
 

 
 

 

29 March 2019 
 
 
Greg Jones 
Nevada Irrigation District 
1036 West Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
7018 3090 0000 5203 5434 

            
            
ORDER AMENDING CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION; NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, COMBIE 
RESERVOIR SEDIMENT AND MERCURY REMOVAL PROJECT (WDID#5A29CR00068A1), 
NEVADA AND PLACER COUNTY 

This Order responds to the 24 April 2018 request for an amendment of the Combie Reservoir 
Sediment and Mercury Removal Project (Project) Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
(WDID#5A29CR00068).  The original Water Quality Certification (Certification) was issued on 
14 December 2012.  The requested amendment is hereby approved.  The original Certification 
is therefore amended as described below.  Please attach this document to the original 
Certification.   

AMENDMENT: 

The Nevada Irrigation District is requesting an amendment to the project description, timeframe 
of implementation, name of applicant representative, and agent information.   

The Certification is amended as shown in underline/strikeout format in Attachment A. 

APPLICATION FEE RECEIVED: 

No fee was required for this amendment.  Total fees of $640.00 for the original Certification 
were received on 3 November 2012.  The fee amount was determined as required by California 
Code of Regulations, title 23, sections 3383(b)(3) and 2200(a)(3), as was calculated as category 
F - General Orders for CEQA Exempt Projects (fee code 19) with the dredge and fill fee 
calculator. 

CENTRAL VALLEY REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD CONTACT: 

Greg Hendricks, Environmental Scientist 
11020 Sun Center Drive #200 
Rancho Cordova, CA  95670-8114 
Greg.Hendricks@waterboards.ca.gov 
(916) 464-4709 

 



Nevada Irrigation District - 2 - 29 March 2019 
Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury Removal Project 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: 
 
I hereby issue an Order amending the existing Clean Water Act, Section 401 Technically 
Conditioned Water Quality Certification for the Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project Project (WDID#5A29CR00068A1).  All other conditions and provisions of the 
original Water Quality Certification and any previously approved amendments remain in full 
force and effect, except as modified based on the conditions of this Order.  Failure to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the original Water Quality Certification, previously approved 
amendments, or of this Order may result in suspension or revocation of the Water Quality 
Certification. 
 
Original Signed By Jim Marshall for: 
 
Patrick Pulupa 
Executive Officer 
                                                                                                                           
Enclosure: Attachment A: Amended 401 Water Quality Certification 

cc: [Via email only] (w/enclosure)  

 Sam Ziegler 
United States EPA 
Ziegler.Sam@epa.gov 
 

Jason Muir 
NV5 
Jason.Muir@nv5.com 
 

 CWA Section 401 WQC Program 
Division of Water Quality 
State Water Resources Control Board 
StateBoard401@waterboards.ca.gov 

Melissa France (SPK-2009-00913) 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Sacramento District Office 
SPKRegulatoryMailbox@usace.army.mil 
 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
Region 2 
R2LSA@wildlife.ca.gov 
 

cc: (w/enclosure)  

 Bill Jennings 
CA Sportfishing Protection Alliance 
3536 Rainier Avenue 

 Stockton, CA 95204 
 



Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
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14 December 2012 

Timothy Crough Greg Jones

Nevada Irrigation District 

1036 West Main Street 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

7011 2970 0003 8939 7233 

CLEAN WATER ACT §401 TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY 

CERTIFICATION; NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, COMBIE RESERVOIR SEDIMENT AND 

MERCURY REMOVAL PROJECT (WDID#5A29CR00068), NEVADA AND PLACER 

COUNTIES 

This Order responds to your 3 November 2010 application submittal and supplemental 
information submitted on 29 August 2012 for the Water Quality Certification of a reservoir 

dredging project dredging 45 acres of waters of the United States. 

This Order serves as certification of the United States Army Corps of Engineers' Nationwide 

Permit #16 (SPK #2009-00913) under§ 401 of the Clean Water Act, and a Waste Discharge 
Requirement under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. 

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION STANDARD CONDITIONS: 

1. This Order serves as a Water Quality Certification (Certification) action that is subject to

modification or revocation upon administrative or judicial review, including review and
amendment pursuant to § 13330 of the California Water Code and § 3867 of the

California Code of Regulations.

2. This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any

discharge from any activity involving a hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission (FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the

pertinent Certification application was filed pursuant to§ 3855(b) of the California Code
of Regulations, and the application specifically identified that a FERC license or

amendment to a FERC license for a hydroelectric facility was being sought.

3. The validity of any non-denial Certification action shall be conditioned upon total

payment of the full fee required under § 3833 of the California Code of Regulations,

unless otherwise stated in writing by the certifying agency.

4. This Certification is valid for the duration of the described project. This Certification is no
longer valid if the project (as currently described) is modified, or coverage under§ 404 of
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                                                Attachment A
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Nevada Irrigation District 
Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project 

- 7 - 12 December 2012 

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD CONTACT: 

Trevor Cleak Greg Hendricks, Environmental Scientist 

11020 Sun Center Drive #200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114 

tcleak@waterboards.ca. gov greg.hendricks@waterbaords.ca.gov

(916) 464-4684 (916)-464-4709

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT: 

The Nevada Irrigation District is the Lead Agency responslble for compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act for the Combie Reservoir Sediment Removal Project pursuant to 

§ 21000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code. The Nevada Irrigation District certified a

Mitigated Negative Declaration on 23 September 2009 (State Clearingh0use Number

2009072068).

The Central Valley Water Board is a responsible agency for the project. The Central Valley 

Water Board has determined that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is in accordance with the 

requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act and is valid pursuant§ 21167.3(b) of 

the Public Resources Code. 

The Central Valley Water Board has reviewed and evaluated the potentially significant impacts 

to water quality identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The various mitigation 

measures discussed in the Mitigated Negative Declaration to reduce and minimize project 

impacts are required by this Certification. 

With regard to the remaining impacts identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration the 

corresponding mitigation measures proposed are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 

other public agencies. 
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Nevada Irrigation District 
Combie ReseNoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project 

- 9 -

PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 

Application Date: 3 November 201 O 

Supplemental Information: 29 August 2012 

Applicant: Timothy Crough Greg Jones

Nevada Irrigation District 

1036 West Main Street 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Applicant Representatives:   Carrie Monohan Jason Muir
The Sierra Fund H&K An NV5 Company

432 Broad Street 792 Searls Avenue

 Nevada City, CA 95959 Nevada County, CA 95959

12 December 2012 

Project Name: Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury Removal Project (Project) 

Application Number: WDID#5A29CR00068 

Type of Project: Reservoir Dredging Project 

Timeframe of Project Implementation: 1 January 2013 2018 through 31 December 2018 2023

Project Location: Section 36, Township 14 North, Range 8 East, MDB&M. 

Latitude: 39°02'02'' N and Longitude: 121 °03'62" W 

County: Placer and Nevada Counties 

Receiving Water(s) (hydrologic unit): Comble Reservoir, Bear River, Sacramento Hydrologic 

Basin, Bear River Hydrologic Unit #516.33, Lake Combie HSA 

Water Body Type: Reservoir 

Designated Beneficial Uses: The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and 

San Joaquin River Basins, Fourth Edition, revised October 2011 (Basin Plan) has designated 

beneficial uses for surface and ground waters within the region. Beneficial uses that could be 

impacted by the project include, but are not limited to: Municipal and Domestic Water Supply 

(MUN); Agricultural Supply (AGR); Industrial Supply (IND); Hydropower Generation (POW); 

Groundwater Recharge (GWR); Water Contact Recreation (REC-1); Non-Contact Water 

Recreation (REC-2); Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARM); Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD); 

Preservation of Biological' Habitats of Special Significance (BIOL); Rare, Threatened, or 

Endangered Species (RARE); Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MIGR); Spawning, 

Reproduction, and/or Early Development (SPWN); and Wildlife Habitat (WILD). A 

comprehensive and specific list of the Beneficial Uses applicable for the project area can be 

found at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/index.shtml. 
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Nevada Irrigation District 
Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project 

- 10 - 12 December 2012 

303(d) List of Water Quality Limited Segments: Combie Reservoir is the receiving water for the 

Project. Combie Reservoir is listed on the 303(d) list for Mercury. This Project will not impact an 

already impaired water body. The most recent list of approved water quality limited segments can 

be found at: 

http://www. waterboards. ca. gov /water _issues/programs/tmdl/integrated201 0. shtm I. 

Project Description: The Project will involve suction dredging and excavation of approximately 45 

acres of Combie Reservoir. The purpose of the project is to restore capacity and recreational 

opportunities in Combie Reservoir. The dredge material will be treated through a treatment 

process to remove mercury and other contaminants. Dredge material will then be transported to a 

processing plant and the return water will be discharged to a containment pond located adjacent 

to the reservoir. Prior to discharging water to the reservoir the process water from the sediment 

and mercury removal system will be discharged into a clarifier tank or settling basins, series of 

tanks or settling basins, to allow for settling of solids and associated constituents of concern 

(COCs). Prior to any discharge of process water to Combie Reservoir, samples will be obtained 

from the clarifier or basin and analyzed for turbidity, suspended solids, temperature, mercury and 

other COCs. No discharge will occur until analytical result confirm that the processed water/

treatment process achieves basin plan objectives. The Project will not involve the discharge of 

dredged or fill material into waters of the United States. Activities covered by the certification are 

limited to the discharge of return water from the process area to the containment pond. 

The Project will be conducted over a five year period and will remove approximately 135,000 

tons cubic yards of sediment. Sediment will be removed using a floating barge electric suction 

dredge, bucket dredge, excavation in combination with and mechanical centrifuge dewatering 

system. The dredge material will be sand and gravel slurry that will be pumped from the dredge 

site through a pipeline along the levee road to a mobile separation dewatering system. Material 

will then be fed directly to the mercury removal equipment. (The Project will use a Knelson 

Concentrator to remove mercury from the dredge material.) 

Activities covered by the certification are limited to the discharge of return water from the process 

area to the containment pond. 

Preliminary Water Quality Concerns: Construction activities may impact surface waters with 

increased turbidity, temperature and settleable matter. 

Proposed Mitigation to Address Concerns: The Nevada Irrigation Distdct will implement Best 

Management Practices to control sedimentation and erosion. All temporary affected areas will be 

restored to pre-construction contours and conditions upon completion of construction activities. 

The Nevada Irrigation District will conduct turbidity, temperature and settleable matter testing 

during in-water work, stopping work if Basin Plan criteria are exceeded or are observed. 

Excavation/Fill Area: None 

Dredge Volume: Approximately 135,000 cubic yards of sediment will be dredged from 

45 acres of waters of the United States.
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Nevada lrr1gation District 
Combie ReseNoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project 

- 11 - 12 December 2012 

 United States Army Corps of Engineers File Number: SPK #2009-00913 

United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit Type: Nationwide Permit #16 

California Department of Fish and Game Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement: 

1600-2010-0180-R2. 

Possible Listed Species: Hardhead, California red-legged frog, Northwestern pond turtle, Bald 
Eagle, California Black rail, Brandegee's clarkia. 

Status of CEQA Compliance: The Nevada Irrigation District approved a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration on 23 September 2009 (State Clearinghouse Number 2009072068). 

The Central Valley Water Board filed a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse as 

a responsible agency within 5 days of the date of this Certification. 

Compensatory Mitigation: The Central Valley Water Board is not requesting compensatory 
mitigation for the Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury Removal Project. 

Application Fee Provided: Total fees of $ 640.00 have been submitted to the Central Valley 

Water Board as required by § 3833(b)(3)(A) and § 2200(a)(3) of the California Code of 
Regulations. 
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