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ANNUAL COMPLIANCE FORM REQUIREMENT 
The purpose of the electronic Annual Compliance Form (ACF) is to provide updated 
information to the Central Coast Water Board to assist in the evaluation of water quality 
and progress towards compliance with the Agricultural Order. This information includes, 
but is not limited to, implementation of management practices, treatment or control 
measures, or changes in farming practices. 

The ACF is required and must be submitted annually by March 1, for all Tier 2 and Tier 
3 ranches/farms. The ACF is optional for Tier 1 ranches/farms. This form is entirely 
online and must be accessed by logging into the Operation’s GeoTracker account. 

Dischargers should complete and update the ACF based on information from the last 12 
months. To submit the ACF the discharger must click “Save & Submit” at the end of the 
form. The date of the last submittal is shown at the top of the form, and dischargers 
should update information as necessary. 

INFORMATION NEEDED 
Unless otherwise state in the instructions, all reporting should be based on the past 12 
months and up to the present. 

· Operation and ranch/farm name; 
· Primary source(s) of irrigation water; 
· Average nitrogen concentration of the primary irrigation water source 
· Crop type(s); 
· Irrigation type(s); 
· Stormwater discharger characteristics; 
· Irrigation discharge characteristics; 
· Tile drain discharge characteristics; 
· Water containment characteristics; 
· Water quality management practices; 
· Water quality improvement projects. 

SECTION A: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

Access eNOI and verify or update information by logging into the Operation’s 
GeoTracker account. 

SECTION B: IRRIGATION WATER 

The primary irrigation water source is the one that provides the greatest percentage of 
irrigation water for the ranch/farm. 

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/esi/login.asp?referer=%2Fesi%2FDefault%2Easp
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/esi/login.asp?referer=%2Fesi%2FDefault%2Easp
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SECTION C: TOTAL NITROGEN APPLIED REPORTING 

Annually by March 1, dischargers with Tier 2 or Tier 3 ranches/farms growing any high-
risk crop must report the total annual nitrogen applied per crop per acre for all crops 
grown. 

To comply with the total nitrogen reporting requirement, dischargers must keep proper 
documentation and records necessary to report total nitrogen applied, including: 

· Crop type(s) and rotation(s); 
· Annual acres of each crop (if a crop is grown in more than one rotation 

during the annual reporting period, record the sum acres per crop); 
· Total nitrogen applied from all sources in any product, form, or 

concentration including, but not limited to, organic and inorganic fertilizers, 
slow release products, compost, compost teas, manure, and extracts; 

· Average nitrogen concentration in irrigation water applied during the 
annual reporting period, in the calculated or estimated nitrogen load; 

· Total nitrogen present in the soil prior to the first application of fertilizer to 
the crop, or prior to the first application of fertilizer to the first crop in 
rotation if multiple crops are grown during the reporting period; 

· The underlying basis for total nitrogen applied. 

SECTION D: IRRIGATION NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN REPORTING 

By March 1, Tier 3 ranches/farms must report the effectiveness of their certified 
Irrigation Nutrient Management Plan (INMP). The INMP must be certified by a 
Professional Soil Scientist, Professional Agronomist, or Crop Advisor certified by the 
American Society of Agronomy, or similarly qualified professional. The certification must 
indicate that the expert has reviewed documentation and results, evaluated total 
nitrogen applied relative to typical crop nitrogen uptake and removal at harvest, 
considered potential nitrate loading to groundwater, and conducted field verification to 
ensure accuracy of reporting. 

The INMP effectiveness report must evaluate reductions in nitrate loading to surface 
water and groundwater based on reduced fertilizer use and improved irrigation and 
nutrient management practices. Evaluation methods used may include, but are not 
limited to, analysis of groundwater well monitoring data or soil sample data, or analysis 
of trends in nitrogen application data. 

SECTION E: STORMWATER DISCHARGE CHARACTERISTICS 

Stormwater discharge is surface water runoff that leaves the ranch/farm from 
precipitation in excess of what can infiltrate the soil surface and be stored in small 
surface depressions. 
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SECTION F: IRRIGATION DISCHARGE CHARACTERISTICS 

Irrigation discharge is surface water runoff that leaves the ranch/farm following 
application of irrigation water in excess of what can infiltrate the soil surface and be 
stored in small surface depressions (i.e., tail water). 

SECTION G: TILE DRAIN DISCHARGE CHARACTERISTICS 

Tile drains are subsurface drainage that remove excess water from the soil profile, 
usually through a network of perforated tile tubes installed 2 to 4 feet below the soil 
surface. Tile drains allow excess water to leave the field and lowers the water table to 
the depth of the tile over the course of several days. Discharge stops once the water 
table has been lowered to the tiles. 

SECTION H: WATER CONTAINMENT CHARACTERISTICS 

Containment structures refer to any type of structure built to collect or contain any water 
for uses including, but not limited to, irrigation storage, settling ponds, irrigation and/or 
stormwater runoff collection, and frost control. 

SECTION I: WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Dischargers should refer to their Farm Water Quality Management Plan (Farm Plan) to 
complete this section and identify on-farm water quality practices implemented to 
resolve water quality problems in their area in the last 12 months. Management 
categories include nutrient management, irrigation management, pesticide 
management, sediment management, and erosion control. For each of these categories 
evaluate methods used to assess the effectiveness of practices implemented and 
assess results or outcomes that demonstrate progress towards water quality 
improvement. 

If selections are not available on the list provided, dischargers must describe them in 
the Farm Plan and submit to the Water Board, upon request. 

SECTION J: WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

Participation in specific water quality improvement projects with other dischargers. 
Provide information about the type and scale of the project. If selections are not 
available on the list provided, dischargers must describe them in the Farm Plan and 
submit to the Water Board, upon request. 

SECTION K: INDIVIDUAL SURFACE WATER DISCHARGE REPORTING 

Annually by March 1, a subset of Tier 3 dischargers must submit Individual Surface 
Water Discharge Reporting. 
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SECTION L: WATER QUALITY BUFFER PLAN REPORTING 

Annually by March 1, a subset of Tier 3 dischargers must submit Water Quality Buffer 
Plan Reporting. 

QUESTIONS AND ASSISTANCE 

If you have questions, or need assistance please contact Irrigated Lands Program Staff 
at AgNOI@waterboards.ca.gov or (805) 549-3148. 

Information about the Agricultural Order’s regulatory requirements and associated 
Monitoring and Reporting Programs is available on the Central Coast Water Board’s 
Irrigated Lands Program website: 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/water_issues/programs/ag_waivers/ 

mailto:AgNOI@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/water_issues/programs/ag_waivers/
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SAMPLE ANNUAL COMPLIANCE FORM 
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