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Topics

• Fed FUNDs
• Hazard Mitigation
• Watershed Mitigation Funding
• Q&A



Federal Funding for Utilities -
Water/Wastewater - in National Disasters 
(Fed FUNDs)

www.epa.gov/fedfunds
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Fed FUNDs Homepage
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Fed FUNDs Homepage
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Federal Funding Summary Report
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• Presidential Declaration (DR-4344)
• For Selected Utilities (public, private)
• Eligible Expenses: 

o equipment damaged in wildfire
o wildfire mitigation for equipment damaged

• EPA- Lessons Learned Pamphlet
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• PA and HMG related to Presidential 
Declaration

• Last 3 are competitive and need BCA
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• Emergency Community Water 
Assistance Grants

• Eligibility Requirements (pop, income)
o Cohn Winery, Sonoma, CA
o End-O-Valley Mutual Water Co. Santa Rosa CA

• Addresses many types of emergencies



14

• Resilience is criteria for priority projects
• Use more as mitigation; has set asides
• Clean Water SRF fund to protect 
source water



Federal Funding for Utilities – Water/Wastewater-
in National Disasters (Fed FUNDs)
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New in Fed FUNDs 
•Updated all with current funding information

•Added new funding programs including WIFIA -
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

• Includes two new archived webinars:
o Disaster Recovery Financing
o Resilience Mitigation Financing

www.epa.gov/fedfunds
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Hazard Mitigation Partnership

Hazard Mitigation Water Sector
FEMA HQ Hazard Mitigation EPA HQ WSD

FEMA Regional Hazard 
Mitigation Specialists

EPA Regional Water Team/Water 
Program Specialists

State Hazard Mitigation Officer-
SHMO

State Primacy Agency

Local Hazard Mitigation Planner Water/Wastewater Utility
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Post-Wildfire Watershed Contamination

• From Report on 2015 Butte and Valley Wildfires located 
primarily in Calaveras and Lake Counties, California :

o “When mixed with rainwater to form surface water runoff, 
the elevated concentrations of several metals and caustic 
alkaline materials in the ash may adversely affect 
ecosystems and the quality of surface and groundwater 
drinking water supplies.”
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FEMA Post-Wildfire Pre-Calculated 
Benefits for Watershed Recovery

• FEMA benefit for post-wildfire mitigation: $5,250/acre

• Multiply # acres by benefits per acre
• Project that provides ground cover, soil stabilization and replanting for 

1,000 acres, 1,000 x 5,250 = $5,250,000 in benefits. 

• Pre-calculated benefits based on planting forest and other 
vegetation with primary emphasis on flood reduction risk. 

• Post-wildfire mitigation projects that demonstrate cost 
effectiveness need not submit separate BCR. 
• Hazard Mitigation Grants & Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grants

• https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/110202
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EPA Clean Water SRF for Source Water

• Under these eligibilities, states have funded stream bank 
restoration, purchase of conservation easements, erosion 
control measures, etc.
• implement management program under section 319; 
• develop/implement conservation and management plan under 

section 320; 
• manage, reduce, treat, or recapture stormwater or subsurface 

drainage water; 
• develop and implement watershed projects meeting the criteria set 

forth in section 122; 
• reuse or recycle wastewater, stormwater, or subsurface drainage 

water



EPA’s Water Utility Response On-The-Go
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• New mobile app for iPhone & Android

• Helps responders & water utility 
operators access response information

• severe weather watches/warnings
• emergency contacts
• emergency checklists (wildfire)
• damage assessment forms
• ICS resources



Questions?

David Goldbloom-Helzner
EPA Office of Water
Goldbloom-Helzner.David@epa.gov
(202) 564-2106
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