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Doug Roderick CERTIFIED MAIL
Nevada Irrigation District 91 7199 9991 7035 8365 0753
1036 West Main Street

Grass Valley, CA 95945

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY; GENERAL 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION ORDER
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, NID CENTENNIAL DAM-
EXPLORATORY DRILLING PROJECT, (WDID#5A29CR00100), NEVADA COUNTY

On 21 August 2016, the Nevada Irrigation District (Applicant) filed a notification requesting
coverage under the 19 April 2012 State Water Resources Control Board’s Clean Water Act
Section 401 Water Quality Certification of United States Army Corps of Engineers’ 2012
Nationwide Permits (General Certification). After review of the notification and the supplemental
material submitted by the Applicant, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Central Valley Water Board) has determined that the NID Centennial Dam (Project) qualifies for
enrollment under this General Certification. The proposed activity will take place within 0.002
acre of waters of the United States.

The Central Valley Water Board is certifying this Project under United States Army Corps of
Engineers Nationwide Permit # 6, Survey Activities, subject to the conditions and the notification
requirements described in the Nationwide Permit (“Special Conditions”). This Notice of
Applicability is being issued under the General Certification pursuant to § 3838 of the California
Code of Regulations.

A copy of the General Certification is enclosed. You can also find the General Certification on
the State Water Resources Control Board's website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/generalorders/nwp_401.p
df.

The Project must proceed in accordance with the requirements contained in this Notice of
Applicability and the General Certification. The Project is described in the notification form
requesting coverage under the General Certification, dated 22 August 2016, and supplementary
information (Application Package). If the Project is modified from that described in the
Application Package, then coverage under the General Certification is no longer valid.

KarL E. LongLey ScD, P.E., cHair | PameLa C. Creepon P.E., BCEE, execuTivE OFFIGER
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Nevada Irrigation District -2- 19 October 2016
NID Centennial Dam-Exploratory Drilling

PROJECT LOCATION:

The Project activities will occur in an area inaccessible by road access. The nearest road is
Wild Iris Lane in Grass Valley. Hiking or the use of a non-motorized boat is necessary to reach
the site. To reach the access point, take Highway 20 west, continue onto California Highway
49 south, left onto Combie Road, continue onto Magnolia Road, right onto Rutherford Road,
continue onto Wild Iris Lane. The Project will temporarily impact approximately 72 square feet
on the north bank of the Bear River in Nevada County.

Section 30, Township 14 North, Range 9 East, MDB&M.
Latitude: 39°02'19.64" ; Longitude: -121°01'27.01

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The NID Centennial Dam-Exploratory Drilling Project (Project) consists of geotechnical drilling to
ensure there are no fatal flaws at a potential dam site. A 5-inch diameter bore hole will be
drilled under the Bear River. The bore hole will be approximately 175 feet deep, angled 45
degrees southward, and located on the north bank of the river. The flow of the Bear River is
expected to be about 70 cubic feet per second in October and November.

Field preparation will begin with hand-grading less than one cubic yard of surface material to
create a level area for the drill rig. Approximately five willow shrubs less than 1.5-inches in
diameter at breast height may need to be trimmed or removed. The drill pad will be covered
with a plastic sheet so a 6-foot by 12-foot self-contained drill rig could be placed using a
helicopter. The drilling method would be rotary-wash coring and use a steel conductor casing to
drill into the underlying rock. Approximately 500-gallons of river water would be circulated as
drilling fluid to bring the drill cuttings from the hole. Upon completion of drilling, approximately
24 cubic feet of Portland cement will be used to backfill the hole, per Nevada County
Environmental Health Department regulations. The drilling fluid will be placed in drums and
removed via helicopter for disposal at American Integrated Services in the City of Suisun.

APPROXIMATE TIMEFRAME OF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION:
19 October 2016 through 30 May 2017

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS:

1. Asrequired by California Water Code 8§ 5101, the Applicant shall file with the State Water
Resources Control Board a Statement of Water Diversion and Use prior to 1 July of the
following year.

If you have any questions regarding this Notice of Applicability, please contact Peter G. Minkel,
Engineering Geologist, at 916-464-4684 or Peter.G.Minkel@waterboards.ca.gov.

Original Signed By Adam Laputz for:

Pamela C. Creedon
Executive Officer
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NID Centennial Dam-Exploratory Drilling

Enclosure: State Water Resources Control Board Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification of United States Army Corps of Engineers 2012 Nationwide Permits

Kathy Norton

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Sacramento District Headquarters
1325 J Street, Room 1350
Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

Department of Fish and Wildlife (Electronic

copy only)
R2LSA@wildlife@ca.gov

Bill Orme (Electronic copy only)
State Water Resources Control Board
StateBoard401@waterboards.ca.gov

Joe Morgan (Electronic copy only)
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Morgan.Joseph@epa.gov

Robin Kent (Electronic copy only)
HDR Inc.
Robin.Kent@hdrinc.com
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