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WATER SUPPLY PERMIT APPLICATION:  WELL YIELD PUMP TESTS

The State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Drinking Water (Division) adopted new drinking water regulations in March 2008 referred to as the Waterworks Standards. These standards have requirements that apply to new and existing public water systems. One of the requirements for new wells and new public water systems is to conduct a constant discharge (pumping rate) well capacity test according to the Department requirements. This must be completed as part of the permit application process.  
The length of the pump test is based on the type of formation the well was drilled in. Wells drilled in alluvial soil generally are required to conduct an 8-hour test. Wells drilled in bedrock formations have two possible testing procedures. As soon as possible in the permit application process, provide the Division with a copy of the Well Driller's Log. The Division will review it and provide you with the appropriate State instructions for performing this test and the log sheet form to record test results on. Wells in alluvial formations may be tested at any time during the year while bedrock wells must be tested from July 15 through October 31st.   Note: The Sonoma County water scarce area well yield requirements do not meet the State’s requirement.
Water System Demand Documentation:  It is very important that the amount of water needed to meet annual and maximum day demand be determined before the pump test is scheduled. The person performing the pump test must know what the system requires before determining the gallons per minute the test will be run at. For systems that have different phases of construction, the water demand must be determined for the full project, not just an initial phase. The annual average and maximum day demand calculations must be provided with the completed well yield log report.
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