
No. Comment Topic Date of Comment Commenter(s) Summary of Comments SWRCB Staff Response to Comments Edits to IUP - Section and pg #

1 General & Loan 7/7/2026 Association of California Water Agencies - Nick Blair See written comments below by ACWA See staff responses below for ACWA.  none

2 CrVI 7/7/2026 City of Los Banos - Willis Han

The City of Los Banos has completed pilot testing of wellhead water treatment to remove 
chromium VI+ and has submitted the general packing to the DWSRF application for 
construction funding. The City supports the IUP continuing to consider water systems 
affected by Cr VI+ as the same tier as failing water systems. The City also appreciates that 
planning and design costs are reimburseable with construction funding agreements.

Staff appreciate the comment none

3 Grant & PF 7/7/2026 City of Trinidad - Gabriel Adams, City Manager See written comments below for City of Trinidad. See staff responses below for City of Trinidad.  none

4 General / Grant & PF 7/7/2026 Clean Water Action - Jennifer Clary

The DWSRF and related funding programs have come a long way and suggests the following 
as the program faces the danger of an upcoming fiscal cliff:
1) do not let the selection process be guided by the fundable limit. Make sure we are 
funding projects of need;
2) keeping the pipeline of projects;
3) figure out how to fund the program and hang on to the best staff
4) create emergency fund for when water system needs a pump or other emergencies (in 
response to D'Adamo's question on how to improve criteria so we fund the projects most in 
need)

Staff appreciate the comment and suggestions. none

5 Grant & PF 7/7/2026
Community Water Center - 

Kjia Rivers, Senior Policy Advocate

Urge SWRCB to uphold commitment to racial equality and human right to water while 
facing deficit. The Community Water Center supports the lack of change to eligibility criteria 
in the IUP. It also advocates for increasing the cost per connection for domestic wells and 
state small water system consolidation projects.

See staff responses below for Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability.

none

6 General / EC 7/7/2026
 Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability - 

Nataly Escobedo Garcia, Policy Manager

The Counsel 1) supports no major changes to the IUP; 2) suggests public workshops to 
engage stakeholders; 3) and for emerging contaminants recommends providing additional 
testing of failing water systems to see if any would qualify for EC funding.

See staff responses below for Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability.

none

7 EC 7/15/2026 Goleta Water District

Goleta Water District's Mariposa Well Treatment Project was not included in the Emerging 
Contaminants (EC) Fundable List for Grant/Principal Forgiveness (PF) funding.  The 
Mariposa Well Treatment Project will remove mangenese found at the well site, making the 
project eligible for EC grant/PF.  The District requests that the project be added to the EC 
Fundable List.  

Goleta Water District's Mariposa Well Treatment Project (Project No. 
4210004-003C) will be added to the FY26-27 EC Fundable List.  

Appendix L: Emerging Contaminant Supplemental Intended 
Use Plan, Section XII (Page 14)

8 General/Loan/Grant & PF 7/22/2026 Association of California Water Agencies

1.  Continue developing resources and outreach efforts to understand the impacts of the 
2025 DWSRF Policy Amendments on DWSRF applicants and to improve the DWSRF 
application experience.
2. Concerned about the proposed repayable loan award cap for DWSRF.
3. Encourages the State Water Board to maintain current construction and planning grant 
eligibility and funding commitments.
4. Appreciate the work of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Advisory Group.

Staff appreciate the comment. 

We agree that outreach for DWSRF funding updates would be beneficial for 
potential applicants and will look for opportunities to work with our partner 
agencies on coordinating outreach efforts.  

Staff agrees that some projects have a large scale and are highly complex.  To 
ensure equity in funding provided, increasing funding limit likely means 
needing to increase the overall loan capacity.  DFA staff will discuss long-term 
loan capacity with the Stakeholder Advisory Group.  

For FY 26-27, the funding limits for loans and grants will remain the same 
throughout the year.  

none

9 Grant & PF 7/22/2026 Kristin Dobbin-University of California Berkeley

1.  Maintain flexibility in funding limits and eligibility criteria.
2. Expand the definition of consolidation and clarify goals and evaluation criteria.
3. Maintain and expand the expedited drinking water grant funding program.
4. Look for other ways to reduce barriers and streamline the funding process.
5. Expand and increase flexibility in the use of consolidation incentives.
6. Need to balance expenditures on construction and technical assistance.
7. Maintain an open, deliberative process.

Staff appreciate the comments. Projects are prioritized based on need using 
the State Water Board's Needs Assessment data. Consolidation projects 
regardless of SAFER status are eligible to receive grant/PF funding. The EDWG 
Guidelines were updated last year to expand applicant eligibility and allow for 
additional funding sources to be used. These changes were made to expand 
the EDWG Program. We consistently look for ways to streamline the funding 
process. Comments on reducing the TMF capacity assessment submittals as 
well as sharing review checklists/templates are noted. The State Water Board 
will continue to balance funding for construction projects as well as technical 
assistance.

none

10  General / Grant & PF 7/23/2026 California Municipal Utilities Association
1. Maintain current funding approach as adopted for the previous year.  Do a mid-year 
assessment to determine if additional prioritization is warranted.
2. Expedite the award and disbursement of remaining IIJA funds. 

Staff appreciate the comments. We are working on awarding and disbursing 
the remaining IIJA funds.

none

11 Grant & PF 7/23/2026 City of Trinidad

Trinidad's application for TA was denied due to 1) the project is not a consolidation, and 2) 
the water system was not failing. City experience severe failure in operational costs after 
losing the Chief Plant Operator, and extended water shortage emergency due to storage 
system loss and increased turdity.  Urge Board to continue funding at-risk systems like 
Trinidad and consider regional interconnection as funding priority. 

The Fund Expenditure Plan (FEP) discusses the TA Program, so any proposed 
changes to the TA Program will be contemplated during the FEP adoption 
process later this year. As a small, severely disadvantaged community with an 
At-Risk SAFER Status, the City may be eligible for planning and construction 
funding under the draft IUP.

none

12 CrVI 7/23/2026 Community Water Systems Alliance

1. Support priority eligibility for CrVl projects.
2. Ensure timely review and approval of submitted CrVI compliance plans, permit change 
applications, etc. Have District Engineers work with small water systems exceeding CrVI 
MCL and help them seek technical assistance. 
3. Make TA funds available for large systems that want to help nearby small systems. 

Staff appreciate the comments. We agree that timely review is needed on 
CrVI applications and work closely with our colleagues in the Division of 
Drinking Water on reviews that may impact funding considerations. The Fund 
Expenditure Plan (FEP) discusses the TA Program, so any proposed changes to 
the TA Program will be contemplated during the FEP adoption process later 
this year.

none

13 Loan / EC 7/23/2026 Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District

1. Support new loan scoring methodology.  Encourage Board to periodicially evaluate 
scoring criteria to ensure projects improving regional water reliability and address future 
regulatory requirements are appropriately prioritized.  Provide additional guidance 
regarding environmental documentation part of the scoring.
2. Support EC funding.
3. Continue to focus on  efficient application review. 
4. Continue efforts to maintain a transparent and predictable Fundable List process. 

       

Staff appreciate the comments.  We recognize the importance of having a 
clear and transparent review process, and will conitnue to evalaute the 
DWSRF loan scoring methodology to meet Board's policy objectives.  

none

14 General 7/23/2026 Maggie Vera - General Public

1. Evaluate additional outcomes, e.g., achievement of public health objectives, long-term 
regulatory compliance, infrastructure reliability and resilience, operating 
2. Evaluate how each component contributes to total project cost (planning/design, 
consulting, environmental review, cost of delays etc.)
3. Develop a public library with technical information on each project. Reused work done 
for similar projects. Evaluate trends on successes and issues. 
4. Longer policy cycle to provide greater predictability for applicants. Focus annual updates 
on available funding and project lists. 

Staff appreciate the suggestions to evaluate additional outcomes and 
developing tools to make information more widely available. DFA is starting 
to report out on impacts of funding (such as issues addressed by the project) 
at public workshop, and plan to continue to this practice.  Staff agree long-
term outcomes are helpful to know and these will may require additional 
information and reporting from water systems beyond what is currently 
available (such as reliability and long-term operations information). DFA 
agrees that making information widely available could be helpful for the 
public.  Currently, application material, including technical information, can 
be requested through Public Records Act for anyone interested. A public 
library will require database capabilities beyond the system we currently 
have, but staff will take this into consideration when there are future 
opportunities. 

none

15 Grant & PF 7/23/2026
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability, et 

al

1. Focus on long-term solutions. Avoid shifting away from long term projects in favor POU 
and POE treatment.
2. Increase cost per connect and project maximums.
3. Maintain funding for TA to continue project pipeline. 
4. Prioritize projects based on racial equity factors: communities with the greatest lack of 
existing drinking water infrastructure, length of time communities experienced drinking 
water issues, and communities historically burdened by environmental justice hurdles. 
5. Leverage funding on related issues, such as CV-SALTS, SGMA, settlement funds, 
contributions from responsible parties, etc.

Staff appreciate the comments.  Staff will consider the recommendation to 
prioritize on long-term solutions and these recommended factors for further 
prioritization in future funding years.  We understand projects are becoming 
increasingly costly. Due to limited grant/PF availability, it is unlikely that 
project maximum and cost per connection can be further increased. The way 
to increase project maximums and fund additional projects would be to 
increase the overall funding availability. Staff will explore coordination with 
other related programs.

none

16 Grant & PF /  General / Lead 7/23/2026 Rural Community Assistance Corporation

1. Support the proposals in the IUP.  Support maintaining existing grant and PF eligibility.
2. Give Deputy Director the discretion to explore alternative methods for establishing MHI, 
or approved demonstrated attempts to collect MHI no older than 5 years than the project 
start date. 
3. Consider another system type that solely serve a school (alternative to NTNC). 
4. Recommend the following priorities:
- Projects that the Board committed funding to in the past 2 years are funded through 
completion.
- Projects with a California Native American Tribe as lead applicant.
- Project wherein the partner community is actively participating and progressing in 
accomplishing milestones.
- Deprioritize funds for consolidation projects wherein the receiving system is a private, for-
profit corporation. 
5. Include time frames for funding process and better communication application status. 
6. Consider providing resources to conduct further outreach on lead service line.  It's 
unclear the level of outreach that was conducted to rural and tribal communities.  Not 
aware of any requests for TA organization to conduct this assessment in rural and tribal 
communities.
7. Consider additional goals and measures for evaluating program performance. 
Recommendation:
- Provide excellent customer service with special emphasis on assisting DACs
- Feedback system for DWSRF administration
- Expand linguistic outreach beyond Spanish. 
8. Consider removing connection fees from cost per connection criteria

Staff appreciate the comments. The MHI values are taken from the SAFER 
dashboard and we work closely with the DDW to account for any income 
surveys completed utilizing State Water Board funding. Classification of water 
systems that serve schools are established by primacy agencies (DDW/LPAs). 
Thank you for the recommendation on additional priorities for future funding 
years. Staff will bring them to internal discussions for next year's funding 
prioritization. We agree that better transparency is needed on the the 
funding process timelines. Our website already contains an application status 
tool: https://public.waterboards.ca.gov/dfaAppSTAT/. Staff confirmed that 
rural communities, often small water systems, are already included in the 
lead service line inventory, which is currently showing 0 lead lines have been 
found. DFA also has an ongoing contract  to offer lead service line inventory 
service to communities that need further assistance. Tribal water systems are 
typically under U.S. EPA juristiction and staff are coordinating with U.S. EPA 
on further information. Staff appreciate the additional goals and measures 
recommendations and will take them into consideration. DWSRF has an 
ongoing customer satifaction survey sent to funding recipients and feedback 
will be welcomed. 

none

17 Grant & PF 7/23/2026 San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Program

1. Maximize TA resources and maintain TA eligibility to get more communities ready for 
solutions, regardless of whether there is projected construction funding.
2. Preserve flexibility to allow Deputy Director to waive cost per connection caps. 
3. Employ point-of-use and point-of-entry devices as a solution of last resort only.
4. Advance adopted Domestic Well Strategy and coordinate with funds available under CV-
SALTS and SGMA.
5. Continue to streamline the funding process.

Staff appreciate the comments. The Fund Expenditure Plan (FEP) discusses 
the TA Program and short term solutions such as POU/POE, so these 
recommendations will be contemplated during the FEP adoption process 
later this year. DFA will continue to evaluate and streamline existing funding 
processes.  

none

18  General / Grant & PF 7/23/2026 Self-Help Enterprises

1. Give Deputy Director discretion to administer PF through Expedited Drinking Water 
Grant. 
2. Support continued prioritization for emerging contaminant projects.
3. Support inclusion of private domestic wells as eligible recipients.
4. In Appendix F, clarify what approval and decisions are needed for grant/PF to available to 
increase a Receiving Water System's capacity, if it does not have sufficient capacity to serve 
additional customers of the Subsumed Water Systems. 
5. Establish a dedicated TA component for receiving water systems in consolidation 
projects.
6. Reevaluate tiered grant cap structure to better align funding limits with current 
construction costs.

Staff appreciate the comments. The EDWG Guidelines were adopted last year 
to allow for PF to be used for EDWG projects. Grant/PF availability to 
receiving water system would be considered on a case-by-case basis, and 
subject to grant/PF availability, pleasee work with your staff on specific 
situations. The Fund Expenditure Plan (FEP) discusses the TA Program, so any 
proposed changes to the TA Program will be contemplated during the FEP 
adoption process later this year.

none
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