UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION iX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
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John Robertson, Executive Director

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Re: Amendment to the Central Coast Basin Plan to Revise Beneficial Uses and to Make Editorial
Changes

Dear Mr. Robertson:

I 'am pleased to approve the subject Amendment to revise beneficial use designations and make
editorial changes pursuant to Section 303(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and 40 CFR §§
131.5 and 131.6." The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finds that the revised
designated uses are appropriate and will provide protection for several water bodies in the
Central Coast Region.

The revised designated uses apply to water bodies in “Amendment 1” of the enclosure. EPA
finds that these revised uses are reasonable and appropriate for the protection of human health
and aquatic organisms as described in the Basin Plan Amendment. In addition, the revisions
summarized in the enclosure as “Amendment 2” through “Amendment 9,” include clarifications
that correct errors or omissions in previous versions of the Basin Plan. Although these revisions
do not result in any regulatory changes from current law, these revisions make changes in tables
and text related to water quality standards and are also subject to the EPA’s review and
approval.?

EPA is not acting on the Amendment’s revisions to the mercury objective for aquatic
organisms. On May 2, 2017, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted statewide fish
tissue mercury water quality objectives for the protection of human health and wildlife. Since the

! The Basin Plan Amendment (R3-2016-0030) was approved by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control
Board on July 28, 2016 and by the State Water Resources Control Board on November 15, 2016 (Res. No. 2016-
0058). The Office of Administrative Law approved the Basin Plan Amendment on March 16, 2017. The public
process leading to the Resolutions, which includes notice of opportunity for public comment, public meetings, and
written response to comments, is consistent with the procedural requirements of CWA section 303(c) and its
implementing regulations, including 40 CFR § 131.30.

? As required under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, EPA evaluated whether approval of the designated use
revisions would affect federally-listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat. EPA
determined that the action will have no effect on listed species or their critical habitat.
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new mercury objectives supersede the Amendment’s mercury objective for aquatic organisms,
and EPA approved the State Board’s action, no further action is necessary concerning the
revisions to the mercury objective in the Central Coast Basin Plan.

The Amendment includes other editorial changes that do not constitute new or revised water
quality standards subject to the EPA’s review and approval.

I look forward to our continued partnership to protect the designated uses of California’s waters.
Please call me at (415) 972-3337, or direct your staff to Matthew Mitchell with any questions at

(415) 972-3508.
Sinj,
T \jri,/

Tomads Torres Septrmber 27,2017
Director, Water Division

Enclosure

cc: Steve Saiz (CCWQCB)
Rebecca Fitzgerald (SWRCB)



Enclosure

Deletions to the Basin Plan are shown as stricken, while additions are shown as underlined.

Amendment 1

Amendments to Basin Plan Table 2-1, Identified Uses of Inland Surface Waters. Some
waterbody names are included for comparative purposes only.

Hydrol.
Unit

Waterbody Names

NN

YoV
Oud

QNI
MO
T-034

Z-03d

alm

al1oo

INYVM

UOIN

NMdJS

1018
JdvY

153
HS3Yd

AVYN
MOd
WINOD

vNOV

s
T13aHS

Sasy
HVIN

304

Newell Creek

[B3

306

Los-Carneros Creek

B3

3

309

Old Salinas River Estuary,

downstream of Potrero Rd.

x

>

>

>

x

Tembladero Slough

I><

Espinosa Lake

Espinosa Slough

Salinas Reclamation Canal

Gabilan Creek

XXX [ X1X

<1

>

Alisal Creek

EIES

Blanco Drain

Old Salinas River

1<

3

B34

Salinas River Lagoon (North)

312

Orcutt Creek

EdEJES

313

Shuman Canyon Creek

X I X T XX

Casmalia Canyon Creek

315

Arroyo Paredon

X I X[ X | X

X || X ]| X[ X

XX ITXTX|IXTIX XXX X[X]X]X

XIXITXIXITXIIX X IPX|X]X|X]|X]X

XIXTTX|X[|X[IX|XTX]TX]|X]XTX][X

<

XKPX XX XX T X

X< | X | X jiX

XIX[XITX XX XX X]|X]|X]|X|X




Amendment 2

Edit Table 2-1 by restoring the “X” in the REC-1 column for the Salinas River, downstream of
the Spreckles Gage. Table 2-1 is also corrected with water body names as follows:
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Waterbody Names il e 217 = T zZ| > ~
X 1X X{x|x|{x|x|x X X
Salinas River, dnstr downstream of Spreckels
Gage
0ld Creek, downstream from Whale Rock Res. | X | X XX X]X X XXX X
Old Creek, upstream_from Whale Rock XXX XXX X | XXX X X X X
Res.
Arroyo Grande Creek, downstream from Lopez| X | X XXX [X]|XiX]| XX X X X
Res.
Arroyo Grande Creek, upstream from Lopez XIX XXX XX XX XXX X X
Res.
Sisquoc River, downstream _from San Rafael XX XKIXPX[ XXX [ XXX X
wilderness boundary
Sisquoc River, upstream from San Rafael X XIX| XXX XXX X X
wilderness boundary
Cuyama River, downstream from Twitchell XX XX XX X X X
Res.
Cuyama River, upstream from Twitchell Res. XEX XX XXX XXX X X X X
Santa Ynez River, downstream from Cachuma XIXPX XXX XXX XXX X X X
Res.
Santa Ynez River, upstream from Cachuma XXX XXX XXX XXX X X X
Res.
Glen Annje Creek XIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIX[X]X[X X X X




Amendment 3

Edit Table 2-1 by adding an “X” in the SAL column for Soda Lake in the Carrizo Plain
Hydrologic Unit:

Amendment 4
Revise Basin Plan Chapter 2, section IL.S as follows:

ILS. Preservation of Biological Habitats of Special Significance (BIOL)

Uses of water that support designated areas or habitats, such as established refuges, parks,
sanctuaries, ecological reserves, or Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS), where the
preservation or enhancement of natural resources requires special protection. ASBS are those
areas designated by the State Water Resources Control Board as requiring protection of species
or biological communities to the extent that alteration of natural water quality is undesirable.

The following areas have been designated Areas of Special Biological Sienificance in the
Central Coastal Basin:

fum—y

Afio Nuevo Point and Island, San Mateo County

Pacific Grove Marine Gardens Fish Refuge and Hopkins Marine Life Refuge, Monterey
County

Point Lobos Ecological Reserve, Monterey County

Carmel Bay, Monterey County

Julia Pfeiffer Burns Underwater Park, Monterey County ‘

Ocean area surrounding the mouth of Salmon Creek, Monterey County

Channel Islands, Santa Barbara County - San Miguel, Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz

0

N[OV [ @

An ASBS designation implies the following requirements:

1. Discharge of elevated temperature wastes in a manner that would alter water quality
conditions from those occurring naturally will be prohibited.

2. Discharge of discrete, point source sewage or industrial process wastes in a manner that
would alter water quality conditions from those occurring naturally will be prohibited.

Waterbody Names %gggéﬁgggggggiﬂgzgggké
Pajaro River Hydrologic Unit 305
soda Lake (305] LTI DI T T I T T T I T
Carrizo Plain Hydrologic Unit 311 '
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3. Discharge of waste from nonpoint sources, including but not limited to storm water
runoff, silt, and urban runoff, will be controlled to the extent practicable. In control

programs for waste from nonpoint sources, Regional Boards will give high priority to
areas tributary to ASBS.

Delete Basin Plan Chapter 2, section I1.X as follows:




Revise header (only) in Basin Plan Table 2-2 as follows:

Table 2-1. Existing and Anticipated Uses of Coastal Waters?
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Pescadero Pt. to Pt. Afio Nuevo - E E E E E E E -~ E
Pt. Afio Nuevo to Soquel Pt. E E E E E E = - == E
Pt. Afo Nuevo and Island E E - - E - - E E E
Salinas River to Pt. Pinos E E Sk E E: E R -~ - E
Monterey Harbor A E i E Ev E A E - --
Pacific Grove Marine Gardens “E E - - E - E E E E
Hopkins Marine Life Refuge E E - -- E -- E E E E
El Estero E E = - E E - E - E

Amendment 5

Revise reference to drinking water standards in Chapter 3, section I1.A.2.a for water quality
objectives for surface water MUN use as follows:

MUNICIPAL AND DOMESTIC SUPPLY (MUN)

Organic Chemicals

Allinland surface waters, enclosed bays, and estuaries shall not contain concentrations of organic chemicals in excess of the
maximum contaminant levels for primary drinking water standards specified lmitingconcentrations-setforth in California Code
of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 15, Article 5.5, Section 64444.5, Table 64444-A5-and-isted-inTable 3-1. This
incorporation-by-reference is prospective, including future changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

Inorganic Chemicals Censtituents

Waters shall not contain concentrations of inorganic chemicals eenstituents in excess of the maximum contaminant levels for
primary drinking water standards Hmits specified in California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Article-4; Chapter 15,
Article 4, Sections 64431 and 64433.2 64435, Tables 2 and 3-as-listed-inTable3-2. This incorporation-by-reference is
prospective, including future changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

Radioactivity

Waters shall not contain concentrations of radionuclides in excess of the limits specified in California Code of Regulations, Title
22, Division 4, Chapter 15, Article 5, Sections 6444264441 and 64443, Fable4._This incorporation-by-reference is prospective,
including future changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.




Revise reference to drinking water standards in Chapter 3, section II.A.4.a for water quahty
objective for groundwater MUN use as follows:

MUNICIPAL AND DOMESTIC SUPPLY (MUN)

Organic Chemicals

Ground waters shall not contain concentrations of organic chemicals in excess of the maximum contaminant levels for primary
drinking water standards specified limiting-cencentrationsset-forth in California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4,
Chapter 15, Article 5.5, Section 64444-5, Table 64444-A5-and listedin-Table-3-1. This incorporation- by-reference is prospective,
including future changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

Inorganic Chemicals Censtituents

Ground waters shall not contain concentrations of inorganic chemicals esastituents in excess of the maximum contaminant
levels for primary drinking water standards erits specified in California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 15,
Article 4, Sections 64431 and 64433.2 64435, Tables-2-and-3._This incorporation-by-reference is prospective, including future
changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

Radioactivity

Ground waters shall not contain concentrations of radionuclides in excess of the limits specified in California Code of
Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 64443-Fable4- This incorporation-by-reference is prospective,
including future changes to the incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

Remove outdated Tables 3-1 and 3.2 and renumber remaining tables accordingly:
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Amendment 6

Revise Table 3-3 as follows:

Table 3-3. Guidelines for Interpretation of Quality of Water for Irrigation?

Water Quality Guidelines

Problem and Related Constituent No Problem Increasing Problems Severe
Salinity®
EC of irrigation water, mmho/cm <0.75 0.75-3.0 >3.0
Permeability
EC of irrigation water, mmho/cm >0.5 <0.5 <0.2
SAR, adjustede <6.0 6.0-9.0 >9.0
Specific ion toxicityd from root absorption®
Sodium (evaluate by adjusted SAR) <3 3.0-9.0 >9.0
Chloride
me/L <4 4.0-10 >10
mg/L <142 142 - 355 >355
Boron, mg/L. <0.5 0.5-2.0 2.0-10.0
Specific ion toxicityd from foliar absorptions(sprinklers)
Sodium
me/L <3.0 >3.0 -
mg/L <69 >69 --
Chloride
me/L <3.0 >3.0 -
mg/L <106 >106 -
Miscellaneousf
NH4 - N, mg/L for sensitive crops <5 5-30 >30
NO3 - N, mg/L for sensitive crops <5 5-30 >30
HCO3 {only with overhead sprinklers)
me/L <1.5 1.5-8.5 >8.5
mg/L <90 90 - 520 >520
pH Normal range 6.5-8.4 -~

Interpretations are based on possible effects of constituents on crops and/or soils. Guidelines are flexible and should be modified when
warranted by local experience or special conditions of crop, soil, and method of irrigation.

b Assumes water for crop plus needed water for leaching requirement (LR) will be applied. Crops vary in tolerance to salinity. Referto tables
for crop tolerance and LR. The mmho/cm x 640 = approximate total dissolved solids {TDS) in mg/L or ppm; mmho x 1,000 = micromhos.

¢ Adjusted SAR (sodium adsorption ratio) is calculated from a modified equation developed by U.S. Salinity Laboratory to include added effects of
precipitation and dissolution of calcium in soils and related to COs + HCOs concentrations.

To evaluate sodium (permeability) hazard: ~ Adjusted SAR = Na/[1/2 {Ca + Mg)] ¥2[1+ (8.4 - pHc)].
Refer to Appendix A-26 for calculation assistance.

SAR can be reduced if necessary by adding gypsum. Amount of gypsum required (GR) to reduce a hazardous SAR to any desired SAR (SAR
desired) can be calculated as follows:

2(Na f

GR=|——%e
SAR’desired

—(Ca+Mg)|234

Note: Na and Ca + Mg should be in me/L. GR will be in Ibs. of 100 percent gypsum per acre foot of applied water.

d  Most tree crops and woody ornamentals are sensitive to sodium and chloride (use values shown). Most annual crops are not
sensitive (use salinity tolerance tables). For boron sensitivity, refer to boron tolerance tables. A source of tolerance tables is
“Agricultural Salinity and Drainage,” University of California Water Management Series publication 3375, revised 2006.




e Leafareas wet by sprinklers (rotating heads) may show a leaf burn due to sodium or chloride absorption under low humidity/high evaporation
conditions. (Evaporation increases ion concentration in water films on leaves between rotations of sprinkler heads.)

f Excess N may affect production or quality of certain crops; e.g., sugar beets, citrus, avocados, apricots, etc.(1 mg/L NOsz - N =2.72 Ibs. N/acre
foot of applied water.} HCO3 with overhead sprinkler irrigation may cause a white carbonate deposit to form on fruit and leaves.

Amendment 7

Replace “median” with “mean” at Chapter 3, section II.A.3 as follows:
“Median Mean values, shown in Table 3-7 for surface waters, are based on available data.”

“It must be recognized that the median mean values indicated in Table 3-7 are values
representing gross areas of a waterbody-water-body.”

Add “Mean” to title of Table 3-7 caption:
“Table 3-7. Mean Surface Water Objectives, mg/L”
Amendment 8

Amend the Basin Plan use of “basin” and subbasin when referring to surface waters:

Santa Cruz Coastal > Big Basin HU (304) Ch5,IV.B 1
San Lorenzo River -—> Big Basin HU (304) Chs5, IV.B 1
Aptos-Soquel Creeks > Big Basin HU (304) Chs, Iv.B 1
Pajaro River -> Pajaro River HU (305) 0
Carmel River -—> Carmel River HU (307) Table 3-7 1
Monterey Coastal > Santa Lucia HU (308) Table 3-7 and Ch. 5, IV.B 2
Salinas River — Salinas HU (309) Ch1,iltand Ch 4, VII.C.3 4
and Ch 5, V.H.4

-> Bolsa Nueva HU (306) Misspelled in Tbl 2-1 0

-—> Estrella River HU {317) 0
San Luis Obispo Coastal > Estero Bay HU (310) Chs5,1V.B 1
Soda Lake Basin -> Carrizo Plain HU (311) 0
Santa Maria River -—> Santa Maria HU (312) Chi, i 1
San Antonio Creek -—> San Antonio HU (313) Chs, IV.B 1
Santa Ynez River > Santa Ynez HU (314) 0
Santa Barbara Coastal -—> South Coast HU (315) Chs, IV.B 1
{(notin 75 BP) —> Santa Barbara Channel Islands | Fig. 2-1 0

HU (316)




Amendment 9

Add or remove citations to specific Appendix documents according to the following table:

Basin Plan
: ; . ; Basin Plan section | section to add
Appendix . ; i i , 3 o o
Number - Title of Appendix Document that now cites the specific .
: general Appendix Appendix
citation
A-1 State Policy for Water Quality Control (1972). none Ch.2-intro
Ch.5-1
Ch.5-1.A
A-2 Statement of Policy with Respect to Maintaining High Quality of Ch.3-ILA Ch.5-
Waters in California (Anti-degradation Policy), State Water Board
Resolution No. 68-16. Ch.5-1.8
A-3 Water Quality Control Plan for Control of Temperature in Coastal Ch.3-ILAL Ch.5-
and Interstate Waters and Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California h h
(Thermal Plan). Ch.3-1LA.2 Ch.5-1.C
A-4 Water Quality Control Policy for the Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of | none Ch.5-
California (Bays and Estuaries Policy).
Ch.5-1.D
A5 Power Plant Cooling Policy. none Ch.5-1
Ch.5-1.E
A-6 Reclamation Policy, State Water Board Resolution No. 77-1. none Ch.5-1
Ch.5-1.F
A-7 Shredder Waste Disposal Policy, State Water Board Resolution No. none Ch.5-
87-22.
Ch.5-1.G
A-8 Underground Storage Tank Pilot Program, State Water Board none Ch.5-
Resolution No. 88-23.
Ch.5-1.H
A-9 Sources of Drinking Water Policy, State Water Board Resolution No. | Ch.2-1. Ch.5-
88-63.
Ch.2-ll Ch.5-L1
A-10 Nonpoint Source Management Plan. none Ch.5-
Ch.5-1.
A-11 Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean Waters of California (1990) Ch.3-I.A.1 Ch.5-
{Ocean Plan).
: Ch.4-IV.A.L Ch.5-1.K




Basin Plan section

Basin Plan

: : section to add
Appendix [ o ; : : ~ i,
Number Title of Appendix Document that now cites the specific
: -general Appendix Appendix
. citation
A-12 Discharges of Municipal Solid Waste Policy, State Water Board Ch.4-v.L Ch.5-1
Resolution No. 93-62.
Ch.5-1.L
A-13 Sewerage Facilities and Septic Tanks in Urbanizing Areas in the none Ch.5-VLA
Central Coast Region, Resolution No. R3-69-1. (This appendix
document will be removed because it is superseded by the OWTS
(To be Policy. See section 4.5.1 of this document, above.)
deleted)
A-14 Acceptance of Monterey County Board of Supervisor's Ordinance none Ch.5-VL.B
Applying Development Restrictions to the Bays Hills (Bay
Farms/Hillcrest), Resolution No. R3-86-2.
(To be (This appendix document will be removed because it is superseded
deleted) by the OWTS Policy. See section 4.5.1 of this document, above.)
A-15 Acceptance of Monterey County Board of Supervisors' Ordinance none Ch.5-VI.B
Applying Development Restrictions to the Area within the San Lucas
County Water District, Resolution No. R3-87-5.
(To be (This appendix document will be removed because it is superseded
deleted) by the OWTS Policy. See section 4.5.1 of this document, above.)
A-16 Policy Regarding Beneficial Use of Qil Field Waste Materials in the Ch.5-vi.C none
Santa Maria Oil files. Central Coast Water Board Resolution No. 73-
Ch.4-Vi.K.4
5.
(Previously
Deleted) (Deleted in 2011 Basin Plan via R3-2005-13.) (I.?em'ove these
citations)
A-17 Adopting Amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan And Ch.4-VI.K.4 none
Requesting Approval from the State Water Board, Central Coast .
Water Board Resolution No. R3-89-04 as amended by Resolution Ch.5-VILH
No. R3-2005-0013. Ch.5-VL.I
A-18 Recommendation to the State Water Board Concerning the none Ch.5-VI.D

Designation of Terrace Point in Santa Cruz County as an Area of
Special Biological Significance, Central Coast Water Board
Resolution No. R3-76-10.
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Appendix

Basin Plan section

Basin Plan
section to add

Number _ Title of Appendix Document that now cites the specific
‘ general Appendix Appendix
citation
A-19 Supporting Approval of the Clean Water and Water Conservation none Ch.5-VILE
Bond Law of 1978, Central Coast Water Board Resolution No. R3-78-
04.
(To be . , , .
deleted (This appendix document and the reference in Chapter 5, section
eleted) VI.E will be removed because they are outdated and unnecessary.)
A-20 Regarding Marina County Water District's Petition to Delete the none Ch.5-VLLF
Southern Monterey Bay Discharge Prohibition Zones from the Basin
Plan, Central Coast Water Board Resolution No. R3-79-06.
A-21 Certification of Santa Cruz County's Wastewater Management none Ch.5-VI.G
Program for the San Lorenzo River Watershed, Central Coast Water
Board Resolution No. R3-87-04.
A-22 Policy Regarding Disposal of Highway Grooving Residues. none Ch.5-VILH
A-23 Waiver of Regulations of Specific Types of Waste Dischargers. Ch.5-VLI none
A-24 Interpretation of Minimum Parcel Size Requirements for On-Site Ch.5-VL.J none
Sewage Systems, Central Coast Water Board Resolution No. R3-91-
04.
(To be . . . o
deleted (This appe ndix document will be removed because it is superseded
eleted) by the OWTS Policy. See section 4.5.1 of this document, above.)
A-25 Appreciation for Discharger Compliance, Central Coast Water Board | Ch.5-VI.K none
Resolution No. R3-93-04.
A-26 Support Miaterial for Calculating Adjusted Sodium Absorption Ratio | Table 3-3 none
(SAR) Area.
A-27 Nipomo Individual Sewage Disposal System Prohibition Area Ch.4-Vill.D.3.i none
Description.
A-28 San Lorenzo Valley Class | Area. Ch.4-VilL.D.3.i none
(Previously | (Deleted ir1 2011 Basin Plan via R3-95-04). (Remove citation)
Deleted)
A-29 San Lorenzo Valley Class Il Area. Ch.4-VHI.D.3.i none
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Basin Plan section

Basin Plan
section to add

Appendix , ;
l\:)lf)mber Title of Appendix Document that now cites the specific
: ‘ e ' general Appendix Appendix
citation
(Previously | (Deleted in 2011 Basin Plan via R3-95-04). {Remove citation)
Deleted)
A-30 Los Osos Baywood Park Individual and Community Sewage Disposal | Ch.4-VIil.D.3.i none
System Prohibition Area, Central Coast Water Board Resolution No.
Ch.4-V1.B.6
R3-83-13.
A-31 Preliminary List of Potential Toxic Hot Spots. Ch.4-VLF none
A-32 Salinas Ground Water Basin and Sub-Areas. Table 3-8, none
footnote “f”
A-33 Paso Robles Ground Water Basin and Sub-Areas. Table 3-8, none
footnote “f”
A-34 Santa Maria Ground Water Basin and Sub-Areas. Table 3-8, none
footnote “f”
A-35 Lompoc Ground Water Basin and Sub-Areas. Table 3-8, none
footnote “f”
none “A table containing the Summary of Waste Management Strategies | Ch.4-VI.K none

for Discharge of Waste to Land is provided in the appendix.”

(Remove citation)
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