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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, was called to order by Chair Gary Johnson at 10:00 a.m. on November 17, 2004, in the City Council Chambers, City of La Quinta, California.

1. Board Member Roll Call

Present: 

Gary Johnson, F. Thomas Kieley, Leon Lesicka


Present Telephonically:
John Benson


Absent:


Gregory Pettis
 

2.
Staff Present

Jose Angel, Sheila Ault, Mary Castaneda, Liann Chavez, Jose Cortez, Ron Falkowski, Kristie Garcia, Phil Gruenberg, Abdi Haile, Chris Igbinedion, Cecilia Irwin, Kirk Larkin, Michelle Ochs,                   Kola Olatunbosun, Robert Perdue, Maribel Rodriguez, Jon Rokke, Charles Springer, Joan Stormo, Hilda Vasquez, Doug Vu, Doug Wylie, and Nadim Zeywar

3. Others Present

Steve Bigley, Coachella Valley Water District

Catherine George, State Water Resources Control Board – OCC

Robert Goodman, Representative of Palm Springs Landscape Co.

Lavelle Lesicka, Private Citizen

Nancy Wright, Former Board Member

4.
Public Forum

No one from the public chose to speak. 

5.
Resolution No. R7-2004-0181, Commending Phil Gruenberg for his Service in the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region
MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Resolution No. R7-2004-0181 be approved as submitted.
6. Schedule of Board Meetings for Calendar Year 2005

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the Schedule of Board Meetings for Calendar Year 2005 be approved as submitted.
7.
Informational Update on the Meaders Cleaners Site

Ron Falkowski, Regional Board staff, provided a brief history of the Meaders Cleaners case.     Robert Goodman, Esq., representing Palm Springs Landscape Company, reported steady progress continues to be made at the site. He expects a completed workplan to be submitted to the Regional Board within eight weeks.

8.
Informational Update on Section 401 Water Quality Certifications in the Colorado River Basin Region

Jon Rokke, Regional Board staff, provided an overview of Section 401 Water Quality Certifications, in order to familiarize the Board with the 401 Program.

9.
Informational Update on Border Pollution
Jose Angel, Regional Board staff, reported his attendance at a recent Bi-National Technical Committee meeting, where the main topic was the progress of the wastewater treatment facility intended to handle raw sewage currently entering the New River. He stated the treatment facility is expected to be fully operational by mid 2006. 

Mr. Angel also provided an update on guidelines for prioritizing binational project funding.

10.
Informational Update on State Board Activities

Catherine George, SWRCB-OCC, stated that the State Board Executive Office recently sent letters to dischargers subject to the Mandatory Minimum Penalty (MMP) Statute, regarding failure to file discharge monitoring reports. These reports are designed to ensure compliance with effluent monitoring limitations. Water Code Section 13385.1, effective January 1, 2004, clarified that a 30-day delinquency in submitting the required report is a serious violation and subjects dischargers to a MMP of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) per violation. Ms. George stated the letters were intended to notify dischargers that ACLCs to assess penalties were forthcoming.

11. Regional Board Executive Officer’s Report 

Mr. Gruenberg announced the Regional Board received one hundred eleven thousand dollars ($111,000.00) from the City of Coachella, for payment of an MMP, which was deposited in the Cleanup and Abatement Account.

Mr. Gruenberg also projected what he feels the future holds for important issues including Salton Sea restoration, International Boundary cleanup, septic tank removal, and groundwater salinity. 

12. Regional Board Member Comments

Mr. Kieley stated the world is a better place due to Mr. Gruenberg’s efforts at the Regional Board.

Mr. Benson congratulated Mr. Gruenberg on his impending retirement. He stated that he intended to provide a presentation on the Cascade Plan on the Salton Sea at the next Regional Board meeting.

13. Chair’s Report 

Mr. Johnson reported his attendance at a recent Salton Sea Advisory Committee meeting. 

14.
Meeting Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m.
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