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Basin Plan 
Amendments
Process and timeline

Betty Yee, Senior Engineer

3 October 2006
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Basin Planning

What are Basin Plans
Contents

Beneficial Uses
Water Quality Objectives
Implementation Program

Steps and Timeline
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Basin Plans

California Water Code
Water Bodies

Beneficial Uses

Water Quality Objectives

Implementation Program

Federal Clean Water Act
Water Quality Standards
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Central Valley Region

Sacramento & 
San Joaquin 
Rivers Basins

Tulare Lake 
Basin
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Beneficial Uses

Examples
MUN

WARM/COLD

Federal Regulations
“Fishable and Swimmable”

Use Attainability Analysis
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Water Quality Objectives

Examples
Drinking Water MCLs (MUN)

Dissolved Oxygen

Regulations
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Implementation Program

Actions

Time Schedules

Description of Surveillance
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Steps to Amending Basin Plans
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Studies

Scientific Justification for the Basin Plan 
amendment

Literature Review/New Studies

Alternatives
Economics
Environmental Impacts
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Pre-Hearing steps

Public Scoping Meeting/Workshop

Peer Review

Public Comment Period

Public Hearing
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Regional Board meeting(s)

Public Hearing

Adoption Meeting
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Approval Process

State Water Board

Office of Administrative Law

US Environmental Protection Agency
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Time line (Pre-hearing)

Task # Task
Min Time 
(days)

Cumulative
time (days)

0

Special Studies:
Scientific Justification for BPA (Lit Review/New Studies)
Alternative Analysis
Economics Analysis
Environmental Analysis

180 to
 >1000

1 Peer review draft staff report and CEQA Checklist 30-180 90
2 Public Scoping Meeting & Workshop 1 90
3 Peer Review 60 150

4
(Optional) Meetings w/ affected and interested 
agencies 1

5 Response to peer review comments 30-60 195

6
Develop public version of staff report and CEQA 
Checklist 30 225

7 Notice of Availability and Workshop/Hearing Notice 45 270
8 (Optional) Board Workshop 1

9

Respond to workshop comments and written 
comments rec'd no less than 15 days before 
hearing 0
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Time line (Board Meetings)

Task # Task
Min Time 
(days)

Cumulative
time (days)

10 RB Public Hearing 1 271
11 RB Adoption Meeting 60 331
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Time line (Approvals)

Task # Task
Min Time 
(days)

Cumulative
time (days)

12 Prepare Administrative Record 30 361
13 Transmit to State Board 1 362
14 SB Notice, Workshop and Meeting 60-120 452
15 Add to Administrative Record 30 482
16 Transmit to OAL 1 483
17 OAL Review 60 543

18
Respond to OAL comments and Add to 
Administrative Record 30 573

19 Submittal to USEPA 1 574
20 USEPA Review & Consultation w/ services 60 634
21 USEPA Approval 1 635
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Questions?

Contact info:
Betty Yee
916-464-4643
byee@waterboards.ca.gov


