer, 'shall,becom~ ,a 
condition of this Order as it' applies to'the specific " 
~ischarger. 

(3) "If the discha'rger already'has an approved plan(s), the plan 
shall be revised and, upd~ted as specified in the plan or ' 
whenever the're has ,been a material change 'in design or 
operation., A revised plan shall be submitted to,the' 
appropria~e RWQC8 within nin,ety (90) days of the material 
change. ' , 

4. For Subsurface Disposal Systems,-the Following Additional' 
Provisions Apply,: ' 

. ' " 
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New small qom~stic systems shalfreserve sufficient land area for possible 
future '100 pe:rcent replacement of the subsurface disposal area until such 
time as the dis'charger's facility is connected to a mUl;icipal sewerage 
system; . 

, Certification 

, The unders,igned, Administrative Assistant to the SWRCB, does herepy.certi"fy' that the 
foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an' order 'duly and regularly adopted at·a 
'm.eeting of the State Water'Res'ources'Control Board held on'Novemb~r 18, 1997. ' 

AYE: 

NO: 

ABSENT: 

, .. 

John Caffrey 
James M. Stubchaer 

, Marc Del Riero ,.,. 
fv1ary Jane Forster ' 

'. John W. Brown 

, N'one, 

None 

ABSTAIN: None 

Mauren Marche 
Adminis rative Assistant. to the Board 

... 

'J 
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A'rTAC:gMENT A 

, ' 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD' 
MONITORING AND REPQ'RTJNG PROGRAM NO. 97-10-DWQ 
" " .,' ,FOR' '," 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS ('NDRs), 
'FOR SMALL' DOMESTIC WASTE SYSTEMS' 

Septic Tank Monitoring, 

" Efffuent Monito'ring 
\ 

'Monitoring of septi,c tank effluent shall include the following: 

Type'of 
Parameter Units Samcile Sampling Fre~uen,c~ 

Flow Gals/day Estimate Monthly 
. . ., 

Flow'estimates may be obtained from water meter readfngs. " 
, , , 

" Maintenance and Irispectio.n ' 

. . '. . 
Septic tanks shal'l be inspected 'and pumped as described below. An inspection is, not 
required during the ~ear a septic 'tank is pumped'. 

Parameter 

Sludge depth and scum,: Feet 
thicknes~ in eaqh compartrn,ent 
of each septic'tank ", 

Distance between botiomof Inches 
scum layer and bo:ttom of ' 
outlet device, 

Distance between top of Inches, 
sludge layer and,bottom of 
outlet device 

Type of' , 
Measurement' 

Minimum 
Insoection FreQuency 

St~ff Gauge An'nually (by Aprn of e~ch 
, year) 

Staff Gauge AnryuaIJy (by April of each " 
year)' , 

Staff Gauge ,An'nually (by April of each 
" year) 

, , , 

Septj~ tanks shaH be' pumped when anyone of the fol/<Jwing conditions exist, or may 
o'ccur before the next inspection:, .-

, , 

" 

" 

, ...... ' 
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a. The combined thickness of,sludg~ and scum exc~eds one-thIrd of the tank depth 
of the first compartment; or, ' " , ' 

b. The scLim layer is within three' inches of the outlet device; or, ' . 
c. The sludge layer is within eight inches of the outlet device. , 

In lieu of septictank me~suring, th.e septic tank, may be pumped annually. 

Activated Srudge Systems Monitoring, 

Influeint Monitoring 
, . 

Monitoring of Activated Sludge Syst~m influent shall consist of the following: 

parametet 

Daily Flow 
20°C BOD5 
Total Suspended Solids 

',' 

~al~/day 
mg/l ' . 
mgll . 

Type of 
Sample 

24-hr composite 
24-hr composite 

Effluent Monitoring' 

Sampling Freqyency, 

Daily' 
Monthly 
Monthly 

Monitoring of Activated Sludge systems' effluent shall consistofthe:following: 

Parameter, 

20°C BOD5 
Tota', Suspended Solids 
Nitrate as N03-N " 
Total Nitrogen 
Total Coliform 

. . . . 

mgll 
mg/l 
mgJl 
'mgl', 
MPNI 

'100 ml 

Type of 
, Sample 

24-hr compo~jte 
24-hr composite 

"Grab. 
Grab 
Grab 

Samplin9 Freguency , 

WeeKiy1 
Weekli 
Weekli 
Weekly1 
We~kly1 

Effluent sampling sh,al! be conducted concurrently with influent monitoring. The total 
average daily flow sh,al! be calculate~ on a monthly basis. Time <;>f collection of grab. 

, samples ,shall be recorded.' , 

If the discharge is intermittent rather than continuous, then on the first day of each such 
intermittent discharge) the discharger shall monitor and record data for all of the, 
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of analysis given in the schedules' . 
shall apply for the ,duration of e~ch such intermittent discharge. In no':event shall the 
discharger be required to monitor and record data more often than' twice the 
fr~quencies listed in the schedules. 
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Aerated p'ond Systems Monitoring 

Influent M'onitoring , 

Monitoiing qf A~rat~.d Pond Systems' influent shall'cons,ist of'th'e following:', 

parameter 

" 'Daily Flow 
20°C B005 
Total Suspended ,Solids 

, Units 

Gals/day 
,mg!1 

,,'mgll 

, Type of 
Sample 

, Grab 
Grab 

'" Ert:Juent'Monrtoring 

Sa'mpling Freguency 

Daily 
Monthly, 
Monthly' 

Monitoring of Aerated Pond Syste~ effluent ~hall,consist of the foljowing:, 

Type ,of 
parameter Units Sample S~mpling Freguency 

20°C BOD5 mgll ,:Grab Weekly1 
Total Susp'ended Solids ,mgll , Grab Weekly1 
Nitrate as NOs"N, 'mgll Grab Weekly1 
Total Nitroge,n mgll' 'Grab Weekly1 
Total Coliform MPN/100ml Grab Weekly1, 

Effluent sampling shall be conducted concurrently with influent rfloriitoring': The total 
average daily flow shall be calculated on a monthly basis. Time of collection of grab 
samples shall 'be recorded. . 
" . . . . 

If the discharge is intermittent rather than continuous, then on the 'first-day of each such 
intermittent discha'rge, the discharger shall monitor and'record data for all aT th~ .. ' 
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of a'nalysis given in'the $chedules 
shall apply for the du'ration of e,ach s'uch intermittent discharge. In no event, shall the 
discharger be re'qLiired t9 monitor and rec~rd data more often than twice the 
fr.equencies' listed in the 'schedules .. , 

1 For the purpose 'of this Order, a Weekly monitoring frequency will, mean that a sample' 
shall be taken once every eight days. For example, your firs~ sample is taken on Monday, 
the next sample sha" be taken on th~ following Tuesday (eight days later). Aiternate,( 

. schedules may be discussed with ~he appropriate RWQCB. 

l. 
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Disposal Monitoring' 
pondlBasin Monitoring 

Samples should be representative of the volume and nature of the discha:rge. Time of 
collection of srab samples shall be recorded. Samples shall be co l/eCted , at a depth of 
one foot from each pond/basin opposite the inlet. Samples shall be collected between 
0800 and 0900, hours. The foll,owing shall constitute UNLINED pondlbasin, monitoring: 

Parameter 
pH 
Dissolved Oxygen 

, Nitrate as N 03-N 
Total Nitrogen' 
Pond Freeboard '\ 

Units 
Pti Units 

mgJI 
mg/l 
rngll 
feet 

Type of 
Sample 

Grab 
Grab 
,Gra'b 
Grab 

Measurement 

'Sampling'Frequency \ 
Monthly 
Monthly 
,Monthly 
Monthly 
Monthly 

pH monitoring shall be conducted using field measurement devices,orby grab ~ample 
delivered to an analyticallabor~tory. 

The following shall constitute' LINED pond/basin monitoring: 

Parameter 
Dissolved Oxygen 
Pond Freeboard 

Units 
mgtl 

" feet 

,Type of 
Sample 

Grab 
Measurement 

Recreation Vehicle CRY) Waste Monitorin~ , 

Sampling Frequency 
Monthly 
Month.ly, 

A facilitythat accepts waste'from 'RVs or otlier mobile waste systems shall monitor th~jr 
small domestic 'system effluentfbr the following additional constituents: 

Type of : 

" 
Parameter Units Sample SamplingF'requency 

, Formaldehy~e mgJI Grab 'Quarterly, 
Zinc, mgll. Grab Quarterly 
Phenol mgll Grab Quarterly. 
N as'Ammonium mgli G.rab Quarterly 

Samples'shall be 'col/ected from locatiom~ within tliewaste stream wHere theeffluenf is 
representative of the treatment process. For septic tanks, this monitoring is not 
required, unless a convenient'sampling location, as determined by RWQCB staff, is 
available.' For activated sludge systems, this will be at the effluent outlet. For 
ponds/basins', this will b~ at the opposite end of the pondlbasin 'from the inlet ,at a depth 
of one foot from the surface oHhe pond/basin. 

, § 
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Reporting' 
'. . 

With the excepti.on of noh-RV waste septic tank monitoring (pg. 1), monitoring reports 
shall be su~mitted to the appropriate Regional Wat~r Quality Contrql Soard (RWQCS) 
by the.1.5th.day of the following month. Quarterly reports shall be submitted by . 

'. January 15, April 15, July 15,.~md October 15 of each year. Annual reports shall be 
. submitted by January 15 of the following year: For non-RV w~ste septic tank systems, 

only al") Annual report is due by January 15 of the following year. 

-fn·reporting··tl!·e monitoring data, ·the discharger sha"ll a'rrarige the data.in tabular form so· 
that the date, the constitu~nts, and the concentrations are 'readily discernible. The data 
shall be summarized in suc~ a manner to illustrate clearly whether the disqharge 
complies with WDRs. The highest daily maximum for the month, monthly and weekly 
averages, and removal efficiencies (%) for Bioche'mical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and, 
Total'Suspended S'olids should be determined and recorded. For non-RV septic . 
systElms, an av\?rage dailY' flow shall be calculated using 'the arithmetic mean of the 
monthly values obtained throug,hout the reporting period. . 

. Records· of monitoring information shall include: 
a' .. The date; exact place,' and time of sampling or measurement(s); , 
b.··The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurement(s); 

,~. Th~ date(s) analysis w!3re performed;' . " 
d. The indivi,~L!al.(s) who performed the analysis;· 
e:' Th~ analytical techniquE?~ or, method used; an9 
f: T~e result~ of such analysis. . 

IUhe discharger monitors 'any p.ollutant.at the lotatiOf1s designated herein more . 
frequently than is required by this Order, the lesults, of such monitoring shall be 
included in the calCulation and reporting o.Ohe values required in the discharge 
monitoring report form .. Such incrE?ased frequency shall be indicated on the discharge: , 
monitoring report form. . 

" " 

The discharge'r shall submit an 'annual report to the 'appropriate 'RWQCS by January'15 '. 
-: of each year. The report shali co.ntain both tabular and graphical summaries of the 

monitorin'g data obtained during the previous year. in addition, the'Discharger shall 
, discuss the"compliance record and .the corrective actions taken or planned which m'ay, 
. be neeqedtci bring the discharge intb full compliance with the general WDRs. 

Some RWQCBs are implementing electronic SUbmittal' of m'on'rtoting reports .. If this is of 
interest to 'you, please contact the appropriate RWQCS for more information. . . 

All reports submitted in response to these general WDRs shall comply with the 
~ignatory requirements of.Standard Provision-'S.2.· . 

The 'discharger'shall implement the above monitoring, program on the first ,day of the 
'month following theeffedive date of coverage under thes~,gen~ra'l WDRs. 

i 

\ 
I 
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I 
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AITACHMENT B 

STATE WATER ~ESOURcES CONTROL BOARD (SWRC8) 

STAN'DARD PROVISIONS AND REPORTING FOR 
WAStE DISCHARG5 REQUIRJ:MENTS 

A. General Provisions 

1. Dutyto'Mitigate' 

rhe discharger shall t~ke all reasonable steps to mirii~izeOr prevent any 
discharge in violation of this Order which has '8,. re,asonable likelihood of 
adversely affecting human,health at the environmen~, inCluding such 
accelerated or additional monitoring as requested by the appropriatE!' 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) ,or Executive Officer to' 
determine the, nature ~nd impact of the violation. "., 

2. 'puty to Comply 

The discharger must comply with all conditions of these waste discharge 
reqUirements. Violations may, result-.in enforceme'ht actions, including, 
Regional Board orders or court orders requiring corrective action or imposing 
ciyil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation ofthese Waste' 
discharge requirements by the Regional, Board. [California Water Code ' 
(OWe) Sections 13261,13263,13265,13268,13300, 13301 1 13304,an~ 
13350] , , 

3. Change 10 OwnershiJ2 

The discharg~r must notitY the Executive Officer, in writing at least 30' days 
in advance of any propose,d transfer of this Order's responsibility an4 " 
coverage to a new discharger. The notice must include a written agreement 
between the, existing and new discharger containing a specific date for the' 
transfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage between the current 
discharger and the new discharger. 'This agreement snail include an , 
acknowledgment that the'existing discharger is liable for'VioJations up'.to the, 
transfer date and that the new discharger is liable from the transfer date on; 
[eWC 13267 a'rirl13?63,] , 

'") , 
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4. Terminatfon 

5 .. 

6. 

, . 
Where the discharger becomes aware that it failed to su~mit Clny relevant 
facts' in a Report of Waste Discharge or 'submitted incorrect information in a 
Report of Waste Discharge or'in any report submitted the Regional Board, it ' . , 

.shall promptly submit such. facts or information. [eWC 13260 and 132671 
, . " . 

Hazardous Releases 

E'xcept for a discharge which is in complia~ce with these waste discharge 
requirements, 8!1Y' person who,.wi-thout regard to intent or negligenc,e, . 
ca,!Jses or permits any hazardous sUbstance or sewage ,to be discharged in 
or on any wat~rs of the, 8tate, or discharged or deposited where it is, or 

" probably will be, discharged in o"r on any waters oUhe' state, shall, as soon 
as (a) that person has knowledge of the discharge, (b)' notification is . 

. possib,e, and (c) notification can be provide.d 'Without substantially impeding 
cleanup or other emergency meapures, immediately notify the Office of 
Emergency Services of'the discharge in accordance with 'th.e spill reporting, 
provision of the State. toxic disaster cOr)tingency' plat:! adopted pursuant to ' 
Article 3.7, (commencing with Section 8574.7) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of 
Title 2 of the :Governi}1ent Coqe, arid ,immediately notify the State Board or 
the appropriate Region-a'l Board of the discharg.e. ,This provision does not 
require reporting of any discharge of less than a reportable quantity as ' 

. provided for under ,sLlbdivisions (1) and (g) of Se'ction 13271 of the Water ' 
, Gode unless the discharger is'in violation of a prohibition in the applicable 
Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan). [CWC 1'327-1 (an ' 

Treatment Failure . 

In an enfor~emen't action, it shall not be a defense for the discharger that it 
,. would have 'been necess?lry:to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in 

order to maintain compliance with ~,his Order .. Upon 'r~dlJction, loss:, or failure . 
, of the treatment facility, the discharger shall, to the extent nece~sary to 

maintain compliance with·this Order, control production or all discharges'; or 
both, u'ntil the facility is restored or an ~Iternative method of treatment is 
·provided. This. provision applies, for example, when the pri~ary source of 
p9~er of the tre.atment fa,ciiity fails, is redu~ed, Cir is lost. [CW9 13263 (1)] 
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7; Endangerment of Health and Environment 

The discharger shall report any noncomplIance that may e,ndanger health or 
the environment. Any information shall be prov"ided ora'Uy within 24 hours, 
from the time the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances., A written 
submission shall also be provided within five days of the time th~ discharger 
.becomes ,aware ,of the circumstances: ,The written'submission shall contain ' 
(1) a description ,of the noncompliance and its cause, (2) the period of. 
noncompliance, including e'xact dates and times,; (3) jf the noncompliance 
has not been 'corrected"the anticipated time"itis expected to continue; and 
(4) the steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, a,nd prevent 
reoccurrence of the noncomplia~ce. The appropriate RWQCB Exe.cutive , 
Officer o"t ,an authQrized representative may waive the written report on a 
c~se.by~case bC3sis ifthe oral rep'ort hats beeD received with'in 24 hours. The 
fol/owing shall be included as information that must be reported within 24 
hours: 

, ,(1) , Any bypass from any portion of the treatment facility. 

,Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting' 
from'sewer line breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other, 
circumstances~ 

, ' 

(3) ,Any treatment prant upset which causes the effluent limitation 
of this Order to ,be exceeded. ' 

, , 

[ewe 13,263 and 13267] 

'S. Operator Certification 

'S'u~ervisor~ a~d' operators of municipal Yv'astewater treatm'erit plants and 
privately owned facilitres regulated by the PUC, used in the treatment or 

, reclamation of sewage'alid industrial waste shall possess a certificate of 
appropr"iategrade in accordance with Title 23, California Code of ' 
Regulations Section 3680,' $tate Boards may accept experience in'lieu of 
qualification training: In lie\.! of a pro'parly certlfied, wastewater treatment 

. plant operator, the State Board may approve use 01 a'waste treatment plant 
operator of appropriate grade certified by the State De'partment of Health 
Services where" reclamation is involyed. 

. ' 

, 
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Each plant shall b~ operated arid maintained in accordanc'e with the 
Qperation and maintenance manual prepared by the'municipality through the: 
Clean Water Grant Program. [CWe Title 23, Section' 2233(d)] 

e. Monitoring' and 'Reporting ~equiremerits. 

.. ' 

1. Monitoring 'a nd 'Records ·[Title 23, ·(California 'Code 'of Reg ulations (CCR)" 
Di.v. 3, Chapter 14:] . : 

. . 
a. Sample;; and measurements taken for·the purpose of monitoring 

shall be repre.sentative of the. m,?nito~ed activity. . 

b. Records of monitoring information shall include: . . 
(1)' The date, exact plac;e, and tIme of sampHhg or measurements; 

.. . .' 
(2) 'The indivldual(s) who performed the sampling or 

measurements; , .' . 

(3). The date(s)'analyses were performed; 

(4).· .The individual(s) who performed :the an~lysis; 
.. 

(5) . The analyticaltechniques or methods used; and· 

,(6) The results of such.analyses. 

c. Monitoring results must be conducte.d according to test procedures 
under 40 CFR Part 136 o~, in the case of sfudge use or disposal, 
approved under40 CFR Part 136 un!ess otherwise spec,ifie.d in. 
40 CFR Part 503 or unless other test procedur~s·have. been .' 

specified in this permit. ... 

2. Signat6ri Reguirem~nts [40 CFR 122.41 (k)](40 ·CFR··1'22.2~l . 
. 

a. . All appli~ation r.eports .or information to be' submitted to the RWQCB 
Executive Officer shall be signed and. certified a,s follows: ' .'. . '. '.' 

(1) For a corpor~tion: . by a pr'incipal executive officer or at least 
the level of viqe president; 

'. 

" 
For a partnership or sale proprietorship: by a. gene~a.1 partner 
or the proprietor,' respectively; or . 

.......... '.' - I 

I 
1 

. \ 
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(3) For a municip,ality, State, Federal, or other public- agency: by 
either a principal executive officer or ranking"elected official. 
For purposes of this provision, a principal executive officer of a 

'Federal agency includes: the chief executive officer having 
responsibility for the overall operations of a prj.r;cipai 

, geographic unit of the agency (e.g., Regional Administrators of 
U.S EPA).' ' ' , .. ,' 

b. All reports required by this Order and other information requested by 
the RWQCB, or SWRCB shall be signed by a person described in 
paragraph (a) of this prqvision or by a duly authorized representative 
of that person. A person is a' duly authorized repres'emtative only if: ' 

. (1) The authorization is made in writing' by a p~rson, described in 
paragraph (a) of this provision; 

'(2) The authorizatio'n specified eifher an individual or a position 
'havin'g responsibility for .the overall operation of the regulated 
facility or activity, sUch,as the position of plant manager, 
operator of a well or a well field, superint~ndent, position of 
equivalent responsibility, or an individu'al or pos'ition having 

"overall responsibility for environmental matters for the 
company' (a duly'authorized representative may thus be either 
a named individual or any individual, o~cupying a named ' 
position) and, 

, (3) The written authorization is submitted to the RWQCB 
Executive Officer. .. 

" , 

,~. Ifan a1,.lthorization under paragraph (~) oft~fs provision is nOlonger 
accurate because' a different' individual or pqsition has responsibility 
for the overall operation of the facility, a new authorization' satisfying 

, the requiremehtsof paragraph (b) of this provision must be submitted 
to the RWQCB Executive Officer prior to or toge~her with any reports, 
information, or applications, to be signed by ~n a:uthorized " 
.represerttat.ive. ' 

. ,,) 
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Any person signing a docul}lent.under paragraph.(a). or (b) of this 
provision shall make the following certiflca~ion: 

'. "I certify under penalty of law that.this documeht arid all 
· attachments were 'prepared under my direction or' 

supervis.ion ill accordance with a system designed to 
_ .assure·that qualified, p~rsonRel properly gather· and . 

. evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry .' 
. . 'ofthe person or persons who manage the' system or 

those persons directly respon.~ible forgatherinfl' the 
· information, the il1formation submitted is,.to the best of 
my kn0wledge and. belief, true, accurate,' and complete. I 

. . am aware that there are significant penalties for 

. submitting false informatiori, including the possibility of . 
· fine and imprisO'l}ment fo~ knowing Violations." 

. .' 
. [ewc 13263, 13267, and 13268] . . 

. . 
3. Monitoring ReQ.orts . 

• ,. ~..,; Monit,oring results shall be reported atthe intel'/a/s s'pecified in 'the 
permi~. " '. 

b. 

,9. .' 

Manito'ring 'r~suits must be reported 0';' a Dis~harge Monitoring 
Report '(DM~) form O'r forms "approved by the 'RWQC8 or SWRCB for 

, reporting results of monitoring"'of pOllutant$ and sludge use or 
.disposal practices. . . 

; .. '. ..' " 

Calculations for all limitations which.require· averaging cif ". 
'measure'ments shall.'utilize an arithmetic· mean I./nless otherWIse 
specified in this pe~mit. 

4. planned Gbanges. . 

The di.schargershall file ~lth the appropriate' RWQCB a report of waste 
discharge at least 120 dayS be.fore making any material"chang·e or. proposed 
qh$l"lge in the"character,locatiqn or volume of the discharge. 
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5. Compliance Schedufes 
. ., 

Reports.of compliance or noncompliance with interim and final requirements 
contained in any' c'ompliance schedule of this permit shall be submitted no 
lat~r than 14 days following each schedule date.' If reporting noncompliance, 
the report shaH include a description af the reason for failure to comply, a 
des.cript.!on .andsthedule ·:of tasks necessarY to achieve compliance and an 
estimated date for' achieving full compliance. A final report shall be 
submitte~ within ten working days OT achiev.ing full compliance, documenting 

. fu'lI compliance: ...' , . 

6. Qthe[.Noncomplfant:~ 

.' The discharger shall report all instances oT noncompliance not reported 
, under Provisions (8.31; (S.4), ·and. (8.5) afthe·time monitoring reports are 

submitted. The' reports shall contain the information .listed in Provision (8.5). . " ' 

7. Other Informatioo . 

When the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant 
facts ·in a permit application or submitted incorrect info'rmatlon in a permit 
'application, or in any report to the RWQC8, the discharger shall promptly 
submit such facts or'information. . . , . . .. ' '. 

S. False Repo.rting 

. Any person who knowingly makes any false statement, representation; or" 
certification in any record or other document submitted or required to be 
maintained under this Order, including monitoring reports'or reports of 

. compliance or noncompliance shall be subject to enforcement procedures a~ 
identified in the Order and/at in tbese Standard ProVIsions'. -

9. Anticipated Noncompliance 

The discharger shall giv~.advance notic~ to the. RWQCB of any pianned ' _ 
changes Iii the permItted facility o'r activity which may result in 
noncompliance with permit requi~e:mehts. 

. . 

" , 

. , 
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c. : enforcement Provisions 

1.' The provisions 'in this enforcem~nt section shall'not'act as a limitation on the 
statutory or regulatory a'uthority of the appropriate .. ~WQCB or SWRCB. ' 

2'" Any vi:olation' of this Order c~nstitutes violation of the California Water Code 
. ~Od regulafions. adopted thereund'erand is basisfor .. enfor:cementaction, . 

permit termination, permit revocation and reissuance, denial.of an 
application, for permit reissuanye ora combilif3,tlon thereof. ", . 

3, 

4. 

The appropriate R0aCB may impose admini~tratjve Civil liability, may refer 
a discharge~ to the State Attorn'ey General to seek civil monetary'penalties, 
may seek inj.unctive relief) or take other 'appropriate enforcement action as. 
provided in'the California Water Code or federal law for violation of SWRCB 
or RWQCB orders. ': . . , , . . .' . 

It shall not be a defense for a ·discharger in an enforcement action that it 
. would have been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in o'rder 
to maintain 'compliance ~jth the' conditions of this Order. " 

.. ', , 
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