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SUBJECT: Groundwater Use Reduction and Binding Agreement for Local 

Cooperative Solution 

 

Dear Patricia Ellis, 

On August 17, 2021, the State Water Board adopted an emergency regulation 

establishing drought emergency minimum flows in the Scott River and Shasta 

River watersheds. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, §§ 875–875.9.). Under the regulation, 

local cooperative solutions (LCS) by individuals or groups may be proposed by 

petition to the Deputy Director as an alternative means of reducing water use to 

meet or preserve drought emergency minimum flows, or to provide other fishery 

benefits in lieu of curtailment. For individual cooperative solutions, the Deputy 

Director may approve a petition where a water user agrees to voluntarily cease 

diversions or where the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) makes 

a recommendation for an exemption to curtailment based on an assessment 

that the benefits of the actions to anadromous fish in a specific time are equal 

to or greater than the protections provided by their contribution to flow under 

curtailment.  

For overlying or adjudicated groundwater diversions for irrigated agriculture 

described in section 875.5(f)(4)(d)(i) – (ii) [Scott River], the State Water Resources 

Control Board (SWB) Deputy Director may approve a groundwater-basin-wide, 

groundwater sub-basin-wide, or any number of individual local cooperative 

solutions totaling at least 400 irrigated acres. For the Scott River the proposal 

needs to provide at least: 1) a net reduction of water use of 30 percent 

throughout the irrigation season (April 1 – October 31), as compared to the prior 

irrigation season; and 2) a monthly reduction of at least 30 percent in the July 1 

through October 31 period, as compared to the prior year or to 2020. Such 

reduction may be demonstrated by evidence that provides a reasonable  

DocuSign Envelope ID: 3CB80596-2F87-4741-99E5-0EE5D7BAFBE5



Patricia Ellis 

August 26, 2022 

Page 2 of 3 

 

assurance that the change in farming practice or other action results in at least 

the relevant proportionate reduction. Such evidence may include but is not 

limited to, pumping reports, actions that will be taken to reduce water use, 

estimation of water saved from conservation measures or changes in irrigation 

or planting decisions, and electric bills. 

On March 28, 2022, you proposed an LCS authorized by 23 CCR §§ 875(f)(4)(D) 

of the regulation for the 2022 irrigation season. It includes a conservation plan, 

narrative, and field maps incorporated by reference. The proposal uses the year 

2020 as the baseline; it includes detailed spreadsheets and a narrative that 

describes reduced irrigated acreage, and reduced crop cuttings. The specific 

conservation practices within the narrative offer concise and proper monitoring 

elements enabling CDFW to assume the role of a coordinating entity to 

implement a binding agreement.  

Attached to this cover letter is a groundwater use reduction and binding 

agreement for your LCS.  You have worked closely with CDFW and SWB staff to 

develop this binding agreement that will enable us to be your coordinating 

entity.  I have already signed it.  If you agree with its content and terms, please 

sign and retain one copy, include one copy with your petition to the SWB, and 

return one copy to the email included in the contact information above. 

 

CDFW is grateful for your commitment to enter a groundwater use reduction 

and binding agreement for a local cooperative solution. We think this will be 

one of several tools we can use to tackle the challenges of this ongoing drought 

to protect native salmon, protect tribal cultural resources, and support local and 

commercial economies. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please 

contact Senior Environmental Scientist Carmen Tull at 

klamathwatershed@wildlife.ca.gov.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Tina Bartlett, Regional Manager 

Northern Region  

 

 

 

 

Ec’s on Page 3  
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ec: Robert K Ellis & Patricia L Ellis Trust 

Patricia Ellis, Landowner and Manager 

  

State Water Resources Control Board 

Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director 

Division of Water Rights 

DWR-scottshastadrought@waterboards.ca.gov 

California Department of Water Resources 

Craig Altare, Section Chief Sustainability Plan Review SGMO 

craig.altare@water.ca.gov 

 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Alecia Van Atta, Assistant Regional Administrator 

alecia.vanatta@noaa.gov 

 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Tina Bartlett, Regional Manager 

Joe Croteau, Environmental Program Manager  

klamathwatershed@wildlife.ca.gov 
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