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The Executive Officer (EO) of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Colorado River Basin Region (Regional Water Board) hereby provides the following 
report on recent staff activities during February 2025 in the region:

1. LAND DISPOSAL AND WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS PROGRAMS 
New River Sampling: During the month of February 2025, staff from the Water 
Quality Standards and Nonpoint Source Unit coordinated the New River Sampling 
Program by preparing sample bottles, coordinating lab contracts, and assisting in 
record keeping. Ryan Culhane and Samantha Shapiro of the Water Quality 
Standards and Nonpoint Source Unit performed New River Sampling on February 
25, 2025. Imperial County [Julya Mestas, Water Resource Control Engineer].
Correspondence: Land Disposal Unit staff issued correspondence to dischargers 
regulated under Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for: analysis of technical 
reports, providing comments and/or approving work plans in accordance with the 
WDRs, and notices for violation of WDRs. The following table lists correspondence 
from the Land Disposal Unit issued in February 2025.

Date Subject Facility Staff

February 7, 2025

Change to Threat to 
Water Quality and 
Complexity Rating, 
Order R7-2024-
0009

Palm Springs 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, 4375 East 
Mesquite Avenue, 
Palm Springs, 
Riverside County

Adrian Lopez, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 7, 2025

Approval of 
Nitrogen Control 
Strategy Technical 
Report Workplan 
Revision for Special 
Provision G.1 of 
Board Order R7-
2022-0009

Coachella Valley 
Water District, Water 
Reclamation Plant #7, 
Indio, Riverside 
County, California

Kevin Gonzalez, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 12, 2025

Notice of Violation, 
February 2023 to 
October 2024 Self-
Monitoring Reports, 
Order R7-2012-
0001, WDID 
7A332238001

Palm Springs Unified 
School District, 
Rancho Mirage High 
School Cooling 
Towers, Rancho 
Mirage, Riverside 
County, California

Julya Mestas, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer
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Date Subject Facility Staff

February 26, 2025

Technical 
Adequacy 
Determination of 
Construction 
Quality Assurance 
Report for Final 
Closure 
Construction, Order 
R7-2021-0026

Hot Spa Waste 
Management Facility, 
WDID No. 
7A130301041, Niland, 
Imperial County

Bryanna Allen,
Engineering 
Geologist

2. UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK AND SITE CLEANUP PROGRAM 
Regional Water Board staff continue to work with staff from the Department of 
Defense (DoD) to expedite ongoing activities at cleanup sites located at military 
facilities within the Colorado River Basin Region. The UST and SCP staff issued 
correspondence reviewing technical reports, requesting site access, providing 
direction for site assessment, and approving remedial action plans for sites currently 
in the assessment and cleanup process. The following table lists the 
correspondence regarding DoD, UST and SCP projects issued in February 2025.

Date Subject Site Staff

February 3, 2025

Review of Phase II 
Environmental Site 
Assessment Report for 
Eleven Parcels Northwest of 
Intersection of 66th Avenue 
and Date Palm Street, 
Mecca, California and 
Request for a Work Plan

Former Mecca 
Chevron/Proposed 
Mecca Senior Center, 
91200 Highway 195 
(66th Avenue) Mecca, 
Riverside County, 
Global ID No. 
T0000003076

Jeffrey 
Fitzsimmons, 
Engineering 
Geologist

February 3, 2025 Nonconcurrence with the 
Final Fourth Five-Year 
Review Response to 
Comments Table and the 
Revised Final Forth Five-
Year Review Report

Salton Sea Text Base, 
Imperial County, 
California GeoTracker 
ID No. T10000007745

Jessie Del Mastro
Engineering 
Geologist

February 6, 2025 Approval of the Work Plan 
for Soil Assessment and 
Groundwater Monitoring

Former EZ Serve 
Station #100827 
Restructure Petroleum 
Marketing Services, 
899 E. Main Street, 

Thomas Browne, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer
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Date Subject Site Staff 

Brawley, Imperial 
County, GeoTracker ID 
No.  T060250005 

February 7, 2025 

 

Approval of Time Extension 
Request for Submittal of a 
Technical Report 
 

USA Self-
Serve/Douglas Station 
at 1147 West 
Hobsonway, Blythe, 
CA 92225, Riverside 
County, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T0606500889, EAR 
Number R19-205 

Phan Le 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 7, 2025 Review of Third Quarter 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Report, Second Half 2024

Former Unocal Station 
#3201 (Chevron 
Station 306573), 324 
Imperial Ave., 
Calexico, Imperial 
County, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T0602520155

Thomas Browne, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 7, 2025

Request for Access 
Agreement, 1438 
Woodward Ave., El Centro, 
CA 92243, APN 044-351-
003-000, The East 
Neighboring Property of the 
Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank Case Located 
at 805 N. Imperial Ave.

Former EZ Serve 
Station, 805 N. Imperial 
Ave., El Centro, CA 
92243, Riverside 
County, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T0602500101

Thomas Browne, 
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 10, 2025
Notice of Opportunity for 
Public Comment, Proposed 
Underground Storage Tank 
Case Closure

Amigo Mini Mart, 
85509 Highway 111, 
Coachella, Riverside 
County; Global ID No. 
T0606500931

Theresa Illare
Environmental 
Scientist

February 12, 2025
Approval of Data Gap 
Evaluation Report and 
Notification Requirements 
for Closure Request Report: 
Mailing List

Installation Restoration 
Site 7 Naval Air 
Facility, El Centro, El 
Centro, California, 
GeoTracker ID No. 
DOD100319000

Jessie Del 
Mastro, 
Engineering 
Geologist
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Date Subject Site Staff

February 18, 2025
Review of the Draft 
Sampling and Analysis Plan, 
Remedial Investigation, Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances

Naval Air Facility El 
Centro (NAF El 
Centro), California, 
GeoTracker ID No. 
DOD100308000

Jessie Del 
Mastro, 
Engineering 
Geologist

February 18, 2025 Approval of Draft Work Plan 
for Additional Assessment 
and Response to Comments

Imperial County 
Brawley Road Yard, 
4736 CA-111 Highway, 
Brawley, California 
92227, RWQCB Case 
No. 7T2227042, 
GeoTracker ID No. 
T10000022486

Monica Aragon 
Guzman,
Engineering 
Geologist

February 25, 2025

Nonconcurrence with the 
Final Sampling and Analysis 
Plan Remedial Investigation 
for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances at Installation 
Restoration Program Sites, 
7, 8, 18, and 22 and the 
Firefighting Training Facility 
and Response to Comments 
Table.

Twentynine Palms 
Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat 
Center, Twentynine 
Palms, San Bernardino 
County, GeoTracker ID 
No. DOD100399200

Jeff Fitzsimmons, 
Engineering 
Geologist

February 25, 2025

Review of Fourth Quarter 
2024 Groundwater 
Monitoring Report – Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances Groundwater 
Monitoring, Testing and 
Analysis 

Palm Springs 
International Airport, 
Palm Springs, 
Riverside County, 
California, GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
10000012782

Monica Aragon 
Guzman,
Engineering 
Geologist

February 25, 2025 Review of Draft Soil Human 
Health and Ecological Risk 
Assessment Addendum 
Report

Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company Topock 
Compressor Station, 
145453 National Trails 
Highway, Needles, San 
Bernardino County, 
California 92363, 
GeoTracker ID No. 
SL0607161505

Monica Aragon 
Guzman,
Engineering 
Geologist

February 25, 2025 Review of the Summary of 
Groundwater Analytical 
Results

USA Gasoline Station 
#247, 201 W. Main 
Street, Brawley, 
Imperial County, Global

Theresa Illare
Environmental 
Scientist
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Date Subject Site Staff 

ID No. T0602518829 
(APN 046-192-028)

February 25, 2025 

 

Approval of Time Extension 
Request for Submittal of 
Technical Report 
 

McDonald’s Restaurant 
Site ID No. 40796 
(Former Service 
Station) 105 West Main 
Street, Brawley, 
California, GeoTracker 
ID No. T10000012309

Phan Le
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 28, 2025
Review of Second 
Semiannual 2024 
Monitoring Report

RD Brown (Imperial 
Senior Village Project) 
307 and 321 North 
Imperial Avenue, 
Imperial, Imperial 
County; GeoTracker 
Global ID No. 
T10000005261

Phan Le
Water Resource 
Control Engineer

February 28, 2025
Review of 2024 Annual 
Monitoring Report

BNSF Railway 
Company, Needles 
Rail Yard Site, 
Southeast of the 
Intersection of “H” 
Street & River Street, 
Needles, San 
Bernardino County, 
GeoTracker Global ID 
No. SL0607134791

Theresa Illare
Environmental 
Scientist

3. WATER QUALITY/NON-POINT SOURCE PROGRAMS 
State Water Board Integrated Report Staff Workshop
On February 11, 2025, staff participated in the Draft 2026 California Integrated 
Report public workshop hosted by State and Regional Water Board staff. The 
California Integrated Report is an integration of two documents: the 305(b) 
Waterbody Health Report and subsequent 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies. The 
link to the Draft Integrated Report and notice for accepting written comments is 
currently posted on our website site. The main purpose of the workshop was to help 
participants prepare formal written comments by answering clarifying questions 
about the Draft Integrated Report and discussing available resources. Written 
comments are being accepted via the State Water Board and must be received no 
later than 12:00 noon on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. [Rosalyn Fleming, WRCE; 
Emma McCorkle, SES]
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Coachella Valley Irrigated Lands Coalition 
On February 18, 2025, the Coachella Valley Irrigated Lands Coalition (CVILC) 
quarterly meeting with Regional Water Board staff was held on Teams. The CVILC 
was represented by MLJ Environmental consultants and the coalition president to 
discuss concerns and upcoming expectations with staff. Staff reviewed Coalition 
submissions, membership numbers, and fish tissue sampling results. CVILC also 
went over the status of the Groundwater Quality Restoration Plan and provided 
updates on the current requests from the coalition. [Ryan Culhane, ES; Emma 
McCorkle, SES]
Riverside County Fair and National Date Festival
On February 22 and 23, 2025, staff from the Water Quality Standards/Nonpoint 
Source Unit and NPDES Unit conducted outreach at the Riverside County Fair and 
National Date Festival in Indio. Staff met with community members and conducted 
outreach about Regional Water Board program activities, answered questions from 
community members relating to drinking and surface water, and provided 
environmental education information. Staff also handed out children’s educational 
coloring books, bookmarks, informational brochures, pencils, flyers, and one-page 
informational documents about the different programs offered at the Regional Board. 
Approximately 35 groups of people engaged with our outreach. The group sizes 
ranged from 1-6 people. Some community members and families spoke Spanish as 
their primary language during this outreach and one staff member was present to 
answer questions in Spanish. These interactions have highlighted the importance of 
having Spanish-speaking volunteers present, as well as materials in both English 
and Spanish [Samantha Shapiro, ES; Daniel Echeverria Palencia, WRCE].

Imperial Valley Irrigated Lands Coalition
On February 24, 2025, the Imperial Valley Irrigated Lands Coalition (IVILC) quarterly 
meeting with Regional Water Board staff was held on Teams. The IVILC was 
represented by MLJ Environmental consultants, their board of directors, and a 
representative of the Imperial Irrigation District. Staff discussed the Notice of 
Violation (NOV) and answered questions from the coalition about the status of NOV. 
The IVILC further clarified the Groundwater Monitoring Exemption Request and 
other requests sent to the Board. [Ryan Culhane, ES; Emma McCorkle, SES]

4. NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM PROGRAM 
On February 28, 2025, a Notice of Violation was issued to Niland County Sanitation 
District due to a Sanitary Sewer Overflow. On January 4, 2025, the Regional Water 
Board was notified of a Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) from a main sewer line just 
east of Highway 111 in the City of Niland. According to the Hazardous Spill Report, it 
was initially estimated that 200 gallons of sewage was discharged from a manhole 
onto the soil surface. This estimate was later revised to 3,501 gallons, with 2,500 
gallons recovered. The discharge of untreated sewage which causes a nuisance or 
condition of pollution is a violation of a SSO Prohibition, as stipulated in Order 2022-
0103-DWQ; Statewide Waste Discharge Requirements General Order for Sanitary 
Sewer Systems.
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Table 1: Mandatory Minimum Penalty Status

Unaddressed Violations Subject to Mandatory Minimum Penalties (January 2025)
No. of Facilities No. of Violations

3 5

[Maribel Schiavone, SEA; Logan Raub, SES; Kai Dunn, Supervising WRCE]

Number Facility Violation 
Description

Assessed 
Penalty

Settlement 
Offer Date

Waiver 
Received 

Date
Public Notice 
Issuance Date

Comment Due 
Date

EO 
Execution 

Date

Number of 
MMPs

1
Niland 
County 

Sanitation 
District

Bacteria indicator, 
BOD, Chlorine 

Residual
$45,000 7/29/2022 8/29/22

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 

discussions

15

2 Seeley County 
Water District

Bacteria indicator, 
Free Cyanide & 

Selenium 
$150,000 12/8/2023 12/27/23

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 

discussions

50

3
Calexico Water 

Pollution 
Control Plant

Bacteria indicator, 
BOD $78,000 2/21/2024 3/21/2024 

*Discharger 
agreed to 
settlement 

discussions

26

TOTAL: $273,000 91
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