Public Notice — 401 Certification / Dredge or Fill Waste Discharge Reguirements

Application
Date:
08/28/2025
Applicant:

Christine Seal, Vice President

Grace Orchard Solar I, LLC

700 Universe Boulevard, A3A/JB

Juno Beach, FL 33408

(561) 329-6527
NEER-CA-WaterBoard.SharedMailbox@nexteraenergy.com

Duly Authorized Representative:

Craig Lawrence, Senior Environmental Project Manager
Grace Orchard Solar I, LLC

700 Universe Boulevard, A3A/JB

Juno Beach, FL 33408

(510) 703-5680

Craig.lawrence@nexteraenergy.com

Project Name:
Grace Solar Project
WDID: 7B333046001, RM: 460698, Place ID: 900696

Receiving Water(s):
Unnamed Washes (Ephemeral Streams) and Unlisted Perennial and Intermittent
Streams in the East Colorado River Basin Planning Area

Location:

City or Area: Unincorporated area near the City of Blythe, Riverside County, California
Latitude/Longitude: 33.641906° N, 114.693072° W

Section, Township, Range: Section 20, Township 6S, Range 22E (San Bernardino
Meridian)

Project Description:

The Project includes construction of a 500-megawatt utility-scale solar photovoltaic
electrical generating and storage facility that will deliver renewable electricity to the
statewide transmission grid. The Project consists of arrays of solar panels and on-site
and off-site ancillary facilities. On-site facilities include inverters, internal collection lines,
a battery energy storage site, fencing, gravel access roads, and a collector substation.
Off-site ancillary facilities include collection and generation-interconnection (gen-tie)
electrical lines and access roads. Interconnection with the electrical grid will be
accomplished via new and existing gen-tie lines between the on-site collector substation
and the Southern California Edison Colorado River 230 kilovolt Substation. New poles
will be installed to connect the on-site collector substation and new gen-tie line to the
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existing Arlington gen-tie line. The Project site spans approximately 2,940 acres of
privately-owned land and 878 acres of U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM)-
managed land. The private land is primarily fallow agricultural land while the BLM-
managed land is undeveloped land that has been allocated as Solar Energy
Zones/Development Focus Areas.

The Project is within the California Desert Conservation Area Plan
(https://eplanning.blm.gov/public_projects/lup/66949/82080/96344/CDCA _Plan.pdf)
area, as amended by the Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert Coordinated
Management Plan (https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/67044/510) and the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan Land Use Plan Amendment
(https://eplanning.blm.gov/public_projects/lup/66459/133474/163144/DRECP_BLM_LU
PA.pdf) and the Project will comply with applicable plan requirements. The Project
would support California’s renewable energy goals, as defined by the Renewable
Portfolio Standard, established by Senate Bill (SB) 1078, and updated by SB 350. The
Project would be decommissioned at the end of its operational life, which is anticipated
to be approximately 40 years.

The Project will temporarily impact approximately 3.04 acres (25,091 linear feet) and
permanently impact approximately 1.65 acres (17,708 linear feet) of jurisdictional
Waters of the State within unnamed Washes (Ephemeral streams) and Unlisted
Perennial and Intermittent Streams in the East Colorado River Basin Planning Area
(Colorado Hydrologic Unit 715.0).

Anticipated Project Start and End Dates:
November 1, 2025 - December 31, 2027

US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit Number(s):
N/A

Action:
Pending

Water Board Contact:

Logan Raub, Senior Environmental Scientist
(760) 776-8966
Logan.Raub@waterboards.ca.gov
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