
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Public Notice of Remedial Action Plan

Former Valeteria Dry Cleaners
6519-6539 Highway 9, Felton, CA

August 7, 2020
The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Coast Water Board) is 
providing this notification to the landowners, residents/occupants, tenants, and 
interested parties near this groundwater cleanup site to notify you of upcoming cleanup 
actions and to solicit comments. This notification describes the site background, 
proposed cleanup approach, and the next steps in cleanup.
El propósito de este documento es proporcionar información ainquilinos y propietarios 
del área circundante sobre mitigaciónde vapor provisional. Si desea obtener 
información en español, póngase en contacto con Hector Hernandez al (805) 542-4641.
Introduction
The Central Coast Water Board is the State regulatory agency responsible for overseeing the 
soil and groundwater investigation and cleanup at the former Valeteria Dry Cleaners (Site). The 
Site is located at 6519-6539 Highway 9 in Felton, California. The areas where remediation 
activities will take place, include the properties of the Former Valeteria Dry Cleaners (onsite 
area) and portions of Highway 9 and other properties downgradient towards the San Lorenzo 
River (offsite area) which is approximately 250 to 300 feet to the east–northeast of the Site. Soil 
and groundwater in the onsite area and groundwater in the offsite area is polluted with 
chlorinated volatile organic compounds, including tetrachloroethene (PCE), related to historical 
dry-cleaning activities. The purpose of this notification is to provide the public with a summary of 
the proposed groundwater cleanup activities planned at the Site by Trinity Source Group, Inc. 
(Trinity) and Integral Consulting Inc. (Integral) on behalf of the responsible party, Valeteria LLC, 
and to solicit your comments.

Site Background
The coin operated Valeteria Dry Cleaners reportedly operated between 1960 and 1962. Dry-
cleaning solvent wastes are suspected to have been disposed into the onsite septic system. 
The cleaning solutions and dry-cleaning machines were reportedly removed from the property in 
1962. After 1962, a portion of the property was leased to other dry-cleaning businesses and the 
space was reportedly used as a pick-up/drop-off point with the dry-cleaning operations occurring 
at other locations. In the 1980s, PCE was detected in surface water samples from both the San 
Lorenzo River and springs on the river’s western bank. Subsequent assessment activities in the 
1990’s and 2000’s included a passive soil gas survey, additional surface water sampling, septic 
system sludge sampling, aquifer testing, and installation and sampling of numerous 
groundwater monitoring wells and soil borings. Initial remedial activities were conducted in 2002 
with the removal of the historical septic tank and 325 cubic yards of surrounding soils from the 
onsite area. An on- and offsite area soil vapor assessment was conducted in 2008 followed by 
installation of a soil vapor extraction and sub-slab venting (SVE) system in 2009. The onsite 
area SVE system has been operated periodically and is used primarily for soil venting. Surface 
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water sampling has been conducted at the San Lorenzo River area since 1988. A surface water 
sample collected from the San Lorenzo River in 2015 indicated a concentration of PCE at 2.2 
micrograms per liter (µg/L). Surface water samples collected in 2019 from springs on the hillside 
adjacent to the San Lorenzo River indicated a maximum concentration of PCE at 540 µg/L. 
Groundwater monitoring has been conducted at the Site since 1991. Groundwater samples 
collected in 2020 from onsite well MW-3 indicated a concentration of PCE at 16,000 μg/L and 
from offsite area wells MW-11B and IW-2A indicated concentrations of PCE at 2,900 μg/L and 
3,300 μg/L, respectively.
Proposed Cleanup Approach
As described in the July 21, 2020 Remedial Action Plan (RAP1), groundwater remediation will 
be performed using a combination of insitu enhanced reductive dechlorination with insitu 
chemical reduction by way of injection wells, and application of a downgradient permeable 
reactive barrier using a reagent and colloidal activated carbon. The proposed injection and 
barrier locations are shown on the attached map (Figure 2). These types of injections and 
barriers are very common; this remediation method has been successfully used across the 
nation to enhance the removal of and reduce the concentrations of contaminants in 
groundwater.

Next Steps in Cleanup
The Central Coast Water Board plans to approve the RAP after consideration of public 
comments. Central Coast Water Board staff will oversee the implementation of the RAP and the 
post-remediation groundwater and surface water monitoring activities and will determine when 
the cleanup is complete.

Public Comment Period
The public has 30 days to comment on the proposed RAP and copies of the RAP and other 
reports are available under the “Site Maps/Documents” tab on the GeoTracker website: 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=SLT3S2381350 
If you would like more information or wish to comment on the information provided, please 
contact Ms. Amber Sellinger at the Central Coast Water Board. All interested parties are 
required to submit their comments to the Central Coast Water Board in writing (by email or 
letter) on or before September 6, 2020 to be considered. Comments should be sent to:

Ms. Amber Sellinger
Central Coast Water Board

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

(805) 549-3866
Email: Amber.Sellinger@waterboards.ca.gov 

If you would like to receive future correspondence on this cleanup site, please contact Ms. 
Sellinger and request to be added to the interested parties’ mailing list for this Site.

1https://documents.geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/esi/uploads/geo_report/7234997093/SLT3S2381350.P
DF 
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