
APPENDIX G 

Draft Staff Report 
CV-SALTS Page G-1 

APPENDIX G 
 
Considerations When Implementing SMCL Water Quality Objectives When 
Developing Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
 
 
To implement the SMCLs in the Chemical Constituents section of the surface water and 
groundwater quality objectives, the Regional Water Board shall consider, as appropriate, a 
number of site-specific factors when developing WDRs, including, but not limited to:  
 

• The availability of assimilative capacity in the receiving water and compliance with the 
antidegradation and mixing zone policies where those policies apply; 

• Naturally occurring background concentrations; 

• Background concentrations due to prior anthropogenic activities where it is not feasible 
or practicable to remediate the effect of these past discharges; 

• The net effect of discharges that improve receiving water quality; 

• The potential impact on downstream beneficial uses (MUN-designated surface water 
and groundwater), including potential to impact water quality at the downstream intakes 
for a community water system and resulting costs; 

• The practicality and feasibility of achieving compliance with the SMCLs at the point-of-
discharge (including consideration of source control and pollution prevention programs, 
treatment alternatives, the cost for achieving compliance, the availability of alternative 
water supplies for drinking water, ability to pay, and other economic factors including the 
cost of non-compliance);  

• Potential for the permitted discharge to affect the concentration of constituents identified 
in Tables 64449-A and 64449-B at downstream and downgradient community water 
systems to ensure a safe drinking water supply for users, including ability of drinking 
water treatment processes to remove contaminants and the potential effect on drinking 
water treatment costs for downstream and down-gradient community water systems; 

• Evaluation of downstream or down-gradient community water system(s) to determine if a 
waiver under Title 22, section 64449.2 has been obtained or if the provisions of Title 22, 
section 64449.4 are being met; 

• The State Water Board’s Recycled Water Policy and the Central Valley SNMP’s goals to 
increase the use of recycled water, increase stormwater use, and increase water 
conservation as mechanisms to increase drought protection;  

• Modeling and any reduction in contaminants due to factors such as dilution and soil 
adsorption;  

• Where necessary and appropriate, analytical modeling to understand the fate and 
transport of SMCL constituents and effect of factors such as mixing, dilution and 
dispersion; 

• The long-term cumulative and collective impact of all discharges to the same receiving 
water; and, 
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• Other environmental considerations including, but not limited to: habitat preservation, 
support for recreational uses. 

 


