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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION 

 
SPECIAL BOARD ORDER R7-2011-0057 

AMENDING CEASE AND DESIST ORDER R7-2011-0026 
NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) 

PERMIT CA0104400 FOR THE 
CITY OF IMPERIAL, OWNER/OPERATOR 
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT 

Imperial – Imperial County 
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, (hereinafter 
referred to as the Regional Water Board) finds that: 
 
1. City of Imperial, 420 South Imperial Avenue, Imperial, CA  92251 (hereinafter, Discharger) 

owns and operates the City of Imperial Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) that provides 
sewerage services to the City of Imperial in Imperial County.  The WPCP has a rated 
capacity of 2.4 million gallons per day (MGD) and consists of an influent pump station, grit 
chamber, two parallel oxidation ditches, two secondary clarifiers, an ultraviolet disinfection 
system, and sludge drying beds.  In 2007, the facility upgraded the treatment plant with the 
addition of new headworks with bar screens, two aeration basins, and two clarifiers. 

 
2. The WPCP is a publicly owned treatment works (POTW) that discharges its effluent to the 

Dolson Drain via Discharge 001.  The Dolson Drain conveys the discharge to the Salton Sea 
via Lilac Drain, Rose Drain, and Alamo River.  The Dolson Drain, Lilac Drain, Alamo River, 
and Salton Sea are waters of the United States. 

 
3. On September 16, 2010, the Regional Water Board adopted Waste Discharge 

Requirements (WDRs) Order R7-2010-0020 (NPDES Permit CA0104400) for Discharger to 
regulate discharges of treated wastewater.  WDRs Order R7-2010-0020 contains specific 
effluent limitations, prohibitions, specifications, and provisions that were necessary to 
protect the beneficial uses of the surface and ground waters within the Colorado River Basin 
Region. 

 
4. On March 17, 2011, the Regional Water Board adopted Cease and Desist Order (CDO) R7-

2011-0026 to address violations of the final effluent limitation for copper (Cu) set forth in 
WDRs Order R7-2010-0020.  Pursuant to California Water Code (CWC) Section 13385(j)(3), 
compliance with CDO R7-2011-0026 exempts the Discharger from Mandatory Minimum 
Penalties (MMPs) for violations of the final effluent limitation for copper set forth in WDRs 
Order R7-2010-0020.  Accordingly, that exemption from MMPs became effective on the date 
the Regional Water Board adopted CDO R7-2011-0026.  Further, that exemption shall remain 
in effect until September 15, 2014, the date when the WPCP improvements must be 
completed and full compliance with WDRs Order R7-2010-0020 must be achieved, as 
specified in Ordered Paragraph 1 of the CDO. 

 
5. CDO R7-2011-0026 may be modified, rescinded and reissued, for cause.  The filing of a 

request by the Discharger for a Board Order modification, rescission and reissuance, or a 
notification of planned changes or anticipated noncompliance does not stay any Board Order 
condition.  Causes for modification include, but are not limited to, the promulgation of new 
regulations, modification of land application plans, or modification in sludge use or disposal 
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Attachment “A” 
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