CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R5-2007-XXXX
REQUIRING THE CITY OF COLFAX
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
PLACER COUNTY
TO CEASE AND DESIST
FROM DISCHARGING CONTRARY TO REQUIREMENTS

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, (hereafter Regional
Water Board) finds that:
1.

On XX June 2007 the Regional Water Board adopted Waste Discharge Requirements
(WDR) Order No. R5-2007-XXXX (NPDES Permit No. CA0079529) prescribing waste
discharge requirements for the City of Colfax (hereafter Discharger), Wastewater
Treatment Plant (hereafter Facility), Placer County.

2.

The Discharger owns and operates a sewage collection system and wastewater
treatment plant, and provides sewerage service to the City of Colfax. The wastewater
treatment plant includes a storage reservoir to hold excess treated or partially treated
flows. The storage reservoir is unlined and has approximately 69,000,000 gallons of
storage capacity. It consists of dam/levee on the downstream side of the reservoir. The
dam has a spillway, approximately 4 feet below the top of dam, to prevent overtopping
and damage to the dam. The storage reservoir is unlined and constructed over bedrock
in an area of several natural springs. Seepage from the reservoir has occurred since its
initial use in 1979 and the seepage flow is a function of the amount of water stored in the
reservoir. The facility previously discharged treated domestic wastewater and storm
water to land and treated seepage wastewater from the storage reservoir to an unnamed
tributary to Smuthers Ravine, a water of the United States. However, due to concerns
over pathogens and/or chlorine in the seepage discharges, the Discharger modified its
treatment system and proposed to place a liner in the storage reservoir to prevent further
wastewater seepage. The facility now treats domestic wastewater and collected seepage
from the storage reservoir in an interim tertiary treatment system and discharges all the
effluent to the unnamed tributary to Smuthers Ravine. The Discharger has not yet
dewatered the storage reservoir for installation of a liner. Installation of a liner will not
prevent further groundwater seepage under the liner, but it would prevent further
wastewater seepage.

3.

WDR Order No. R5-2007-XXXX contains Discharge Prohibition A which reads as follows:
“A. Discharge of wastewater at a location or in a manner different from that described in
the Findings is prohibited.”

4.

Although the discharger currently captures seepage at the base of the dam and returns it
to the storage reservoir, it is possible that wastewater seepage bypasses this collection
system or occurs at other locations and discharges to surface water in violation of
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Discharge Prohibition A. Therefore, the Discharger violates or threatens to violate
Discharge Prohibition A, of WDR Order No. R5-2007-XXXX.
5.

The Regional Water Board adopted Cease and Desist Order (CDO) No. 5-01-181 on 14
June 2001 to require the Discharger to comply with requirements of Waste Discharge
Requirements Order No. 5-01-180 due to discharges of wastewater over the spillway of
the storage reservoir, and problems with the seepage disinfection system in place at that
time. These problems have been corrected, and CDO No. 5-01-181 is no longer
necessary.

6.

Section 13301 of the California Water Code (CWC) states in part, “When a regional
board finds that a discharge of waste is taking place or threatening to take place in
violation of requirements or discharge prohibitions prescribed by the regional board or the
state board, the board may issue an order to cease and desist and direct that those
persons not complying with the requirements or discharge prohibitions (a) comply
forthwith, (b) comply in accordance with a time schedule set by the board, or (c) in the
event of a threatened violation, take appropriate remedial or preventative action. In the
event of an existing or threatened violation of waste discharge requirements in the
operation of a community sewer system, cease and desist orders may restrict or prohibit
the volume, type, or concentration of waste that might be added to such system by
dischargers who did not discharge into the system prior to the issuance of the cease and
desist order. Cease and desist orders may be issued directly by a board, after notice and
hearing, or in accordance with the procedure set forth in Section 13302.”

7.

Issuance of this Order is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq.), in accordance with Section
15321(a)(2), Title 14, California Code of Regulations.

8.

On XX June, 2007, in Sacramento, California, after due notice to the Discharger and all
other affected persons, the Regional Water Board conducted a public hearing at which
evidence was received to consider a Cease and Desist Order under CWC section 13301
to establish a time schedule to achieve compliance with waste discharge requirements.

9.

Any person adversely affected by this action of the Regional Water Board may petition
the State Water Resources Control Board to review this action. The petition must be
received by the State Water Resources Control Board, Office of the Chief Counsel, P.O.
Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812-0100, within 30 days of the date on which this action
was taken. Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions will be provided
on request.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT Cease and Desist Order No. 5-01-181 is rescinded, and,
pursuant to CWC Section 13301:
1.

The Discharger shall comply with the following time schedule to ensure compliance with
Discharge Prohibition A in WDR Order No. R5-2007-XXXX as described in the above
Findings:

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R5-2007-XXXX
CITY OF COLFAX, WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY
PLACER COUNTY

3

Task
Submit workplan and schedule for ceasing wastewater seepage discharges
from storage reservoir.

Date Due
60 days after adoption
of this order

Submit Progress Reports, including discussion of compliance with workplan
and schedule

1 October 2007
1 January 2008
1 June 2008

Full compliance with Discharge Prohibition A

1 October 2008

2.

For the compliance schedules required by this Order, the Discharger shall submit to the
Regional Water Board on or before each compliance report due date, the specified
document or, if appropriate, a written report detailing compliance or noncompliance with
the specific schedule date and task. If noncompliance is being reported, the reasons for
such noncompliance shall be stated, and shall include an estimate of the date when the
Discharger will be in compliance. The Discharger shall notify the Regional Water Board
by letter when it returns to compliance with the time schedule.

3.

If, in the opinion of the Executive Officer, the City of Colfax fails to comply with the
provisions of this Order, the Executive Officer may apply to the Attorney General for
judicial enforcement or issue a complaint for Administrative Civil Liability.

4.

Any person signing a document submitted under this Order shall make the following
certification:
“I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar
with the information submitted in this document and all attachments and that,
based on my knowledge and on my inquiry of those individuals immediately
responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the information is true,
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment.”

I, PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and
correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central
Valley Region, on XX June 2007.

_______________________________
PAMELA C CREEDON, Executive Officer

