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Objectives

• Familiarize onsite wastewater treatment
• Update on activities and regulation
• How work fits in with other permits
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• Background
• Local Agency Management Program 

(LAMP) Development Status
• Santa Barbara LAMP Implementation
• Permitting Activities
• Impaired Groundwater Basins
• Ongoing Activities
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Background
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Terms

• Local Agency Management Program 
(LAMP) 

• Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
(OWTS, or septic systems)

• Local Agency
• Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR)
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Water Quality
• Excellent treatment if properly

– Planned
– Designed
– Sited
– Installed
– Operated
– Maintained
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Water Quality

• Cause water quality impacts if
– Too densely spaced
– Poorly designed, installed, operated, 

maintained
• Pollute surface and groundwater

– Pathogens and nitrates
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1994 Basin Plan
• San Martin
• San Lorenzo Valley
• Carmel Valley
• Carmel Highland
• Prunedale
• El Toro
• Shandon
• Templeton

• Santa Margarita/ Garden 
Farms

• Los Osos/ Baywood Park
• Arroyo Grande
• Nipomo
• Upper Santa Ynez Valley
• Los Olivos/Ballard
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Legal Context

• Prohibits discharge of waste 
– Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) or
– Waiver of WDRs

• OWTS Policy 2013
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OWTS Policy

Tier Description
0 Existing

1 Low-Risk 

2 LAMP

3 Advanced Protection Management Program
4 Requiring Repair
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LAMP Development Status
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LAMPs Approved

• Santa Barbara County (2015)
• Santa Clara County (2015)
• Monterey County (2018)
• Ventura County (2018)
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No LAMP

• Grover Beach
• Pismo Beach
• Guadalupe
• Paso Robles
• Morgan Hill

• Vandenberg 
• City of Santa 

Barbara
• Santa Maria
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LAMPs In Progress

• City of Atascadero
• San Luis Obispo County
• Santa Cruz County
• San Benito County
• San Mateo County
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LAMP Reviews

• Complies with OWTS Policy 
– Siting and Design Requirements
– Groundwater Monitoring Programs
– Processes and Technical Ability
– Alternative Treatment
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Santa Barbara LAMP Implementation
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Santa Barbara LAMP

• Implementation 2015
• Regular Public Outreach
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Permitting Activities
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Permitting Activities

• Discussions with Local Agencies
• Working with State Board and Legal
• Providing Information to Public
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Impaired Groundwater Basins
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Impaired Groundwater Basins

• Advanced Groundwater Protection 
Management Program

• Draft Protocol
• Santa Ynez River Valley / Los Olivos
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Ongoing Activities
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Ongoing Activities

• LAMP Development and Review
• Permitting Outreach
• Impaired Groundwater Basin Protocol
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WDR Program Work

• Wastewater treatment plants
• Recycled water projects
• Wineries
• Dairies
• Fruit and vegetable processing
• Rocket launching

31



Questions
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