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The Executive Officer (EO) of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Colorado River Basin Region (Regional Water Board) hereby provides the following 
report on recent staff activities during September 2024 in the region:

1. LAND DISPOSAL AND WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS PROGRAMS 
New River Sampling: During the month of September 2024, staff from the Land 
Disposal Unit coordinated the New River Sampling Program by preparing sample 
bottles, coordinating lab contracts, and assisting in record keeping. Julya Mestas 
and Adrian Lopez of the Land Disposal Unit performed New River sampling on 
September 10, 2024. Imperial County [Julya Mestas, Water Resource Control 
Engineer].

Correspondence: Land Disposal Unit staff issued correspondence to dischargers 
regulated under Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for: analysis of technical 
reports, providing comments and/or approving work plans in accordance with WDRs, 
notices for violation of WDRs, notices of applicability for enrollment in general 
orders, and notices of termination of enrollment in general orders. The following 
table lists correspondence and notifications addressed to WDR and Land Disposal 
facilities issued in September 2024.

Date Subject Facility Staff

September 6, 
2024

Notice of Termination, 
General Order 97-
500(96)

Sunwest Villas, Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment 
System, Yucca Valley, 
San Bernardino County

Kevin Gonzalez, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

September 6, 
2024

Notice of Termination, 
General Order 97-
500(97)

Sunnyslope Apartments, 
Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment System, 
Yucca Valley, San 
Bernardino County

Kevin Gonzalez, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

September 9, 
2024

Request for Report of 
Waste Discharge to 
update Order R7-2013-
0027

Glamis North Hot 
Springs Resort, Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment 
System, North of Niland, 
Imperial County

Julya Mestas, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

September 9, 
2024

Request for Report of 
Waste Discharge to 
update Order R7-2014-
0015

Gateway of the Americas 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, Calexico, Imperial 
County

Julya Mestas, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer
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Date Subject Facility Staff

September 9, 
2024

Request for Additional 
Information for Report 
of Waste Discharge, 
Order R7-2009-0055

Westmoreland Washout 
Facility, Westmorland, 
Imperial County

Julya Mestas, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

September 12, 
2024

Notice of Termination, 
General Order 2023-
0102-DWQ

Med for America Inc., 
Desert Hot Springs, 
Riverside County

Cannabis Unit

September 27, 
2024

Revised Monitoring and 
Reporting Program R7-
2016-0028-01

Big Bend Resort, Septic 
Tank/Evaporation Basin 
Disposal System, 
Northeast of Earp, San 
Bernardino County

Julya Mestas, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

2. UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK AND SITE CLEANUP PROGRAM 
Regional Water Board staff continues to work with staff from the Department of 
Defense (DoD) to expedite ongoing activities at cleanup sites located at military 
facilities within the Colorado River Basin Region.  The UST and SCP staff issued 
correspondence reviewing technical reports, requesting site access, providing 
direction for site assessment, and approving remedial action plans for sites currently 
in the assessment and cleanup process.  The following table lists the 
correspondence regarding DoD, UST and SCP projects issued in September 2024.

Date Subject Site Staff

September 5, 
2024

Review of Semi-Annual 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Liquid-Phase Hydrocarbon 
(LPH) Removal Report – 
Third and Fourth Quarter 
2023 

7-Eleven Store No. 23409, 
904 Imperial Ave., 
Calexico, Imperial County, 
GeoTracker ID No. 
T06025600028

Thomas 
Browne, Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 9, 
2024

Acknowledgement with 
Receipt of the Revised Final 
Remedial Action Completion 
Report, Remedial Action at 
Installation Restoration Site 
18

Naval Air Facility El
Centro, El Centro, 
California, GeoTracker ID 
NO: T10000002075

Jessie Del 
Mastro, 
Engineering 
Geologist
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Date Subject Site Staff
September 9, 
2024

Review of The UVOST 
Assessment, Interim Free 
Product Recovery, First Half 
2024 Groundwater Monitoring 
and Sampling, and Nearby 
Domestic Supply Well 
Sampling

Lucerne Valley Garage, 
31685 Highway 18, 
Lucerne Valley,California, 
Global ID No. 
T0607100998

Theresa Illare,
Environmental 
Scientist

September 11, 
2024

Approval of Work Plan for 
Additional Soil and Soil Vapor 
Survey Along with One Round 
of Groundwater Monitoring

Twin Pines Ranch, 49500 
Twin Pines Ranch Road, 
Banning, California, 
Riverside County, 
GeoTracker Global Id No. 
T0606500736

Jeff 
Fitzsimmons, 
Engineering 
Geologist

September 16, 
2024

Uniform Closure Letter Blocker Transportation, 
910 14th Avenue, Blythe, 
Riverside County, 
GeoTracker Global ID No. 
T0606500896

Phan Le,
Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 19, 
2024

Approval of Workplan Former Escher Oil 
Company (Current Beck 
Oil, Inc.) 85-119 Avenue 
50, Coachella, Riverside 
County, GeoTracker ID 
No. SL0606529297
[APNs: 778-010-002, 
778-010-003, 778-010-
004] 

Phan Le,
Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 19, 
2024

Concurrence of the Response 
to Comments Table for the 
Final Sampling and Analysis 
Plan, for Long-Term 
Monitoring, Land Use Control 
Inspections, and Maintenance

Installation Restoration 
Site 14, Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center, 
Twentynine Palms, San 
Bernardino County, 
GeoTracker Global ID No: 
DOD100399200

Jeff 
Fitzsimmons, 
Engineering 
Geologist

September 19, 
2024

Denial of Extension Request 
for The Submittal of a Revised 
Corrective Action Plan

Imperial Irrigation District 
Headquarters, 333 E 
Barioni
Boulevard, Imperial, CA, 
Global Id No. 
SL0602597886

Theresa Illare,
Environmental 
Scientist
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Date Subject Site Staff
September 23, 
2024

Nonconcurrence with the 
Final Spring 2023 Semiannual 
Long-Term Monitoring, 
Landfill Inspection, and 
Maintenance Report

Naval Air Facility El 
Centro, El Centro, 
California,
GeoTracker ID NOs: 
DOD100312800 and 
DOD100317400

Jessie Del 
Mastro, 
Engineering 
Geologist

September 26, 
2024

Review of Second Quarter 
2024 Groundwater Monitoring 
Well Sampling and Corrective 
Action Site Status Update

Antunez Autobody, 238 E. 
Main St., El Centro, 
Imperial County, 
T10000007153

Thomas 
Browne, Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 26, 
2024

Comments on Semi-Annual 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Liquid-Phase Hydrocarbon 
(LPH) Removal Report – First 
and Second Quarter, 2024

7-Eleven Store No. 23409, 
904 Imperial Ave., 
Calexico, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T0602560028

Thomas 
Browne, Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 26, 
2024
              

Concurrence with the 
Response to Comments 
Table and the Draft Final Data 
Gap Investigation Report

Installation Restoration 
Site 7, Naval Air Facility El
Centro, El Centro, 
California, GeoTracker ID 
NO: DOD100319000

Jessie Del 
Mastro, 
Engineering 
Geologist

September 26, 
2024

Approval of Extension 
Request for the Submittal of 
Bulk Liquid Phase 
Hydrocarbon (LPH) Removal, 
High-Resolution Site 
Characterization (HRSC), 
Conceptual Site Model (CSM) 
Update and ART Pilot Testing 

7-Eleven Store No. 23409, 
904 Imperial Ave., 
Calexico, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T0602560028

Thomas 
Browne, Water 
Resource 
Control 
Engineer

September 30, 
2024

Notification of Opening of 
Environmental Case and 
Submittal of Unauthorized 
Release Form

Imperial County Brawley 
Road Yard, 4736 CA-111 
Highway, Brawley, 
California 92227, RWQCB 
Case No. 7T2227042
GeoTracker Global ID No. 
T10000022486

Monica Aragon 
Guzman,
Engineering 
Geologist

3. WATER QUALITY/NON-POINT SOURCE PROGRAMS 
Imperial Valley Irrigated Lands Coalition Quarterly Meeting
On September 4, 2024, Regional Water Board staff and Imperial Valley Irrigated 
Land Coalition (IVILC) staff held a quarterly meeting. The focus of the meeting was 
the discussion of the annual monitoring report (AMR) and irrigation and nitrogen 
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monitoring plan (INMP) submission with review of the data. The Regional Water 
Board and IVILC staff also discussed issues that came up in INMP focused on data 
submission issues, possible improvements to AMR data display, ease of 
interpretation, and summary for future annual reports. The next quarterly meeting is 
scheduled for mid-November to discuss fish tissue sampling and annual grower 
meetings. [Ryan Culhane, ES; Emma McCorkle, SES]
Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum Work Group
On September 17-19, 2024, the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum Work 
Group met virtually to discuss topics to be presented at the Forum’s October 
meeting. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation provided a presentation about the updates to 
the model used to evaluate the effectiveness of salinity control efforts. The updated 
model will be used in the 2026 Triennial Review and includes changes to salinity 
load estimations. The proposed Dolores Canyon National Monument would impact 
salinity control efforts mostly by potentially shuttering the Paradox Valley brine 
injection site. The Forum is working with Senator Bennet of Colorado to ensure 
continuation of salinity control projects even with the Dolores Canyon monument 
designation. For the 2023/2024 Notice of Funding Opportunity Awards, six new 
projects were awarded funding for on farm salinity control efforts. These projects are 
mostly located in Colorado with one in Utah. The awards range from $1.4 million to 
$6.5 million for the projects. All proposed projects must be above Hoover Dam to 
qualify for the funding. [Emma McCorkle, SES]
Healthy Desert, Healthy You Summit
On September 20-21, 2024, Regional Board staff attended the Healthy Desert, 
Healthy You Environmental Health Summit to understand community, business, 
agency, and researcher perspectives about regional environmental health topics. 
They attended multiple panel sessions to learn more about the current 
environmental health problems, research, and solutions ongoing in the Coachella 
Valley. These discussion topics included air quality, water quality, public utility 
advancement on reclaimed water treatment facilities, and youth involvement in 
environmental health civic engagement. Staff were also able to meet with multiple 
researchers, agencies, and community-based organizations during this time to 
facilitate future outreach and communication efforts. This included one-on-one 
discussions with representatives from Audubon, Youth Leadership Institute, and the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District. [Samantha Shapiro, Environmental 
Scientist; Emma McCorkle, SES]

4. NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM PROGRAM 
 

401 Water Quality Certifications (Dredge or Fill Discharge) 
The following table shows the certifications that the Colorado River Basin Water 
Board issued in September 2024. [Daniel Echeverria Palencia, WRCE;. Logan 
Raub, SES; Kai Dunn, Supervising WRCE]
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Issuance 
Date

Applicant Project WDID#

September 6, 
2024

Southern 
California Edison

TD1961873 Devers – Hi 
Desert - Yucca Deteriorated 
Pole Replacement Project

7A363054001
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Table 1: Mandatory Minimum Penalty Status

Unaddressed Violations Subject to Mandatory Minimum Penalties (September 2024)
No. of Facilities No. of Violations
2 3
[Maribel Schiavone, SEA; Logan Raub, SES; Kai Dunn, Supervising WRCE]

Number Facility Violation 
Description

Assessed 
Penalty

Settlement 
Offer Date

Waiver 
Received 
Date

Public Notice 
Issuance 
Date

Comment Due 
Date

EO Execution 
Date

Number of 
MMPs

1

Niland 
County 
Sanitation 
District

Bacteria 
indicator, BOD, 
Chlorine 
Residual

$45,000 7/29/2022 8/29/22

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 
discussions

15

2

Seeley 
County 
Water 
District

Bacteria 
indicator, 
Free Cyanide & 
Selenium 

$150,000 12/8/2023 12/27/23

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 
discussions

50

3

Calexico 
Water 
Pollution 
Control 
Plant

Bacteria 
indicator, BOD $78,000 2/21/2024 3/21/2024 

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 
discussions

26

4

Kent 
SeaTech 
Corp Fish 
Farm

Bacteria 
indicator, Oil & 
Grease

$30,000 8/29/2024 9/26/2024 10/01/2024 11/01/2024 10

TOTAL: $303,000 101
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