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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, was called to order by Chair Gary Johnson at 10:00 a.m. on July 1, 2004, in the Palm Desert Civic Center Council Chambers, City of Palm Desert, California.

1. Board Member Roll Call

Present: 
John Benson, Gary Johnson, F. Thomas Kieley, Leon Lesicka, Gregory Pettis


Absent:
None
 

2.
Staff Present

Jose Angel, Sheila Ault, John Carmona, Mariela Carpio-Obeso, Liann Chavez, Jose Cortez, Francisco Costa, Ron Falkowski, Kristie Garcia, Jeff Geraci, Phil Gruenberg, Theresa Illare, Kirk Larkin, Phan Le, Robert Perdue, Logan Raub, Ivory Reyburn, Maribel Rodriguez, Theresa Schultz, Joan Stormo, Hilda Vasquez and Doug Wylie

3. Others Present

Allison Allen, Imperial County Farm Bureau

Marti Coffman-Steiner, Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E)

Catherine George, State Water Resources Control Board – OCC

Robert Goodman, Palm Springs Landscape Company

Paul Gratucci, CH2M Hill
Alan Harrell, Coachella Valley Water District

Al Kalin, Imperial County Farm Bureau

Lavelle Lesicka, Private Citizen

Catherine Scott, Sylvia Becker & Associates

Pete Silva, State Water Resources Control Board

Murray Sinclair, Palm Springs Landscape Company

4.
Minutes

Meeting of March 30, 2004

MOTION:
Mr. Lesicka moved, Mr. Pettis seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the Minutes be approved as submitted.

5.
Public Forum

No one from the public chose to speak. 

6.
Uncontested Waste Discharge Requirements


NPDES Permits

KL
R7-2004-0084
Imperial Community College District, Owner/Operator, Imperial Valley College Wastewater Treatment Plant - Imperial, Imperial County (Updated Order)

JC
R7-2004-0086
Imperial Irrigation District, Owner/Operator, El Centro Generating Station – El Centro, Imperial County (Updated Order)


R7-2004-0098
Change of Name and/or Ownership




CS
97-50081
St. Johns School for Boys

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Board Orders No. R7-2004-0084, R7-2004-0086 and R7-2004-0098, including the errata, be adopted.

7. Update on Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s Chrome VI Plume, Topock Facility

Marti Coffman-Steiner, representing PG&E, and Paul Gratucci, representing CH2M Hill (PG&E’s Engineering Consultant), gave a brief update on the status of the cleanup at the Topock facility. 

8. Status Update on the Meaders Cleaners Site

Robert Goodman, Palm Springs Landscape Company, gave a report on the progress of cleanup at the Meaders Cleaners site.

9. Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of Proposed Resolution
Resolution No. R7-2004-0019:  
Sedimentation/Siltation Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Imperial Valley Drains: Niland 2, P, and Pumice Drains and Implementation Plan

The public hearing was opened and the appropriate oath was taken.

Mr. Benson submitted a letter from Catherine George, State Board Legal Counsel, stating he has no conflict of interest in this matter.

Theresa Schultz, Regional Board staff, gave an overview of the proposed amendment.

Al Kalin, Imperial County Farm Bureau, expressed concerns with the economic analysis portion of the TMDL.

Jose Angel, Regional Board staff, explained that the State Board’s Economist had already addressed Mr. Kalin’s concerns.

Allison Allen, Imperial County Farm Bureau, provided a progress report on the Farm Bureau’s TMDL Voluntary Compliance Program.

Phil Gruenberg, Regional Board Executive Officer, stated he is pleased with the progress of the TMDL Program. Mr. Gruenberg explained the opinion of the State Board’s Economist is used in the compilation of the TMDL, however, the Economist does not implement TMDLs or dictate the enforcement of TMDLs or BMPs. He recommended, if the Board is uncomfortable with the economic analysis, it should be reconsidered and brought back before the Board at a future meeting.

MOTION:
Mr. Lesicka moved, Mr. Kieley seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the public hearing be continued to the next regular Board Meeting, to consider additional evidence on economic analysis.

10. Informational Update on State Board Activities

Pete Silva, State Board, gave an update on the State Budget and the California Performance Review.  Mr. Silva added that appointment of additional Regional Board Members was a high priority at State Board.

11. Regional Board Executive Officer’s Report 

Mr. Gruenberg reported the petition of Coachella Valley Water District’s waste discharge requirements has been dismissed by the State Board. 

Mr. Gruenberg reported that letters had been sent to the International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) and United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) expressing his concerns with water treaties regarding the New River at the boundary and the lack of expedient action by Mexico and U.S. federal agencies in addressing and preventing raw sewage spills. He has received verbal comments from IBWC and USEPA, however written responses to his letters have not been received. 

12.
Osabuogbe C. Igbinedion et al. v. California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Riverside County Case No. INC 037727


The Board adjourned to Executive Session, then reconvened in open session.

13.
Meeting Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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