
CEQA Scoping Meeting
March 2017



Purpose of Meeting

Solicit public comments on 
environmental impacts and 
alternatives for the proposed 
project.

3/15/2017 Ammonia WQOs CEQA Scoping Slide 2



Who are We?
State Water Resources Control Board and 
nine Regional Boards 

Central Valley Water Board protects water 
quality by:
Adopting water quality control plans (Basin 
Plans)
Issuing waste discharge permits
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What is a Basin Plan?
Designates beneficial uses
Establishes water quality objectives 
Describes an implementation plan
Describes monitoring & surveillance 
program

3/15/2017 Ammonia WQOs CEQA Scoping Slide 4



Where 
is this 
Project 
Located

?
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What is this Proposed Project?
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 Evaluate water quality criteria to protect 
aquatic life from ammonia

Amend the Basin Plans if needed



Why Ammonia?

A critical pollutant due to its  potential adverse 
impact on aquatic life 
May cause lower reproduction and growth or death

 Toxicity depends on pH and temperature
Un‐ionized ammonia (NH3 )
 Ionized ammonia (NH4+) 
Higher pH, higher toxicity
Higher temperature, higher toxicity
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What Beneficial Uses are Most 
Sensitive?
 Fish and Wildlife Uses
Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD)
Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARM)
Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MIGR)
Spawning, Reproduction, and/or Early 
Development (SPWN)
Wildlife Habitat (WILD)
Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Species (RARE)
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What are Potential Sources?
Effluent from Wastewater Treatment Plants
Runoff from Irrigated Agricultural 
Operations

Fish Hatcheries
Urban Stormwater Dischargers
Others
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What are Existing Conditions?
Numeric criteria for un‐ionized ammonia 
only for Tulare Lake Basin

Narrative water quality criteria for toxicity 
that prohibit the discharge of substances 
in concentrations that produce 
detrimental physiological responses in 
human, plant, animal, or aquatic life. 
USEPA National Recommended Water 
Quality Criteria (1999)
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What is in Development?
Delta Nutrient Research Plan 

Determine whether 
nutrient concentrations
cause or contribute to
water quality problems
in the Delta.
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What are Proposed Alternatives?
No action
Add or revise numeric Water Quality 
Objectives and evaluate implementation 
program
Region wide or site specific

No new Water Quality Objectives but 
amend the implementation program
Ammonia specific guidance
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What is the Schedule?
Milestone Estimated Date
CEQA Scoping March 2017
Prepare Staff Report April-December 

2017
Public/Peer Review of Staff 
Report

Early 2018

Public Comment Period Spring 2018
Regional Board Hearing Spring 2018
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What is a Basin Plan 
Amendment Process?

Public scoping
Draft staff report
Regional Water Board adoption
State Water Board approval 
Office of Administrative Law approval
USEPA approval
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 Aesthetics
 Agricultural 

resources
 Air quality
 Biological resources
 Cultural resources
 Geology & soils
 Hazardous materials
 Hydrology & water 

quality

 Land use & planning
 Mineral resources
 Noise
 Population & housing
 Public services
 Recreation
 Transportation/traffic
 Utilities & sewer 

services



Where to Get More Information?
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralv
alley/
 Click on “Water Issues”
 Click on “Basin Plans”
 Click on “Water Quality Objectives for 
Ammonia”

Future Notifications
 Email subscription (from Website)
 Postal mail (leave name & address)
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Who do I Contact?
• Xuan (Shuen) Luo
Xuan.luo@waterboards.ca.gov
(916) 464‐4606 

• Betty Yee
Betty.yee@waterboards.ca.gov
(916) 464‐4643
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Comments
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Thank you!
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