Public Notice — 401 Certification / Dredge or Fill Waste Discharge Requirements

Application
Date:
January 24, 2025
Applicant:

Nathan (Nate) Smith, P.E.

Deputy Director of Public Works/City Engineer
City of Banning Public Works Dept.

99 E. Ramsey Street

Banning, CA 92220

(951) 922-3182

NSmith@banningca.gov

Duly Authorized Representative:
Patrick Safari

CIP Manager

City of Banning Public Works Dept.
99 E. Ramsey Street

Banning, CA 92220

(951) 922-3168
PSafari@banningca.gov

Project Name:

Sun Lakes Boulevard Extension Project

WDID No. 7A333292001, RM: 459421, Place ID: 897966

Receiving Water(s):

Washes (Ephemeral Streams)- Highland Wash, Smith Creek, and Pershing Creek
Location:

City or Area:

City of Banning, Riverside County

Latitude/Longitude:

Highland Wash: 33.918440°N, 116.925143°W
Smith Creek: 33.918411°N, 116.923950°W
Pershing Creek: 33.918355°N, 116.914648°W

Section, Township, Range:

Section 7, Township 3S, Range 1E


mailto:NSmith@banningca.gov
mailto:PSafari@banningca.gov

Project Description:

The City of Banning (Applicant) will construct the Sun Lakes Boulevard Extension
Project (Project) which includes construction of a new section of Sun Lakes Boulevard
from Highland Home Road to Sunset Avenue. The new roadway will be an east-west
arterial highway with 2 eastbound and 2 westbound lanes, a raised median, bike lanes,
sidewalks, road striping, stormwater drainage, and intersection improvements. The
Project crosses 3 ephemeral streams, from west to east: Highland Wash, Smith Creek,
and Pershing Creek. Multi-cell reinforced concrete box culvert channels will be installed
at each crossing. The Project also includes the relocation of approximately 13 power
poles and partial realignment of existing petroleum, natural gas, and
telecommunications pipelines.

The new roadway will be located north of the existing east-west dirt road between
Highland Home Road and Sunset Avenue (Westward Avenue) to avoid existing utility
lines. Westward Avenue currently features a 3-pipe culverted concrete Arizona crossing
at Highland Wash and 1-pipe culvert crossings at Smith Creek and Pershing Creek.

The Project design is consistent with the City of Banning’s Master Drainage Plan and
has been developed based on discussions with California Department Fish and Wildlife
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to avoid and minimize sediment transport and
other impacts.

The Project will permanently impact 0.37 (748 linear feet) and temporarily impact 0.09
acres (187 linear feet) of waters of the state within ephemeral streams. The Applicant is
proposing permittee-responsible compensatory mitigation at a ratio of 3:1 for permanent
impacts and 2:1 for temporary impacts resulting in the preservation and enhancement of
1.3 acres of Permittee-owned land within the Whitewater River Watershed and along
Smith Creek.

Anticipated Project Start and End Dates:

March 2025 - May 2027

US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit Number(s):
N/A

Action:

Pending

Water Board Contact:

Logan Raub, Senior Environmental Scientist
Phone: (760) 776-8966
Email: Logan.Raub@waterboards.ca.gov
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