Public Notice — 401 Certification / Dredge or Fill Waste Discharge Requirements

Application
Date:
May 2, 2025
Applicant:

Megan Giglini, Program Manager
California Department of Water Resources
715 P Street, 8th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 707-0338
Megan.Giglini@water.ca.gov

Duly Authorized Representative:
None

Project Name:
Center and West Ponds Expansion Project
WDID No. 7A133189001, RM: 460783, Place ID: 900859

Receiving Water(s):
Salton Sea

Location:

City or Area: Brawley, CA

Latitude/Longitude: 33.1433333° N, 115.7186111° W

Section, Township, Range: Section 9, Township 12S, Range 12E

Project Description:

The Center and West Ponds Expansion Project (Project) builds upon the Salton Sea
Species Conservation Habitat (SCH) Project and aims to further restore habitats,
improve water quality, and reduce dust emissions along the southern shore of the
Salton Sea. This Project supports the Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP) Phase
1: 10-Year Plan in addressing air quality and ecological threats at the Salton Sea.

The Project will restore approximately 4,494 acres of habitat by constructing three
ponds and multiple habitat features on the currently dry exposed lakebed and in the
Salton Sea. Berms and levees will be constructed to retain water for creating ponds,
manage flooding, and provide access around the Project. The base of the berms will be
up to 60 feet wide and each berm will include a 20 feet wide access road on top. A
mega island, several smaller islands, and a predator deterrence channel will be created
to provide safe habitat for bird loafing, foraging, breeding, and nesting. Each pond will
include aquatic features such as swales, channels, floating islands, and aquatic
vegetation to provide habitat for fish and invertebrate species. A boat ramp will be
constructed in each pond for operations and maintenance access. Borrow material for
constructing berms, levees, and islands will be sourced from within the Project area.



Operations and maintenance of the Project will occur as part of the SCH Project and
existing SCH Project staging areas will be utilized during construction

The Project will discharge 4,101,454 cubic yards of fill to the Salton Sea and 11,438
cubic yards of fill to wetlands near the Salton Sea resulting in 318 acres of permanent
impacts to waters of the U.S./state. The Project will temporarily impact 25 acres of
waters of the state within the Salton Sea and 15 acres within wetlands. The Project is
planned to begin in late 2025 and will require approximately 3 years to complete.

Anticipated Project Start and End Dates:
September 1, 2025 — September 1, 2028

US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit Number(s):
Letter of Permission (SPL-2025-00038)

Action:
Pending

Water Board Contact:

Logan Raub, Senior Environmental Scientist
(760) 776-8966
Logan.Raub@waterboards.ca.gov
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