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Quality System 

• USEPA 
– The EPA Quality System encompasses management 

and technical activities related to the planning, 
implementation, assessment and improvement of 
environmental programs that involve: 

– the collection, evaluation and use of environmental 
data 

– the design, construction and operation of 
environmental technology 

• It is about providing Regulators with Data of 
Sufficient Quality to make Public Health Decisions 

 



1) The Starting Point 
of a Quality System 
Is the DQOs 
 
2) The Axis on which 
a Quality System  
Turns is the DQA 
 
3) Laboratory work  
is only one 
Part of the  
Quality System, Not  
Even the Majority 
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Project Goal 



Data Quality Objectives 

Sufficient Levels of Accuracy and  
Precision to Determine if Regulatory Action  
Levels  (e.g. TMDL) have been exceeded 



Data Quality Indicators 



Data Quality Indicators 



Example Measurement Quality Objectives – MMHg 



Data Quality Assessment 



Quality System 
The Majority of a Quality 
System for Environmental 
Regulatory Compliance is 
Outside the purvey of 
Laboratories in General and 
ELAP in Particular 



Quality System 
1) California Regulators use Quality 

Systems right now 
2) ELAP is not needed to Create and 

Use Quality Systems 
3) How would ELAP Require Quality 

Systems? 
4) How would it work with different 

Data Users having Different DQOs, 
DQIs, & MQOs? 
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