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TUCP Orders: An Execution Warrant for Fisheries 

• The Board’s weakening of Bay-Delta standards has resulted in a 
population collapse of Delta species that exceeds the Pelagic 
Organism Decline that followed adoption of D-1641 in 2000. 

  
• Over the last three years of surveys:  

– FMWT (4): abundance indices of Delta and longfin smelt 
declined by 97.4% and 96.7%, respectively, from 2011. 

– Kodiak Trawl (5): numbers of Delta smelt dropped by 91%. 

– Smelt Larva Surveys (6): abundances (CPUE) of Delta and 
longfin smelt dropped by 96.7% and 93.9%, respectively. 

  
• The Board’s 2014 Sacramento River temperature management 

plan led to an estimated loss of 95% of winter-run, 99% of 
spring-run and 97% of  fall-run Chinook salmon. 



DWR & Bureau Mismanagement Led to Crisis  

• According to DWR, there have been 10 multi-year drought 
sequences of large-scale extent in the last 100 years, spanning 
41 years. 

 

• Below normal years occur more than half the time. 
 

• Agencies cannot claim to be surprised and unprepared for 
something that occurs more than 40% of the time. 

 

• Crisis exists because of egregious malfeasance!  
 

• DWR and Bureau have learned that the State Board will bail 
them out by weakening standards and the fishery agencies 
will go along. 
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Shasta Storage 2011 - 2015 

-1,447,259 

+1,438,122 

-2,173,697 

+1,497,093 

-2,236,297 

+758,262 

-1,363,368 

+1,675,969 

All Values in Acre Feet 

Ending Storage 2014 = 1,046,027 
Proj. Ending Storage 2015 = 1,115,000 



Oroville Storage 2011 - 2015 

-1,061,230 

+1,043,231 

-1,749,159 

+1,338,908 

-1,849,244 

+615,996 

-979,441 

+914,420 

All Values in Acre Feet 

Ending Storage 2014 = 898,221 

Proj. Ending Storage 2015 = ? 



Shasta Storage 2006 - 2008 

-1,358,234 

+896,507 

-2,293,703 

+1,289,960 

-1,725,523 

All Values in Acre Feet 

Storage April 2006: 4,472,996 

Storage November 2008: 1,282,003  



Oroville Storage 2006 - 2008 

Storage April 2006: 3,533,304 

Storage November 2008: 964,990  

 

All Values in Acre Feet 

-868,656 

+470,984 

-1,908,799 

+554,787 

-816,630 
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Fish are in a Super Critical Drought 50% of the Time 

Bay Institute 2015 
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A Repeat Disaster 

5/1               6/1               7/1                 8/1                    9/1                  10/1              
11/1 

Keswick Releases 2014 vs. 2015 

2014 Flow Releases 
USBR Plan (Howard Approved 5/1-9/1) 
Proposed Salmon Plan 



Crop Production Has Increased During Drought 
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California Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of Agriculture, National 
Agricultural Statistics Service Summary of Ca. Ag. Commissioners Reports   
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Also Increased in San Joaquin Valley  
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San Joaquin Valley 

California Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of Agriculture, National 
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Also Increased in Sacramento Valley  
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Sacramento Valley 

California Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of Agriculture, National 
Agricultural Statistics Service Summary of Ca. Ag. Commissioners Reports   
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Farm Jobs Increased During Drought 
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California Employment Development Department: Employment & Labor Force 
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Farm Jobs Increased in San Joaquin Valley 
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California Employment Development Department: Employment & Labor Force 
 



The Top Revenue Producing and Job Creating 
Commodities Use the Least Water 



Vegetables, Melons and Tomatoes are Good 
for People, Jobs and the Environment  



The Majority of Water Exports Provide Little  
Public Benefit 

• California agriculture comprises 2% of the state’s GDP, spans 9.4 million acres, uses 
29 million acre-feet of water, produces 36.4 billion dollars and creates 336,788 
jobs. 

• Vegetables, horticulture, non-tree fruits, deciduous fruits, cucurbits (melons, 
squash, cucumbers, watermelon, zucchini, etc.), tomatoes, vine (wine and table 
grapes), onions, potatoes, etc. 

Acres                Water                 Revenue               Jobs 

                               27.1%                21.5%                    62.7%                81.8% 

• Irrigated pasture, alfalfa, corn, almonds, pistachios, cotton. 

 Acres                Water                 Revenue               Jobs 

                               42.9%                53.7%                    19.6%                13.9% 
 
The Projects have already exported over 1.5 MAF of water this fourth year of 
drought.  It is an unreasonable use of water to send species into extinction and 
hijack water from the environment, areas of origin and urban communities simply to 
supply junior water rights holders in the desert with water to irrigate crops that 
produce relatively little revenue and few jobs.  

 


