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• Background

• East San Joaquin Petition Order

• Updated Waste Discharge Requirements

• Next Steps



Central Valley Water Board

Mission: Protect quality 
of Region’s waters for 
all beneficial uses
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• Region 5 - largest of 9

• ~ 40% of State’s area

• ~ 20% of State’s population



State Water Board

Provides oversight of 
9 semi-autonomous 
regional water boards
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• Reviews petitions filed 
against regional water 
boards 

• Sets statewide policy

• Sets program fees



Irrigated Lands 
Regulatory Program

Goal: Ensure irrigated 
lands discharges don’t 
impact beneficial uses

• ~75% state’s irrigated 
agricultural lands

• 9 General WDRs

• 14 Coalitions
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Sacramento Valley 
Water Quality 

Coalition

• >1.3 mil irrigated acres

• 13 subwatershed groups

• WDRs - March 2014

• Updated Feb 2019
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Eastern 
San Joaquin

Coalition

• WDRs – Dec 2012

• Petition Order
o February 2018
o Precedential
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Petition Order
Included requirements for
• Coalition members

• Coalitions

• Central Valley 
Water Board

9



Grower Responsibilities

• Obtain coverage 

• Implement management 
practices

• Prepare plans and reports           
on practices
o Template-based

o Stay on farm/submit to coalitions
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Coalitions Assist Members

• Explain requirements 
and how to comply

• Intermediaries between 
members and Water 
Board

• Do not enforce WDRs

11



Coalition Responsibilities

• Regional requirements and conditions

o Water quality monitoring

o Management Plans

• Work with Water Board and other coalitions

o Meet requirements of WDRs

o Report on compliance status of members
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Excess Nitrates in Groundwater

• Key issue for Petition Order

• Potential impacts

o Human health 

o Drinking water          
concerns
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Nitrogen Accounting

Nitrogen 
Applied 

(A)
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Nitrogen 
Removed 

(R)



Updated Requirements
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• Irrigation Nitrogen Management Plan (INMP)

• INMP Summary Reports (all members)

• Farm Evaluation (every 5 years)

• Process for defining nitrogen Outliers 



Updated Requirements
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• Nitrogen Removed Coefficients (R)

• Data reporting associated with 
anonymous identifiers 

• Outreach (all members)



New Requirements
• Groundwater protection formula, 

values, and targets (township-specific) 
• On-farm drinking water monitoring 

– Members/landowners

– Geotracker 

• Management Practice  
Implementation Report

• Data storage
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15 Comment Letters
• 14 from agricultural interests

– 12 from Coalition representatives/members

– California Farm Bureau Federation

– California Certified Organic Farmers

• One from Environmental Justice Organizations
– Clean Water Fund

– Community Water Center

– Leadership Counsel for 
Justice and Accountability
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Summaries of Concerns
Agriculture – increasing program costs 
and complexity; not tailored for specific 
groups

Environmental Justice – drinking water 
safety and compliance                                 
with statewide policies
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Stepwise Process

• Address Petition Order

• Address other priorities

• Irrigated pasture, wetlands, organic 
grower concerns
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Irrigated Pastures

Fall 2018 – Listening session in Upper 
Feather River Watershed 

Working with UC researchers and ranchers 
on conceptual approach to bring to 

October Board Meeting 
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22http://rangelands.ucdavis.edu/ipnmp/
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https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/
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www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/drinking_water
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