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1 INTRODUCTION 

This staff report describes the proposed non-regulatory amendment to the Water Quality Control 
Plan for the Colorado River Basin to update its discussion of the Salton Sea and to correct general 
errors and outdated or obsolete information (Amendment). This Amendment addresses 2017 
Triennial Review Item 13 “Update Salton Sea Discussion and Associated Information” and Item 
14 “Correct General Errors and Outdated or Obsolete Information.”  

The Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin (Basin Plan) is designed to preserve 
and enhance water quality in the Region and to protect the beneficial uses of all regional waters 
for the benefit of present and future generations.  The Basin Plan contains the Region’s beneficial 
uses for ground and surface waters, water quality objectives to protect beneficial uses, and 
implementation programs to achieve water quality objectives.  The Basin Plan fulfills state and 
federal statutory requirements for water quality planning, thereby preserving and protecting 
ground and surface waters of the Colorado River Basin Region.  (See Water Code, § 13240; 33 
U.S.C. § 1313.)  The most recent amendment to the Basin Plan was in 2017, amending the Yucca 
Valley Septic Tank Prohibition in Chapter 4, Section II.H. 

In accordance with state and federal law, the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Regional Water Board) must keep the Region’s Basin Plan current and accurate 
via periodic review and update it as appropriate.  States are required to review their water quality 
standards at least once every three years – a process known as “triennial review.”  (See 33 U.S.C. 
§ 1313(c).)  The triennial review may result in amendments to the Basin Plan over the course of 
the three-year review cycle.  The 2017 triennial review list was adopted on November 9, 2017, by 
the Regional Water Board in a public hearing under Resolution No. R7-2017-0033. 

This Amendment proposes a non-regulatory update of the Basin Plan to incorporate 
administrative changes to provide more up-to-date information and improve clarity throughout the 
Basin Plan. The proposed changes reflect the current conditions of the Salton Sea and recent 
regulatory and legislative developments relating to thereto, as well as other editorial changes. 
When combined, the various portions of this Amendment will affect every chapter of the Basin 
Plan, as well as the cover page, the foreword, and the table of contents.  The Amendment does 
not change beneficial uses, water quality standards, or implementation provisions and imposes 
no new regulatory requirements. 

2 SPECIFIC CHANGES  

The specific changes proposed under the Amendment are discussed in the paragraphs below. 
The discussion is divided into two sections, in accordance with the Triennial Review Issues they 
address: “Editorial Changes to Update Salton Sea Discussion” and “Editorial Changes to Correct 
General Errors.”  Under those sections, the individual edits are listed in the order in which they 
appear in the Basin Plan, with the exception of editorial changes that apply throughout the Basin 
Plan (Staff Report Section 2.2.1). 

2.1 Editorial Changes to Update Salton Sea Discussion 

The Salton Sea and its watershed have long been a major focus of the Regional Water Board’s 
activities. This water body is critical to managing water quality in the region due to its size, 
recreational uses, and importance as a wildlife habitat, as well as due to ongoing environmental 
degradation, sensitivity to climate change, and the jurisdictional and political complexity of its 
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management and restoration.  Existing beneficial uses listed for the Salton Sea in Table 2-3 of 
the Basin Plan are aquaculture (AQUA), contact and non-contact water recreation (REC I and II), 
warm freshwater habitat (WARM), and wildlife habitat (WILD); a potential beneficial use of 
industrial service supply (IND) is also listed.  Because the Salton Sea Watershed is an endorheic 
basin, with no outlet to the ocean, salts and other pollutants continuously concentrate as the water 
evaporates from the surface, degrading water quality and affecting all existing beneficial uses.  
Furthermore, continued evaporation is exposing growing areas of the lakebed that are potentially 
emissive and pose a threat to air quality and human health. 

The last update to the Basin Plan concerning the Salton Sea occurred in 1992.  Since that time, 
the Salton Sea has diminished in size, salinity has long since exceeded 45,000 mg/L, and 
substantive legislative and regulatory developments have occurred that have significant impact 
on the fate of the sea.  These developments include the execution of the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement (QSA), several state legislative actions, the formation of a new Salton Sea Task Force 
in 2015, and the establishment of the Salton Sea Management Program led by the California 
Natural Resources Agency (CNRA). The Colorado River Basin Water Board is actively 
coordinating and collaborating with CNRA, the Salton Sea Authority, and individual Salton Sea 
stakeholders on the Salton Sea Management Program.  As the restoration and mitigation projects 
are developed and implemented, basin planning actions will be necessary to protect water quality 
and public health at the Salton Sea.  

The Salton Sea is discussed throughout the Basin Plan in numerous sections.  An administrative 
update to language referring to this water body is important not only in keeping the Basin Plan up 
to date, but also in providing accurate information to the public and preparing the Basin Plan for 
future amendments relating to the Salton Sea. The proposed changes to update and revise 
descriptions and graphics relating to the Salton Sea in Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 are listed below. 

2.1.1 Chapter 1 - Introduction 

Background information related to the Salton Sea that is included in descriptions of the Colorado 
River Basin Region’s geographical setting, fish and wildlife resources, and planning will be 
updated to provide clarity and reflect current conditions.  

Section V.A. Geographic Setting  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch. 1, Sec. V.A., 
Paragraph 1 

Updated reference: referenced figure will be moved as a 
result of other portions of the Amendment.  

modified for clarity 

Ch. 1, Sec. V.A., 
Paragraph 2 

Deleted information that is redundant or outdated. Modified 
geologic description of the Salton Trough. Updated 
information about geothermal industry in the region.  

revised for clarity and to 
provide current 
information 

Ch. 1, Sec. V.A., 
Paragraph 3 

Deleted information that was incorporated into proposed 
text in Ch. 1 Sec. VI.F. 

modified for clarity 

Ch. 1, Sec. V.A., 
Paragraph 4 

Modified sentence structure. modified for clarity 

 
  

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Proposed changes: 
 

 

 
 

Section V.E. Fish and Wildlife Resources  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch. 1., Sec. V.E., 
Paragraph 3 

Replaced outdated information with more detailed 
background discussion and current state of the fisheries at 
the Salton Sea. 

updated to provide current 
information 

Ch. 1., Sec. V.E., 
Paragraph 4 

Updated the names and locations of National Wildlife 
Refuges, completed the list of wildlife areas.  

updated for clarity and to 
provide current information 

Ch. 1., Sec. V.E., 
Paragraph 5 

Identified the sources of threatened and endangered 
listings. 

updated for clarity 

 
  

A 

B 

C 

D 

A 

B 

C 
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Proposed changes:  

 

Figure 1-1 “Colorado River Basin Planning Areas”  

Location in Aug 
2017 Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.B, 
End of Section 

Moved the figure from Sec. VI.B to after of Sec. VI.G; 
updated figure to improve the layout and site data sources; 
updated figure numbering according to new order. 

updated and moved for 
clarity 

Proposed changes: 

1) Delete Figure 1-1 shown in Appendix A-1 of this Staff Report. 

2) Insert Figure 1-2 shown in Appendix A-2 of this staff report at the end of Chapter 1, Section 
VI.G. 

3) Update figure cross-references as necessary. 

Section VI.C. Coachella Valley Planning Area  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.C, 
Paragraph 2 

Revised for sentence structure consistency with Section 
VI.D. and to ensure the information will not become 
outdated as water surface elevation falls. 

revised to provide current 
information 

A 

B 

C 
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Proposed changes: 

 

Section VI.D. Anza-Borrego Planning Area  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.D, 
Paragraph 2 

Revised to ensure the information will not become 
outdated as water surface elevation falls. 

revised to provide current 
information 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section VI.F. Salton Sea Planning Area  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Basin Plan Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.F, 
Paragraph 1 

Modified to clarify location information and dimensions and 
to provide current information about elevation. Added 
reference to new figure. 

modified for clarity and to 
provide current information 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.F, 
After Paragraph 1 

Inserted new text with information about the origin of the 
water body, including information moved from Chapter 1, 
section V.A. Referenced Chapter 4 Section IV.B. for more 
information. 

revised to provide relevant 
information 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.F, 
Paragraph  1 and 
Paragraph 2 

Combined last sentence of Paragraph 1 with Paragraph 2, 
deleted repeating information. 

modified for clarity 

Ch.1, Sec. VI.F, 
End of Section 

Inserted a map of the Salton Sea Watershed to provide 

relevant information. (See Appendix B.) 

added to provide relevant 
information and for clarity 

A 

B 

C 
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Proposed changes: 

 

 
In addition to the changes shown above, insert Figure 1-1 shown in Appendix B of this staff report.  

 

2.1.2 Chapter 2 – Beneficial Uses 

The administrative update to Chapter 2 of the Basin Plan modifies the language used in 
background information about beneficial uses as discussed below. 

Section II. Present Beneficial Uses   

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.2, Sec. II, 
Paragraphs 1 & 
2 (not pictured 
below) 

Inserted oxford comma in paragraph 1. Inserted comma after 
conjunction between two phrases in Paragraph 2. (These 
changes are not pictured below.) 

modified for clarity 

Ch.2, Sec. II, 
Paragraph 3 

Modified language and paragraph organization for clarity and 
for consistency with Water Boards mission to preserve, 
enhance and restore the quality of California's resources. 
Capitalization and style changes made as described in Section 
2.2.1 of this Staff Report. 

modified for clarity and 
consistency with Water 
Boards mission 

 

A 

B 

C 
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Proposed changes: 

 
 

2.1.3 Chapter 3 – Water Quality Objectives 

The administrative update to Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan updates the background information 
about Specific Surface Water Objectives as detailed below.   

Section III. C. Salton Sea  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.3, Sec. III.C., 
1. Total 
Dissolved Solids 

Added current salinity data. Deleted unnecessary paragraph 
break. Deleted outdated non-essential information. Updated 
“Regional Water Board” abbreviation (see section 2.2.1 of 
this Staff Report). 

updated and modified to 
provide current 
information 

Ch.3, Sec. III.C., 
2. Selenium, 
Paragraph 1 

Deleted mention of selenium impairment because Salton Sea 
was delisted from the 303(d) list of impaired water bodies 
under the 2012 Integrated Report. 

modified to provide 
current information 

Ch.3, Sec. III.C., 
2. Selenium, a 
and b 

Added missing hyphenation. modified for clarity 

Proposed changes: 
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2.1.4 Chapter 4 - Implementation 

The administrative update to Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan modifies the language used in 
background information about Nonpoint Source Controls and Specific Implementation Actions to 
provide current information related to the Salton Sea; it further modifies the description of specific 
implementation actions at the Salton Sea for clarity. These changes are detailed below. 

Section III. A. Agriculture  

Text location in Aug 
2017 Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.4, Sec. III.A, 
1. Introduction, 
Paragraph 2 

Inserted information from a more recent statewide 
watershed assessment. 

updated to provide 
current information 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section IV. B. Salton Sea  

Text location in Aug 
2017 Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B,  
Before Paragraph 1 

Insert information about Salton Sea regulatory and 
policy changes and developments since 1992 

updated to provide 
current information 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B, 
Paragraph 1 

Add current salinity data. Update to reflect the current 
state of the fishery. 

updated to provide 
current information 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B, 
Paragraph 2 

Remove outdated estimates that will continue to 
change and add relevant information about flow 
reduction. 

updated to provide 
current information 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B, 
Paragraph 3 and on 

Deleted paragraphs discussing excessive selenium 
because Salton Sea was delisted for selenium from the 
303(d) list. Replaced with paragraph containing current 
information about Salton Sea impairments.  

Revised to provide 
current information 

  

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Proposed changes:  

 

[FOOTNOTES TO BE PLACED IN THE FOOTER OF THE PAGE OF THE TEXT:] 

 
 

A 
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B 

C 

D 
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Section IV. B. Salton Sea, 1. Salinity Control  

Location in 2017 
Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B.1, 
Paragraph 1 

Deleted paragraph: current information was incorporated 
into the paragraph that follows and in Ch. 4, Sec. IV.B. 

modified for clarity 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B.1, 
Paragraphs a 
and b 

Changes made to remove outdated information and improve 
clarity without changing the overall meaning. 

revised for clarity 

Ch.4, Sec. IV.B.1, 
Last Paragraph 

Replaced old information with more recent actions by groups 
involved in salinity control implementation at the Salton Sea. 

updated to provide current 
information 

Proposed changes: 
 

 

 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 
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Section IV. B. Salton Sea, 2. Pollution Control  

Text location in Aug 
2017 Basin Plan 

2018 Update Comment / Justification 

2. Pollution Control, 
sentence 1 

Added U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to list of agencies 
conducting pollutant investigations. Updated the 
name of California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
which changed in 2012. 

updated to provide current 
information 

2. Pollution Control, 
sentence 2 

Deleted “selenium” from the list as it was removed 
from the 303(d) list of water quality impairments for 
Salton Sea. 

modified to provide current 
information 

2. Pollution Control, 
sentences 5-7 

Changed verb tenses for actions that are currently 
being taken by the Regional Water Board, deleted 
unnecessary language. Deleted mention of selenium 
as it was removed from the 303(d) list of water quality 
impairments for Salton Sea. 

modified to provide current 
information 

Proposed changes: 

  

2.2 Editorial Changes to Correct General Errors 

The Basin Plan document has been modified over the years by numerous amendments. The 
incorporation of each amendment into the documents bears with it the risk of contributing 
typographical errors, inconsistencies in writing and formatting styles, outdated information and 
other errors. To address some of these issues, the 2017 triennial review included a 
recommendation to adopt a series of administrative amendments to correct these errors 
inconsistencies.  In addition to adoption of individual amendments, staff recommendation for this 
triennial review issue also included incorporation of urgent corrections into other amendments. In 
accordance with that triennial review recommendation, this Amendment incorporates changes 
that will correct some of the general errors and outdated or obsolete information. 

C 
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2.2.1 Throughout the Basin Plan 

The administrative update to the Basin Plan proposes to make changes throughout the entirety 
of the document to standardize the numbering and formatting of section headings and to update 
and standardize naming of state agencies. 

Section Headings 

The 2017 Basin Plan includes inconsistencies in section numbering styles. The proposed 
administrative update to the Basin Plan standardizes the formatting throughout the Basin Plan to 
consistently use the numbering structure shown in a sample in Appendix C of this staff report. 
The standardized headings do not affect Chapter Numbers, Level 1 headings (I., II., III.), or Level 
2 Headings (A., B., C.).  

Proposed changes: 

All existing headings where numbering will be affected are listed in the table below. Headings that 
are added or deleted under other portions of this amendment are not listed. Format changes, 
such as spacing or conversion from uppercase to lower case, are not shown. 

Heading Level 

Title 

C
h

ap
te

r 

Le
ve

l 1
 

Le
ve

l 2
 

Le
ve

l 3
 

Le
ve

l 4
 

Le
ve

l 5
 

Le
ve

l 6
 

1 III. B. A. 1.       California Water Code 

1 III. B. B. 2.       California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

1 III. B. C. 3.       California Code of Regulations 

1 III. B. D. 4.       Other State Statutes 

4 II. H. 2. A. i.     Cathedral City Cove 

4 II. H. 2. A. i. (a)   Cathedral City Cove - Reports 

4 II. H. 2. B. ii.     Mission Creek or Desert Hot Springs Aquifers 

4 II. H. 2.. C. iii.     Town of Yucca Valley 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. A. (a)   Time Schedule for Implementation 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. B. (b)   Deferred Parcels 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. C. (c)   Internal Boundaries for Phases 1 through 3 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. D. (d)   Monitoring and Reporting 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. E. (e)   Prohibition Exemptions 

4 II. H. 2. C. iii. F. (f)   Compliance Assurance and Enforcement 

4 III. A. 2. A. i.     Imperial Valley Sedimentation/Siltation 

4 IV.  B.  1.  b.iii.   In-Sea Impoundments 

4 V. A. 2. 2.1 i.     Wastewater Treatment Plants 

4 V. A. 2. 2.2 ii.     United States Government 

4 V. E. 1. 1.1 i.     Farm Landowners, Renters/Lessees, 
Operators/Growers 

4 V. E. 1. 1.2 ii.     Imperial Irrigation District 

4 V. E. 1. 1.2 ii. a. (a)   Drain and River Deltas Maintenance  

4 V. E. 1. 1.2 ii. b. (b)   Drain Water Quality Monitoring Plan 

4 V. E. 1. 1.2 ii. c. (c)   Information on Agricultural Dischargers 

4 V. E. 1. 1.3 iii.     United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) and U.S. Section Of The International 
Boundary And Water Commission (USIBWC) 

4 V. E. 2. 2.1 i.     On-Field Sediment Control MPs  
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Heading Level 

Title 

C
h

ap
te

r 

Le
ve

l 1
 

Le
ve

l 2
 

Le
ve

l 3
 

Le
ve

l 4
 

Le
ve

l 5
 

Le
ve

l 6
 

4 V. E. 2. 2.2 ii.     Off-Field Sediment Control MPs 

4 V. E. 2. 2.3 iii.     Estimated Cost of Implementation and Sources of 
Financing For Imperial Valley Drains, and New and 
Alamo Rivers 

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv.    Recommended Actions for Cooperating Agencies 

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv. 2.4.1(a)   Imperial County Farm Bureau Watershed Program 

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv. 2.4.1(a) a.(1) ICFB Watershed Program Plan   

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv. 2.4.1(a) b.(2) ICFB Tracking And Reporting Procedures 

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv. 2.4.2(b)   University Of California Cooperative Extension 

4 V. E. 2. 2.4 iv. 2.4.3(c)   NRCS 

4 V. F. 2. 2.1 i.   Actions to be Taken by Third Party Cooperating 
Agencies and Organizations   

4 V. F. 2. 2.2 ii.   Actions Requested to be Taken by the U.S. 
Government 

4 V. F. 3. i.     Water Quality and Trash Monitoring 

4 V. F. 3. ii.     Implementation Tracking Program 

4 V. F. 3. iii.     Measures of Success, and Failure Scenarios 

4 V. F. 4. i.     Annual Reports 

4 V. F. 4. ii.     Triennial Review 

4 V. G. 2. i.     Measures of Success 

4 V. G. 2. ii.     Failure Scenarios 

4 V. G. 3. i.     Annual Reports 

4 V. G. 3. ii.     Triennial Review 

4 V. H. 2. 2.1 i.     Phase I Implementation Actions 

4 V. H. 2. 2.2 ii.     Phase I Implementation Responsible Parties and 
Schedule 

4 V. H. 2. 2.3 iii.     Phase II Implementation Actions 

4 V. H. 2. 2.4 iv.     TMDL Review Schedule 

4 V. H. 2. 2.5 v.     Triennial Review 

6 II. F. 1. A. i.     New River 

6 II. F. 1. A. i. 1 A 1(a)   Additional Compliance Assurance and Enforcement 

6 II. F. 1. A. i. 1 A 2(b)   Water Quality Monitoring 

6 II. F. 2. A. i.     Imperial Valley 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 1(a)   Additional Compliance Assurance and Enforcement 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 2(b)   Monitoring and Tracking 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 3(c)   Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 4(d)   TMDL Implementation Tracking 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 5(e)   TMDL Assessment and Reporting 

6 II. F. 2. A. i. 2 A 6(f)   Regular Review 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife was known as the California Department of Fish 
and Game until 2012. The state agency is mentioned 11 times throughout the Basin Plan by its 
old name. This Amendment includes nine substitutions to update the name. Additional deletions 
and updates to the state agency’s name are made in the Salton Sea Language portion of this 
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Amendment. The Basin Plan also includes three references to the Fish and Game Code, which 
remain current. 

Proposed changes: 

Update references to the California Department of “Fish and Game” to “Fish and Wildlife” as 
appropriate throughout the Basin Plan. 

 “Regional Water Board” vs. “Regional Board” 

The Basin Plan refers to the Regional Water Board 50 times as “Regional Water Board” and 288 
times as “Regional Board.” The first mention of the Board in Chapter 1 does not include the full 
name of the agency. This Amendment standardizes the Basin Plan to refer to the Board as 
“Regional Water Board,” as detailed below. 

Proposed changes: 

1) In Chapter 1 Section I, include the following definition: “California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region (Regional Water Board).”  

2) In Chapter 1, Section III.B, opening paragraph, replace “Regional Water Quality Control 
Boards (Regional Board)” with “Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Water 
Boards).” 

3) In Chapter 1, Section III.B.A (III.B.1 under this Amendment), replace “…Regional Water 
Quality Control Boards hereinafter referred to as ‘Regional Board(s)’….” with “Regional 
Water Boards.”  

4) In Chapter 4, Section V.G, delete “(Regional Board).”  

5) Replace all other mentions of “Regional Board” with “Regional Water Board,” except 
where inappropriate, such as in direct quotes. 

 “State Board” vs. “State Water Board” 

The 2017 Basin Plan refers to the State Water Resources Control Board 23 times by its full name, 
once as the “State Water Board,” 42 times as the “State Board,” and 8 times as “SWRCB.”  This 
Amendment standardizes the Basin Plan to refer to the State Water Resources Control Board as 
“State Water Board,” as detailed below. 

Proposed changes: 

1) In Chapter 1, Section I, include the following definition: “State Water Resources Control 
Board (State Water Board).”  

2) In Chapter 1, Section II, replace “(State Board)” with “(State Water Board).”  

3) In Chapter 1, Section III.B.A (renumbered III.B.1 under this Amendment), replace “The 
State Water Resources Control Board, hereinafter referred to as “State Board” with “The 
State Water Board.”  

4) Replace all additional expansions “State Water Resources Control Board (State Board)” 
with “State Water Board.”  

5) Replace all other mentions of the “State Board” with “State Water Board,” removing any 
additional abbreviation expansions as necessary. 
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Capitalization and Style  

Staff proposes updating capitalization and writing style in certain areas to conform more closely 
to the California Style Manual (4th Edition). 

Proposed changes: 

1) Make the terms “federal” and “state” consistently lower case throughout the Basin Plan.   

2) Make the terms “constitution,” “statutes,” and “administrative codes” lower case in Chapter 
1; add the term “state” before “constitution” in the first sentence of Chapter 1, Section IIIB.  

3) When a sentence ends with a quotation mark, consistently place the period inside the 
quotation mark. (.”) 

4) When used in a sentence, consistently place commas inside of a quotation mark, instead 
of outside the quotation mark. (,”) 

5) Make the phrase “federal government” consistently lower case throughout the Basin Plan.  

Legal Citation Formatting 

Staff proposes updating the legal citation formatting throughout the Basin Plan to conform more 
closely to the California Style Manual (4th Edition). 

Proposed changes: 

1) Make the terms “section,” “division,” “chapter,” “article,” and “title” in reference to statutes 
and/or regulations consistently lower case throughout the Basin Plan.   

2) Replace “section” with “part” where appropriate in reference to the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  

3) Spell out “section” when used in a sentence, but use the section symbol (§) when statutory 
and/or regulatory references are not used inside of a sentence.  

4) Add numeric statutory references to the federal Clean Water Act and NEPA at various 
places in Chapter 1.  

5) Remove references to the California Code of Regulations in paragraph 3 of Chapter 2 and 
on Chapter 4, Section II; replace with references to the Water Code.  

6) Otherwise conform legal citation formatting to California Style Manual (4th Edition).  

2.2.2 Cover Page 

The cover page features an image that is representative of the region and states the title of the 
document, the edition date, and the names of the agencies responsible for the document. Staff 
proposes changes to the language and formatting on this page for clarity. Note that the screen 
shot below does not reflect that the formatting for the words “COLORADO RIVER BASIN 
REGION” in the title have been changed to be consistent with the formatting of the words “WATER 
QUALITY CONTROL PLAN”  
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Proposed changes: 

Above the cover image: 

 

Below the cover image: 

 

2.2.3 Foreword 

The Foreword provides some basic background about the Basin Plan and its current edition.  Staff 
proposes to modify this section to update information and make it easier to update in the future, 
as proposed below. Staff also proposes to modify the language describing the Basin Plan and 
amendment process for clarity and consistency with the Regional Water Board’s mission.  

Proposed changes:  
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2.2.4 Table of Contents 

To generate a table of contents for the Basin Plan, it is most efficient to use a form generated 
automatically by MS Word.  In recent Basin Plan updates, staff manipulated the formatting of the 
automatically generated table to match formatting of the earlier versions.  A complete update of 
the Table of Contents will be necessary for this Amendment due to proposed heading 
modifications. Staff proposes to update the automatic Table of Contents allowing it to take on the 
automatic formatting.  This will result in subtle formatting changes, including page numbers being 
displayed as “Chapter-dash-page” rather than just the page number, as shown in the comparison 
below.  

Proposed changes: 

Sample from Basin Plan 2017 Table of Contents: 

 

Sample from Amended Table of Contents: 
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2.2.5 Chapter 1 – Introduction 

The administrative update to Chapter 1 of the Basin Plan updates information and makes other 
editorial changes for clarity, as detailed below.  

Section I. The Regional Board 

Staff proposes to revise this section to incorporate more relevant and up-to-date information. The 
changes include the following: 

1) Incorporate text clarifying the relationship between the different Water Boards and other 
California Environmental Protection Agency boards, departments, and offices. 

2) Incorporate text explaining the purpose of having regional water quality control plans. 

3) Update information concerning board members to be consistent with current 
requirements. 

4) Re-organize paragraph structure and other minor editorial changes to improve clarity. 

5) Update the section title to be reflective of the updated content. 

Proposed changes: 
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Section II. Function of Basin Plan 

Staff proposes to revise this section to add clarity as to the purpose, function, and organization of 
the Basin Plan.  

Proposed changes: 

 



 

21 
 

 
Section III. Legal Basins and Authority 

Staff proposes to revise this section to clarify the legal basis for enforcement of federal and state 
permits. 

Proposed changes: 
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2.2.6 Chapter 2 – Beneficial Uses 

The administrative update to Chapter 2 of the Basin Plan modifies headings, corrects 
typographical errors and revises the layout of the beneficial uses tables, as detailed below.  

 
Section II. Present Beneficial Uses   

Staff proposes to amend the discussion of beneficial use tables contained in this section by 
inserting two new Level 2 headings and modifying some of the text as shown below in order to 
improve clarity. 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section IV. Sources of Drinking Water Policy 

This section of the Basin Plan references a portion of the Sources of Drinking Water Policy, 
converting the numbered paragraphs into level 2 headings. In order to improve readability of this 
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section, staff proposes to change the level 2 headings to numbered paragraphs and make minor 
modifications to text, as shown below. 

Proposed changes: 

 

Tables 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4 – Column Headers 

In the Beneficial Use Tables 2-2, 2-3, and 2-4, column header letters are oriented horizontally, 
while the labels are written out vertically, which makes them difficult to read. Staff proposes to 
change the headings to write out the labels vertically and continuously.  The example shown 
below applies to all three tables, with small variations. 
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Proposed changes: 

Sample from Basin Plan 2017 Beneficial Uses tables: 

 

Sample from Amended Beneficial Uses tables: 

 

Tables 2-4 and 2-5 – Hydrologic Unit Names 

The Regional Water Board regularly works with other agencies on matters concerning water 
resource management and hence it is important to use the same watershed names and 
boundaries across agencies.  For this purpose, California agencies use the California Interagency 
Watershed Map, or CalWater, which divides the state into ten Hydrologic Regions.  The Regions 
are further subdivided into Hydrologic Units, Hydrologic Areas, Hydrologic Sub-areas, Super 
Planning Watersheds, and Planning Watersheds.  Each watershed level is nested within the 
preceding one listed.  

For its planning purposes, the Regional Water Board uses Hydrologic Units (HU) and Hydrologic 
Areas (HA), which are identified in the basin planning map “Colorado River Basin Hydrologic 
Basin Planning Area.”  In Tables 2-4 and 2-5, beneficial uses for springs and groundwater 
(respectively) are listed by Hydrologic Unit, with the exception of the Whitewater HU, which is 
further subdivided into its Hydrologic Areas in Table 2-5.  While the basin planning map matches 
CalWater watershed names and boundaries, Tables 2-4 and 2-5 are inconsistent with both maps: 
“Bristol” and “Piute” are listed and numbered as Hydrologic Units, while these are in fact names 
associated with Hydrologic Areas (Bristol HA and Piute Valley HA) that are nested within Route 
Sixty Six HU and Homer HU, respectively.  Because the numbers listed alongside these names 
correspond with Hydrologic Units, not Areas, and because the remaining Hydrologic Areas nested 
within those Hydrologic Units are not listed, it follows that this inconsistency was either an error 
or a deliberate deviation from CalWater nomenclature.  To align watershed names used in the 
Basin Plan with statewide nomenclature, staff proposes to update the names of these two 
hydrologic units to be consistent with those of CalWater.  A graphical demonstration of the 
appropriate nomenclature in those watersheds is provided in Appendix E of this Staff Report. 

Proposed changes: 

1) In Tables 2-4 and 2-5, replace “Bristol Hydrologic Unit” and “Bristol HU” with “Route Sixty 
Six Hydrologic Unit.” 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/water_issues/programs/basin_planning/docs/bp032014/bp_maps.pdf
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2) In Table 2-4, Replace “Piute Hydrologic Unit” with “Homer” Hydrologic Unit. 

2.2.7 Chapter 3 – Water Quality Objectives 

The administrative update to Chapter 3 of the Basin Plan makes minor modifications to correct 
typographical errors, improve clarity, and standardize cross-referencing, as detailed below.  

Section III. B. New River 

Staff proposes to make minor modifications to correct typographical errors and standardize cross-
referencing in the first and last paragraphs of this section. 

Proposed changes: 

 
[…] 

 

2.2.8 Chapter 4 - Implementation 

The administrative update to Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan makes minor modifications to correct 
typographical errors, improve clarity, standardize cross-referencing, and update Figure 4-1, as 
detailed below. 

Section II.H.2.C.A. Time Schedule for Implementation 

The following amendment will omit an unnecessary cross-reference. Note that this section is 
renumbered as Section II.H.2.iii.a under the Amendment (See Section 2.2.1 of this Staff Report). 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section II.H.2.C.D, Monitoring and Reporting 

The following change is necessary for consistency with the standardized header numbering styles 
discussed in section 2.1.1 of this staff report.  Note that this section is renumbered as Section 
II.H.2.iii.d under the Amendment (See Section 2.2.1 of this Staff Report). 
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Proposed changes: 

 
Figure 4-1 “Sewer Master Plan Phases”  

The August 2017 Basin Plan incorporated an amendment that revised phase boundaries of the 
Septic Tank Discharge Prohibition in The Town of Yucca Valley, found in Chapter 4, Section 
II.H.2.C (renumbered as Section II.H.2.iii under this Amendment). However, Figure 4-1 “Sewer 
Master Plan Phases,” which depicts the phase boundaries, was not updated to reflect these 
changes. This Amendment replaces the outdated Figure 4-1, presented in Appendix D-1 of this 
Staff Report, with an up-to-date representation of phase boundaries, as shown in Appendix D-2. 
The map used for the updated figure was submitted by the Hi-Desert Water District for the 
prohibition revision amendment. 

Proposed changes: 
1) Replace Figure 4-1 with the figure presented in Appendix D-2 of this Staff Report. 

2) Change the title of the figure to “Prohibition Phase Boundaries.” 

Section IV.C. Toxicity Objective Compliance  
The following amendment standardizes cross-referencing of other sections in the Basin Plan. 

Proposed changes: 

 
 

Section V.E.1.2 Imperial Irrigation District 

Staff proposes to make minor modifications to the text and formatting to improve clarity. Note that 
under the Amendment, this section is re-numbered as V.E.1.ii (see section 2.2.1 of this Staff 
Report).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

27 
 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section V.G.1 TMDL Elements  – Table 4-25 

Staff proposes minor modifications to the table to improve clarity and standardize cross-
referencing of other sections in the Basin Plan. 

Proposed changes: 

 

Section VI Actions of Other Authorities 

Staff proposes to remove an unclear cross-reference to improve clarity. 

Proposed changes: 
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2.2.9 Chapter 6 – Surveillance, Monitoring and Water Quality Assessment 

The administrative update to Chapter 6 of the Basin Plan corrects typographical errors and 
standardizes cross-referencing, as detailed below.  

Chapter 6, Section I.A. Regional Board Goals and Management Principles  

Staff proposes to delete this entire section, which was duplicated from Chapter 4, Section I.A in 
a typographical error.  

Proposed changes: 

 

 Section II.E.  Toxic Substances Monitoring  

Staff proposes to correct a typographical error in which a bullet point was omitted, and to modify 
the bullet point list as shown below. 

Proposed changes: 

 
Section II.F. TMDL Compliance Assurance and Enforcement 

The following amendment standardizes cross-referencing of other sections in the Basin Plan, and 
updates the cross-reference in accordance with heading numbering change discussed in section 
2.2.1 of this Staff Report. 

Proposed changes: 

  

3 CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 Environmental Review 

Basin Plan amendments are generally subject to the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  The proposed amendment does not constitute a CEQA project because the 
amendment consists of informational updates and non-substantive editorial changes only.  The 
proposed changes are intended to provide current background information and improve the 
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readability of the Basin Plan.  There are no changes to beneficial uses, water quality objectives, 
or implementation plans and no new regulatory requirements imposed.   

3.2 Necessity 

The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) is responsible for reviewing regulations proposed by state 
agencies to ensure that they are clear, necessary, legally valid, and available to the public. 
(Government Code, § 11340 et seq.) The OAL is also responsible for transmitting these 
regulations to the Secretary of State and for publishing regulations in the California Code of 
Regulations.  Following State Water Board approval of this Basin Plan Amendment, any 
regulatory portions of the amendment must be approved by OAL.  (Government Code, § 11353.) 
The State Water Board must include in its submittal to OAL a summary of the necessity for the 
regulatory provision.  (Government Code, § 11353(b).)  The non-regulatory Amendment is 
necessary because the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Board must have clear, current, 
and unambiguous information in the Basin Plan for the purposes of carrying out its regulatory 
activities, informing the public of regional water quality goals and requirements, and coordinating 
with other agencies on water quality issues.   

3.3 Scientific Peer Review 

The scientific basis of any Basin Plan amendment must undergo external scientific peer review 
before adoption by the State or Regional Water Board.  The scientific basis is the foundation of a 
rule that is premised upon, or derived upon, empirical data or other scientific findings, conclusions, 
or assumptions establishing a regulatory level, standard, or other requirement for the protection 
of public health or the environment.  (Health & Safety Code, § 57004.)  This Amendment does 
not trigger the requirement for scientific peer review because it does not establish any regulatory 
level standard or other requirement for the protection of public health or the environment. 
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Appendix A-1 

Planning Areas figure in the current Basin Plan (August 2017 edition)

 



 

 

Appendix A-2 

Proposed replacement for the Planning Areas figure. 



 

 

Appendix B 

Proposed new figure with map of Salton Sea Watershed. 



 

 

Appendix C 

Sample of proposed new heading numbering and formatting styles. The descriptions of numbering 
and formatting refer to the section headings only, not to section text. 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix D-1 

Yucca Valley Prohibition phase figure in the current Basin Plan (August 2017 edition). 



 

 

Appendix D-2 

Proposed replacement for the outdated Yucca Valley Prohibition phase boundary figure. 

  



 

 

Appendix E 
A demonstration of accurate nomenclature for Hydrologic Units 710 and 713.

 


